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Communism and Religion
By RT. REV. MSGR. FULTON J. SHEEN, D.D.

E purpose of this article is to investigate the truth

concerning the Communist attitude toward re-
ligion. Communism, in fidelity to its Popular Front
tactics, is not speaking of its anti-religious tenets. The
Secretary of the Communist Party in the United States,
Earl Browder, in his book entitled What is Com-
munism?, writes: “Communists take religious beliefs
into account. We respect these beliefs, because we
think that religious-minded people will participate in
the social revolution. . . . We Communists are com-
pletely opposed, on principle, to State coercion in re-
gard to religious beliefs.” (P. 190-191.) [In the very
next paragraph, Browder writes: “We stand without
any reservations for education. That will root out
beliefs in the supernatural.”]

Article 124 of the new Soviet Constitution seems
on the face of it not to be unfavorable to the practice
of religion, It reads: “In order to insure to citizens
freedom of conscience, the Church in the U. S, 8. R. is
separated from the State and the school from the
Church. Freedom of worship and freedom of anti-
religious propaganda are recognized for all the citi-
zens.,” Our American newspaper correspondents in
Russia, who send to this country only articles which
meet the approval of the Russian Board of Censorship,
have made much of this particular article and have
stressed the “new favorable attitude” of Communism
toward religion. Curiously enough, however, they
state only the clause about “freedom of religious wor-
ship.”
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There is only one way of deciding whether or nof
Comn:aunlsm is still opposed to religion, and that is by f
studying the facts. At the very beginning it should be
stated that most political observers in America regard
the New Constitution as nothing more than “window
dressing” for the democratic nations of the world. Be.
cause Italy, Germany, and Japan have opposed Com.
munism, Russia is attempting to win the sympathy of |
demu?raﬁc countries such as England, France and
America; for that reason she has written a seemingly
demt.n::ratit: Constitution, How “democratic” it is in
relation to religion can be determined from the follow-
ing facts: |

1. On the first of October, 1935, N. B. Krilenko,
Commissar of Justice of the U, S, S. R., gave a con-
ff:renl:ae which lasted two and one-half hours on the |
rights and duties of Soviet citizens in the light of the
New (?unstitutinm In the course of that speech, the
l{;.!ammlas‘ar stated, commenting on Article 124, ?that
separ:fmnn means that the Church does not and can-
not enjoy any kind of juridical rights. Consequently
it cannot and must not enjoy or be entitled to rights A

and privileges of any kind.” Tt is immediately evident :'
that unless a Church is guaranteed juridical rights it '-
is not free to carry on religious worship in the real
sense of the term. “Separation” then means “nega-
uun’.’ in the New Constitution, and as such Article
124 is only a reproduction of the R. F. S, S. R. Crimi~
nal Code, Article 125 of the 1935 edition. i\

2. In explaining the statement that the school is
separated from the Church, Krilenko emphatically de-
clared that no form of religious education would be
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tolerated in any school or institution of learning. This
interpretation has already been applied in theory since
1928 as is evidenced by the Criminal Code No. 122.

3. As a proof of the “window dressing” character
of the New Constitution, it is well to remember that
Article 124 makes a distinction between “worship” and
“propaganda.” It guarantees “freedom of religious
worship” and “freedom of anti-religious propagaenda.”
In other words, a citizen has a right to worship God
according to his conscience, if he can find a church
or if he can find a minister, a priest or a rabbi. But
these are extremely difficult to find. For example,
before the revolution there were 70,000 Christian
churches and chapels in Russia. The Communist Party
has recently declared that at the end of the second
Five-Year Plan, namely 1937, there will not be a single
edifice in all Russia consecrated to religion. Further-
more, the atheistic paper of Russia entitled Bezsbojnik,
of May, 1935, speaking of the churches, states: “We
have closed all the opium shops.” In 1917 the Cath-
olic Church in Russia had 810 priests, and of those 3810
there remained only 63 in 1935. In January, 1936,
Soviet newspapers declared the last Catholic priest in
Odessa “was cast into prison.”

Even though one could find churches, priests, min-
isters and rabbis, would a citizen under the Com-
munistic régime be permitted to establish a religious
school? No! Because that is “propaganda.” Would
citizens be permitted to distribute pamphlets on “re-
ligious subjects”? No! that would be “propaganda.”
Would they be permitted to broadcast ‘“religious talks”?
Nol that is “propaganda.” But would the Commu-
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nislts. be permitted to do all in their power to attack
religion? Yes! for that right is reserved to the Com-
munists h::r Article 124. They have the right to
propagandize against religion, but a citizen has only
the right to worship if he can find a priest or church.
This distinction between “worship” and “propa-
ganda” is a further evidence of the clever deceitfulness
of tI:ue New Constitution. It enables Russia to tell the
outs:dF world she believes in freedom of religious |
worship, but permits her to practice inside her borders
all manner of anti-religious propaganda. Tt is worth
adding that Article 124 represents a retreat from re-
ligious liberty rather than an advance toward it. Arti
cle 4.°.f the 1929 Constitution guaranteed “freedom
of religious propaganda.” In April, 1929, that right
was withdrawn and the present Constitution continues
that same negative and atheistic spirit. By a decree
of April 8, 1929, which is still in effect, Article 18
states: “The teaching of any kind of religious belief
whatsoever is forbidden in State, public or private
schools. The facts which follow indicate clearly how
Communism negates in practice that which it grants in

4. If Communism were really sincere about

rigl:tt to worship, would it deﬁnitil;,r link up its 5:11]:: '
cational system with the Society of Militant Atheists?
America believes in separation of Church and State
and allows freedom of worship, but America does not
interpret “freedom of worship” to mean “freedom to
prevent worship,” nor does it permit the State Boards
of Education to identify themselves with atheistic
groups. But this is precisely what Russia does.

[

COMMUNISM AND RELIGION 9

The proof is supplied by a circular letter addressed
by the Commissar of Education to the directors of the
district boards of education of Russia. This letter
complains that there has not been sufficiently anti-re-
ligious teaching in the schools of Russia. As the letter
puts it: “The results of the special investigation, on
the initiative of the People’'s Commissariat for Edu-
cation, made last year, and the material recently gath-
ered, completing the all-union conference of anti-re-
ligious pedagogues, show that in one of the most re-
sponsible departments of Communist education—the
field of anti-religious education—the work of the
schools during these recent times has considerably
weakened. The most elementary forms of out of class
anti-religious work are very often completely lack-
ing. Anti-religious work with the parents of the pu-
pils is not under control.”

In consequence of this, the Board of Education is-
sues the following orders:

(a) “To impose upon the instructors of districts,
territories, wards and city departments of public edu-
cation, apart from the school inspections, the neces-
sity of paying rigid attention to the establishment of
anti-religious work.”

(b) “To insert in local textbooks a certain mini-
mum of concrete anti-religious material.”’

(¢) “To take measures in guaranteeing that
schools issue methodical assistance in anti-religious
education for teachers and bring into force expedient
graphic descriptive help according to the dictates of
the public Board of Education and a special commit-
tee of the Association of Militant Atheists.”
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The letter ends with a carefull selected bibli
phy of anti-religious books, Iistin;r over nneh;lhl::nﬂtﬁ::d-
;nlumes, trac!‘.s and pamphlets, the majority of which

av;nbeerg wr:;ten during the last five or six years {
order to assist in the anti-religious pr :

of Russia, a book was recently writte?hy EF'I ﬂPi?E::Ea
entitled, Anti-religions Education of the Eicmenfary |
Sf:&aa{.f. This book of twelve chapters explains in s’f::ri-‘;::!l“.Ir I
ﬂld:‘lﬂ.ll.z manner the various points to be assumed in
anti-religious teaching, Teachers are invited in the I'
ﬁrs} ch_apter to raise the degree of anti-religious edu- 4
cat‘mr'l in the Soviet schools to the very highest point.
Principles of physical culture are inserted here a.m:i 1
there and maliciously and cunningly mixed with |
anecdotes so written as to lead to sacrilegious ridicule

The fu!lr.?wing is a textual quotation taken frun; :
P. 143, It is an indication of the ridiculousness of
Cﬂmmuni?m: “Children must know that religion hin-
ders t_he industrialization of the country, stupefyi -
the 'mmds u.t' men and women workers h:.; a belie}fm':g
an Immaterial god, who is supposed to regulate th

hfe_ of each individual, Religion makes them still | .
stoic athletes in the conquering of difficulties.” La:: i
on in the same chapter we read this statement.' “Those
;hr.; }fz]l;w r&]igi_uus trl?dilinn and listen to the ;gitatiun i
opes, lor whom religious peace is nothing
:Emmﬂ;]a]ﬁiigu;ii??paign: intended to deceive tuilenrg !
orces for popish pu - |
numerous ?rorshipping men anl?:l pwumsn rﬁ:l:e*rsthlﬁ i
umilerg-tarludmg this, up to this day are inclined to re- :'
main in idleness on religious feast days, particularly P
such great feasts as Christmas and Easte’r.” .'
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5. In addition to this official anti-religious propa-
ganda, there is the poisoning of minds through news-
paper articles. For example, a Communist news sheet
entitled Robotnik prints a letter which it claims was
written by the Father General of the Jesuits, Pius
Przezdziecki, to General Franco, in which the Superior
General of the Jesuits iz presumed to have congratu-
lated Franco on his victory in Toledo and glorified him
as a model of protective heroism, because “he and his
troops fought under the cover of men and women in a
brutal fashion.” Everyone knows of course that the
General of the Jesuit Society is not Pius Przezdziecki,
but the Most Reverend Vladimir Ledochowsky, S.].,
and that the story is another liel

As evidence of the intensity with which Commu-

nists carry on their anti-religious propaganda, it may
be noted that the anti-religious press of the Soviet Re-
public is represented principally by two reviews, the
Bezbojnik (Godless), which is a monthly review,
satirical in character and illustrated with a number of
caricatures. The other is a bimonthly periodical en-
titled Antireligioznik, which defines itself as a “scien-
tific and methodical review,” destined principally for
the direction of the militant atheists. Both these re-
views are organs of “the central committee of the Union
of Militant Atheists.” It is to this group that the
schools of Russia must look for inspiration and guid-
ance. And that is called “freedom.”

6. The Antireligioznik of May-June, 1935, which
is edited by Yaroslavsky, has the following article con-
cerning ‘“‘Stalin on the subject of religion.” The very
fact that it should have quoted an old article of Stalin
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proves there has been no fundamental change in the -

attitude of Communism to religion. One of the pas-
sages reads: “His studies at the seminary permitted
Cumrat_ie Stalin to penetrate profoundly the methods
by wh_mh clerical organizations stupefy the masses
educlatmg them in a spirit of submission to the Cza;
am:l_m.a spirit of docility to authority. . . . Comrade
Stalin in his article entitled “Marxism and the Subject
of Nationalism,” which appeared in 1913, presented in
a perfectly clear manner the question of the attitude of
t.hif Communist Party which demands the liberty of re-
ligious profession, but it cannot and will not refuse to
strugg!e flgﬂ.{nst religion and all religious organizations
Stalin said: ‘Basing ourselves upon the interest of the;
pm]cta'n_at, Communists il wage a campaign against
Ca:ﬁqiwum, against Protestantism and against Ortho-
da:_:jr in order to assure the triumph of the Socialist men-
tality.” Incidentally, it might be added that Stalin
wias never long in the Orthodox seminary, for he was
ﬁxpel[e:d from it at the age of fourteen, It was not his
experience” in the seminary which taught him how the
CIEE‘E}? “stupefy the masses.” It was Marx whom he
believed, and whose baoks he concealed under his mat-
tress until he was discovered,

: ? Although Article 124 does permit freedom of
religious worship, it nevertheless, as we have pointed
out befnre,yermits the Communists to Carry on propa-
ganda against those who have religious convictions
.BI.I.I'. abstracting from this militant atheistic charaf:ter:
istic of Communism, the right to worship is practically
nullified by a severe prohibition of teaching religion to
anyone under eighteen years; by the impossibility of

T
i

f

I

]
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assisting at religious feasts because of the suppression
of Sundays; by the establishment of a week of six
days, and by the close scrutiny of workers which pre-
vents them from being absent from their work on feast
days of the Church. Added to all this is the economic
impossibility of supporting in any way the churches,
which receive no help from the State. The people
could hardly be expected to support the Church because
of their low wages.

8. In order to give an indication of the attitude to-
ward the clergy, it might suffice us to cite an article in
the journal Troud (Labor) of the 9th of August, 1935,
No. 182. The author of this article denounces vio-
lently the “unheard of conduct” observed in a hospital
of Moscow. Some one had dared admit and had taken
care of a priest. Later on he was hidden from the other
sick under the pretext of isolating him in order that
they would not be “irritated by his presence.” The
journal goes on to say that the particular doctor who
had dared “take care of a pope"” was called on to ex-
plain his attitude to the Soviet authorities. And this is
called “freedom of worship.”

9. In December of 1930 there took place the first
“Pan-Unionist conference of Institutions of Scientific
Investigation on the subject of anti-religious work.”
The second conference of this Union took place in June,

1934, Twenty-eight scientific institutions took part,
among which might be cited the Anti-religious Section
of the Institute of Philosophy of the Communist Acad-
emy, the Academy of Sciences, the Academy of His-
tory and Culture, all the chairs and professors of his-
tory and philosophy existing in the different superior
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schools, the Superior Institute of Philosophy, the Insti-¢
tute of Social Hygiene and the Director of anti-re]ié}'.“
gious museums, (Antireligiosnik, No, 4, July-August,
1934.) After having heard more than twenty papers
the conference then indicated the lines of atheistic
propaganda: &
(a) To show the peasants that agriculture could
not have made any advance except at the expense of
religious ideals and religious psychology.
(b) To root out all religious sects, and i
(¢) To intensify anti-religious work in the schools,
And now, the World Convention of the Godless b
held an international conference at Moscow on Febru-
ary 7, 1937, for the purpose of coirdinating attacks on »
Christianity and intensifying their persecution. Imag-
ine a world-congress of militant atheists meeting under
the sponsorship of a government which “guarantees b
freedom of religious worship”! The attitude of the
Russian Government towards religion is the attitude |
of a bully to a timid youngster, The youngster is free
to pick up a ball and examine it, for the bully tells him A
he is: “Just pick up that ball.” . , . But the bully then
proceeds to quote the rest of Article 124, “and T will
knock your block off.” So, too, Russia says: “You
are free to worship, but just try it.” If free, why mili-
tant atheism? America says her citizens are free to
drive automobiles, but does she propagandize against
them, or form a “Militant Society of Mule Drivers”
to persecute the Auto Drivers? If freedom means
anything, it means freedom from anti-freedom propa-
ganda, and freedom from militant slavery.
10. Antireligioznik, No. 2, March-April, 1935, gives
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le of how the ystematic atheistic plan is to
%2 ::?]r?ep:i on. It citesa proposed rf'mdel for the or-
ganization of anti-Easte campaigns in the schools on
the occasion of Easter, 1935: s o
(a) “Verify the stat of anti-religious work in ]'ﬁ
schools, discover the clidren mnts?mmated with reli-
gion or other tendenciesof the huastJlF classes. ot
(b) “Bring the parats of the children to achnri?thm
order to have them takepart in the preparation of the
i- elebration,
anu(szgggnize a cirde of young atheists for the
ami.
Hm?dgr?‘gETdit a literary anti-religious journal, organ-
ize a series of anti-religous radio broadcasts for chil-
dr.e} “The eve of Eater go either to the theatre or
to the cinema, and Eastr Sunday repeat the perfm:m-
ance, or else visit thf.h amd']}ﬁil]iginus museum and bring
r of the ren.
mﬂl?f;hﬁﬂpz ;-In[:f}r Thursday go collectively to the thea:-
tre or the concert; the night of Easter organize an anti-
paschal celebration.” This would be like our gweg»
ment telling Americans hey were free to ce]eprate e
Fourth of July, and thersending for the Enlghsh m:mytr
and Navy to demﬂnsl;:te and %:frnpagandme agains
i of the Revoutionary War.
vt ;Ilcttlljryn the 9th of June, 1935, }"amslﬂvsk?r ad-
dressed the Union of Atheists. A résumé of his al:l:
dress appears in Antinligioznik, Ju]:,r—ﬂugust, 1936:
“If we measure the wok accomplished by us by t:'ne
standard of historical prspective, we can say certm;ld—
ly that in this domain we have won a victory of wor
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importance. It is not in vain that our ‘friend’ the Pope
of Rome is so alarmed at our success. . . . We must
utilize on a much broader scale our work of interna-
tional education, and I wish to express some ideas on
the tactics of the United Front. There already exists
certain anti-religious proletarian organizations which
have established a common bond of unity with other
anti-religious organizations devoted to combat Fas-
cism. In defending this tactic of the United Front,
we, however, can make no concession whatever of
principles. Our proletarian line of atheism must be
maintained, but the tactics of the common front have
an importance, because thanks to the tactics we are
able to bring over new partisans to our point of view.”
This is a perfectly clear statement of the deceit be-
hind Article 124 and the Communists’ attitude to-
ward religion where the United Front prevails. Their
tactics are to say nothing against religion (Article 124)
but in practice they are to do everything against it.
12. The Antireligioznik, No. 7, July-August,
1935, commenting upon the Pan-Unionists’ confer-
ence, writes: “We have millions of workers who have
broken all bonds of religion, but because they have
broken with religion, must the anti-religious work
continue amongst them? Ves, we must be sure that
these people are not only without God but that they are
also militant atheists.” That same number contains
an article concerning the expansion of atheistic activity
outside of Soviet Russia. “Our international work in
the interior of the U. 8. S. R. is very intimately linked
up with our international work on the outside, Our
anti-religious experience is a lesson for the atheist
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proletariat of the world. In order to itltEl:lEif}F our in-
ternational organizations, we have organized revolu-
tionary duplicates.”

Irl;!‘r Belgium, Moscow has organized a group of
atheists who now publish a journal entitled Sans Dieu
(Antireligioznik, No. 1, 1935). This ‘Communi.ﬂ:t.
international publication sponsors atheistic papers in
other languages throughout the wur}d. Germany, for
example, publishes Neuland; Austria, Eret .r'%# Com-
bat; Bulgaria publishes Besbojnik Sofia; Chma: pub-
lishes Official Press; Spain, Sin Dios; France, L;_I!hés
Militant; Mexico, La Sotana; Holland, Proletaristhe-
bri jeenker in Nedderland; Chili and Peru, Vanguar-
dia et la Sierra; Poland publishes Bezboznik Woju-
jacy; Switzerland publishes Proletaristher Freidenker,
and Czecho-Slovakia publishes Majak.

If international Communism were really sincere
in its preachment about “freedom of religious worship”
would it campaign so militantly against it? Another
article in the Soviet Constitution guarantees “freedom
to work.” To be consistent why does it not propa-
gandize against work? Why does it not preach unem-
ployment? There is only one answer, and thzft is:
Russia has only modified her statement about religion,
but not her attitude, which is a polite way of saying

hat it lies. |

t The superficial semi-tolerance which b:a.s been mis-
taken as a sign of the evolution of the Soviet's r?l}gtuus
policy is due to other factors than the recognition of
religion itself. These factors are the following:

(a) Active persecution and massacre of the clergy
in Russia have ceased. But this is not because Com-
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munism no longer believes in murdering th 8
T ) e clergy;
it is because practically all the c.lergfr have l:ag:'l Y

hql.fudajed,” which is the polite work the Communists
:tsﬂet i;:irmrzlﬁ:m;%di; h&ccord;ng to official Communist
¢ » oU Dishops and 1,414 priests were exe-
-:uh:’d In 1918-1919. The Archhish
:]uned alive after having his eyes putnﬁpuf;ngell;?; f:x
af:sehed.d T_he Archbishop of Tobolsk was drowned
. l.‘r enduring two months of penal servitude. The
1shop of Belgarod was subjected to horrible mocke
a.nti then plunged into quicklime. In July, 1927 IH
F:k odox prelates were thrown into prison or ’were
€n to concentration camps or exiled to Siberia Be-
cause Soviet Russia is not carrying on massal:re.!s 0
such a Iarge_sca]a today is not because she has beco ;
rehgtgus, it is because there are so few left to shuntme
_ (b) The Communists had great difficulty impos-
ing collective farming on the peasants who revolted
Ei%a:dna: the idea. The Communist authorities then de-
o f’t. would be better to separate the collectiviza-
b, of farms frr.::m the anti-religious work, This
mml:'tfr::r separation has been interpreted in some
iy as a recognition .nf religion. As a matter of
i ?f was only a question of tactics to dispossess
fe farmers. quw thai_: they are dispossessed, anti-
2 Elig;uu?] act_iwt}r 18 continuing in their schools and on
g kcu ective farms. The proof of this is that Yaro-
slavsky, in his address of June 9, 1935, stated that
the militant atheists of Russia had greatlsucr: ‘?h
the E:t;mrunist farmers.” g
c third reason for the false im i
that in order to propagandize its Marxianpgfis::g;l:

of Communism the officials of the Communist Interna-
tional have soft-pedaled the attacks upon religion.
The Popular Front and United Front Communistic
governments of the world today hardly ever speak of
religion until they are sufficiently strong to overthrow
the government. Such is the case in Spain, where they
thought themselves sufficiently strong and immedi-
ately began the persecution of religion.
It is indeed curious that the governments of the
world cannot see through the Communistic tactics,
and that their silence during the régime of the Popular
Front is only to serve better the annihilation of re-
ligion. These tactics were dictated by Lenin himself,
As he put it: “The propagation of atheism by Com-
munism must be subordinated to a more basic task—
the development of the class struggle of the exploited
masses as against the exploiters. . .. ” The party of
the proletariat demands that the government shall de-
clare religion a private matter, but it does not for a
moment regard the question of the fight against the
opium of the people—the fight against religious super-
stition—as a private matter (Proletarii, No. 45, May
13, 1909). .

(d) The fourth and final reason concerns an in-
ternal problem in Russia. The Communists have found
that once they had crushed the Church the country im-
mediately became full of all manner of superstition
which it regarded as far more dangerous than the
Church itself. The Antireligiosnik, No. 1, January-
February, 1935, speaks of an investigation which it
made in the country. It discovered that many be-
lieved in the spirit of the house (Domovoi), or the
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spirit of the forests (Leicky) or the spirit of the waters
(Bodianoi).

As an example of how much superstition has taken
the place of religion, an article in Pravda of June 21,
1935, speaks of some of the citizens resorting to
bloody sacrifices and adds that as a general rule they
are opposed to collectivization. In the Ural region a
holocaust of chickens was offered to a pagan deity; in
another case, an ox. This fact is very interesting, for
it proves that just as soon as Christianity was crushed,
there arose a host of vague mythologies. It is also in-
dicative of the fact that man is incurably religious and
that these poor people whom Communism hoped to win
over to materialism are so dissatisfied with it that they
use their minds to seek some more profound source for
the mysteries of life. Even the Commissar of Educa-
tion, Lunar Charsky, had to admit this: “Religion is
like a nail; if you hit it on the head it only penetrates
deeper into the wood.”

In conclusion, Communism has two faces. One
face is for Russia, where it is established; the other
face is for the rest of the world, where it seeks to estab-
lish itself. The Russian face shows a double persecu-
tion against religion—physical and mental.

The other face is the one it presents to countries
which it hopes to Sovietize. This face is kindly and
even religious, for it knows that in order to win ad-
herents in the beginning it must not antagonize. This
brings us to these all-important facts:

(1) Communism in America is trying now and will
continue to try to convince us that Communism is not
anti-religious. It will even tell us that it defends re-
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ligion against persecution. This és a lie. They are no
mgore l;llgtereste%e in preserving religion than (?athulics
are in preserving Communistic slavery in R‘IEIEEIE- The
tactics of the Seventh Congress in 1935 dictated the
forming of “fronts” with Catholics, Protestants and
Jews who believed in religion. And why? Because
they knew that to attack religion at the beglnm!ig
would compromise the infiltration of other Cummumz:t
ideas. They are presently resolved not to :nttack reh;:
gion but rather to flatter it during the “United Front
and the “Popular Front,” but once they are strong
enough to overthrow the existing society, then they be-
gin their persecution. As Dimitrov told the i':le'leg:atea
at the Seventh Congress, “The work of eE:pImmng the
principles and the program of Communism must be
carried on patiently, in a comradely fashion, and l:nu?:t
be adapted to the degree of development of the m:i:-
vidual Socialist Democratic workers” (The Working
Class Against Fascism, p. 122). Note that tl:u.a t?ler-
ant spirit is one of expediency and not of principle.
Dimitrov himself confirms this observation, for on page
161 he describes the Congress as a “new tactical orien-
tation for the Communist International.” ;

(2) When the Communists extend a friendly hand,
look at it first and see if it is red with the !Jlund of
Russia, Mexico and Spain. Beware of grasping it in
friendship, for the Communists well understand the
tactics of Judas. Their new tactics do not mean a new
philosophy, any more than the friendliness of a card-
shark means honesty. The Communists admit this
themselves in their own councils, “Tactics, generally,
may change, but the general line of the Communist
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International, viz., revolution . . . remains unchanged”
(D. Z. Manuilsky, The Work of the Seventh Con-
gress, p. 65). And if anyone doubts that Communism
has ceased to be anti-religious, let him read the May
Ist issue of the 1936 Izvestia, wherein Yaroslavsky
says: “The struggle against religion is in no way put
aside as some opportunists would believe.” R
Four years ago Spain was like France is today:
France will be Spain tomorrow unless it unmasks the
“United Front” of Communism, It is not beyond the i
realm of possibility that in five years the Cathedral of
Notre Dame will be as wounded and wrecked as the
churches of Spain. If its destruction does not come to
pass, it will not be because Communism has suddenly
become rational and therefore religious, but because i
France will have “found it out.” i
There are three stages in the development of Com-
munism in democratic countries. The first stage is the
broad “Front” which they hope to establish in Amer-
ica by capitalizing all grievances and by grouping all |
who are not anti-Communist, which to a Com-
munist means “Fascist.” The second stage is the
“Front"” made up of a union of Socialists and Commu-
nists, as in France. The third stage is found in Spain,
where they incite a Civil War to prepare for the Dic-
tatorship of the Proletariat. America is presently in
the first stage! There is still time for it to be saved|
But let us beware: Sow Moscow and you reap Spain|
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