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MEMOIRS 
OF 

f  PE  LIFE 
OF 

GHARLES.  MACKLIN^ESQ. 
PRINCIPALLY 

dOMPILED  FROM  His  OITN  PAPERS  AND  MEMORANDUM^} 

,  WEIGH   CONTAIN 

HIS  CRITICISMS 
ON 

AND  CHARAC'I'ERS  AND  ANEGDOTfiS 
oir 

iBTTEXTON,  BOOTH,  WILKS,  GIBBER,  GARRICK,  BARRT,  MOSSOF,  SHERIDAN,  FOOTB^ 
aUIN,   AND  MOST  OF  HIS  CONTEMPORARIES  ; 

Together  vtith  his 

Valuable  Obfenrations  on  the  Drama,  on  the  Science  of  Ading^ 
and  on  various  other  Subjeds : 

THE  WHOLE  FORMING 

A  COMPREHENSIVE  BUT  SUCCINCT 

HISTORY   OF   THE   STAGE ^ 
Whicli  includes  a  Period  of  One  Huiidred  Years, 

BY    JAMES    THOMAS    KIRKMAN, 
OF  THE  H0N0X7RABLE  SOCIETY  OF  LINCOCfTslNN.' 

ALL  THE  world's  A  STAGE, 
AND  ALL  THE  M%N  AND  WOMEN  MERELY  FLAYERS  ; 

THEY  HAVE  TBIEIR  EXITS  AND  THEIR  ENTRANCES, 

AND  OI^E  MAN  IN  HIS  TIME  PLAYS  MANY  PARTS-— 

HIS  ACTS  BEING  SEVEN  AGES.      '  Shakefpeaie. 

IN  TWO  VOLUMES. 

.  volTl 

LONDON  i 

mifttXP  FOR   LACKINGtOV,   ALLEN,   AND  CO.   TEUrLZ  6F  TXB  MVJSS^ 
FINSBURY   SaUARX. 

1799. 





TO   THE 

RIGHT  HONOURABLE 

ALEXANDER 

LORD   LOUGHBOROUGH, 
BARON  LOUGHBOROUGH,  OF  LOUGHBOROUGH, 

IN    THE 

COUNTY  OF  LEICESTER, 

LORD  HIGH  CHANCELLOR  OF 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

My  lord. 

In  the  following  flieets,  I 

have  endeavoured  to  do  juftice,  as  far  as 

my  abilities  would  permit,  to  the  Memory  of 
a  moft  excellent  Aftor,  and  an  honeft  man. 

For  my  prefumption  in  dedicating  to  your 

Lordfhip   thefe     volumes,  I   have    no  other 



i  DEDICATIOJ** 

apology  to  offer,  than  that  the  futjeft  of  th^itl 

was  confiderably  indebted  to  your  Lordfliip's 
bounty ;  and  I  am  induced  to  hope,  that  the 

benevolence  which  fupported  Charles  Macklin 

while  living,  will  extend  to  the  record  of  his 

long  life,  the  patronage  of  your  Lordfliip's 
name. 

If  this  prefumption  may  be  forgiven  me, 

I  fhall  not  rifk  the  difpleafure  of  your  Lord- 

fliip  by  a  vain  attempt  at  panegyric,  where 

prjiife  cannot  elevate,  nor  by  language, 

which  is  infufficient  to  exprefs  the  fcntiments 

of  refpeft  which  I  entertain  for  your  Lord- 
(hip. 

Allow  me  only  to  hope,  that  the  life, 

which  is  fo  eminently  ufeful  to  your  country, 

may,  in  its  duration,  rival  that  which  I  have 

now  the  honor  to  fubmit  to  yoUr  Lordfliip's 
protection,  and  that  i  may  be  permitted  to 
fubfcribe  myfelf,   . 

My  Lord, 

Your  Lordfliip's 
Moft  obliged,  and 

Devoted  Servant, 

JAMES  THOMAS  KIRKMAN. 
London, 

April  6,  179^. 



C  O  N  T  E  N  T^       . 
OF    THE    . 

FIRSt  VOLUME* 

CHAR  I. 

A  FULL  account  of  Mr.  Macklm's  femily— rt-» 
markable  circumftances  of  his  birth,  and  infariC  for- 

tunes— the  unfortunate  attachment  of  his  father  to  the 

caufc  of  King  James  II.— his  defeat  at  the  Boyne — 

the  confifcation  of  his  property — ^the  diftrefs  of  his  fa- 

niily— his  death — thehardftiips  his  widow  and  children 

fuflered  afterwards— the  induftry  and  prudent  conduft 

of  his  widow — ^her  marriage  with  Mr.  tukeO*Meally 

—the  line  of  life  they  puriued — ^Mr.  Macklin  flrft 
feht  to  fchool  at  Ifland  Bridge— the  fbndnefs  of  hi^ 

mother— the  extraordinary  death  of  his  fifter.    Jf^age  i . 

CHAP.  n. 

OBSERVATIONS  on  the  fubjea  of  education—' 

a  defcription  of  Mr.  Macklin's  fchoolmafter-— his  pre- 
judice againft  the  Scotch  accounted  fOr— the  feventy 

of  his  fehoolmafler— the  fiiiFerings  of  Mr.  Macklin 

whilft  at  fchool— the  prabks  that  he  played  there— his 

early  fum  for  mimickiy-*-his  toother  obliged  frequently 
to  interfere — ^the  nickname  he  obtained  at  fchool — his 

C5dpertnefs  in  fwimming — his  jumping  off  tlie  bridges 
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of  Dublint  and  off  the  mafta  of  ihips  inta  the  river 

Lifiey.    P*  19. 

CHAP.  m. 

THE  incident  that  firft  dircfted  Mr.  Macklin's 

thoughts  to  the  ftage— his  fchoolmafter  has  ̂   Tie 

Orphan*'  performed  by  hie  Widlars — the  difficulty  of 

PWU'^ing  ̂   pcrfoo  to  pqfforfo  the  ch^r^cr  of  ̂ ^iim 

— ^^r^,  Pilkington  repoq>fpcmd$  Mr-  M3i«?HU^^s  ol>- 

]^i^  tpby  the  f<5liQolinaftprr7-(he  perffvpr^i^  in  h^x 

recononRcn^irtw— the  (choolms^er  cqnfent^-rCJIjafif^a 

is  ipftrpflt^d  by  herTr-pl^ys  l\if9niriiiq--.ok\i!w  gf^ 

applaufe-rhe  fprm^  a  p)a|?  t»jfyfi  vm  i^^  fth«4-^ 
aff9ffijn:^8  ̂ x^  two  Qtl^?  b9y«  ffV  ̂ X  W^^-^T 

^^t^mykf  tP  vifit  J.qn4w— ̂ h;wlc«  purlpjfis  0?nf} 

pQHPdsfrom  Ws  f|>9AerrrrTth?y  i\^^  aw?iy-rget  ff?  hflwrd 

a  nocrijhai^fliianr-^^rriYC  ̂ t  Pvlf^tp— travel  up  ̂ 9 

L9n49i%  on  foQt-rrtlirir  ̂ vf n^urw  io  ̂ ^Qqdaa— 91^  qf 
his  companions  is  hanged  at  Tyburn — the  other  makes 
his  fortune.    P.  25. 

CHAP.  IV. 

anqe  in  $he  Boiough— %  pro^^rea  him  ̂   Ipflging  ;|t  n 
public-hoi|f^he  \%  on^cgcfd  ?s  ̂   w^jtjfrTr-gp^  ̂ ^3 
qLi^ainted  lyijth  ftrollef§— imiptqfi  tl^fO)— l^pf^ifl^  y^y 
fcryic^ablf  in  th^  public-houfc-:r|)is  miftjs^fs  gfqi^^^ni\^ 
of  him— ^larrjes  him--the  huqf>oroqs  bc^^vipur  9f 
Charles  after  his  marriage«H^e  ridiculous  conduct  ef 
his  wife.     P.  34. 



CttAt*.  V. 

MtL.  Mackiin'^  fhother  ik  liicanfalable  fbi-  iht  lofs 
di  hith-^i6hm  idl  ordr  trtMd  ih  Mttfi  6F  htM-^tib^ 

mm  m  fidfNgs-^Charfes  i^  at  Idft  d!fcbv«iM^Mh 

StollWiii  11^  mplbjdi  ib  ttta^tr  IM—Chttiti  h  tcW^ 

Mr,  Sttllittiit  tftrtfttehs  Mr  ti^ith  a  prttfcciiti6h~ChalHt!t 

fe  rtftefrt  fd  his  tnttaief^— Her  jojr  on  thfe  tpccaflow— 
Ghzliles  fytttik  2(n  Acquaintance  wRh  tindefgtadusttes  tff 

•jfHriit]^  Cdk^-^iakfes  up  <he  cfmplbytnttit  rf  Bktfg**. 
ihdn^i*  preVail6d  updn  to  (jilit  tHfc  College,  aftd  ItAVH 

If6itlhd#ithCAt>ttfiiO'B'lihhagan    P.  39. 

€HAP.  VL 

CHARLES  arrives  once  more  in  London  in  com* 

pany  with  Captain  0*tlannagan — refufes  to  go  to  Gcr- 
fttinf  ̂ Mi  his  uncte«^takef»  ttp  his  ̂ hodk  iti  HticKley 

te  the  Hfofc— gets  cohneebd  Mih  a  ftroUing  cdmpirif-^ 

plTfs  harldjiriri-^4iis  ttinatdihSLTf  oourfe  of  iik^ 

fafs  rhdthe^  ̂ xert$  herfelf  to  itcattt  hifU  ̂ itt—^^piits 

i($  Mr.  MildAt  for  that  purpofb— Chat les  is  reftored 
cWc^  ftiort  to  his  mother— ahd  rttiitnS  to  h!s  fcrtfttf 

ftWtittrf  BadgeAi^  in  Trinity  Colle^— his  cdWudt 

there — refolves  to  leave  Ireland — ^informs  his  mothef 

of  his  determination — fcts  out  upon  his  journey — ar- 
rives at  Briftol.     P.  48. 
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CHAP.   VII. 

CHARLES  takes  lodgings  near  the  Theatre  at 

firiftol-- *gets  acquainted  with  the  players — is  noticed  by 

the  manager — is  invited  to  join  the  company— accepts 
the  invitation — makes  his  debut  ir\  Richmond^-^YA^  fuc* 

cefs — ftroUs  with  the  company — his  various  employ- 

ments— refolvcs  to  improve  his  pronunciation — is  in- 

ftruded  by  the  wife  of  a  Welch  clergyman — ^returns 

Co  Briftol — engages  with  a  new  company — plays 

Friar  Lawrence  in  Romeo  and  Juliet — and  afterwards 

Jldercutio — his  adventures  with  the  fives-playing  Club 

his  great  fuccefs— is  admitted  a  member  of  the  club-^ 

goes  to  Bath^ — his  fuccefs  there — ^ftroUs  through  the 
weftem  parts  of  England.     P.  57. 

CHA?.  VIII. 

MR.  MACKLIN  applies  himfelf  to  ftudy— re-i 
folves  to  make  himfelf  mafter  of  the  Engli(h  language 

fixes  his  head  quarters  at  Briftol— plays  at  Bath,  and 

in  different  parts  of  the  country  occafionally — a  ihort 

iketch  of  the  hiftory  of  the  theatres,  compiled  frond 

Mr.  Macklin's  memorandums  on  the  fubjed— an  in* 
comparable  monody  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Garrick, 
p.  69. 

CHAP.  IX. 

MR;  MACKLIN*s  tiftory  of  the  theatres  con- 
fii^ued— charadter  of  Bettirton — compared    with 
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Garrick — Montford  compared  with  Barry — Kynafton 

compared  witli  Mollbp — great  charader  of  Sandfort— 

coniparifon  between  Nokes,  Farfons,  and  Woftotfi— * 

charaders  of  Undechill  and  Leigh — ^tbe  femak  adreflb 

of  note — the  poor  falary  of  a^ors — the  tyranny  of  the 

patentees — Earl  Dorfet  interefts  himfelf  in  the  caufe 

of  the  players — Lincoln's-Inn-Fields  theatre  built  by 
fubfcription-^ifputes  between  the  players—immorality 

of  the  ftage — Collier's  attack  upon  dramatic  writers--- 
the  condu<5t  of  the  roafter  of  the  revels-^French 

dancers  introduced — the  vitiation  of  public  tafte — Sir 

John  Vanbuiigh  and  Mr.  Congreve  form  a  projedl  for 

building  a  (late  theatre  in  the  Hay  market — they  bany 
their  deiign  into  execution.    P.  84. 

CHAP  X. 

CONTINUATION  of  Mr.  MackUn's  hifloiy 
of  the  Theatres — Betterton  and  his  co-partners  place 

themfelves  under  Sir  John  Vanburgh — the  errors  of 

the  projeAors  of  the  new  theatre — Mr.  Congreve 

gives  up  his  (hare  in  the  property  to  Sir  John — ^thc  ill 
fuccefs  of  the  new  theatre — the  coalition  with  the 

Drury-lane  company — Sir  Thomas  Skipworth  conveys 

his  (hare  in  Drury-lane  theatre  to  Colonel  Brett — ^his 

fuccefsful  management — Mr.*  Owen  Swiney  fuperin* 
tends  the  Italian  opera — anecdote  of  Colonel  Brett— 

rc-convcyance  of  his  (hare  in  the  Drury-lane  theatre 

^o  Sir  George  Shipworth.     P.  io6. 
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CHAP.  XI. 

Uk.  MACKLiM'S  hiftofy  of  th^  thfc^trts  con- 

tiftued-^6hrertl  df  the  aAort  join -SWinfey^thii  Hay- 

mirktt  thcattfe  dltCfefl— Driiry-lane  thcitre  ot)eris  under 

Williarti  Cbllicf— his  friimgcnifeftt— erttcfs  into  J)arti 

li^ip  with  Swiftey^^his  dppi'efliV^  condu6»— the  this- 

fortunes  df  Swhtey-i-^hts  difl^— death^CdJllcf's  con- 
dUft  tbt^rafds  Wilki,  Dbgg^t,  ̂ hd  dibber— Collier 

fuectcdcd  b^  Sii'  Richarf  Steele,  wHo  unites  with 

WilkS,  0ogget,  ind  Cibbc^— theif  ittihagcfneht— 

Bodth  ddhlitted  to  a  ffiard— ft^ge  reforttiittbri— Mr. 

Macklirt  adte  iii  London  oetfafidnalljr— plays  fiftt  at 

Lincoln's-Inn-Ficlds-^-aAd  afterwards  at  Dfufjr-krte 

theatre — Quin's  diflikc  to  Macklin — Mr.  Highmore 
plays  Lothario — becomes  manager — ^account  of  his  ma- 

Mgeittertt— Mr;  Mdcklirt  fifft  hoticed  ih  Ldndon. 
P.  ny. 

CHAP.  XIK 

Mk.  MACKLlN  plays  In  the  ftftvok'd  Wife-- 
his  atebUnt!  6f  the  reception  of  that  play— cotifinuatiori 

6f  HJghrftrdfe's  thanagerificht — his  tnisfbrtimes— is  fuc- 

ceeded  by  f'leetwoorf,  wh6  appoints  Mi*.  ThedphilUs 
Cibbcr  hfe  deputjr-manager— Mr.  Macklin  fucccdds 

CifAer*--iaAd  ebftdufts  the  theatrical  mathirie  with  great 

fiieeelk  atld  ability— M^.  Macklin  rtldtes  h6%  he  quar- 

relied  with,  and  beat  Qtiin.    P.  130- 
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CHAP.  XIII. 

PROOFS  of  Mr.  Macklin^s  real  age — curious  w 

cords  kept  in  Ireland^-»tbe  dif;^af\tages  Mr.  Macklin 

laboured  under  in  the  early  part  of  his  life— motiyiw 

aflkned  why  he  concealed  his  age — ^his  connedlion  . 

with  Mifs  Jackfon — her  unaccountable  propenfity — the 
extraordinary  behaviour  of  Mr.  Williams — ^and  t^is 

marriage  with  Mifs  Jackfon — hcrdeatl^.     P.   143. 

CHAP.   XIV. 

A  FURTHER  account  of  *lj>e  incidents  that  be- 
fell Mr.  Macklin  while  he  was.  a  ftrolle^ — his  ̂ cqu^nt^ 

ance  with  the  famous  Anthony  Boheme — ^Mr.  Macklin*s 

criticifms  on  that  gentleman's  performances — pomes  to 

London  with  Bph^rpe — Qlian^es  his  name — laughable 

circumftances  attending  it— rejoins  a  ftrqlling  comply 

at  Stratford-Ie-bo\y — proceeds  to  Southwark  fair — is 

engaged  by  the  manager  of  Sadlprs  Wells. — plays  liar- 

lequin— returns  to  Briftol— joins  Lady  Hawley's  ftroil- 
ing  company — travels  into  Wales— his  humorous  ad- 

venture at  LlangadofTT-|pea  |o  Ireland  to  prove  his 

title  to  hisr  fati^er'^  efta^— fai^ls— yjii^s  l^i^  iQOt}]^.at 

Qlbncurirv|--ma'rri^  Mjr^^  ̂ nq  Grape— inftruf^  her 
10  the  fcience  of  afling — fets  oyt  for  Engl^od^-^rrives. 

at  Chefter-^]\]^$.  ̂ acli^lin  n^iakes  her  i^el^ut  i/i  Nurfe, 

in  {Ipmeo  and  Juliet— hc;^  (uccqfs— Mr.  Macklin  pror 

ceedt  to  Briftol — his  reception  there— Mrs.  Macklin 
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plays  Mrs.  Quickly  with  great  applaufc— Mr •  Macklin 
takes  a  ramble  into  Wales — arrives  at  Portfmouth-* 

Mifs  Macklin  born.     P.  158. 

CHAP.  XV. 

MR.  MACKLIN  makes  his  firft  appearance,  fub- 
fequent  to  his  regular  eftablifhment  on  the  London 

ftage>  in  the  charader  of  Captain  Brazen— his  fuccefs 

—Harper  is  taken  up,  and  committed  to  Bridewell— is 

difcharged — the  Haymarket  theatre  fliuts  up — the  ruin 

of  Highmore— charadcr  of  Fleetwood— obfervations 

on  gambling — Lord  Kenyon's  efforts  to  flop  it^^an  ac- 

count of  Duncomb's  Sr«/«j— Lillo*s  Chrijiian  Hero'^ 

and  Fielding's  Univerfal  Gallant — Mrs.  Macklin  en- 

gaged at  Drury-lane— her  debut — her  fuccefs— criti- 

cifmson  Gibber's  comedy  of  Live  makes  a  Man — Trick 
for  Trick  is  performed— Mr.  Macklin  and  Mr. 

Hallam  quarrel  about  a  comedy  wig— the  latter  is 

wounded— dies — a  full  account  of  Mr.  Macklin's  trial 

for  the  murder  of  Hallam— his  defence— found  guilty, 

of  man-flaughter.     P.  l^^* 

CHAP.  XVL 

MR.  MACKLIN  plays  Ramiine  in  the  Mifer— ' 
charadter  of  the  elder  Mr.  Mills — Quin  and  Milward 

fucceed  to'  his  parts— ̂ Mrs.  Cibber  makes  her  debut  in . 

the  tragedy  of  Zara — her  fuccefs— Mr.  Hill's  nephew 

plays"   0/w^«— injures    himfelf  *and    the    play — ^Mr, 4 
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Cpnneirs  Connoiffeur  is  damnc4— death  of  Mrs.  IJeroa 

— new  regulation  at  the  theatre  refpefting  the  prices  of 

admiiTion—Cartel  figncd  by  Mr.  Fleetwqod  ̂ nd  Mr. 

Rich—Mr.  Fielding  exhibits  fome  bold  fatires  at  th« 

Haymarket  theatre — Parliamf  nt,  in  confcquence,  pafs 

an  aft  for  limiting  the  number  of  playhoufes,  &c.— 

part  of  Lord  Chatham's  celebrated  fpeech  in  oppofition 
to  the  Bill.     P.  204. 

CHAP.  XVII. 

GOODMAN'S  FIELDS  and  the  Haymarket  the- 
atre (hut  up— the  licenfer  prohibits  two  pieces— fuccefsful 

publication  of  one  of  them — ^account  of  Garrick's  flrft 

appearance — is  engaged  at  Drury-lane — Mr.  Macklin 
very  attentive  to  the  inftrudlion  of  his  wife,  and  to  the 
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THE 

LIFE 

Of 

CHARLES   MACKLIN,  ESQ. 

Cliap.  L 

THAT  the  hiftoiyof  long  life  can  pleafc 
without  inftruftion,  by  merely  flattering 

our  hopes^  may  be  concluded  from  the  avidity 

with  which  the  very  dull  and  uninterefting 

memoirs  of  Parr  and  Jenkins  are  univer- 

fally  read.  Thefe  memoirs  prefent  us  a  pic* 

ture  of  uniform  and  barren  days;  and  the  read* 

er  is  only  aftonifhed,  that  fo  much  time  ihould 

have  produced  fo  very  little  incident. 

The  perfon  who  is  the  {ubje£l  of  the  fol- 

lowing pages,  long  exceeded  the  ufual  pe« 
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riod  of  the  life  of  man.  His  life  too,  was,  for 

the  moft  part,  fpent  in  public  and  applauded 
Exertions,  and  was  more  varied  than  that  of 

moft  of  his  contemporaries.  His  'biographer 
confiders  himfelf,  therefore,  as  difcharged  . 

from  the  neceffity  of  apologizing  for  the  fub- 
jeftbehasundertakeQ.  .  . 

As  Mr.  Mac  KLIN  was  never  fenfiblc 

that  he  hiad  occafion  to  blufli  at  any  part 

of  his  conduft,  he  was  always  much  lefs  fear- 

ful of  being  expofed,  than  of  being  mifrepre- 
fented;  and  as  he  ccmSidsxcd  that  it  was  more 

than  probable  the  uninformed  and  the  necef- 

;  fitous  might  attempt  to  write  an  hiftory  of  his 
Iffc,  and  relate  anecdotes  of  him,  when  falfe^ 

hood  could  not  eafily  be  detefted ;  he,  for  thefe 

rcafons,  as  well  as  in  conformity  with  the  fre- 

quent foHcitations  of  his  friends,  had  deter- 

mined, while  his  mind  was  yet  in  full  vigour, 

to  give  the  world  an  authentic  hiftory  of  his 

life ;  for  which  purpofe,  he  had  prepared,  and 

partly  arranged  the  materials;  but  finding 

that  a  work  of  that  magnitude  would  be  too 

laborious  an  undertaking,  at  his  time  of  life. 
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and  too  great  an  encroachment  on  the  bufinefs 

of  his  profeffion,  he  fefolved  to  give  the  mate- 
rials to  fome  perfon^  on  whom  he  could  depend^ 

for  the  purpofe  of  compiling  and  throwing 
them  into  form. 

With  this  view  he  made  choice  of  the 

author^  conceiving,  as  it  is  hoped  the  reader 

Will>  that  a  near  relation^  bred  up^  and  living 

for  upwards  of  twenty  years  with  hini ;  ac- 
quainted from  his  infancy  with  his  defcent^ 

family,  and  connefilions;  and  enabled  by 

daily  obfervations  to  trace  out^  and  truly  deli- 
neate  his  chara^er>  would  be  more  likely  than 

any  other  perfon  to  write  an  hiftory  recom- 
mended by  truth  and  fidelity  i  objefts^  in  Mr. 

MacIc Lillys  opinion,  far  fuperior,  in  intrinfic 
value,  to  all  the  graces  and  beauties  which 

the  higheft  embcUifhments  of  ftyle  could  bc- 
fiow  upon  it« 

The    propriety   of    choofing    a  perfon  of 

this  kind 'will  be  more  obvious  to  the  reader^ 
when,  on  perufing  the   following  fheetSj  he 

will  find  few  fubje£is,  that  have  for  a  long  tiibe 
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occupied  public  attention,  into  which  more  of 

vulgar  error  and  injuftice  have  found  their 

way,  than  into  the  charafter  and  life  of  Mr. 
Macklin. 

That  he  has  been  in  many  important 

points  of  view  mifreprefented,  and  mif- 
underftood ;  and  that  it  is  only  by  a  conftant 

obfervation  of  his  heart  and  difpofition,  as  dif- 
clofed  in  the  diurnal  difcharge  of  domeftic 

duty,  his  real  charafter  can  be  developed. 

From  his  fituation  with .  refpe£l  to  M n 

Macklin,  and  vifiting  him  conftantly,  the 

author  has  had  means,  which  no  perfon 

but  himfelf  could  have  had,  of  tracing  and 

noting  the  gradual  decline  and  enfeeblemeht 

of  the  old  gehtleman's  mind  ;  neither  could 
his  habits  or  manner  of  living  have  been  fo 

accurately,  or  indeed  at  all,  dcfcribed  by  a 
ftranger. 

He  hopes,  therefore,  that  thefe  advan- 

tages will  counterbalance  the  deficiency 

of  his  ftyle,  and  the  richnefs  of  the  fubjeft 
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atone  for  the  poverty  of  the  vehicle,  by  which 

it  is  conveyed. 

Had  the  hiftorianof  Mr.  Macklin  written 

towards  the  beginning  inftead  of  the  clofe  of 

the  prefent  century,  it  might  have  been  necef- 

fary  for  him  to  have  encountered  public  pre- 
judice, and  illiberality,  with  a  defence  of  the 

profeflion  of  an  a£lor. 

He  muft  have  repeated  the pr^ife  of  Roscius 
from  Cicero;  and fhewn,  that  neither  the 

ynfdom  of  Solon,  nor  the  virtue  of  Brutus  j 

the  magnanimity  of  Cjesar,  nor  the  faga- 
city  of  Augustus,  rendered  them  hoftile 

to  the  ftage ;  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  all 
the  wife,  and  all  the  virtuous,  of  Greece 

and  Rome— their  greateft  moralifts,  ftatef- 

men,  philofophers,  and  warriors,  counte- 

nanced and  fupported  the  drama  and  its  per- 
formers, as  highly  ferviceable  to  the  caufe  of 

virtue,  and  conducive  to  the  well-being  of  a 
ftate. 

But  this  is  become  unneceffary  in  thefe  li- 

beral and  enlightened  days,  when  a  Garr  ic  k« 
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a  Barry,  and  a  H£iiDi:asoN  lie  interred 

in  the  fame  Abbey  with  the  Klnga  of  Eng-» 
land,  and  mix  their  duft  with  the  remains 

of  the  firft  poets,  philofophers,  and  divines 

of  this  country. 

Few  fubjefts  have  been  canvaffed  with 
more  confidence,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  been 

lefs  knowri»  or  underftood,  than  the  origin  of 

Mr.  Mac  KLIN. — No  foonerhad  he,  by  the 
indefatigable  exertion  of  ftiany  years,  emerged 

from  that  obfcm-ity,  to  which  the  rigour  of 
fortune,  and  the  prejudices  of  ah  illiberal 

world,  had  endeavoured  to  coniign  him,  and 

raifed  himfelf  up  to  public  notice  and  app^o- 
bation,  than  curiofity  was  bufily  employed  in 

the  enquiry  of  who  he  was  ̂ -^and  whence  ht 
was  defcended  ?  as  if  to  meafure  his  title  to 

the  favour  and  applaufe  he  received,  by  the 

rank  and  quality  of  his  progenitors. 

As  this  was  a  fubjeft,  on  which  Mr. 

Mac  KLIN  had  not  given  any  avowed  com* 
munication  to  the  public,  recourfe  was  had  to 

conjeftuxe.  The  whifpers  of  furmife  were  re- 
ceived, as  the  affertions  of  truth. 
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The  loofe  ftorie*  of  conTmal  hours  iwere 

c&reAiIIjr  hoarded  up,  and  unwarrantable  m* 
ferences  drawn  from  them  ;  ibppoiitlon  and 

malevolence  by  tumi  fupplied  the  place  of 

fact^  and  Mr.  Macklin,  becaufe  it  did 

not  fuh  his  leifure,  or  his  difpofition,  to  pro-, 
claini  to  the  world  his  genealogy,  was  at  firft 

fofpefited,  and  afterwards  concluded,  to  have 

fpmng  from  the  very  loweft  order  of  the  peo- 

This,  however,  was  a  great  miftake,  which, 
neverthelefs,  Mr.  Macklin  feems  not  to 

have  been  very  anxious  to  reftily  j  fuftanied 

thTOOghout  by  the  vigour  oi  his-  mind,  and  by 

a  laudable  confidence  in  his:  ̂ wn  ftrength,  he 
difregardcd  fuch  trivial  confiderations.  It  did 

no«  require  half  his  fagacity  to  be  convinced, 

that  refpeft,  power,  or  mfluence,  could  not  be 

claimed  by  hereditary  'defcent,  unless  the 
fource  of  all  power — -money — defcended 

along  wiA  it ;  and  that  if  he  could  only  ac- 
qibte  the  latter,  tibe  former  would  fellow  of 
coorfe. 
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BefideSy  he  had  too  much  true  pride ;  and 

preferred  the  confcioufnefs  of  owing  all  to 

himfelf,  to  the  pitiful  expedient  of  drawing 

upon  the  merits  of  his  anceftors. 

He  wiflied  rather  to  gain  new  honors  for 

himfelfy  than  to  tranfmit  the  impaired  ho- 

nors of  others ;  and  a£led  upon  the  perfua-^ 
iion,  that  fo  unimportant  a  confederation  as 
his  birth,  could  neither  confer  credit  on  him, 

if  he  did  not  deferve  it,  nor  withhold  it  from 

bim>  if  he  did* 

The  progenitors  of  Mr.  Mack l in,  whofe 

real  name  was  M^Laughliriy  were,  both  on 

his  father^s  and  mother's  fide,  highly  refpefta- 
ble  in  the  eftimation  of  their  age  and  country. 

Of  the  motives  that  induced  him  to  change 

his  name,  from  McLaughlin  to  Macklin,  we 
(hall  hereafter  inform  the  reader. 

His  grandfather,  Terence  M^Laughlin^  in- 
herited from  an  old  ftock  of  gentry,  from 

which  he  was  defcended,  an'handlbme  landed 
property  in  the  county  of  Down,  in  Ireland, 
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and  intermanried  with  Anne  O'Kelly,  the 
daughter  of  a  family  of  confiderable  rank  and 

fortune  in  the  county  of  Galway. 

At  that  time  family  pride  ran  as  high  in 

Ireland,  as  it  ever  did  in  any  part  of  the 

world  5  and  .the  families  of  M'Lauohlin, 

or  O'Kelly,  would  apt  have  thought  them- 
felves  very  much  honored  by  an  union  with 

thofe  of-  Llewellin,  Douglas,  or 

Howard.  In  fa£l,  it  was  carried  to  fuch 

excefs,  that,  in  the  eftimation  of  the  Irifh,  the 

fuppofed  dignity  of  blood  atoned  for  the 

utter  want  of  wealth ;  while  no  imaginable 

ihare  of  riches  could  confer  dignity  without 

it.  Mr.  Mac  KLINES  anceftors  were  not 
obliged  to  fupply  the  deficiency  of  either, 

They,  in  fkft,  pofleffed  an  honorable  fuffi- 

ciency  of  both. 

William  McLaughlin,  the  father  of 
the  gentleman  whofe  life  we  are  about  to 
record,  was  the  eldeft  fon  of  Terence 

M'Laughlin,  and  inherited  from  his  father, 
not  only  an  eftate,  but  an  increafed  fliare  of  con- 

4 



10  THE    LIFE    Of 

fcquence  in  the  county  of  Down,  He  mar- 

ried Alice  O'Flakagan,  the  daughter  of 

John  O'Flanagan,  of  Black  Cqfile,  in  the 
county  of  Wejtmeathy  who  was  proprietor  of 

that  place,  with  a  large  eftate  which  lay 
around  it:  a  fon  of  whom  was  married  to 

the  daughter  of  John  Shaw,  of  Somerftowny 

in  the  county  of  Meatk,  a  man  of  immenfe 

landed  property,  including  not  onij  Somerf- 
tewn  itfelf,  but  the  eftate  of  Rathmullion  and 

part  of  Summer-kill,  now  belonging  ta  the 
family  of  Rowley* 

All  thefe  families  pofieifed  extenfire  landed 

cftates;  but  in  the  various  revolutions  of 

church  and  fiate,  which,  in  the  laft  century, 

convulfed  that  unhappy  country,  the  pro- 
perty was  transferred  from  the  defcendants  of 

the  old  poffeffors,  and  the  rights  of  immemo- 

rial prefcription  gave  way  to  the  more  irre- 
fiftible  claims  of  confifcation ;  while  the  fa- 

milies themfelves  have  become  almoft  t%^ 
tina. 
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Itwae  fomefhort  time  before  the  period^ 

when  the  people  of  England  called  over 

the  Prince  of  Orange  to  fill  the  throne  of 
Great  Britsun,  in  exclufion  of  James  II.  that 

William  McLaughlin  married.  The 

king,  dethroned  in  England,  threw  himfelf  on 

the  aiFe£tion  and  loyalty  of  his  Irifh  fubjefts. 

Unfortunately  for  them,  they  warmly  ef- 

poufed  his  caufe,  and  were  requited  with  bafe« 

nefs  and  treachery — ^the  pufillanimous  James 
deferted  them  in  the  day  of  trial,  arid  left 
them  victims  to  confifcation,  and  all  the  other 

hardfliips,  to  A^^hich,  in  fuch  revolutions,  the 
unfuccefsful  party  are  always  expofed. 

William  McLaughlin  commanded  a 

troop  of  horfe  in  his  army,  and,  as  far  as  the 
oral  tradition  of  thofe  times  can  be  credited, 

was  diftinguifhed  not  only  for  valour,  but  for 
a  fhare  of  (kill  and  condu£t,  not  commcm  in 

the  Iri(h  part  of  King  James's  army.  To 

William  M*Laughlin's  loyalty  and  zeal 
in  the  caufe  of  that  weak  monarch,  the  public 

are  indebted  for  his  fon's  being  reduced  to  the 
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neceflity  of  embracbg  the   profeifion  of  an 
a£lor 

The  firft  fruits  of  this  marriage  was  a 

daughter,  named  Mary,  the  next  was  the  hero 

of  this  hiftory.  Charles  M'Laughlin 

was  bom  *two  months  previous  to  the' 
memorable  battle  of  the  Boyne.  The  time 

and  circumftances  of  his  birth,  and  infant  for- 

tunes, were  too  remarkable  to  be  forgotten  by 
his  family. 

In  Ireland,  that  is  to  fay,  among  the  mere 
unmixed  old  Irifh,  the  mpft  trivial  anecdotes 

of  every  individual  of  a  family  are,  or  at 

leaft  were,  recorded  with  a  degree  of  circum- 
ftantiality  that  would  aftonifh  any  one  of  this 

country,  at  this  period  of  civilization  ;  and  of 

thefe  anecdotes,  the  leading  and  more  extra- 
ordinary ones  were  faithfully  detailed  by  the 

female  bards,  (for  fo  they  may  be  called) 
who  chaunt  verfes  over  the  dead:  on  which 

occafions,  they  trace  back  the  genealogy  of 

the  deceafed,  and  enlarge  upon  every  domeftic 

*  For  an  irrefragable  proof  of  Mr.  Macklin*s  age,  th« 
reader  is  referred  to  Chap.  13. 
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circumftancCjfor  three,  four,  or  five  generations* 

The  circumftance  of  Charles  Macklin's 

having  been  carried  away,  in  a  *  turf-kifli, 
from  the  fcene  of  aftion,  near  the  Boyne, 

on  that  memorable  day  which  gave  freedom 

to  Ireland,  and  transferred  the  property  of  the 

old  poffeffors  to  new  matters,  is  ftill  fpoken  of 

by  thofe,  whpfe  grandfathers,  if  living,  could 

fcarcely  remember  the  event,  but  who  have 

had  it  from  father  to  fon  by  oral  tradition. 

In  thofe  days^  the  ladies  of  that  country 
were  almoft  as  mafculine  as  fome  ladies  of 

faihion  are  now  in  England;  though  not 

'Cxa£Uy  in  the  fame  manner.  Undegene- 
rate,  and  uncorrupted,  from  the  tendemefs  of 

their  hearts  arofe  a  courage,  fuperior  even  to 

that  of  the  male  fex — ^an  utter  difregard  of 

danger. — ^A  gentle,  but  uninterrupted  fpring 
of  valour,  infpiredy.not  by  a  thirft  for  an  ene* 

my's  blood,  but  by  an  almoft  divine  fplicitude 

for  a  father's,  a  brother's,  or  an  huftand'sfafety. 

*  A  kind  of  ba(ket  placed  on  a  car,  and  ufed  principally 

for  the  purpofe  of  conveying  turf  from  the  bogt  to  the  habi- 
Utions  of  the  Iriih. 
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In  fliort,  there  were  many  of  them  who  want- 

ed nothing  but  the  refinement  and  polifh  of 

the  prefent  times  to  rival  a  diftinguiflied  lady;* 
who,  under  the  impulfe  of  conjugal  affeftion, 

followed  her  hufband  through  all  the  horrors 
of  the  American  war. 

It  was  in  the  fuUnefs  of  this  fpirit,  that 

the  mother  of  Mr.  Macklin,  attended  by 

a  fervant,  followed  her  hufband  into  the  tu- 

mult and  hazards  of  the  war,  and  helped  to 

gird  on  his  fword  on  the  morning  of  the  battle 
of  the  Boyne. 

The  refult  of  that  battle  is  well  known. 

James  not  only  fufFered,  but  promoted^ 

and  even  rejoiced  at,  the  defeat  of  his  too 

faithful  fubjefts.  The  Irifli  army  was  routed, 

and  Mr.  Macklin's  mother  was  obliged  to  pro- 
vide for  thelafety  of  herfelf  and  her  children, 

by  precipitately  retiring  from  the  fcene  of  ac* 
tion  I  conveying,  as  already  mentioned,  young 

Charles,  in  a    turf-kijliy  to  the  houfe  of  a 

•^  Ia^y  Harriet  Ackland. 
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friend  at  Shinglafs,  in  the  county  of  Weft- 
meath.  The  loyalty  of  the  unhappy  Irifli 

not  only  followed  the' fortunes  of  James,  but 
outlived  his  perfidy*  All  his  bafenefs  and 

treachery  were  infufllicient  to  (hake  them  from 

what  they  thought  their  juft  allegiance.  They 
endeavoured  to  bury  the  frailties  of  the  man 

in  the  right  of  the  king,  and,  even  when  irre- 

trievably defeated,  maintained  their  attach- 

ment and  fidelity  inviolate.  Among  the  reft^ 

William  M'Laughlin  remained  fleadily 

faithful  to  James ;  and 'having  a  fpirit  as  un-^ 
wilUng  to  fue  for  terms,  as  he  was  unable  to 

impofe  them^  was  perfecuted,  among  others, 

with  the  utmoft  rigmir.  His  eftate,  and  the 

efiates  of  all  his  connections,  were  very  foon 

confiscated.  Thus  at  once  deprived  of  his 

property,  he  retired  with  his  family  into  the 

county  of  Weftmeath,.  where  he  lived  for  fwne 

years  in  obfcurity.  It  wa$  during  this  period 

of  family  diftrefs,  that  Mr.  M'Laughlin 
adopted  the  expedient  of  carrying  his  family 

to  the  metropolis,  with  the  view  of  bettering 

his  condition,  and  of  making  fome  provifion 

for  an  iacreafin|;  iflue.     In  the  capital  he  was 
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as  unfortunate  as  in  the  country ;  and  although 

he  was  a  man  of  extraordinary  ftrength  of 

body,  and  equal  vigour  of  mind,  yet  he  nevei( 

recovered  his  fpirits  after  the  battle  of  the 

Boyne.  He  died  in  December,  1704,  literally 

of  a  broken  heart;  a  vi£lim  to  mifappUed  loy-f 
alty  and  miilaken  generofity. 

On  his  death,  his  widow  collected  together 

all  her  little  effe3s,  and  took  lodgings  in  Bar* 
rack-llrcet,  Dublin,  where  fhe  lived  for  two 

years  in  aftate  of  obfcufity  and  retirement,  fuit- 
cd  to  the  condition,  of  her  feelings  and  her  purfe. 

Her  property,  notwithftanding  her  great  in- 
duftry  andoBConomy,  was  diminilhing  every 

day;  and  her  inability  to  maintain  her  beloved 

offspring  in  the  tender  manner  fhe  could  wifh, 

was,  to  a  woman  of  her  exquifite  feelings,  a 

heart-breaking  refle£Uon- 

Shc  had  no  rcfources— All  who  owed 

prote£lion  or  ̂ id  to  her  or  her  children,, 

were  buried  in  one  common  ruin  with  herfelf  > 

and  fhe  was  nearly  reduced  to  defpair,  when 

Providence,  in  pity  of  her  affliftions,  threw 

relief  in  her  way;  that  is,  enabled  her  to  pro- 
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vide  for  her  children,  by  abandoning  the  me- 
lancholy indulgence  which  fhe  had  cheriihed 

of  finking  to  the  grave  a  widow;  and  carrying 
with  her  to  her  laft  breath,  unabated,  her  Ipvc 
for  the  bed  of  her  deceafed  hufband. 

#■ 

An  Irifhman,  of  refpeflable  family^  who  had 

made  a  more  'v^ife  choice  than  her'  huiband^ 
and  efpoufed  the  caufe  of  King  William,  faw, 
admired  her,  and  fued  for  her  hand.  His 

name  was  Luke  O^Meally  t  he  had  fought 
under  the  banners  of  King  William,  at  the 

battle  of  the  Boyne.  To  better  the  condition 

of  her  children  was  her  darling  objeft ;  flie, 

therefore,  confented  to  give  a  new  parent  to 

young  Charles  and  his  filler;  and  to  the  laft 
moment  of  his  exiftence,  the  veteran  Shylock 

never  forgot  to  do  him  juftice ;  and,  whenever 
his  name  was  mentioned,  bore  ample  teftimony 

to  his  having  been  a  moft  tender,  kind,  apd 

aifeftionate  father  to  him.  This  marriage 

took  place  in  February,  1707. 

The  circumftances  pf  Mr.  O'Mcally  were 
not  fo  afBuent  as  to  allow  him  to  lead  a  life  of 

C 
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idlenefs.  .  He,  therefore,  on  the  difbahdlri^  bf 

his  regiment,  refolved  to  go  into  bufinefs,  arid 

opened  a  tavern  in  Dublin;  which,  Jong  afti^, 

continued  to  be  a  place  of  celebrity ;  and  tva's 
known,  till  very  lately,  by  the  name  of  **  ihb 

'  Eagle,"  in  Werburgh-ftreet. 

Mrs.  O'Meally,  howevei-j  being  unwilling 
to  have  her  fon  expofed  to  the  vitiating  habits 

of  a  tavern,  boarded  young  Charles  at  ah  ̂ 

acanemy  in  Ifland-bridge,  a  fmall  village  about 
a  mile  \o  the  weft  ward  of  Dublin,  defigning  tb 

give  him  ah  education  fuitable  to  the  mcfrcimtile 

line  •  to  ̂ hich  it  was  her  ihtentlon  tobfitig  hirii 

up.  Herdaughler^however^  (he  kept  with  helr- 

felf ;  but  {he  did  not  live  long  5  ah'd  as  her  death 
was  ibmewhat  extraordinary,  it  miy,  perhap!5| 

be  worth  deviating  from  the  difeft  line  of  the 

hiftory  to  mention  it* 

Mn  O^Meally  was  a  Very  goodnatuted 
man  5  but  like  matiy  others,  N?eho  are  called 

good-natured,  was  apt,  on  the  ftrength  of  it, 

to  indulge  in  violent  fits  of  paffion.  It  hap- 
pened that  this  poor  girl  fufFered  herfelf,  one 



iiionijng  before  l^e  father  and  mother  were  up^ 

to  be  cheated  of  a  few  (hillings  by  a  ptrty  of 

lUng  William's  military  officers.  When  Mf; 

O^Meally  difeovered  it,  he  flaw  intdan  oui<^ 
tageous  paffion,  ftormed  at  her^  and  tiirew  hc^ 

into  an  agony  of  £6ar»  which  carried  her  off^ 

after  fhe  had  lingered  under  its  efi«£ts  ht^ 
Iween  two  and  three  months. 

Ciiav^  iii 

MUCH  ha$  beto  faid  and  writt^li  ad  the 

fubje^  of  education  1  muph  more^ 

however^  might  be  faid  and  written  upon  i^ 

withput  exhauftirtg  the  topic;  In  infimcy; 

«ertamly»  the  temper  is  formed;  and  the  ha- 

bits of  feeling  as  well  as  of  thinking  impreff- 
td  upon  th6  human  heart.  Were  parents 

awaxe  oJF  the  cfxtent  of  this  principle,  they 

WpuM  be  more  attentive  to  it  than  ihey  arei 

Did  th«y  know  ht>w  soaxiy  mifchiefs  arife^  in 

idttlt  yeaos  from  imprdSons  made  in  child* 
liood#  by  drcuBttftances  ippajreptly  innocent  ot. 

\AmA,  tbcy  wwdd  fliofe  deliberately  weigh 

C2 
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evrery  part  of  the  management  of  youth  befbie 
they  attempted  to  put  it  in  practice.  Certahn^ 

it  i3,  that  from  things  feemingly  the  moft  inr 

.^gnificant,  children  will  take  a  bent  nev'er  after 
to  be  reftified-T^Frpni  apparent  triflSes^  they 

.will  adopt  averfibns  or  attachments-^^reju- 

dtces^  propeniities^  aiid  paffionsj  which  nei- 
ther, reafon,  experience,  or  induftry,  can  ever 

after  eradicate  from  their  minds4 

The  choice  of  the  perfoti  to  whofe  tuition 

parents  entruft  their  children  is,  therefore,  of 

the  greateft  confequence.  It  is  Aot  enough 

clhat  fuch  a  man  is  a  fchdar  :  there  are  many 

•of  thofe  deeply 4earned  pedagogues,  who  fill 
the  minds  and  hearts  of  their  pupils  with  a 

thoufand  difgufting  propensities,  and  even 

vices,  for  which  no  (hare  of  learning  can 
atone* 

*  How  riiahy  have  been  txiade  to  abhor  early 

rifing  and  reading — how  many  to  abhor  their 

■  duty  at  church,  by  unreafonabte  rigour  in 
thofe  points,  and  inhuman  chaflifement  for 

neglefil:  of  them*     It  was  from  the  cruelty  of  a 
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|>edagogue,  that  Mr.  Macklin^  almoft  in  infan^ 
cy,  imbibed  that  invincible  prejudice  agitinft 

the  Scotch,  'which  adhered  to  him  through  a 
long  life,  and  is  too  glaringly  avowed  in  his 

writings  to  have  efcaped  the  obfervation  of 

^ny  one  who  has  read  or  feen  them  performed. 

The  academy  at  which  he  was  boarded  was 

Icept  by  a  Scotchman,  of  the  nam^  of  Nicholfon 

—naturally  morofe,  four,  and  fevere  in,  his 
temper;  the  pra£lice  of  a  fchoolmafter  was 

not  likely  to  improve  it. — Like  too  many  of 
his  prpfeffion,  he  was,  in  fa6l,  acompendimn 

of  all  thofe  glpomy,  brutal  paflions,  which  con- 
ftitute  the  fyftematip  tyrapt;  and  only  wanted 

power  to  be  a  perfe^fil  defpot.    ̂   fubje£t  better 

.calculated  both  fpr  the  indulgence  and  vexa- 
tion of  fuch  a  man  could  sot  have  been  fpund 

than  young  Charles.     If  Nicholfon  was  cruel, 

lyi acklin  was  arch,  bold,  refolute,  and  ingeni- 
ous.   Thu$  the  tyranny  and  morofenefs  of  tHb 

Scotchman,  fet  off  by  a  grotefque  perfon,  a 

ludicrous  voice,  and  the  moft  outre,  whimsi- 

cal deportment,  were  fufficient  to  recommend 

hiin  to  the  boy's  contempt  and  abhorrence. 
With  fuch  motives  to  hoftility  on  both  fid^s, 

C  3 



it  is  not  at  all  furprizhxg,  thit  they  fotm 

declared  Wftr  agaiialft  eacfc  other,  which  they 

certainly  cointinued  for  the  fpace  of  nineteen 

mbntlis,  and,  till  the  bpy  pa0ed  his  eighiteentiki 

year;  a  time  truly  aftonifliing  for  two  human 

beings  to  reifnain  wilfully  infli£Ung  and  fui^ 

lering.  The  one  was  content  to  under^  all 

the  torment  afKd  coiifuiion,  ̂ wtiicii  wit^  ardh- 
titk,  aiKi  ingenuity  could  devife  for  hh  an- 
noyaiice,  rather  than  forego  liie  uidfilge^ce 

he  felt  in  whipping  the  bcry— The  other  was 
willing  to  puarchafe  the  ki&ary  4rf  tormenting 

his  tyrant  at  tfie  <iaily  ex^jence  of  a  horfing— 
/and  if  the  talents  of  both  be  duly  confidered^ 
it  teJlI  remain  doubtful  to  which  of  tiiem  the 

palm  "^f  perfevering  patience  belonged. 
Charles,  in  Ws  very  infancy,  difciofed  ftrong 

marks  of  that  temper,  genius,  and  fpipk, 

which  marked  his  -charaQ-er  in  fucceeding 
•  life— flirewd,  keen,  and  penetrating  beyond 
his  years— bold,  proud,  and  refetotCi  and 
cveifi  then  inflexibly  firm  to  his  purpofci 

full  of  animation,  fice  and  vivacity,  with  an 

heart  which  lendernefs  or  perfuafion  might 

mould,  but  no  tyyanny  depreffe  oir  oditeeal. 
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Ppffn  fuch  a  yi|;orous,  luxuri^njt  ftock,  l]^o\}r 
pxamy  ̂ ol^le  yir,tues  mi^ht  not  have  been  xffr 

grafted  by  the  hwid  of  ikill.  But  it  jFe^l  into 

^be  hapds  of  a  blockhead,  who,  though  he 

,c;9j^ldnotmarrits  growth,  contrived,  p.erhfips, 
to  diftort  its  direftion.  The  circumftancef  of 

this  period  of  his  life  injprefled  them,felves  fp 

deejply  on  Mr,  Macklin's  mind,  that  he 
never  forgot  them,  and  frequently  indulged 

bis  friends  with  humorous  dercriptiqns  of  his 

conili£):s  witb>  and  machination^  to  .t^ntfdizea 

Niqbplfqp. 

He  early  poffefled  an  extraordinary  tajent 

for  mimickry,  which  he  exercifed  to  the  con- 

tinual annoyance  of  the  pei^ant,  by  counter- 
feiting alternately  the  voices  of  him  and  his 

wife  Harriet,  and  calling  aloud  upon  either, 

in  the  voice  of  the  other  fo  exa£Hy,  as  to 

baffle  aJ||l  their  vigilance  in  guarding  agai|i| 

his  pranjks;  ̂ nd  a  parrot  which  our  young 
bero  had  taught  not  only  to  mimick  both  in 

the  fame  ftyle,  but  to  call  them  by  the  moft 

Tidicuj^ous  names,  compleated  their  mortifica- 
.tion.  Every  week  a  meiTage  was  fent  to 

Charles's  mother,  to  requeft  that  either  ihe  or 
C  4 
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her.hufiband  would  come  and  take  the  boy 

dway,  or  filence  him.  She  would  come  and 

threaten,  and  entreat.  Charles  would  promife 

amendment—- keep  his  word  for  a  day  or 

twa — and  again  become  as  mifchievous  and 
troublefome  as  ever.  Nor  was  his  archnefs 

confined  to  Nichol/on ;  everyone  who  hap- 
pened to  have  the  leaft  oddity  or  fingularity 

was  fure  to  become  the  fubjeft  of  his  mirth 

and  humour — fcarcely  any  one  therefore  ef- 

caped  him — and  he  at  lafl  obtained  the  nick- 
name of  Charles  a  Molluchth ;  or,  in  Englifb, 

Wicked  Charley .  Whi4e  at  fchool,  he  was 

ipelebrated  for  feats  of  prpwefs  and  valour- 

He  was  more  than  a  match  at  boxing  arid 

,  cudgel-playing  for  any  boy  of  his  age — ^and 
excelled  in  fwimming,  even  there,  where 

that  art  has  always  been  carried  to  a  degree 

of  perfeftion  fo  great,  as  to  furprize  all  fo- 
JPRgners,  who  have  occafion  to  vifif  Dublin. 

The  prafilice  of  leaping  off  the  bridges  of 

-  Dublin,  and  off  the  mafts  of  fhips  into  the 
river,  was  not  then  fo  common  as  it  has  fince 

become.  It  was  at  that  time  deemed  |n  a£t 

ot  heroilm,  and  Macklin  was  among  the  firft, 

€« 
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jf  not  the  v«ryfirft,  who  undertook  that 

leemingly  hazardous  feat  of  leaping  finom  the 

Old  Bridge  into  the  Liffey. 

i  Ciiap.  III. 

D'
 

URING  the  time  he  was  receiving  hi» 

education  at  the  academy  of  Mr. 

Njcholfon,  an  incident  occured,  which  Mn 

Macklin  always  confidered  to  be  the  hinge 
on  which  the  fortunes  of  his  whole  life  af- 

terwards turned ;  and  the  circumftance  that 

direfted  his  thoughts  to  the  ftage.  Though 

it  is  reafonable  to  fuppofe  that  talents,  fo  cal- 

I  culated  as  his  were  for  the  profeffion,  fet  in  ♦ 
motion  by  a  fpirit  fo  vivid  and  mercurial  as  he 

polTeffed,  could  hardly  have  failed  of  con- 

dufting  hiin  one  day  or  other  into  the  courf^ 
defigned  for  him.  However,  from  this  1^ 

always  dated  his  firft  difpofition  to  become  an 
aSor,  and  for  that  reafon  confidered  it  as  a 

remarkable  aera  in  his  life. — In  th©  year  1708, 

Mr.  fNicholfon  refolved  to  have  a  play  per- 
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2^  rj^jL  i^iff  pw 

^rmed  by  M«  fcbpl^ys,  jw  owiejr  to  ̂ fpby  1^ 

Ikillia  iteacHing  (teoi  ejiocutipp.  f  t^e  pbv" 

chofen  for  the  occafioi)^  wa3  "  Tb£  Orfikfi^" 

or  "  Unhappy  Marriage.'' — The  male  parts 
\v0e  readily  filled,  b»t  to  perform  the  cha- 

rafter  of  Monimia  was  with  every  boy  an  *▼ 
objeft  either  of  fo  much  difficulty  or  diflike, 

.that  nolone  jBt  for  it  could  be  foUn^  ̂ 9W* 

dertajke  it.  At  that  time^  a  Mrs.  Pilkii^gtffn, 

a  lady  of  mpft  amiable  difjpofition,  .fin4  un- 
common attainments,  redded  at  I^and^bridge, 

and  ,was  in  the  babit^  qf  vifitii^  ̂ rp. 
NichoJfon.  To  ber  -excellent  .un^e^it^^ 

ing,  the  archtiefe,  the  ipleafantty,  f^nfl  ifte 
bumour  of  Macklin,  difopyeted  no  lefs  the 

.promife  <^f  foroe thing  ys^luable  in  m^nbopfl^ 

thai  his  oppreffed  ft^te  w^S:a,recp|nm^p(J|i- 

tion  to  her  good  heart.  3he  never  failed  to 
plead  with  all  her  eloquence  in  b^s  ̂ vp^^r, 

Ji^whenevfir  the  pedagogue  or  bis  wife  raile^ 
againft  him.  And  ftie  was  oft^n  heard  to 

fay,  that  (be  was  convinced  he  would,  pne 

time  or  other^  make  a  confpicuous  figure  Jn 
the  world. 

M^ 
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As  fbmi  VLSi&ie  difficaity  aroife  about  peilbim- 

hag  tlie  chara^r  of  Manimm^  Mrs.  Fidkin^baa 

^  iftked  tbe  opportunity  of  recomraernding  her 

^voorite,  faynig,  that  (ke  woald  take  upon  her? 

»felf  to  gi?e  him  feme  inftru£tions,  widi  the  l^lp 

<>f  ti^^ch  fhe  had  no  he(i%tion  to  prpmif^^ 
that  the  character  erf  the  heroine  &ould  be 

I  the  heft  performed  part  in  the  play.  '  To  this 
•         ̂expedtent  Nicho)fon  at  iirft  peremptorily  cd^ 

jededjtiot  kfs  perhaps  from  real  diftn:^  of  the 

l>oy's  talents,  than  from  the  fixed  and  fettled 
)is(ti«4  fiifltt  he  bore  him.    It  was  m  icain,  how- 

i&verflliat  he  argued,  affuring  her  the  boy  was 

fubh  A'wiid,  incorrigible  rogue,  that,  however 
qualified  he  might  be  to  perform  the  part,- 
he  would  never  go  through  with  it,  for  it 

a£xrded  him  fuch  an  oqpportunity  of  gratify- 

.  ^  his  mifchievous  propenfities,  that  it  was 

\  impoffible  for  him  to  refift  the  temptation. 

.  J  The  good  lady,  however,  would  not  be  x9 
fufed^  and  Nicholfon    at  laft  confented  to 

letiMacklin  perform  Mommia,  ohfervtftg,  that 

I  he  wafs  fure  the  performance  woi^Id  beanter- 

'  yuptedby  fome  extravagant  a£l«    How  hv 
I  MacMin  might  have  juftified  the  fufpicton  of 
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Nicholfon,   if  the  charafter  had  been    wil-  jj 
folly  caft  upon  him  by  that  pedagogue;  he  ^ 
himfelf   was  never  able   to    afcertain.     lit  » 

refolved,  however,    to  exert  himfelf  to  the  '  ^ 
yttfoft,  in  order  to  do  as  mueh  credit  a$ 

poflible  to  the  gtpd  opinion  of  his  patronefs. 

He  diligently  ftudied  the  part- — rehearfed  fre- 
quentlybefore  her, and  fo  attentively  received 

and  profited  by  her  inftru£tions,  that  whep 
he  a£led  Monimia,  it  was  allowed  he  had         mm 

made  gbod  the  promife  (he  had  given*  th^t 
the  charafter  of  the  heroin^j    (hauJd  be  the 

beft  performed  part  in  the  play.    To  Ae  laft 
moments  of  his  exiftence,  Mr.  ̂ f acklin  nev<jr 

fpoke  of  that  lady,  without  giving  vent  to  the  i 

warmeft  eflFufions  of  gratitude  and  affeftion. 

In  fhort,  his  afting  aftonifihed  everj^  one,,  and 

extorted  from  Nicholfon    himfelf  fuch  ap« 

plaufe,  that  lie  not  only  began  to  ftand  higher 

m  the  opinion  of  others,  but  to  form  con* 

ceptions  of  his  own   powers,  and  entertain  ^ 
a  confidence  in  himfelf,  which  in  a  tery  little 

time  afterwards,  propelled  him  to  an  enter-  ^ 

prize,  that,  confidering  his  age,  and  the  time 

when  it  took  place,  manifefted  z%  e:{ctraQr-* 
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dinary  boldnefs  of  fpirit;  This  was  nothing 

lefs  than  to  leave  his  native  country,  and  to 

proceed  to  London,  in  order,  at  once,  to  get 
rid  of  Nicholfon,  and  better  his  condition;  or, 

as  the  common  faying  is,  /eek  his. fortune. 

It  was  in  the  year  1708  that  our  hcto  con* 
ceived  and  executed  this  adventurous  project. 
He  had  fome  time  before  €ontra£led  an  inti- 

V  ioiacy  with  two  young  men  of  a  very  wild  dif- 
poiition,  both  of  them  fome  years  older  than 
himfelf,  and  both  of  them  filled  with  ah  airdeilt 

di^fire  to  fee  the  world,  and  come  to  London 

to  pick  up  fome  of  the  gold,  which  the  unin- 

'  formed  part  of  the  Irifh  then  imagined  lay  in 

the  very  ftreets  of  the  metropolis. — With 
them  he  held  various  conferences  on  the  fub- 

jeS— ̂ very  one  of  which  tehded  to  ftrengthen 

them  in  the  whimfical  notion  they  had  con* 

>  ceivedi  Once  in  London,  Fortune,  they 

thought,  would  be  fure  to  prefect  herfelf  with 

open  arms  to  receive  them.  The  only  doubt 

or  difficulty  in  their  minds,  was  the  journey  ̂  

*  which,  iimple  as  they  were,  they  knew  could 

^  not  be  4parformed  without  fome  money :  and 
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money,  however  eafily  ̂ cqiiired  in ,  Lohdlm^  ^ 
was  certainly  obtained  with  great  difficulty  iii  u. 

Ireland;  particularly  by  three    wild,  needy  ^ 
youths^  whofe  |}arent&  c6uld  not  afford  theni  * 

much  packet  money.    This  difficulty  ferved  -M 

but  to  whdt  the  appetite  of  our  young  adven-  ^  ̂ 
Hirers  to  get  6ut  of  fuch  a  fbrdid  place  of  ̂  po- 

verty j  as  they  thought  Dublin,  and  fee  that  . 

depot- of  money  and  miracles,  London;  where 

a  Fortunatus's  pur/evfzs  fuppofed  to  be  at  the 
fervice  of  every  enterprizer.-.-Had  fhey  but 

bis  wijhing-cap^  they  would  have  been  happy 

in  a  trice-^But  wanting  that,  they  refolved  to 
life  their  beft  induftry  to  raife  a  fupply ;  which 

ajfter  fome  months  had  elapied,  and  a  thoo-^ 

£md  e&rts  had  been  made,  they  accom^difk*^ 
cd  to  their  prefent  content.  What  was  the 

exa£l  fum  the  others  had,  is  a  point  not  worth 

afcertainmg — ^but  it  was  certainly  lefs.than 

our  hero's,  who  contrived  to  purloin  fram  his 
inother,  nine  pounds^  a  fum»  wluch^  confider* 
iog  the  high  value  money  bore  at  that  timei 

was  no  fmall  acqulfition  to  himi  nor  <X)uki  be 
an  iiiconfiderable  lofs  to  his  mother.  It  was^ 

howe.ver,  the  laR  a£t  of  diCbbedience  he  wffd  * 
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«Ter^Ity6f ;  and  the  Only  friud  th«,  ifl  his 

Idfcglife,  h^  had  to  feccufe  hiitifelf  of  comtnit- 

tifig;  P(4(reflfed<)f  fo  much  wealth,  he  thought 

tUcTt  was  littte  dppfehenfion  of  his  ever  being 

pbOf ;  dnd  cbilceilriiig  that  tid  time  was  to  be 
tdft  ih  tnaking  good  his  flight,  in  cafe  of  fearch 

w  j^urfttit^  he,  in  company  with  his  two 

fi^ie&ds,  William  Mulligan,  the  fon  of  an 

apothi^cary,  in  Francis  ftreet,  and  Patrick 

D — ^— h|  the  fon  of  a  com-fa£ior,  inThomaS'^ 

ftreet^  got  on  board  a  fmall  trader^  lying  in 

Dublin  harbour^  r^ady  to  fail ;  and^  without 

any  adventure  or  mifadventure-^without  even 
a  ftorm,  which  almoft  every  paflenger  meets 

oh  his  firft  voyage^  as  a  thing  of  courfe>  they 

landed  at  Parkgate  ̂   and  proceeding  by  eaiy 

jotirnies  on  foot,  arrived  in  due  time  in 

London.-^After  defraying  the  etpences  of 
thdr  jourtieyj  and  living  m  London  for  the 

fpace  of  a  month  at  an  e:Ktravagant  fate,  du- 
ting  which  time  they  vifited  all  the  public 

places  of  amufement,  our  young  adventur- 
ers began,  for  the  firft  timife,  to  difcover  that 

f'he^  had  but  very  little  mdney  left :  and  as 
they  were  not  of  the  fortunate  fdrt  of  beings> 
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who  can  draw  on  a  good  ftock  of  prudence  for 

the  deficiencies  of  their  purfe,  the  fmall  fugi 

they  had  remaining,  was  foon  expended ;  and 

poverty,  with  all  its  horrors^  aggravated  by 
the  thoughts  of  being  in  a  ftrange  countryy  Jfl 

far  from  home,  began  to  ftare  them  in  the  face  ̂  
r-^and  their  Irifli  accent  precluded  them,  ia 
fome  degree,  from  that  compaffion,  which,  in 

thefe  days  of  liberality,  youths,  in  the  fame 

predicament,  might  hope  to  experience. 

It  would  not  be  to  be  wondered  at,  if  three' 
perfons  of  fuch  tender  years,  in  the  fituation 
our  adventurers  are  defcribed,  had  faUen  into 

a  ftate  of  utter  defpondency.  They  could 

not  hope  for  favour  or  compaffion  among 

ftrangers,  to  whom  every  word  they  uttered 

was  ofFenfive  and  alarming.  Neither  had 

they  any  friend,  or  countryman,  that  they  then 

knew  of,  to  whom  they  could  apply  for  aflift* 
ance.  In  this  dilemma,  they  held  frequent 

councils  together  s  and  one  day,  being  refolved 

into  a  committee  of  ways  and  means,  one  qf 

them,  Patrick  D   n,  urged,  hot  only  by 
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defperation,  but,  as  it  fliould  feem  from  his 

fubfequent  conduft,  by  bad  principles,  pro- 
pofed  to  have  recourfe  to  robbery  for  their  fub- 
fiftence.  Againft  this  propofal,  Macklin  and 

Mulligan,  without  hefitation,  revolted ;  and 

felt  fuch  indignation  at  the  luggeftion,  that 

they  broke  off  all  intercourfe  with  the  pro- 
pofer,  who,  however,  carried  his  plan  by 

himfelf  into  execution,  and  continued  the  prac- 
tice, till,  after  feveral  efcapes,  juftice  at  length 

laid  hold  of  him,  and  his  enterprizes  ended 

at  Tyburn  His  other  companion,  William 

Mulligan,  entered  into  the  military  fer- 

vice  5  after  having  madmmany  efforts  to  per* 
fuade  Macklin  to  take  the  fame  ftep,  but  in 

vain,  and  after  fome  years  fervice  abroad,  he 
entered  into  a  mercantile  line  of  life,  and  in 

a  few  years  amaffed  a  very  confiderable  for- 

tune: Charles  Macklin  remained  to  experi- 
ence that  train  of  viciflitudes  and  fluctua- 

tions of  fortune,  which  it  is  our  intention 
to  relate. 

Vol.  L  D 
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Cftap.   IV. 

As  he  happened  to  (troll  one  day  through 

the  Borough,  he  perceived,  (landing  at  ' 

the  door*  of  a  public  houfe,  a  female,  whofe 
face  appeared  fo  familiar  to  him,   that  he 

could  not  refrain  from  flopping  and  looking 

at  her  attentively.     She  feemed  no  lefs  ftruck 

with  his  countenance,  in  which  (he  thought 

(he  faw  fomething  not  entirely  utiknown  to 

her:*^an  explanation    took  place,    and    (he 

proved  to  be  a  perfon  who  had  lived  with 

his  mother  as  a  ferv||it  a  few  years  before. 

The  young  woman  expreflfed  no  lefs  pleafiire 

than  furprife  at  feeing  our  hero,  although  hs 

had  played  her  many  a  trick }  but  conceiv- 
ing  it  to  be  impo(rible  that  Charles  had  come  to 

London  without  his  mother  or  fathcr-in*-Iaw, 

de(ired  to  know  where  they  were,  that  (he 

might  go  and  pay  her  refpefts  to  them ;  and 

on  his   informing  her  of  the  nature    of  his 

journey  to  London,  and  the  (ituation  he  was 

in,  (he  burft  into  tears,  and   exhibited    de- 
monftrations  of  forrow,  which  aifefted  our 

4 
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youth's  feelings  extremely.  She  conduced 
him  into  the  houfe^  at  the  door  of  which 

fht  was  ftanding,  and  taking  him  into  a 

private  roomi  enquired,  with  tender  folici- 
tude,  into  eveiy  particular  of  his  fituatioin^  the 

developement  of  which,  inipreffed  her  with 

ftill  greater  aftonilhmedt  and  regret.  She 
1^9^  herfelf  at  fervice  in  the  neighbourhood^ 

and  untreated  the  landlady  of  the  houfe  to 

take  care  of  Charles,  and  afford  him  (helterj 

for  which  (be  promifed  to  be  refponfibkj  af- 

faring  every  dne  in  hearing,  that  he  was  the 

(on  of  a  real  gentleman  and  as  good  a 

Jady  as  ever  exifted.  In  confequence  o^ 

which^  a  bed  in  the  attic  ftory  was  affigned 
him.  The  houfe  in  which  our  hero  now 

reiided,  was  frequented  by  fome  inferior 

|ierformers  of  a  company  Who  exhibited 

iow  dr<dls,  pai^mimes^  tooibling^  &€.  an4 

lirtio  found  their  account  in  entertaining  the 

guefts  with  their  tricks.  Charlesj  wbofe  tenr 

der  mind,  and  vivid  animal  fpiritii  rendered 

Ifim  tiixtm^lkY  fit  for  fuch'  itoprdfions,  was 
much  captivated  with  their  performances; 

aikd  havixig,    as  ahready  remarked,  »  talent 
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fer  mimickty,  and  a  rich  vein  of  humour; 

felt  a  ftrong  inclination  to  rival  them,  and 

foon  fucceeded  to  his  wifhes.  During  this 
time,  from  the  kind  treatment  of  the  hoftefs, 

(a  widow)  he  had  endeavoured  to  render 

himfelf  as  ufeful  as  poffible  in  the  houfe,  and 

coriduflred  himfelf  fo  well,  that  he  very  foon 

became  diftinguiflied  for  his  diligence  and 

aftivity;  and  the  partiality  of  the  landlady 

was  juftified  by  the  a£tual  fervices  that  he 

rendered  her ;  for,  exclufive  of  indefatigable 

iAduftry,  and  accuracy  in  the  affairs  of  the 

trade,  he  foon  difcovered  qualities  of  a  more 

advantageous  kind;  and  by  dint  of  genius, 

and  a  high  flow  of  fpirits,  became  the 

delight  of  all  who  frequented  the  houfe. 

He  fung  for  them — he  danced — he  mimick- 

ed— he  fpouted — and  he  played  the  droll; 
iiifomuch,  that  his  fame  fpread  abroad,  and 

the  houfe  was  ever}-  night  filled  with  refpeft- 
-able  opulent  dealers.  Clubs  and  meetings 
were  inftituted  for  the  purpofe  of  enjoying 
the  entertainment  he  afforded.  In  fliort, 

iie  became  a  moft  pleafing  and  popular  cha- 
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raSler  in  that  circle,  and  more  than  trebled, 

the  income  of  the  houfe  by  his  talents. 

During  this  time,  the  eyes  of  the  widow 
could  not  be  accufed  of  an  entire  abftinence 

from  his  perfon.  She  was  imbibing  a  paiEon 

for  him,  which  felf-intereft,  and  the  value  he 

was  to  the  houfe  encouraged.  If  her  late 

hufband,  at  times,  broke  in  upon  her  thoughts, 

it  was  only  in  a  difadvantageous  comparifou 

with  the  fuperior  merits  of  our  hero.  She 

argued  with  herfelf  in  the  following  manner 

— "What  would  the  world  fay?  What!  to 
marry  a  beardlefs  boy;  a  ftranger,  and  aa 

Irifhman  too — after  having  had  the  beft  of  huf- 

bands !  it  would  be  too  bad ; — ^nd  as  for  any 

thing  elfe,  it  would  be  worfe ! — for  who  then 

could  anfwer  for  his  coriflancy  ?"  Whenever  a* 
conflifil  of  this  kind  takes  place  in  the  mind  of 

a  woman,,  it  requires  no  great  fagacity  to  de- 
termine on  which  fide  viftory  will  declare,   

Reafon  and  paffion  come  againft  each  other 

like  hoftile  armies  in  a  play,  where  it  is  pre- 
determined which  fide  fhall  beat  the  other  off 

the  ftage.  The  voice  of  ̂the  world^  de(:;ejicy, 
or  common  fame,  could  ftand  no  chapce.  of 

D  3 
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fuccefs,  when  oppofed  to  a  very  inflammable 

heart,  ftimulated  by  fuch  accomplifliments. 

The  good  widow  being  determined  to  make 

the  boy  her  own,  loil  no  time  in  preparing 
the  attack,  and  aftually  had  the  addrefs  to 
win  him  over,  and  the  aflurance  to  lead  him 

(for  it  could  not  be  faid  he  led  her)  to  one  of 

fliofe  places  vulgarly  called  Beggar-making 
JhopSy  of  which  there  were  feveral  at  that  time 

in  London.  The  marriage  ceremony  was 

generally  performed  by  perfons  who  had  been 
excommunicated  the  church.  This  ftep, 

however  it  might  tarnifh  her  fame  with  the 

delicate  few,  did  not  at  all  injure  her  bufinefs  ; 
increafed  crowds  came  to  break  the  fhafts  of 

their  wit  dn  her  head,  but  they  generally 

experienced  fome  very  fevere  retorts  from 

her  fuppofed  hufband.  She  giggled,  (he 
flirted,  fhe  afFefted  to  hide  her  face — but 

Charles  (mifchievous  rogue!)  found  as  much 

pleafure  in  exhibiting  and  bringing  her  to 
view  as  the  yifitors  could. — And  feveral 

weeks  elapfed,  before  the  merriment,  which 

tfai^  extraordinary  union  had  occafioned,  ter- 
iiiinated. 
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DURING  this  time,  his  mother  became 

almoft  diftrafted  at  the  lofs  of  him.— 

The  uncertainty  of  his  fate  threw  her  into  a 

date  of  defpondency— {he  fent  to  all  parts  of 

Ireland  J  and,  by  various  means  and  indefati* 

gable  induftry,  had  every  little  town  fearched 

for  him :  for  the  difficulties  and  dangers  of  4 

voyage  to  England,  were,  at  that  time,  held 

hi  fo  exaggerated  a  point  of  view,  that  Ihe  did 

not  conceive  it  poffible  he  could  have  at- 
tempted it ;  and  his  moft  intimate  friends,  not 

even  Mrs.  Pilkington  herfelf,  who  inftrufted 

him  to  play  the  character  of  Afojiimia^  had 

never  heard  him  fuggeftan  ideaof  vifiting-Eng^ 

land — ^fo  fecretly  had  he  hoarded  up  his  inten- 
tions. At  length,  the  young  woman  who  firft 

introduced  him  to  the  public  houfe,  lufpefting 

that  It  would  be  agreeable  to  his  mother  to 

hear  of  him,  fearing  that  the  company  and 
mode  of  life  he  had  fallen  into  would  ruin  him  ; 

and  thinking,  (no  doubt,  properly)  that  the  fup* 
D4 
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pofed  union,  into  which  he  had  been  betrayed 

by  his  virtuous  landlady y  was  not  only  (hame- 
ful,  vicious,  and  degrading,  but  unfit  for  fo 

young  a  boy,  wrote^  or  at  leaft  procured  a 

letter  to  be  written,  to  Mrs.  O'Meally,  inform- 
ing her  of  the  whole  tranfaftion.  To  find  him, 

in  any  fituation,  was  tranfport  to  the  afHi£ted 

mother — ^(he  lofl:  no  time  in  availing  herfelf 

of  the  information,  and  recovering  her  pro- 
digal back  again  to  her  arms.  It  happened^ 

that  a  very  near  relation  of  Mrs.  O'Meally's, 
of  the  name  of  Sullivan^  a  Spanifli  merchant, 

refided  in  London — to  him  (he  immediately 

wrote,  and  prevailed  on  him  to  undertake  the 
reftoration  of  her  beloved  child. 

Proper  affidavits  were  made  ajnd  authenti- 
cated by  thefeal  of  the  lord  mayor  of  Dublin, 

and  many  letters  were  procured  to  perfons  of 
eminence  in  London,  in  order  to  verify  the 

fa£l  refpe£ting  the  age,  and  identify  the 

perfon  of  Charles.  Armed  with  thefe  autho- 
rities, Mr.  Sullivan  proceeded,  according  t6 

the  direSions he  had  received,  to  the  Borough; 
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faw  Charles,  and  made  a  formal  demand^  that 
*  he  ihould  be  delivered  up  to  him.  This  was 

at  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  The  mif- 
trefs  of  the  houfe  fet  up  a  plea  of  marriage ; 

but  Mr.  Sullivan  over-ruled  that  plea  direftly, 

by  referring  to  Charles's  nonage;  which,  he 
obferved,  and,  indeed,(he  knew,  rendered  the 

marriage  void.  After  fome  difpute,  which 

he  threatened  to  have  determined  by  the  inter- 
vention of  a  court  of  law,  or  by  a  more  fum- 

msLvy  procefs  before  the  civil  magiftrate,  it 

was  agreed  that  the  boy  ftiould  be  fent  the 

next  morning  to  Mr.  Sullivan's  houfe  in  the 
city ;  and  that  gentleman  left  the  place  fatis- 
fied  with  the  fuccefs  of  his  negociation.  Next 

morning  Mr,  Sullivan  waited  at  home  to  re- 
ceive and  difpatch  the  boy ;  but  no  boy  came. 

He,  accordingly,  without  lofs  of  time,  went 

again  into  the  Borough,  and  was  informed  by 

the  landlady,  that  young  McLaughlin  had 
been  gone  from  thence  fince  the  morning. 

On  this  occafion,  the  good  lady  of  the  houfe 

held  forth  in  a  pitiable  drain  of  lamentation  ; 

declaring,  that  the  abfence  of  Charles  would 

be  the  ruin  of  her  houfe,  and  undoing  of  her- 
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felf — ^for  nobody  would  care  to  come  to  her 

club-room  after  his  departure.  Mr.  Sullivan, 
however,  who  fufpefted  what  was  really  the 

truth,  viz. — that  fhe  had  Charles,  at  that  very 
time,  concealed  in  the  houfe,  told  her  he 

could  liften  to  no  fuch  ridiculous  language—* 
that  the  boy  was  intended  to  move  in  a  very 

different  fphere  of  life  from  that  of  a  publican; 

and  that,  as  to  her  loffes  and  her  feelings,  they 

were  not  to  be  put  in  competition  with  thofe 

of  the  youth^s  honeft  and  refpeftable  mother, 
who  was  pining  in  anguifh  at  the  lofs  of  her 

fon,  on  whofe  future  progrefs  in  life  her  beft 

hopes  refted  :— finally,  he  affured  her,  that  fhe 

(hould  be  refponfible  for  the  boy's  appearance 
— declared  he  was  convinced  rtie  had  him 

concealed ;  and  threatened,  if  he  was  not  in- 

ftantly  reftored,  to  profecute  her  with  the  ut- 
moft  rigour  of  the  law.  On  this,  Charles  was, 

with  very  confiderable  reludance,  given  up 

to  Mr.  Sullivan,  and  fent  back  by  the  firft  con- 
veyance to  Ireland,where  he  wasembraced  with 

tranfport,  as  the  reader  may  well  fuppofe,  by 

his  fond  mother ;  who  Was  over-joyed,  beyond 
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expreffion^  at  the  recovery  of  her  longJoft 

darling  child. 

Whilft  the  memory  of  Mr.  Macklin  was 

able  to  recal  one,  and  only  one,  circumftance  of 

his  paft  life,  this  meeting  with  his  mother  was, 

probably,  that  circumftance. — He  often  de- 
clared, his  tranfports  were  fo  indefcribably 

great  on  that  occafion,  that  he  would  undergo 

almoft  an  age  of  pain  to  have  them  repeated ; 

— ^for,  as  Mrs  O'Meally  was  one  of  the  beft 
of  mothers,  io  Charles  was,  always,  the  moft 
affectionate  of  fons. 

During  the  interval  of  our  hero's  abfence, 
Mrs.  O'Meally  fuftained  a  heavy  lofs  in  the 

death  of  a  Mr.  0*Kelly.  This  gentleman  was 
diftantly  related  to  her,  and  having  taken  the 

ftrongeft  fide  at  the  revolution,  and  exerted 

himfelf  after  with  great  aftivity  and  vigour  on 

the  part  of  the  reigning  King  (William  III.) 

was  high  in  favour  at  court ;  and,  being  of  an 

excellent  difpofition,  was  ever  ready  to  ufe 

his  intereft  in  the  proteftion  or  fervice  of  bis 

relatives,  however  diftant.     He  had  promifed 
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to  provide  for  Chailes  as  foon  as  he  was  fit  ta 
be  put  forward  in  life  ;  and  that  promife  made 

the  mother  more  unhappy  at  the  boy's  elope- 
meiit.     It  was,  indeed,  a  critical  turn  in  the 

fortune  of  our  hero,  and  was  then  looked  up- 
on  as  an  unfortunate  one ;  for,  on  his  return 

home,  (he  and  her  hulband  were  fo  circum- 

ftanced,  that  they  found  it  imprafticable  to  put 

the  boy  forward  in  any  bufinefs  fitted  for  his 

capacity,  or  fuitable  to  his  inclination,  as  he 

had  acquired  a  tafte  for  letters,  and  could  think 

of  nothing  unconnefted  with  them.     While 

he  was  kept  in  this  idle  ftate  of  fufpenfe,  at 

'his  mother's,  he  formed  an  acquaintance  with 
feveral  young  gentlemen,  who  reforted  that 
houfe;   fome  of  whom   were,   at  that  time, 

under-graduates  in  Trinity  College,  Dublin. 

Thefe     gentlemen     were     greatly     delight- 
ed with  his   manners  and  accomplifhraents, 

and  particularly  captivated   with  his  divert- 

ing   ftories,    and    whimfical     adventures. — 
He  told  them  tales,  be  fung,  be  entertained 

them  with  anecdotes    of  feveral  perfons,  il- 

luttrating  his    details    with   mimickry,    and 

embellKhing  th?m  with  whim;  and-they,  in 
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return,  lent  him  books,  which  he  devoured 

with  the  greateft  avidity.  Whenever  he 

went  for  books,  he  was  generally  detained  at 

the  College  for  the  day — fo  that  at  laft  he 
might  almoft  be  faid  to  refide  there.  On 

thefe  occafions,  opportunities  would  occur  of 

rendering  himfelf  ufeful  to  his  young  friends, 

by  going  on  meflages  from  one  to  the  other  5 

and  as  the  tavern  had  becorhe  difagreeable 

to  him,  and  he  faw  in  that  quarter  no  better 

profpeft  than  that  of  being  all  his  life  a  ta* 

vern-keeper;  and  as,  on  the  other  hand,  his 
College  connexions  afforded  him  a  temporary 

maintenance,  and  an  opportunity  of  enlarg- 
ing and  enriching  his  mind,  he  determined 

to  fpend  as  much  of  his  time  in  the  univerfity 

as  he  poffibly  could,  till  fomething  better 
fliould  occurs  to  make  himfelf  ufeful  and 

agreeable  to  the  young  gentlemen  of  the 

College;  and,  with  indefatigable  induftry,  to 

convert  every  opportunity  that  might  prefent 

itfelf  to  the  improvement  of  his  mind.  With 

this  view  he  fubmitted  to  the  menial  capacity 

of  Badgeman — in  which  fituation  he  re- 

mained till  he  arrived  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
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one,  when  he  quitted  the  College  m  the 

manner  we  fliall  now  relate.  Juft  at  thi» 

time,  a  brother  of  Mrs.  O'Meally^  Captain 
0*Flanagan,  m  the  German  fervice,  came  to 
Ireland,  on  a  vifit  to  his  rektiotis^  and  to  col^ 

Igcl  recruits.  He  was  highly  catptivated  with 

the  fpirited  deportment  of  Charles,  ̂ nd  pro^ 

mifed,  if  he  would  be  guided  by  hint,  to  pro-» 

vide  for  him.  On  the  captain's  departure 
for  Germany,  he  prevailed  upon  his  nephew 

to  accompany  him,  pledging  himfelf  to  pro- 
cure him  a  commiflion  immediately  in  that 

fervice ;  and  informing  him,  that  his  interell 

was  fuch  as  would  enable  him  to  get  Charles 

as  fpeedy  promotion  as  the  nature  of  the 

fervice  would  admit*  Apparently  elated 

with  thefe  hopes,  our  hero  (nice  more  left 

his  native  country,  and  had  the  fatisfaftion  to 

carry  along  with  him  the  refleftion,  that  he 

bad  his  mother's  approbation  and  confent. 
One  would  naturally  fuppofe  that  this  great 

elevation  in  our  hero's  circumftances  and 
Situation  would  have  quieted  his  mind  for 

the  prefent,  and  afforded  him  at  leaft  tern* 
porary  content.    After  having,  almoft  froi» 
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infancy,  fpent  a  life,  which,  to  fay  no  worfe 

of  it,  was  not  very  enviable  ;  after  having 

firft  undergone  the  tyranny. of  a  pedagogue, 

then  felt  the  goading  preffure  of  poverty ;  and, 
softer  that,  funk  almoft  into  fervitude,  it  would 

be  but  rational  to  fuppofe,  he  muft  have  been 

gr^^tly  over-joyed  to  rife  to  a  ftate  of  inde- 
pendence, which  conferred  on  him  at  once 

the  rank  of  a  gentleman  ;  and  not  only  fecured 

him  from  indigence,  but  promifed  to  gratify 

hi^  moft  ardent  ambition,  and  give  ample 

room  for  the  exercife  of  his  fpirit,  however 

vivid  or  energetic  it  might  be.  Far  otherwife 

was  it,  however,  with  Charles-^his  mirid  had 

got  a  bent  of  another  kind — ^his  Genius  bec- 
koned him  to  follow  her  in  a  different  road, 

and  to  relinquifh  his  defign  of  vifiting  Ger- 

many, He  obeyed  her  fummons ;  and  what- 

ever caufe  he  himfelf  might  have  had  to 

regret  or  rejoice  at  it— for  the  public,  at  leaft, 
and  the  intereft  of  the  drama,  it  muft  be  con- 
fidered  as  fortunate. 
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Cfjap.   VI. 

ON  his  return  to  Germany,  Captain 

0*Flanagan  made  London  in'  his  way. 
He  had  fome  very  honourable  intimacies  there^ 

which  he  had  formed  at  Aix  la  (^hapelle,  and 

BruJ/elSy  and  he  was  engaged  for  near  a  m6nth 
in  a  round  of  vifiting ;  during  which  time,  our 

hero  entertained  himfelf  in  feeking  after  and 

converfing  with  fome  of  his  old  friends  in  the 

Borough.  And,  as  this  is  a  proper  place  to 

do  juftice  to  his  charafter,  in  a  particular  in- 
ftance,  which  might,  in  the  future  progrefs 

of  the  hiftory,  efcape  recolleftion,  we  muft 
mention,  that  Mr.  Macklin,  when  he  became 

in  fome  degree  opulent,  finding  the  widow  in 

the  Borough  in  indigent  circumftances,  fur- 

nifhed  her  with  the  means  of  living  in  com- 

fort and  decency  to  the  end  of  her  life. 

While  Captain  O'Flanagan  was  taking  leave 
of  his  friends  in  London,  Charles  was  forming 

an  intimacy  with  a  company  of  ftroUers;  to 
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which  he  was  introduced  by  his  former  fcara* 
mouch  friends  in  the  Borough  ;  and  when  the 

time  of  departure  came,  was  not  to  be  found. 

His  uncle  waited  three  days,  at  the  end  of 

which  time,  he  received  a  polite  letter  "^from 
his  nephew,  begging  leave  to  decline  the  in^ 
tended  vifit  to  Germany,  and  the  promifed 

commiffion,  and  announcing  his  being  better 

provided  for  /—In  confequence  of  which,  that 
gentleman  proceeded  to  the  continent  without 

him;  having  firft  written  a  letter  to  his  lifter, 

informing  her  of  her  fon's  ftrange  condu£t, 
and  inclofing  his  letter  to  her. 

At  this  time,  he  was  hidden  in  a  (habby 

room  in  Hockley  in  the  Hole^  at  which  place 

the  ftrolling  company,  with  whom  he  had  got 

connected,  Were  exhibiting  pieces  of  mumme- 

ry, wire-dancing,  tumbling,  &c. — ^With  them 
he  played  a  variety  of  parts— but,  as  all  their 
pieces  were  of  the  moft  infignificant  kind, 

and  might  rather  be  called  low  drolls,  than 

regular  dramas,  his  parts  were  of  a  very  in- 
ferior fort,  viz.  Harlequin,  Scaramouch,  &c. 

*  Near  Clerkenwdl  Green. 

Vol.  L  E 
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Here  his  genius,  availing  itfelf  of  the  infinite 

variety  of  low  charaSer  that  prefcnted,  firft 

began  to  ftady  mankind,  and  to  lay  up  the 

rudiments  of  afting ;  which,  it  is  allowed,  he 

afterwards  reduced  to  a  fcience.  Here,  too, 

be  perfe6ted  his  (kill  as  a  pugilift,  in  which  he 
alfo  excelled.  His  life,  indeed,  at  that  time, 

affords  little  matter  for  praife — and  fomething 
to  lament  and  to  ccnfure.  The  veracity  of  a 

biographer,  demands  a  true  ftatement,  and 

we  are,  therefore,  bound  to  relate,  that,  aft- 

ing  in  thofe  l6w  drolls,  boxing,  fighting,  and 

gambling,  made  the  tiffue  ,  of  his  courfe  for 

feme  months  in  this  place :— he  was  only  in  his 

twcnty^fecond  year,  it  is  true. — It  is  known, 

but  more  particularly  at  that  time,  that  an 

Iriihman  at  twenty-two,  was  as  wild,  and  mif- 

chievous,  as  an  arch  Engliih  lad  of  fifteen :  his 

youth,  then,  may  be  pleaded  in  mitigation  of 
faults,  which,  in  advanced  life,  would  have 

been  inexcufable,  if  not  infamous. 

It  will  readily  be  conceived,  that,  infuch 

a  courfe  of  life,  the  ykiflitudes  of  his  fortune 
muft  have  been  many.  His  circumftances 

were  continually  flufituating — fometimes,  he 
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veas  without  the  mean^  of  proeurmg  hU  dailf 

food — at  others,  he  was  OTerflcwmg  with 
money,  which,  for  greater  fecurity,  he  ufually 

hid  in  his  mattrefs  3  taking  care  to  make  his 

bed'him&If,  to  lock  the  room  after  him,  atfid 
keep  the  key  in  his  pocket.  \ 

Meantime,  the  difappointment  and  afflidion 

of  his  mother  were  inexpreffiWe— her  fond 

maternal  heart  knew  no  reft— the  h<^s  (he 
had  cherilhed  of  his  advancement  in  life  were 

deftroyed — her  pride  was  hurt,  and  the  pro- 

mifcd  honors  of  her  fon  extiugTuiihed. -—Never- 
thelefs,  ihe  was  indefatigable  in  her  efibrls 

to  recover  him  again ;  and  applied,  for  that 

purpofe,  to  every  one  coming  to  London,  to 

whom  fhe  could  get  an  introduftion— cw,  wi& 
whom  (he  had  the  fligbteft  acqviaintaiice.  At 

length  it  happened^  that  a  Mr.  Ma  lone,  a 

refpe£tab}e  Irifli  gentleman,  and  the  gr3nd-6&- 
tber  of  the  prefent  gentleman  of  that  name, 

who  has  fo  eminentiy  diftrnguiflied  himfelf 

i»  the  world  <rf  letters,  particularly  by  his  II- 
]uftrat}09^  of  Shakefpeare,  was  coming  over 

to  London:  to  him  fhe  applied — he  took  the 
E2 
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neceffary  inftruftions,  and  promifed  to  ufe  his 
utmoft  endeavours  to  find  her  fon. 

This  worthy,  and  ever  to  be  refpefted, 

gentleman,  on  his  arrival  in  London,  loft  no 

time  in  performing  his  promife  ̂   and,  in  con- 
formity to  the  dire£tions  he  had  received,  fent 

his  fervant  to  the  public  houfe  in  the  Borough ; 

where  he,  on  enquiry,  was  informed,  that 

Charles  cime  there  but  feldom,  but  that  a  young 

•man,  who  was  in  the  habits  of  intimacy  with 
him,  was  there  frequently.  On  hearing  this, 

Mr.  Malone  immediately  applied  to  this  per- 
fon,  and  received  the  information,  that  our  hero 

was  lodged  at  the  fign  of  the  Cat  and  Bagpipes^ 

commonly  called  the  Salutation,  kept  by  an 

Irifliman,  in  Hockley  in  the  Hole.  Thither 

that  gentleman  repaired  in  perfon  without  de- 

lay, and  got  full  intelligence  of  our  hero's 
whole  courfe  of  life,  which  gave  him  infinite 

concern — though '  the  dauntlefs  vivacity  and 
gaiety,  with  which  Macklin  afterwards  fpoke 

of  it  to  him,  made  him  laugh;  and  indu- 
ced him  to  fet  it  down  as  a  mere  effuffion  of 

an  ardent  fpirit ;  which  might,  one  day,  when 
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appKed  to  proper  obje£ls,  be  ufefulto  fociety, 
and  honourable  to  the  po.ffeffor. 

Without  tracing,  minutely,  all  the  fteps  Mr* 

Malone  took,  or  all  the  arguments  he  made 

ufe  of  to  efFeft  his  purpofe,  fuffice  it  to  fay, 

he  fucceeded  to  the  utmoft  of  his  wiflies ;  and, 

on  his  return,  took  young  Macklin  back  with 
him  to  Ireland,  and  reftored  him  once  more  to 

his  mother;  who  began  to  be  indifferent  what 
line  of  life  her  fon  moved  in ;  no  matter  how 

low,  or  how.  contrasted,  provided  (he  could 

perfuade  him  to  preferve  his  morals  untainted^ 

and  his  religion  unchanged. — As  long  as  fhp 
was  near  enough  to  fpeak  to  him,  fhe  had  the 
moftabfolute  control  over  him — for  he  knew 
not  what  it  was  to  contradift  or  refufe  her. 

In  compliance  with  her  defire,  therefore,  he 
endeavoured  to  content  himfelf  with  the  nar- 

row circle  of  Dublin,  and,  once  morfe,  return 

to  hisformer ftation,  of  badge-man  in  Trinity 
College. 

On  the  fecond  return  of  Charles  to  Ireland, 

Mr.  0*MealIy  let  the  tavern  in  Werburgh- 

E3 
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ftreet,  and  took  an  inn  at  Cloncuny,  about, 

eighteen  miles  from  Dublin.  Charles  con^ 

ftantly  vifited  his  mother  in  the  country. — ^To 

this  he  was  prompted  by  his  anxiety  to  grati- 

fy her  on  the  point  of  his  religion : — ^he  left 
Dublin  on  the  Saturday — went  with  her  to 

mafs  on  Sunday — and  returned  to  the  College 
on  Monday.  It  was  on  thefe  occafions,  flie 

was  accuftomed  to  ufe  all  her  eloquence  to 

eftablifli  popery  in  her  Ion's  heart ;  who,  on 
his  part,  Hftened  with  refpeStful  attention,  and 

agreed  to  every  thing  Ihe  faid,  though  he  had 

often  declared  her  arguments  were,  frequent- 
ly, of  fo  extravagant  a  nature,  that  it  required 

all  his  filial  reverence  to  prevent  him  from  laugh- 

ing— and  were  fuch  as  muft  have  operated 

againft  her  wiflies,  if  that  effeft  had  then  re- 

mained to  be  produced.  O'Meally,  her  huf- 
band,  was  a  man  of  a  liberal  mind ;  and  be- 

fore him,  (he  dared  not  fay  a  word  againft 

the  eftabliftied  religion.  Thus  it  was  between 
the  two  fefls,  at  that  time ;  even  between 

man  and  wife,  who  loved  one  another,  but 

who  happened  to  be  of  different  perfuafions — 
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each  thought  that,  as  to  futurity,  the  other 
was  undone,  and  damned  to  all  eternity. 

It  was  not  till  after  he  had  completed  his 

twenty-fixth  year,  a  time  of  life  of  very  ferious 
and  important  concern,  that  Macklin  began 

to  think  he  had  facrificed  fufBciently  to  the 
miftaken  fondnefs  of  .a  motherland  to  feel 

that  he  was  obfcured,  and  likely  to  remain  fo, 

if  he  ftaid  in  Dublin ;  while  fome  of  inferior 

talents,  weaker  bodies,  and  no  better  educa* 

tion  than  himfelf,  were  buftling,  and  puihmg 

their  fortune  in  life. — He,  therefore,  deter* 

mined  to  return,  once  more,  to  that  great 

theatre  of  the  world,  England;  where,  he 

knew,  every  man  got  to  the  laft  farthing  of 

the  value  of  whatever  commodity  he  brought 

to  market,  be  it  what  it  might — merchandife, 
intelleftual  talents,  or  bodily  labour.  Though 

he  ftill,  and,  indeed,  to  the  laft  day  of  her 

exiftence,  loved  his  mother  almoft  to.  idolatry, 

he  reflefted  that  he  was  now  a  man,  refponfi- 
ble  to  fociety  for  the  ufe  of  his  talents,  and 

too  old  to  be  kept  in  leading-ftrings;  not 
doubting,  however,  that  his.  mother  would 

E4 
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ftill  continue  to  have  him  purfued,  and  per- 
fuaded  back,  he  wrote  her  a  letter,  expreffive 
of  his  determination,  never  to  return  at  all,  if 

he  could  not  return  in  a  better  fituation; — ^be- 

feeching  her  not  to  take  the  pains  of  enquiry 

after  him — and,  afluring  her,  that  (he  fhould 
hear  from  him  as  often  as  would  be  conducive 

to  her  eafeand  fatisfaftion : — and  completely  to 

baffle  purfuit,  he  refolved  not  to  go  to  London, 

but  to  fteer  direftly  for  BrifiolyVrherc  he  pur* 

pofed  to  remain,  if  poffible,  till  the  beat  of 

any  enquiry  (he  might  fet  on  foot  was  abated. 

He,  therefore,  took  a  place  in  the  fteerage 

of  a  Brifiol'trcfder  s  and  after  a  long  paflage, 
which  he  prevented  from  being  tedious  to  him 

by  ftudying  a  volume  of '  Beaumont  and 

Fletcher's  plays,  landed  in  that  opulent  city. 
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Cliap.  VIL 

IT  happened,  at  this  period,  that  a  company 

of  inferior  drolling  players  arrived  at  Briftol, 

and  opened  a  fmall  theatre  there,  with.per- 

miffion  of  the  Mayor.  Two  of  the  perform- 

ers, a  man  and  woman,  lodged  in  the  fame 

houfe  with  Macklin  : — it  was  a  little,  mean, 

fnufF  and  tobacco  fhop,  next  door  but  one  to 

the  theatre, — ^A  young  fellow  of  our  hero's 
complexion  could  not  be  long  fo  fituated 

without  forming  an  acquaintance  with  his 

fellow-lodgers. — ^They  were  both,  or  at  leaft 
afFefted  to  be,  charmed  with  his  manner — 
took  him  behind  the  fcenes,  firft  at  rehearfal, 

and  afterwards  at  the  performance,  where  the 

great  and  puiffant  manager  himfelf  behaved 

obligingly  to  him,  and  fome  nights  after  made 
him  free  of  the  houfe  :  for  it  muft  be  obferved, 

that  Macklin  made  fome  very  pertinent  and 

ingenious  remarks  upon  the  drama  in  general, 

and  his  a£lors  in  particular — which  he  accom- 

panied  with  fome   geftures    and    fpecimens 
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of  imitation,  that  gave  the  manager  no  fmall 

opinion  of  his  talents,  which  was  expreffed  in 

plain  terms,  with  an  invitation  to  enlift  under 

the  banners  of  the  company.  Not  to  deny 

the  truth,  it  was  to  the  flage  his  heart  always 

turned,  and  his  judgment  pointed. — ^Thus  en- 
couraged and  puffed  up  by  praife,  the  latent 

paffion  burft  forth  like  a  flame — ^he  accepted 
the  invitation.  The  Play  of  Richard  the 
Third  was  fixed  for  his  debut — and  the 

part  of  Richmojidy  to  be  performed  by  Mr. 

McLaughlin,  being  his  firft  appearance  on  any 
ftage,  appeared  in  manufcript  bills  in  every 
corner  of  Briftol. 

Confidering  the  ftrong  vernacular  accent, 

with  which  Mr.  Macklin  acknowledged  he 

then  fploke,  the  reader  vvould  be  at  a  lofs  to 

account  for  the  applaufe  which  he  met  with 

on  his  firft  appearance — if  he  was  not  told,  that 
Briftol  has  always  been  fo  much  inhabited  by 

the  Irifh,  that  their  tones  in  fpeaking  have 

become  familiar  there  : — the  liberal  people 
of  the  neighbouring  counties  fay  of  a  Briftol 

man,  that  he  is  the  "  offspring  of  an  Irifti 
4 
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rogue  and  a  Welch  proftitutc,"  and  this  they 
wittingly  call  his  genealogy.  The  truth  is, 
the  Irifli  traded  more,  and  met  more  encou- 

ragement in  that  city  (as  they  thought),  than 

in  any  other  part  of  England,  and  thence  t>e- 
came  frequently  inhabitants  of  it.  Whether 

it  was  owing  to  this,  or  the  fuperiority  of  his 

afting  to  the  reft  of  the  company,  cannot  be 
determined;  but  fo  it  was,  he  met  a  very 

flattering  reception  on  his  firft  appearance. 

He  followed  up  this  fuccefs  with  feveral 
other  charafters  of  various  kinds^  and,  at  the 

conclufion  of  the  feafon,  left  Briftol  with  the 

company,  on  a  ftrolling  party  through  the 

weftern  part  of  England.  It  would  be  an 

uninterefting  ahd  tirefom^  tafk  to  the  reader 

to  go  through,  if  it  were  poffible  for  us  to 

give  a  detail  of,  the  various  characters  he 

played,  or  the  variety  of  offices  he  executed. 
Sometimes  he  was  an  architefl:,  and  knocked 

up  the  ftage  and  feats  in  a  barn ;  fometimes 

he  wrote  an  opening  Prologue,  or  a  parting 

Epilogue,  for  the  company:  at  others,  he 

WTot?e  a  fong,  complimentary  and  adulatory 

to   the   village    they  happened   to   play   in, 
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which  he  always  adapted  to  feme  fprightly 

popular  air,  and  fung  himfelf :  and  he  often 

was  champion,  and  ftood  forward  to  reprefs 

the  perfons  who  were  accuftomed  to  intrude 

upon,  and  be  rude  to  the  aftors.  His  circle 

of  aSing  was  more  enlarged  than  Garrick's ; 
for,  in  one  night,  he  played  Antonio  and 

Belvidera,  in  Venice  Preferved — Harlequin^ 

in  the  entertainment — fung  three  humorous 

fongs  between  the  afts,  and  indulged  the  au- 

dience with  an  Iriih  jig  between  the  play  and 
entertainment.  He  has  often  done  this,  or 

as  much  as  this,  when  his  allotment  of  the 

profits  amounted  to  no  mare  than  five  or 

fix-pence.  However,  it  was  his  nature  not  to 

think  of  prefent  difficulties,  but  to  look  for- 

ward to  future  greatnefs. — While  he  was  aft- 

ing  in  this  manner,  he  was  not  mif-fpending 

his  time — he  was  fteeling  his  conftitution, 
learning  the  human  heart,  ftoring  up  in  his 

'  mind  charafter  in  all  its  (hapes,  familiarizing 
himfelf  to  the  caprices  of  fortune,  and  laying 

up  a  treafure  of  information  which  he  could 

not  have  acquired  in  any  feminary  in  the 

courfe  pf  an  age.  '     ̂  
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Small  though  his  profits  were,  he  ftill  held 

a  high  rank  ;  indeed,  the  higheft  in  the  com- 
pany, except  the  manager.  Though  he  took 

much  pains  to  get  rid  of  the  natural  brogue, 

it  ftuck  to  him  a  long  time,  and  was  certainly 

a  great  bar  to  his  advancement : — he  was  con- 
fcious  of  it  himfelf,  and,  on  account  of  it,  ̂ 

avoided  pufhing  forward  into  a  better  com- 

pany, being  determined,  if  poffible,  to  im- 
prove his  pronunciation  before  he  quitted 

that  with  which  he  afted,  though  it  was  of 

the  lowed  kind.  Yet  there  was  a  fomething 
in  his  aftion  which  countervailed  this  defeQ 

— fo  grofs  to  an  Englifli  audience — and  held 
him  in  the  charafter  of  a  good  player. 

Though  he  pofitively  affirmed  he  was,  in  his 

own  eftimation,  below  mediocrity,  aad  worked 

only  with  the  view  that  labour,  ftudy,  and 

perfeverence,  would  one  day  raife  him.  Hav- 

ing croffed  from  Briftol  to  Wales,  the  com- 

pany ftroUed  through  that  country,  and  ex* 
hibited  in  the  principal  towns  with  the  fame 

chequered  fortune  as  they  met  in  thei  weft  of 

England.  It  was  at  one  of  thofe  towns,  on 

or  near  the  borders  of  England,  that  Macklin 
3 
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happened  to  lodge  in  the  houfe  of  a  Welch 

parfon,  who,  by  good  fortune,  was  naarried  to 
an  Englifti  lady  of  great  accomplifhments-  He 

became  fo  much  a  favourite  with  the  happy 

couple,  that  tl^y  undertook  to  cure  him  of 

his  brogue.  He  thankfully  agreed  to  receive 

their  inftruftions ;  that  is  to  fay,  to  profit  by 

tbofe  of  the  lady,  and  leave  his  Reverence's 
unnoticed ;  for,  bad  as  the  brogue  was,  it  was 

by  no  means  fuch  unintelligible  jargon  as  that 

which  our  good-natured  Welch  parfoa  ut- 

tered, under  the  perfuafion  that  he  was  fpestk- 

ing  Englifli. 

All  Macklin's  own  efforts,  for  years,  to  get 
rid  of  his  natural  accent,  were  nothing  in 

comparifon  with  the  inftru£)fions  of  this  lady. 

Every  word  be  fpoke  with  the  Irifli  tone, 

every  provincial  phrafe,  every  fingularity,  fee 

not^,  and  interrupted  him  in. — His  improve- 

m^ntwas  obvious;  and  fo  intent  was  he  on  pro- 
fecuting  that  improvement,  that,  having  made 

a  fuccefsful  campaign  at  Hereford,  Worcefter, 

and  Sbrewfbury,  he  left  the  company,  and 

returned    to    lodge    in    the    houfe    of  the 
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Rev,  Mr.  Davis,  his  favourite  clergyman, 
where  he  remained  in  a  ftate  of  tuition  and 

edification  for  fix  months. 

.  At  the  end  of  four  years,  from*  his  laft  leaving 
Bri(k)l,  he  returned  to  it,  hearing  that  a  \try 

refpeftable  company  of  a^ors  had  arrived 

there.  His  admiilion  into  this  company,  im» 

prcfved  though,  he  was  in  the  bufinefs  of  act- 

ing; was  attended  with  much  more  difficulty 

tiian  his  reception  into  that  of  the  former.  The 

manager  was  opulent,  praud,  critical,  and 

cautious,  and  he  received  our  hero  only  on 

probation,  affigning  him  but  an  inconfiderable 
chara£ler  at  firft,  to  fee  what  hand  he  could 

make  of  it*  This  was  Friar  Lawrej9ce  in 

Romeo  and  Juliet  y  on  his  performance  of 

which,  the  manager  complimented  him;  ob- 
ferving,  that  if  he  could  cut  three  or  four 

inches  more  of  the  brogue  from  his  tongue,  he 

would  fpcak  the  part  well.  Macklin  replied, 

he  wilhed  he  could ;  but  obferved,  that  cutting 

.oflp  tongues  was  a  dangerous  experiment — if 
aot,  it  would  certainly  be  more  practiced  thap 
it  was ;  for  there  were fome  who  would  bemuch 
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more  inofFenfive  aftors,  if  they  had  no  tongue 

at  all.  Our  manager,  who  played  Borneo, 

and  lifped  confoundedly,  feemed  to  feel  the 

the  ftroke ;  and  making  the  beft  of  a  bufmefs, 

in  which  he  forefaw  he  fhould  be  no  gainer^ 

took  Macklin  by  the  hand,  and  obferving  he 
was  a  clever  fellow,  faid,  it  fhould  not  be  hi$ 

fault  if  they  fell  out.  In  fliort,  they  agreed :  , 

and  the  performance  of  the  charafter  of 

Mercutio  was,  next  night,  added  to  that  of 

Friar  Lawrence ,  out  of  compliment  to  our  hero. 

For  a  long  time  he  had  prejudices  to  encounter ; 

which  nothing  but  an  excellent,  found  under- 
ftanding,  fome  genius,  and  a  heart  of  manly 

pith,  could  have  enabled  him  to  overcome. — 
With  the  judicious,  his  Irifh  accent  was  an 

objeftion  v^hich  they  allowed  his  afting,  in  a 

great  degree,  counterbalanced; — ^with  the 
lower  order,  his  being  an  Irifhman  was  an 

objeftion,  however  admirably  he  might  a£t. 

This,  however,  did  not  hold  fo  ftrongly  in 
Briftol,  for  the  reafon  before  mentioned.  Biit 

a  circumftance  occurred,  which  feemed  to  be 

a  fortunate  interpofition  of  Providence  in*  his 
favour,  as  it,  at  leaft,  procured  him  friends. 
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who  would  not   fuffer  him   to  be  difcou- 

raged. 

We  have  already  ftated,  that  Macklin  was 

eminent  for  all  thofe  exercifes  that  require 

bodily  firength  and  agility.  For  none  was  he 

more  remarkable  than^t?^^^  or  handrball  play- 

ing. At  Briftol  there  was  2l  fives-playing  club, 
compofed  of  the  firft  players  in  and  about  that 

country.  Macklin  one  day  went  to  fee  them 

play  againll  a  Bath  club  of  the  fame  kind. 

Three  players  were  chofen  out  of  each  club. — 
and,  by  agreement,  it  was  ftipulated,  that 

the  match  ihould  be  played  immediately. 

They  had  hardly  ftruck  three  ftrokes,  when 

one  of  the  Bath  men,  by  a  violent  over-hand 
exertion,  fprained  his  flioulder,  in  fuch  a 

[  manner,  as  to  be  unable  to  proceed:  and 
I  as    it    was  for    no    fmall    fum    th^y  were 

i  playing,  it  was  infilled  that  the  bets  fliould 
be  drawn,  if  one  of  the   Bath   club  could 

not  be    founds       Search    was    made,    but 

not  one  was  to  be  found  5  when  the  Briftol 

.    men,  impatient  to  play,  and  fenguine  in  ex- 
;  Vol.  I.  F 
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pafiation  of  vidoi^y  propafed  to  them  to  find 

any  fubftitute  they  pleafed.  The  gentlemen 

who  had  bet  the  money  were  prefent,  and 

lookecl  abaut  with  am  eye  of  inquiry,  to  fee 

whether  there  was  aay  one  prefent^  on  wliom 

thc^y  could  reJy.  When  our  hero  boldly  ftept 

forwa/d,  ai\d  ̂ ff^r^d  himfelf:  both  partita 

njade.  fbme  difficv^lty-^howevei:,  Chtrlt s  re- 

moved it  a^t  Qj^Q,  \ky  fayipf ,,  '*  G^nthmm^  I 
haver  fofj^  guw^iff-  in,  »yj,  pifffcet,  ̂ nd  I  will 
Jlc^ke.  tf^^  on  tifhUewr  Ji(fe  /  tc^^f  and  mil 

take  eithfirJ'  They  acc<)rdiagly  accepted 
him.  Th^  Bath  ncien  trea;i.bl^;  t^ie  Briftol, 

players  i^ejoicf  d,  both,  being  pei;fuaded  th^t  it 

\y^  oply  Paddy's  vanity  fl;imula1|?d  bim  if>  j/^^ 
vfit^  EugUfl^pi^en.  Hawevej;:,  it  fo  happeiied 
tlfat  the.  Rajth  men  ycon,,  anji  Cha^lps  fcewed 

fifph^  vi^oui;  and;  dei^terity,  that  they  wei:e 

aAoivih^d  :-*-he  pu^  fo^r  guineas  into  his 

pocket  by  it  j  anjd  the  Bath  club  proxnifed 

to  take,  tickets  for  his  benefit ;  which  pr6- 

miii?  they  piuiQ;u^y  performed,  to  th^  ampiHrf; 

ci  e^ht  pounxjs :  a  giicail;  ftim  ii^  thofe  day^ . 

But  this  wasnotall :  he  played  fevegral  tiroes 

after,  and  ib  temperately  managed  his  powers, 
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ks  not  to  deter  thenl— atwl  mixed  Ws  playing 
With  fo  much  fun  and  jeft,  that  he  became  ̂  

favourite ;  and,  notwithftailding  fome  oppofi- 
tion  on  the  fcore  of  his  being  an  Iriflimanj  Was 

admitted  a  .member  of  the^^ves-ptaying  cluh^ 
which  was  compofed  of  fome  of  the  firil 

bucks  of  the  town.  In  conlequence  of  which, 

he  had  the  greateft  benefit  that  ever  had  been 

known  in  that  city — and  foon  became  a  moft 

diftinguifhed  a^or* 

After  this,  fuch  numbers  of  the  prime;/foei- 

plaj/ers  in  the  weft  of  England  came  td  play 

agamft  him,  that  his  profeflional  bufinefs  was 

interrupted  by  their  continual  challenges — he 
nonaged  them,  however,  very  artfull/.  And 

though  his  powers,  in  that  way|  were  fuch, 

that  he  might j  by  one  evening's  exhibition, 
have  given  them  a  fpecimen  that  would  have 

kept  them  off  for  ever;  he  let  himfe}f  out  only 

by  degrees,  playing  firft  againft  one^  and 

beating  him  with  feeming  difficulty;  then 

againft  a  better;  then  giving  a  little,  and 

afterwards,  great  odds,  till  he  put  a  confider« 

Fa 
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able  fum  in  his  pocket,  and  tired  them  of 

trying  bxperiments  upon  him.  -  All  the  while, 

his  liberal,  dafliing  manners— his  pleafantry  of 

expreflion — his  wit,  and  his  companionable 
qualities,  made  him  more  and  more  in  requeft  j 

kiid  he  became  a  great  favourite  with  all  ranks 

of  people,  not  only  as  an  aftor,  but  a  man. 

When  the  company  moved  to  Bath,  he 

there  played  the  fame  diftinguifhed  part  in  the 

Jives-court^  and  on  the  ftage ;  'and  became  no 
lefs  a  favourite  there,  than  he  was  at  BriftoL 

From  thence  he  went,  with  the  fame  com- 

pany, to  the  various  large  town$  in  the  weftem 

part  of  England ;  and  played  in  all,  with  in- 
creafing  fuccefs. 

,1.      :    '     •■  ..:..• 
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Cbap.  VIII. 
•        ■  .      -  » 

HAVING  thus  ftemmed  the  tide  of  pre-, 
judice,  and  obtained  an  indifputable, 

title  to  the  reputation  of  a  good  aftor,  he  be-, 
took  himfelf  with  indefatigable  affiduity  to^ 

ftudy.  This,  he  was  the  better  able  to  ac-„ 
complifh,  as  he  had  it  now  in  his  power  to 
furnifli  himfelf  with  books  to  any  ufeful  ex^^nt.. 

The  difficulties  which  his  accent  and  provin-j 

•cia^  expreffions  threw  in  his  way,  at  firft* 
though  now  in  fome  degree  furmountedji 

dwelt  with  lingering  pain  in  bis  mind ;  and 

impelled  him  to  ufe  mor^  than  common  efforts, 
jto  get  rid  of  them*  He  obferyed,  too,  that 
moft  of  the  aftors,  who  failed  of  fuccefs  go 

the  ftage,  had  to  attribute  their  failure  to  der 

feGive  enunciation  -,  and  he  could  even  fee  that 
.the  beft  .of  thofe,  with  whom  he  performed^ 

were  greatly  deficient  in  that  refpeft.  He, 

therefore,  made  the  Englifli  language  th?^pb- 
jeft  of  his  pprfuit^  and  refolyed  jiot  tg  defift, 

FS  ■  ■•     •      -^^ 
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till  he  had  made  himfelf  as  perfeft  a  mailer  of 

it,  as,  his  capacity  would  admit* 
g 

He  had  become  fo  great  a  favourite,  both 

as  an  aftor  and  a  companion,  with  the  people 

of  Briftol — ^his  emoluments  were  fo  confider- 
able,  and  his  fituation  fo  comfortable,  with  fo 

much  leifure  for  the  cultivation  of  his  under^ 

(landing,  by  reading,  that  he  fcarcely  felt  a 

fiiigle  impulfe  of  inclination  to  remove  from  it. 

Befides,  ther6  was  no  place  to  which  he  could 

.move,  with  any  poffible  advantage,  in  point  of 

feme  or  emolument,  but  the  metropolis,  where 

the  ftate  of  the  theatres  afforded  no  hope  of 

ftdrtiffion.  All,  there,  was  carried  by  cabal, 

tricky  and  intrigue — the  managers,  JVil/tes, 
^gg^iy  Cibber  and  Booth  were,  themfelves, 

capital  a£tors,  &nd  engcpfled  all  the  parts  that 

could  help  a  young  aftor  to  fame  >  and  had, 

moreover,  every  department  of  the  theatre  fiHed 
with  6ftabli(hed  old  aftors,  their  own  friends  and 

Hcquaintaiices— aftd,  what  was  more,  the  ftage 
fHends  and  acquaintances  of  the  town.  He, 
therefore.  Contented  himfelf  with  Briftol  and 

Bath,  taking  pccafional  excuriion$  to  different 
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parts  oF  England^  where  his  fame  ciroalatiag, 

and  reaching  the  country  mtnigers'  clu^,  id* 
dvtced  them  to  emfdoy  him. 

It  ma)r  feeih  extraordinary,  that  ail  a3or  of 

Macklin'stalentd,  ihouldhave  remained  ift  the 
obfcnre  (hade  of  a  country  company  for  fo  long 

a  time :  it  is  nor  lefs  a  pofitive  truth.  His  head 

quarters  were  at  Brifiol  s  till  a  revoluti<)n  in 

the  Lohdon  theatres  brought  him  upon  that 

ftage  in  the  year  1733.  To  elucidate  thii  cir« 

cumftance  more  fully,  it  will  be  neceffary  to 

gtre  the  following  hiftory  of  the  theatres, 

Whith  we  have  faithfully  compiled  from  M^. 

Mftcklin's  memorandumi^on  the  fubje£l. 

We  mean  to  do  it  as  concifely  as  will  be 

confiftent  with  the  view  we  hare  hi  giving  k 

-^that  is,  to  (hew  the  reader,  that,  in  thoft 

tiDnfcems,  trifimg  though  they  are»  ai  muc|^ 

tnvy  andjealoufy,  as  mn^h  fraud,  low  intifigiie, 

and  cabal;  as  much  party  fury,  and  party  m- 
juftice,  are  to  be  found,  as  in  the  courts  of 

A^xabik  dtffpotk  piiilces,  or  levees  bf  tte  taoH 

j^«Si|pate  priiae  ininifter^. 
F4 
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Looking  back  to  the  time  of  Shake^pea:^^ 

we  fhall  find,  that  the  players  then,  were  the 

king's  or  queen's  fervants,  and  under  the  con- 
trol of  an  officer  of  the  ftate. — As  there  was 

no  patentee,  or  proprietor  of  a  theatre  in  his 

own  right,  there  was  no  ftruggle  for  power,  and 

fcarely  any  injuftice— each  was  rewarded  ac*  ; 
cording  to  bis  abilities,  to  contribute  td  the 

king's  entertainment.  Queen  Elizabeth, 
particularly,  encouraged,  and  protefted  them  s 
and  fo  did.  her  nobles. 

Lord  Southampton  made  a  prefent  of  one 

thoufand  pounda  to  Shakefpeare,  by  the  ftyle 

and  title  of  "  his  honofiredfriend  Shakefpeare.^^ 
When  we  confider  that  money  bore  near  ten 

times  the  value  at  that  time  that  it  does  now,; 

lye  cannot  but  be  aftoniifaed  at  his  lordihip's 
munificence ;  and,  when  we  advert  to  the  ob* 

je£l  of  :it,  we  muft  allow,  that  it  ought  to 

4land  for  ever  engraven  in  brafs,  as  a  momi^ 
ment  of  his  fame, 

.    After  that,  James  the  Firft  granted  a  liceace 

to  nine  perfons  to  perform  plays— anwng  thofe 
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we-^nd  three  hames-ofdiftindion  as  poets— * 
Shakefpeare^  Cowley^  and  Fletcher. , 

Thus  the  drama  was  encouraged,  by  the 

proteftion  of  the  crown,  and  the  patronage 

and  bounty  of  the  nbbles,  till  the  time  of  the 

common*>wealth,  when  Crowziye// and  his  bar-, 

barous  fanatics  crulhed  it^  and  (hut  up  the 
theatres. 

Soon  after  the  reftoration,  the  drama  again 

began  to  revive,  and  two  patents  were  granted, 

for  two  feparate  companies,  one  called  '*  the 

King's^'  and  the  other  ̂ '  the  Duke'sr  Sir 
William  Davenant  had  one,  Henry  Killigrew, 

Efq.  the  other ;  one  exhibited  at  Drury-lane^ 

the  other  at  Dorfet-garden.  Ten  of  the  ac-^ 

tOTS  of  the  King's  company  were  fixed. on  the 
royal,  eftabliflunent ;  were  allowed  each  ten 

yards  of  fcarlet  cloth,  with  fufficient  gold  lace, 

foir  liveries ;  and  were  honoured  with  the  ffyle 
4>f  Gentlemen  of  the  Great  Chamber.  Tl* 

jLihg  himfelf  took  cognizance  of  theif  ma- 

»0geifi6nt  sind  prhate  government,  and  gene* 
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rdly  gate  Ms  decifioti  on  their  dtffereoees^  pit* 

teniions^  orMmpkmt$. 

Under  fuch  great  patronage^  tod  with 

the  advtotage  of  fuch  exceUent  performers, 

which  they  had3  it  can  be  no  wonder  that 

tiiefe  companies  weite  profpei-bos  for  ibme 
time.  But  the  variety  of  their  plays  was  at 

laft  exhauited — the  public  tafte  was  palled  by 
fatiety  and  repetition  of  the  fame  delicious 

fikkj.  The  few  who  went  to  plays  wire 

drawn  by  the  i^eft  a£iors — ^the  King's  com-* 
pAny  carried  aU  away,  and  the  manager  of 

the  Duke^s  company y  in  order  to  fupport  his 
thedtre,  was  compelled  to  have  reconrfe  td 

grand  fpe^de  and  mufic,  ̂ and  to  introduce 

that  nonfenfical  impofitio'n  on  public  tafte-^ 
did  Dramatic  Opera,  with  all  its  trappings, 

tinfels,  and  gawdy  decorations. 

When  it  is  confidered,  that  of  theie  wfa6 

Irequedft  theatres,  the  fa^  larger  part  are  per^* 
ibn^  ̂ competent  to  form  a  )uflgment  6f  wlutt 

is  right  Of  tvrong,  ia  matters  of  tafte  ̂   ace 
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mor^  captitated  by  thofe  things  which  pleftfe 

the  groflbr  fdnfes,  than  thofe  which  delight 

and  improve  the  intellect  and  the  heart  :~iii 
Ihortj  that  there  are  more  who  can  fee  or  hear« 

than  think  or  judge,  we  are  not  to  be  fur- 

prifed  that  fuch  a  novel  fupply  of  mere  fight 
and  found  were  too  hard  for  common  fenfe 

and  plain  nature ;  and  that  the  ftupidyfulfome 

opera,  was,  for  a  time,  more  frequented  than 

the  King^s  theatre,  though  fupported  by  the 
beft  afling  ever  known.  The  firfi  introduce 
tion  of  this  vile  abufe  may  be  attributed  to 

the  maijager  of  the  Duke's  company :  it  was 
even  then  loudly  complained  of. — ^And  in  the 
prologues,  prefixed  to  the  plays  of  thofe  days, 
we  find  the  incroachment  lamented  with  all 

tiie  pathetic  energy  of  poetry,  and  laflied 

wMb  the  bitterefi  feverity  of  fatire. 

^  IPhd  wicked,  whea  coofioed  Vriththe  m«it 

^  Wi^kedy  ftcm  viriuotis— «nd  not  to  be  tht 

f «  Worfl^  (lands  in  iomt  rank  of  praife.'' 

So  we  may  Ci^,  that  thofe  who  firft  intro- 
doced  .that    gcofe  and  iajurious  outrage  on 
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public  judgment,  were  guilty  of  but  a  very 
venial  trefpafs,  when  compared  with  thofc 
who  have  followed  them,  and  who  have  car- 

ried it  fo  far,  as  to  have  completely  vitiated 

the  public  tafte;  for  what  elfe  biit  grofs 
vitiation  and  corruption  of  public  tafte  muil 

it  be,  when  a  manager  is  enabled  to  give  a 

greater  falaryto  a  Bdnti^  than  e,vexzGarrick 
or  a  Barry  received ;  and  when  the  moft 

cxquifite  performances  of  Shakejpeare  are 

forfaken,  for  the  fqueaking  yells  of  an  Italtao 

caJtratOy  or  the  capering  of  a  Didclot^  ̂ Bnfe^ 

or  a  Vejlris, 

This  grofs  herefy  againft  common  fenfci 

however,  did  not  long  continue  to  ferve  Ae 

purpbfes  of  the  introducer. — ^The  novelty  of 
it  wore  oiF~while  the  corruption  of  public 

tafte  remained  behind,  and  made. the  people 

dupes  to  every  wretched  exhibition  that  of- 
fered; and  Cibber  relates,  that  a  miferabic 

puppet-fliow,  in  Salifbury  phange,  (where 
Cecil  Street  now  ftands)  had  fuch  an  amaz- 

ing run  of  audiences,  for  fuch  a  length  of 

time,  that  thofe  two  eelebi'ated-  companies 
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were  greatly  diftreffed ;  infomuch,  that  they 
were  at  laft.  obliged  to  petition  the  King  for 

relief  againfi  it.  Thus  the  corruption  of  tafte^^ 

like  the  depravation  of  morals,  when  once  be-, 
gun,  runs  in  a  rapid  career ;  and  between  the 

opera  arid  its  dancers,  the  pantomime  and 

its  contemptible  parade,  and  the  very  lo weft 

puppet-fliow,  the  defcent  is  but  ihort,  and. 
rapid.  Indeed,  the  hiftory  of  all  agesfhews  us, 

how  vainjit  is  to  argue  or  contend  againft  this 

evil,  however  we  may  lament  it  j  for  Terence 

himfelf  took  much  pains  to  inculcate  a  con- 
tempt for  performances  fo  derogatory  to  the 

human  intelled ;  and  reproaches  the  Roman, 

audiences  for  their  attachment  to  rope-*, 
dancers. 

But  to  return. — What  between  the  injury, 

one  company  did  the  other,  by  the  introduc- 

tion of  the  opera ;  and  that  which  a  puppet- 
fliow,  with  its  equally  rational  amufenientSy 

did  to  both ;  they  were  obliged  to  think  of 

adopting  fogie  plan  for  their  mutual  prefer- 
vation ;  and,  impelled  by  thefe,  as  well  as 

other  reafons,  joined  the  two  companies  toge- 
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llier.  TKis  junftioti  was  attended  wkh  110 

fmall  difadvantage  to  the  actors }  for  the  only 

theatre  in  the  town  being  then  m  poffellion  <^ 

one  intereil,  the  united  patentees  took  unge-* 
nerous  advantage  of  it,  and  impofed  fueh 

terms  as  they  thought  proper  on  the  aftorsf/ 

Adventurers  were  then  fuffered,  without  any 

one .  qualification,  to  purchafe  {hares;  and 

though  utterly  ignorant  of  theatrical  affairs, 

were  admitted  to  a  proportionate^  fhare  of 

power,  and  an  equal  vote  in  the  management. 

Thefe  took  xrpon  them  to  advance,  that  it 

was  improvident  to  encourage  particuiaf 

aftors,  becaufe  they  had  merit;  and  that  anf 

money,  given  in  that  way,  was  but  fo  much- 
dedufted  from  their  private  dividends.  Thus 

ftrangers  and  idle  drones  fliared  the  produce 

of  the  plays,  while  little  eMc  but  labour  and 

oj^preffion  fell  to  the  ihare  of  the  a^ors. 

And  yet,  if  we  look  into  the  charafte  rs  and 

Imputations  of  the  aftors  of  that  company,  as 

handed  down  by  thofe  of  latet  times,  we  feaB 

be  induced  to  beKevie,  that  this  iwjured,  abu^ 

ed>  and  oppreffed  fet  of  a6ters>  was  the  very 
3 
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b^  that  ever  was  oolieded  together  in  cw 
theatre*  There  weie  no  le&  than  ibveA 

a£torSy  and  fix  adreifes;  any  one  of  whom 

would,  at .  this  ̂ ay,  he  reckoned  a  firft-rate, 

and  be  able  to  fupport  the  reputation  of  a 
hou&. 

At  the  head  &ood  Betterton^  who,  as  Cibher 

and  others  relate,  was  like  Shake/peare,  with^ 

out  a  competitor.— And  here,  thinking  of  the 
mighty  dead  in  that  line,  recolIe6ling,  a^  we 

4o,  Garricky  Bmrify  Mq/fi^p,  and  many  oth«s> 

who&  exquifite  performances  h^ve  fi>  often 

^villed  to  our  marrow,  and  almoft  fofpecided 

1^  we  cannot  help  lamenting  the  fate  of 

fuch  great  men,  a&d  Bcgretting  that  their  ia^ 

hours,  like  thofe  of  the  poet  or  the  painter^ 

cannot  go  down  to  after  ages,  as  a  teftimony 

of  their  excellence,  and  a  record  of  the  delight 

and  improvement  they  aflforded.  We  know, 

and  oiur  children's  children  will  1(^bow  here* 
after,  how  a  SkakefpearCy  an»  Ofway,  a 

Congreve,  or  a  Sheridan  wrote— -but  how 
(hall  we  be  able  to  conceive  how  a  Bettcrton,  or 

a  Nokes  acted  ? — or  how  ihall  thofe,  who  are 
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to  come  after  us^  be  able  to  form  any  adequate 

ideahowSHAKESPEARE'sL<?ar,andOT.WAY*s 
Jaffieri  were  improved  by  the  inimitable 

performances  of  Barry?— how  Shy  lock 

was  identified,  and  Conor  eve's  Sir  Paul 
Pliant  fupported,  by  Macklin — or  how 

Sheridan's  Sir  Fretful  Plagiary  could 

receive  as  much  fupport  from^an  aftor's  merit, 

as  it  does  from  the  author's  wit,  when  they 
will  not  be  able  to  conceive  how  it  was  per- 

formed by  a  Parsons  ?  Beautifully,  indeed, 

does  Mr.  Sheridan  exprefs  his  thoughts, 

in  his  incomparable  Monody  on  the  Death  of 

Garricic.  The  lines  are  of  fuch  mafterly 

and  truly  poetic  coraipofition,  that  we  are 

tempted  to  give  them  a  place  here. — 

If  dying  excellence  deferves  a  tear,  • 

If  fond  remembrance  ftill  is  cherifh'd  here. 
Can  we  perCft  to  bid  our  forrows  flow. 
For  fabled  fuflPrers  and  delufive  woe  ? 

Or  with  quaint  fmiles  difmifs  the  plaintive  ftrain. 

Point  the  quick  jeft — indulge  the  comic  vein — 

Ere  yet  to  buried  Rofcius  we  afEgn 

Our  kind  regret— one  tributary  line ! 

His  fame  requires  we  adt  a  tenderer  part : 
His  memory  claims  the  tear  you  gave  his  art  i 
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The  gen'ral  vmtey  the  meed  of  maornftil  irerie. 

The  l^lendid  fbirows  tb«t  adorn'd  his  hearie^ 

The  throog  that  mourned  as  their  dead  ftnr'nte  pafs*d» 

The  gracM  reTpea  that  cUom'd  him  to  thelafi,  • 
While  Shakefpeare^s  image,  from  its  halloVd  bale, 

Seem*d  to  preicnbe  the  fivvt^  and  point  the  place : 
Nor  thefe,  nor  all  the  £d  regrets  that  flow 

From  fond  £deUty's  domeftic  woet 

So  much  are  Garrick'a  pmife«4b  nmdx  his  A^f 

As  oa  this  fpot>-Motie  tear,  beftow^d  by  you* 
Amid  die  atts  which  feek  ingemottS  fame, 

Our  toil  attempts  the  moft  precarioud  claim  I 

To  him  whofe  mimic  pencil  wins  the  prize. 

Obedient  fame  immortal  wreaths  fi]^Ue8 : 

Whatever  of  wcmder  RiyftMt  now  may  raife, 
Rai^ael  (Hll  boafts  cotemporary  praife : 

Each  dazzling  light  and  gaudier  Uoom  fubdned. 

With  undimioiih^d  awe  his  woilca  are  Tiew*dt 

E'en  beauty's  portrait  wears  a  fofter  prime, 

Touch'd  by  the  tender  hand  of  mellowing  time. 
The|>atient  (culptor  owns  an  humbler  part, 

A  ruder  toil,  and  more  mechanic  art: 

Content  with  flow  and  timorous  firdce  to  trace 

The  lingering  line,  and  mould  the  tardy  grace : 

But  once  atchiev'd,  tho*  barb'rous  wreck  o'erthrow 

The  iacred  fime,  and  lay  its  glories  low ; 

Yet  (hall  the  (cid^tur'd  ruin  rife  to-day, 

Grac*d  by  defedt,  and  woribip'd  in  decay ; 

Th' enduring  record  bears  the  artifl's  name, 
Demands  his  honours,  and  aflertshis  feme. 

Vol..  L  G 
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Superior  hopes  the  Poet's  bofom  fire,— 
O  proud  diftinaion  of  the  facred  lyre  1 

liVideasth'  infpiring  PhceBus  darts  his  ray^ 

Diffiifive  fplendour  gilds  his  yotary's  ky. 
Whether  the  foiig  heroic  woes  rebearfe 

With  epic  grandeur)  and  the  powp  of  verfe, ' 
Or  fondly  gay,  with  unambitious  guile, 

Attempt  no  prize  but  fav'ring  beauty's  fmilc ; 
Or  bear  d&j€€ttd  to  the  lonely  grore       ̂  

The  fbft  defpatr  of  trnprevatling  lore ;    ' 

Whate*er  the  theroe>  thro'  ev'fy  age  atid  clime, 
Congebial  paffions  meet  the  according  rhyme  ; 

The  pride  of  glory,  pity*i  figh  (incefe, 

Youth's  eadieft  blufh,  and  beauty's  virgin  tear. 
Such  is  their  meed,  their  honors  thus  fecure> 

Whofe  arts  yield  objei^s,  and  whofe  works  endure  : 

The  j4^or  only  fhrinks  from  time's  av/ard  i 

Feeble  tradition  is  his  memory's  guard  j 
By  whofe  faint  breath  his  riierits  mud  abide, 

Unvouch'd  by  proof,  to  fubflance  unallied  ! 

Even  matchlefs  Garrlck's  art,  to  heaven  refign'd,- 
No  fix'd  efFeft,  no  model  leaves  behind. 

The  grace  of  action,  the  adapted  mien, 

Fkithful  as  hature  to  the  varied  fcSene  ;  ' 

•Th'  expreffive  glance,  whofe  iiibtle  comment  dr^Wi* 

Entranc'd  attention,  and  a  mute  applaufe  ; 
Geflure  that  marks,  with  force  and  feeling  fraught, 

A  fenfe  in  (ilence,  and  a  will  in  thought ; 

Harmonious  fpeech,  Whoie  pure  and  liquid  tone 

Gives  verfe  a  mufic  fcarce  coofef^'d  iu  own  $ 
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A^  light  from  gems  aflkmes  a  brighter,  ray^ 

And,  cloth'd  with  orient  hues,  tranicends  the  day  i 

PaiEon*s  wM  break,  and  frown  that  awes  the  fenfe^ 

And  ev'ry  charm  of  gentle  eloqaence. 

All  periihable  !-^like  th'  eledbic  fire^ 
But  ftrike  the  frame,  and  as  they  (bike,  expire ; 

Incenfe  too  pare  a  bodied  flame  to  bear. 

Its  firagrance  charms  the  fenfe,  and  blends  with  air. 

Where  then,  while  duik  in  cold  decay  he  lies. 

And  pale  ealipfe  for  ever  veils  thofe  eyes; 

Where  is  the'bleft  memorial  thatenfuVes 

Our  Garrick's  fame  ?— where  is  the  trttftf— .^Tis  yours* 

And,  O  !  by  every  charm  his  art  eflay'd 

To  footh  your  cares  !  by  ev*ry  grief  allay'd ! 

By  the  hufh'd  wonder  Which  his  accents  drew  ! 
By  his  lafl:  parting  tear,  repfdd  by  you  t 

By  all  thofe  thoughts,  which  thany  a  diltant  night 

Shall  mark  his  memory  with  a  fad  delight  i 

Still  ip  your  hearts  dear  record  bear  his  name, 

Cherifli  the  keen  regret  that  lifts  his  £une  } 

To  you  it  is  bequeathed,  aflert  the  truft. 

And  to  his  worth— -'tis  all  you  can — be  juft. 
What  more  is  due  from  fandtifying  tinie, 

To  cheerful  wit^  and  many  a  favoured  rhym^. 

O'er  his  grac'd  urn,  (hall  bloom,  a  deathlefs  Wreath^ 

Whofe  bloflbm*d  fweets  fhall  deck  the  mafk  beneath-^^ 

For  thefe^  when  fculpture's  votive  toil  fhall  rear, 
The  due  memorial  of  a  lofs  fo  dear, 

O  lovelieft  mourner,  gentle  mufe !  be  thine 

Hie  pleafing  woe  to  gu^rd  the  Uiirell'd  fhrih<« 

G  2 
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As  fancyy  okhftafeiS&aaa  led 

To  ttMin  the  manfions  of  the  iainted  deadf 

Has  viewM  fay  fiiadovy  ere's  unfiuihEd  gloom, 

A  weeping  c^ienib  on  a  martyr's  tomb ; 

So  thofe,  fweet  mfgSt$  bang  o'er  bis  fcolptur'd  bier* 

WUh  patient  woCy  that  loTes  the  Uog'riBg  tear ; 
With  thoughts  lihat  monniy  noryetdefire  relief^ 

W^  meek  iegret^uand  fond  endoring  grief; 

With  looks  that  Ipeak-^iTir  never Jbail  return  ! 

Chilling  |hy  tender  bofom^  clafp  bis  urn ; 

And  with  foft  fighs  di^>erie  th'  irrev'rend  daft, 
Whiclv  time  may  fbew  i^a  hia  iacred  buft. 

Cftap.  IX. 

BUT  t<>  return  to  Betterton.— This 
great  nnin  feems  to  have  filledj  in  the 

eyes  of  thofe -who  knew  him,  the  moft  perfect 
idea  of  a  finifhed  a£lor  j  and,  indeed,  we  ci^n 

coUeft  fjifKcient  matter  from  their  circum- 

ilantial  accounts,  to  ground  a  belief,  that  the 

pictures  given  of  him  are  but  little,  if  at  all, 

exaggerated. — ^From  thefe  he  appears  to  have 
had  all  the  rfequifites  for  t  good  aftor,an 

excellent  underftanding  and  conception  of 

3'     **      * 
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bis  author  5  fine  feelings — powerful  organs  of 

delivery — an  unufually  expreffive  counte* 

nance — ^mild,  grand,  and  authoritative,  juft 
as  fuited  the  charafter  he  was  to  perform^ 

with  a  perfon  dignlGed  and  majeflic,  and 
a^lion  that  could  not  be  €;;icceUed,  CnfEU, 

who  lived  to  fee  Garrick  and  Barry,  de*- 
Clares,  that  all  the  Othellos,  HamietCyBrutti$\ 

Hotfpursy  ̂ MacbetkSy  Sccthat  ever,  he  law 
fincc,  felL  infinitely  ,lhort  of  him.  We4nuft 
receive  this  account  with  fome  allowance  ,for 

partiality ~for  Victor  accufes  Gibber  of 

flighting  Booth  i  liiDting,.at  the, fame  Aime, 

that  Booth  was  probably  lais  gre^tian  a6lor 

as  Betterton*;  though,  he  adds,  thkt  Booth 
himfelf  never  would  allow  it ;  but,  whenever 

a  comparifon  was  attempted  in  his  prefence, 

would  burftout  into  an  extatic  eulogy  on  his 

great  predeceflfor,  and  exclaim,  in  tht  words 
of  the  Poet: 

^  Oh  had  you  known  him  all,  as  I  have  known  him» 

«  What  a  man  he  was,  jcc«  flee." 

Making  allowances,  however,  for  all  parti- 
ality, and  declining  comparifons,  which  it  is 

G  S 
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impbffible  at  this  day  to  make,  it  muft  Be 

allowed  that  he  was  a  wonderful  aftor,  and 

had  the  charafter,  above  all  others,  of  cofn- 

ipletely  gratifying  the  eye,  ear,  and  under- 
ftariding.  A  great  proof  of  this  is,  that  the 

moft  furious  rants,  and  turgid  fuftian  of  Lee, 

became  important  when  uttered  by  him— and 
when  he  pronounced  that  moft  extravagant 
mad  bravado  of  Alexander,  which  no  other 

aftor  could  fpeak  without  exciting  laughter^j 
viz. 

"  By  Heaven  they  never  did ;  tliey  never  can  9 

f<  .And.I  fnore  glory  to  have  pafs*d  that  ftreain> 

*.^  Than  to  have  drove  a  raillion  oV  the  pkin^ 

«*  Can  npne  remember  ?  yes — I  knoy  all  muft, 

•*  When  glory,  like  the  dazzling  eagle,  (lood 

<*  Perch *d  on  my  beaver  in  the  Granick  flood ; 

*•  When  Fortune*s  felf  my  ftandard  trembling  bore, 

f^  And  the  pale  Fates  ftood  frighted  on  the  fliore  s 

"  When  each  immortal  on  the  billowsi  rode, 

*'  And  I,  myfclf,  appeared  the  leading  God*" 

The  ftrength  and  melody  of  his  voice,  the 

majefty  of  his  deportment,  the  flcill  and  force 

pf  his    enunciation,    the  expreffion    of  his 
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counteBance,  and  the  general  harmony  of  the 

whole,  had  fuch  an  efFe^  upon.  His  auditors^ 

that  Judgment  was  difarmed,  and  led  captive 

in  tranfport  and  admiration.  Moktford, 

the  Ba^rry  of  that  day,  had  been  the 
Alexander.  When  he  died.  Better  ton,  then 

pid,  took  it  up  ;  and  notwithftanding  the  fa? 

tiety  of  the  town,  continued  to  play  it  to  full 

houfes,  till  his  ftrength  was  unequal  to  itj 

when  he  relinquiihed  it ;  and  for  many  years 

pfter  the  -  play  could  not  pleafe  the  pub- 
lic. .  It  h^s  been  faidi  wd  we  think  with 

juftice,  that  his  fupporting  the  falfe  fire  and 

extravagance  of  that  chara6):er,  was  a  more 

fjarprifing  proof  of  his  fkill,  than  his  being 
pmjpei)tini5pAK.Espf:AR^, 

Nor  wa^  his  merit  confined  to  tragedy,  or 

any  particujar  walk  in  tragedy*  He  fcejns  to 

have  had  as  great  a  variety,  though  the  ex« 
tremes  of  that  variety  were  not  fo  conlrafted 

as  Qarrick's.  In  tragedy,  he  excelled  in 
love,  J  n  rage,  in  dignity,  in  pathos>  in  terror, 

41)4  in  declamation. 
.   Q  ̂  
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In  comedy,  he  was  aclmirable,  particn** 
larly  in  the  charafter  of  the  gentleman  5  and 

his  Falfidff  has  never  been  furpafled,  not 

even  "by  2ttm  :-*-if  we  may  believe  report,  he 
was  fuperiorin  many  parts  which  Garrick  at-* 
tempted  to  perform.  But  we  have  no  reafon 
to  believe  that  he  would  be  able,  like  Garrick^ 

after  exhaufting  the  hearts  of  hi$  auditors 
of  their  laft  tear  in  the  charafter  of.  King 

Leavy  to  throw  them  into  convulfions  of 

Jaughter,  with  the  low  drollery  of  Abel 

Drugger.  This  admirable  performer,  who  was 

as  good  a  man  as  he  was  an  a6lor,  p!ayed> 
three  days  before  his  death,  the  charader  of 

^elantius  in  the  Maid's  Tragedy,  for  his  oWn 
benefit ;  and  played  better,  fays  Gibber,  than 

any  one  fince,  though  then  74  ye^rs  old, 
Rathei:  than  difappoint  the  audience,  he  put 

compreffures  about  a  gouty  foot,  which  threw 
the  diforder  into  the  ftomach,  and  was  the 
caufe  of  his  death. 

•To  convey  a  juft  idea  of  the  excellence  of 
deceafed  aftors,  is,  as  before  lamented,  impof- 

fible.    The  beft  mode  of  giving  a  notion  of, 
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their  ityle:  and  merits*  is;b7afcaJex)f  com* 

parifon  with  ibme  b&oxs  in  remembrancb'l 
On  this  plan  we  tnay,  with  juffice,  fet  dowir 

BettertoTiy  the  Garnci  of  that,  dajr-^^  Tlie 
time  may  come,  when  it  would  give  ofFence 
to  the  admiicr^  of  fome  ftivoiaite  ff6h>r,  to 

compare  Garridc  with  him;  and  many  will 

now  cenfure  our  placing  Betterton^Qta  his 
kveK  Each  thinks  the  beft  he  has  feen,  tiie 
beft  that  ever  exifted.  There  are  even  now 

fome  peribns  who  ave  difpleafed^  if  they  hear 

B^^rrjf  or  Mojbp  preferred  to  Mr.  Kemble ; 

and  much  againft  their  will,  and  with  fome 

floubt,  admit  the  fuperiority  of  Garrick/ 

Though  Mr.  Kemble  himfelf  would  have 

judgment  and  modefty  enough  to  fet  thent 

right    , 

The  next,  in  this  admirable  company, 
which,  as  before  related,  funk  under  the 

opera  and  the  puppet  fliow,  w^ls  Montfort^ 
whom)  on  ourfcale  of  comparifon,  we  may 

ftyle  theiSatrry  of  that  day,  and,  indeed,  the 

defi;:ription  of  the  one,  would  akndft  exa£Uy  an* 

(wer  for  the  other.   After  him  came  Kynafion^ 
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whom  wc  may  pretty  juftly  compare  to 

Mojbp :  and,  after  making  every  allowance, 

with  no  difadvahtage  to  the  latter,  he  bad 

more  grace  and  dignity. 

The  next  was  Sanclfordy  whom  Gibber  calla 

the  Spagnolet  of  th.e  ftage.  It  would  be  in* 
juftice  to  compare  him,  to  any  one  particular 

a£lor.  The  flage  villain  was  his  particular 

forte — ^though,  in  private  life,  a  moft  excel* 
lent  man.  Let  the  reader  fuppofc,  Garrick  in 

Richard,  Macklin  in  lago,  Moflfop  ip  Zanga« 

&c.  &c.  and  let  him  add  to  this,  a  naturally 

deformed,  crooked  perfon, .  an  acute  piercing 

tone  of  voice,  and  a  formidable  flern  afpefl:, 

*^  changing,  at  times  (as  Gibber  happily  ex- 

preffes  it),  into  an  almoll  ludicrous  triumph 

over  all  goodnefs  and  virtue,"  and  he  will 
have  fome  difta^t  conception  of  this  great 
aftor^ 

Then  came  the  comedians^— at  the  head  pf . 

whom — at  the  he^d  of  all  comedians,  ancient 

or  modem,  flood  Nokes.  We  have  no  on^ 

to  compare  him  with  :  a  mixture  of  Parfonj 
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and  Weftori  comes  neareft  him  of  imy  thing  we 

can  conceive.  Ah  adequate  defcription-  of 
fuch  an  aftor  muft  be  impoffibk : — but  jCoUcjr 

Gibber's  account  of  him  is  fo  well  conceived^ 
and  happily  executed;  fo  likely  to  imprefs  a 

diftant  idea  of  the  man,  and  fo  entertaining  in 
itfelf,  that  we  are  fure  our  readers^  will  think 

themfelves  well  repaid  for  the  trout^k  of 

reading  it. 

"  Nokes  was  different  from  any  one  aftor 
that  ever  I  have  feen  or  heard  of,  fince  or 

before  him. — ^His  excellence  was  a  plain,  pal- 

pable iimplicity. of  nature,  fo  entirely  his  own, 

that  he  was  often  as  diverting  off  th^  ftag^e  bs 
on  it. 

^*  Whenever  he  entered,  he  was  received 

with  a  burft  of  applaufe ;  not  clapping  of 

hands,  for  that  might,  and  very  often  is,  pro- 

ftituted;  but  an  involuntary  laugh,  which  the 

very  fight  of  him  provoked,  and  nature  could 

not  refift.  Had  a  bench  of  bilhops  been  pre- 
fent,  they  muft  have  fallen  into  a  titter :  yet, 

the  louder  the  laugh,  the  graver  was  his  look. 
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^  In  the  ludicrous  diftreffes,  which,  by  the  kw« 
6f  comedy,  folly  is  involved  in,  he  funk  into 

fuch  a  mixture  of  piteous  pufillanimity,  andi 

consternation,  fp  ruefully  ridiculous  and  incon* 

folable,  that,  when  he  had  (hook  you  to  pieces 

with  lau^htier,  it  was  a  moot  point  whether 

you  ought  not  to  have  pitied  him, 

^*  When  he  debated  any  matter  by  himfelf^ 
he  would  (hut  up  his  mouth  with  a  dumb, 

ftudiotis  pout,  and  roll  his  full  eye  into  fuch  a 

vacant  amazement,  fuch  a  palpable  ignorance 

of  what  to  'think  of,  that  his  filent  perplexity 
(Ivhich  would  laft  feveral  minutes)  gave  your 

ibiagination  as  fall  content,  as  the  mofl:  ab* 

furd  thing  he  could  poflibly  fay  upon  it.  In 

Sir  Martin  Marr^all^  who  is  always  com^ 
mitting  blunders  to  the  prejudice  of  his  own 

intcrett,  when .  he  had  brought  himfelf  to  a 

dilemma  in  his  affairs,  by  vainly  proceeding 

•on  his  own  head,  and  was  afterwards  afraid 
to  loodc  his  governing  fervant  in  the  face, 

what  a  copious  and  diftrefsful  biarangue  h^s 

,he  often  made  with  his  looks  (while  theboufe 
has  been  in  one  continued  roar  for  feveral 
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minutes),  before  he  could  prevail  with  his 

courage  to.  fay  a  word  to  him.  Then  might 

you  have  at  once  rtzA-^-^vexation  that  his  owa 
meafures,  which  he  had  piqued  himfelf  upon» 

had  failed — erwy  of  his  fervant's  fuperior  wit 
'"-^Jlrcfs  to  retrieve  the  occafion  he  had  loft — 

Jhame  to  confefs  his  folly — and  yet  ̂ fullen 
defire  to  be  reconciled,  and  better  advifed  for 

the  future.  What  tragedy  ever  fhewed  fuch 

a  tumult  of  pafiions,  riiing,  at  once,  in  one 

bofom^  or  what  bufkined  hero,  ftanding  un- 
der the  load  of  them,  could  have  more  effec- 

tually moved  his  fpe£lators>  by  the  moft  pa* 
thetic  fpeech,  than  poor,  miferable  Nokes  did» 

by  this  iilent  eloquence,  and  piteous  plight  c^ 
his  features. 

"  In  fonae  of  his  low  characters,  that  be- 
came it,  he  had  a  ihuffling  (hamble  in  his  gait, 

with  fo  contented  an  ̂ aoraiice  in  his  afpe£t^ 

and  an  aukward  abfurdity  in  his  gefture,  that, 

had  you  not  known  him,  you  could  not  have 

believed  that  naturally  he  could  havt  had  a 

grain  of  common  fenfe." 
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Befides  him,  there  were  Underkill  and 

Leigky  performers  inferior  only  to  Nokcs,  and 
eminently  excellent  in  feveral  charafters  in 

comedy,  which  were  unfit  for  him 

The  aftreffes  were,  Mrs.  Betterton,  Mrs. 

Barri^  Mrs.  Leighy  Mrs.  Butlery  Mrs. 

Montforty  afterwards  Venbruggeriy  ajid  Mrs% 

Bracegirdley  all  of  them  admirable  per- 

formers, and  worthy  to  be  compared  with  any 
that  have  followed  them. 

Such  were  the  performers,  and  fuch  their 

merits;  yet  they  could  not  be  fecure  againft 

the  tyranny  of  their  talk-mafters,  and  the  pe- 

culation of  their  hard-hearted  employers.— 
How  happy,  how  opulent,  how  independent, 

is  the  ftate  of  inferior  aflors,  at  this  day,  com* 

pared  with  theirs !  The  patentees  of  the 

united  company,  having  a  monopoly  of  the 

ftage  in  their  hands,  prefumed  that  they 

might  impofe  what  terms  they  pleafed  upon 

their  people.  They  would  not  admit  any 

young  aftor  into  pay,  under,  at  leaft,  half  a 

year's  probation  5  at  the  ehd  of  which   time. 



CHARLES    MACKtIN,  9$ 

Calley  Cibber  relates  he  was  glad  to  get  ten 

ihillings  a  week  from  them  for  his  labour. 

But  while  they  were  thus  tyrannizing  over 

the  a£lors,  and  making  them  their  enemies,  they 

forgot  that  there  was  a  third  party — the  public, 
who  having  aftors,  and  not  managers  in  their 

eye^  would  be  difpofed  to  proteft  them.  It 

was  natural  that  the  aftors,  who  night  after 

night  were  affording  them  delight,  ihould 

ftand  higher  in  their  efteem,  than  a  perfon 

never  fecn  j  and  that  the  public  fhould  wifh 

them  the  enjoyment  of  the  profitis  arifing 

from  their  labours,  however  it  might  cJalh 

with  the  rights  of  patentees,  or  whatever 

damage  or  injuftice  might  fall  on  the  owners, 

v^hofe  perfonal  merit  the  public  was  little  ac- 

quainted with. 

Impreffed  with  thefe  feelings  for  the  aftors, 

feveral  perfons,  of  the  higheft  diftinftion, 

warmly  efpoufed  their  caufe,  and  fometimes, 

in  the  upper  circle,  entertained  the  King  with 
the  ftate  of  the  theatre.  Loofe  converjGatioa 

brought  about  clofe  difcipline  and  inquiry ;  at 
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length  theii*  grievances  were  completely  laid 
before  Earl  Dorfet,  then  Lord  Chamberlain, 

,  who  entered  heartily  into  their  caufe,  and 

toqik  the  moll  effeftual  fteps  for  their  relief. 

CounftI  of  the  firft  eminence  we're  advifed 
with,  and  gave  their  opinion,  that  no  patent 

for  afting  plays  could  tie  up  the  hands  of  a 

fucceeding  Prince,  or  prevent  him  from  grant- 
ing the  like  authority  to  others,  where  his 

wifdom  or  juftice  might  think  it  expedient : 

on  which  opinion,  the*  profpeft  of  the  aftors 
began  to  brighten.  While  the  affair  was  in 

agitation.  Queen  Mary  died — and  ofcourfe 
a  flop  was  put  to  all  public  diverlions,  fo  that 
Betterton  and  his  adherents  had  more  leifure 

to  folicit  the  redrefs  they  hoped  for.  And  the 

patentees,  finding  that  the  party  formed  againft 

them  was  daily  gaining  ftrength,  were  re- 
duced to  the  neceflity  of  makmg  fure  of  fuch 

a  company  of  players  as  the  refufe  of  Bet- 

terton's  party  could  form. 

In  a  ihort  time  Mr.  Betterton  and  the 

^chiefs  of  his  party  were  allowed  the  honour 
•of  an  audience  with  his  Majefty — who  gra- 
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ctoiifly  difmiffed  them,  with  affuranceS  of  relief 

and  fupport-r-^and  accordingly  a  feleft  nuiribef 
of  them  were  foon  after  impowered,  by  his 

Majefty 's  Licence,  to  perform  plays  in  a  feparate 
theatre  for  themfelves.  Inpurfuanceof  which^ 

a  fubfcription  was  fet  on  foot  for  ereftihg  a 

theatre  in  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields,  where  they 
opened  the  next  year,  fuccefsfuUy,  with  the  co- 

medy of  Love  Jor  Love,  then  newly  written 

by  Mr*  Congreve,  who  joined  them,  and  un- 

dertook to  give  them  one  new  play  a  year — 

which  undertaking  he  certainly  never  fill* 
fiHed*  Both  fides,  however,  were  fufierers 

by  the  feparation.  The  patentees  were  con- 
vinced, when  too  late,  of  their  error— their 

profpeSts  were  bad— *their  houfes  thin  j  and 

as  to  the  new  company,  they  began  foon 

to  form  cabals  among  themfelves,  which 

retarded  their  fuccefs.  They  might  be  com- 

|)ared  to  a  commonwealth— fuccefa  poured 

in  at  firft  upon  them  in  torrents— but  jea- 
Joufies,  and  love  of  power,  deftroyed  their 

union ;  and  all  began  to  vie  and  ftruggle  for 

command:  although  deference  (hould  have 

been  paid  to  the  judgment  and  experience  of 
Vol.  L  H 
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BettertoQ,  ftveml  of  tl)em   endeavoured  t^. 

take,  die  }ead»  and  govern  in  turn.    Then  di& 

pates  zxodt  of  aaaother  kind^^tlie  tragediafiis 

thought  themfelves  better   than   the    come^ 
dians,  as  tragedy  was  more  excellent  than 

comedy.      Whik    the    comedians    aflerted 

their  fupertority,  which  th^y  grounded  on  the 

merits  of  comedy^  as  coming  xiearer  to,  and 

being  a  more  juft  reprefentation  of  nature  :•— 
the    comedians   were  jealons  of   the    tich 

drefles  in  tragedy ;  wad  the  tragedians  again 

lemarked  fevetely  upon  the  unneaeflary  eX'- 
pence  attending  ihe  decorations  of  comedy  \ 

in  (hort^  ev«ry  thing  became  a  fubjeft  of 

difputei  jealoofy^  and  cavil:  averfe  to  each 

other's  good  from  e»vy,  feoare  from  foccefs, 
and  negligent  from  naerit,  they  gave  an  ad*- 
vantage  to  tbesr  enemies^  which   was  xM 

negk^iedi  and  fobn  fouod,  to  their  legret^ 

that  a  yoa<»g»  induftrioyscompony,  under  good 

diref^ion  and  proper  govemnaMCSBt,  were  note 
tlian  a^i&atch  for  the  beft  adocs  ia  the  worhi> 

unreO«ai»ed  by  5^4)oleibaie  ciantrDail,  and  im*- 
aided  by  induAry.     Thus  the  two  companies 

iHutuaUy  harr^flfed  each  other^^rednoed  cadi 
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Other's  imancesT*-were  working  for  half  wages, 
or,  by  altemale  fuceeffefi,  intercepting  find 

wrefthig  die  bread  from  each  other's  mouths* 

About  this  tirne^  the  immoralities  of  the 

ftagey  which,  by  the  fcandalous,  open  encoof 

r^gemcnt  and  indulgence  of  Charles  the 

Second^  had  been  fince  his  time  creeping 
into  the  drama,  became  fo  licentious,  that 

nothing,  however  grofs,  could  be  top  low  for 

it.  That  infiimous  comedy,  the  London 

CucMdSf  Vfu,  above  all  plays,  iu  favour  with 

Ch^rle^  md  hi^  court.  Indeed  we  may  forai 

fome  conception  of  the  ftate  of  morals  ai  that 
time,  from  the  circumftance  of  a  man  of 

Drydeo'^  toweHog  smm  ftoopiog  to  gratify 
911  audience  by  writbg  f^enes^  whidi,  at  thia 

day*  would  be  burned  by  the  hands  of  the  com^ 

mom  bangfnaxv'^-or,  at  legft,  publickly  es» 
^f9t^,  on  acpouotof  tlmr  indecency.  One 

C^Uifr,  a  nonjproig  clergyoian,  xnad^  a  vio- 
lent  att^K^k  up^n  the  Aftge»  and  dramatic  wrir 

tnrs^-flind  Upon  a  <:riiiwl  exaflamajtion  of  fe« 
yeral  pieoes^  convi^ed  them  of  the  moft  foul 

immoralHy  :^>^he  was  p^rtiailariy  ieVere  on 
H  3 
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Congreve's  Old  Batchelory  and  Gibber's  cd- 
medy  of  the  Relapfe — i\^y,  he  went  To  far 
with  the  latter,  as  to  cenfure  his  comedy  of 

the  Fool  in  Fajliiony  only  for  having  the  word 

**  FaitK^  in  it  as  an  oath.  Unqueftionably 
the  indecency  of  thofe  plays  demanded  cen- 

fure ;  but  we  muft  at  the  fame  time  allow, 

that  it  is  to  the  vitiated  taile  of  fpeftators,  and 

not  to  the  author  or  aftors,  the  corruptions 

of  the  ftage  are  at  all  times  attributable.  The 

one  mull  write,  and  the  other  a£l  agreeably  to 

their  palates,  or  they  may  as  well  attempt 
neither.  It  is  the  audience,  and  not  the 

author  or  aftor,  who  give  the  tone. 

Collier's  book  met  with  general  approba- 
tion— and  was  thought  to  have  fo  laudable  a 

tendency,  that  it  at  laft  found  its  way  into 

the  hands  of  King  William^  who  entirely  co- 
incided with  its  principles,  and  took  notice, 

not  only  of  it,  but  its  author ;  diftinguifhing 

Collier  by  a  particular  mark  of  favor.  The 

avowed  opinion  of  the  king,  had  a  very 
wholefome  effeS  on  thofe  who  wrote  after : — 

authors   were  more  on    their  guard— inde- 
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cency  ceafed  to  be  confidered  as  wit,  and 

of  courfe,  became  lefs  fafliionable ;  and,  by 

degrees,  the  fair  fex  began  to  fill  the  boxes 

on  the  firft  reprefentation  of  a  new  comedy, 

without  fear  of  offence,  or  apprehenfion  of 
cenfure, 

But  this  was  not  all — the  Matter  of  the 

Revels,  who  then  licenfed  all  the  plays  for 

the  ftage,  came  forward  in  fupport  of  Collier, 

and  alMed  this  reformation  with  a  feverity, 

injuftice,  and  ignorance  equally  difgufting, 
vexatious,  and  ridiculous:  he  would  flrike 
out  whole  fcenes  of  a  vicious  or  immoral 

charafter,  though  obvioufly  brought  forward 

only  to  be  reformed  or  punifhed  —  one 
fentence  would  fdmetimes  damn  a  whole 

fcene,  to  the  ruin  of  the  whole  piece :  but 

the  moft  ridiculous  exertion  of  his  power, 

was  (hewn  in  the  cafe  of  Cibber's  excellent 
alteration  of  Richard  III.  out  of  which  he 

cut,  at  one  fweep,  the  whole  firft  aft.  Gibber 

applied  for  the  fmall  indulgence  of  one  or 

two  of  the  inofFenfive  fcenes,  in  order  (to 

«fe  his  owp  words)  *^  that  the  other  four  a£t^ 

H  s 
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might  limp  on  with  a  little  left  abfurdity"— * 
No  3  it  would  not  do.  The  Matter  of  the 

Reveh  had  net  kifure  to  confidar  what  might 

be  feparately  indffeniive-^he  had  afi  objec* 
tion  to  the  whole  a6l*— and  fdr  what  reafCMl  \ 

why,  truly,  that  the  diftreffes  of  King  Henry 
the  Sixth,  who  is  killed  by  Richard  in  the 

firft  a£t,  would  put  people  too  much  in  mind 

of  King  James,  the^a  living  in  France. 

jRi/um  tefieatk  / — We  fhould  be  inclined  to 
di(believe  this  anecdote^  if  it  did  not  ftand 

on  high  authority^ 

For  ten  years,  that  is  to  fay,  from  1697  to 

1707,  bo&  companies  w^nt  on  without  any 

memorable  change  in  their  affairs  :*-^aboutthat 
time,  the  acquifition  of  Mf.  JVilkes^  and  Mrs^ 

Oldfield^  was  of  gre&t  importance — and  the 

improvement  that  time  and  pr^£tice  acconi^ 
plifliedj  in  the  J>layihg  of  Penktthman^  was  of 

no  lefs  Gonfequence ;  whil*  "Cibber  aftd  the 
other  perforniefB  of  Druty  Lane,  were  ac- 

quiring great  reputatb^  for  that  Codapany ; 

io  that  the  Old  company  weie^  in  ptDportion^ 
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^ccKningf— though  fupported,  as  Ciblxjr  him- 

iclf  acknowledges,  by  far  fupe?ior  afting-^ 
for  there  was  no  a^or  in  his  company  to  be 

compared  to  Bettcri^n,  or  even  to  be  put  in 

coqtipetitioa  with  Boatk.  This  was  owing 

entirely  to  the  want  of  due  fubordination. 
Booth  afterwards  faid,  that  Betterton  ufed 

to  complain  to  him,  in  terms  of  chagrin  and 
mortification^  of  the  diiHcultles  he  had  to 

encounter,  and  the  imprafticabiJity  of  keeping 

their  little  body  in  the  common  order,  necef- 
fary  to  their  fupport. 

Finding  the  public  palaie  fatiatcd  with 

plain,  good  (enfe,  and  nature,  in  the  excel* 
lent  a£Ving  of  Betterton  and  his  company, 

recourie  was  had  to  high-feafiwed,  fweign 

.kickfliaws,  in  onJer  to  revive  Uieir  fi^gWy 

appetite-^nd  fom«  of  the  very  bi^ft  dancers 

of  the  French  opera  were  brought  over-r-an 
expedient,  which,  in  fome  degree,  aofwered 

for  a  time,  but  was  oi  very  ftort  duration,— 

The  pleafure  which  the  novelty  of  thofe 

"dancers  afforded,  could  not  naturally  be  long- 

Jived — it  expired  in  a  time  incredibly  fliort, 
H  4 
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and  left  behind  it  a  mifchief,  of  which  the  com* 

pany  were  not  aware,  though  one  would  think 

it  required  no  great  fagacity  to  forefee  it.  In 

Ihort,  it  had.  this  injurious  confequence,  that 

it  lowered  the  value  of  plays,  and  made  the 

multitude  defpife  the  beft  pieces  not  accom- 
panied with  a  dance.  Thus  the  public  tafte, 

by  imperceptible  degrees,  became  daily  more 
vitiated,  and,  as  it  is  the  bad  tafte  of  au- 

diences which  corrupts  the  ftage,  that  of  ne- 
ceffity  encreafed  in  depravity,  and  added  ftilj 

mofe  to  the  corruption  of  gep^ral  tafte^ 

Of  this  Colley  Cibber  gives  a  variety  of 

proofs  5  but  one,  which,  confidering  how  it 

bears  upon  himfelf  and  his  friends,  is  entitled 

to  perfeft  credence.  He  fays,  that  the  com- 

pany he  belonged  to  at  Dmry-lane,  though 
by  no  means  comparable  to  the  other,  were 

more  fuccefsful.  The  one  (Betterton*s)  had 
the  few  true  judges  to  attend  them ;  the  other 

had  the  crowd,  whofe  tafte  was  pleafed  at  ̂  

cheaper  rate,  and  with  courfer  fare. 
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This  rapid  decline  in  the  ftate  of  the  drama, 
which  threatened  it  with  total  extinction, 

rouzed  the  attention  of  a  few,  to  whofe  hearts 

the  interefts  of  poetry,  and  letters,  and,  of 

*courfe,  the  theatre  were  dears  and  they  be- 
gan to  form  plans  for  recovering  the  ftage  to 

its  original  vigour,  for  correfting  the  public 

taftfe,  and  for  reftoring  thofe  admirable  aflors, 
.  who  were  the  beft  commentators,  and  chief 

fupport  of  the  drama,  to  their  due  eftimation. 

The  moft  aftive  in  this  enterprife,  were. 

Sir  John  Vanburghy  and  Mr.  Congreve.    Un- 
rder  their  aufpices,  a  proje6l  was  formed,  and 

carried  into  execution,  for  building  a  State 

Theatre  in  the  Hay-market.  For  this  pur- 
pofe  a  fubfcription  was  raifed  by  Sir  John, 

.  who  completed  the  projefted  theatre  in  1706* 
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CfKtp*  X. 

AS  ibon  a$  thi9  ftru^ure  wa$  finiflied^ 
Betterton  and  bis  co<-paitncr$  difiolved 

their  own  agreement^  and  placed  themfelves 

under  the  dire61ion  of  Sir  John  Vanburgh 

and  his  friend  Congreve.  A  new  theatre^ 

under  the  management  of  two  fuch  dramatic 

.writers^  fupported  by  fuch  admirable  a^lors 

as  compofed  their  company^  afforded  liopes 

of  fuccefs  and  profperity.  They  imagined^ 

that»  now  their  fituation  being  improved^ 

the  town  would  be  brought  to  a  juft  tafie, 

by  the  new  pieces  which  thofe  celebrated 
men  would  find  it  their  intereft  to  write, 

and  which  would  give  them  an  advantage 

no  other  company  could  poflibly  expeS. 

Such,  however,  is  the  fallibility  of  the  heft 

laid  human  projects,  that  it  often  happens  that 

the  moft  promifing  plans  which  genius  can  fug* 

geft,  or  judgment  approve,  are  rendered  abor- 
tive by  fome  unforefeen  circumftance.  lt\ 

the  prefent  inftance,  the  outlines  of  the  plan^ 
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as  weir  as  the  principle  on  which  it  was 
founded,  were  at  once  laudable  and  wife* 

But  one  or  more  radical  errors  crept  into  the 

execution  of  it,  which  fruftrated  the  fanguine 

elcpefilations  of  the  projectors;  and  fliewed 

them  that  their  hopes,  as  well  as  their  houfe^ 
wer^  ill  conftruaed. 

The  firft  of  thefe  errors  was  the  fiteof  the 

building:  thofe  magnificent  fquares  and  ftreets 

In  the  vicinity  of  the  Hay-market,  now  dif- 

tinguiftied  by  llie  appellation  of  the  Weft*end 
of  the  town,  which,  in  fa£):,  conilitute,  at  this 

day)  the  chief  fupport  of  our  theatres,  were 

then  pafture  fields,  white  the  middle  part  of 

^e  town,  then  the  great  objeft  of  the  theatres, 

was  too  fat  diftant,  particularly  at  a  time 

When  luxury  had  not  made  a  coach  a  neceffary 

article  in  the  domeftic  arrangement  of  every 

wealthy  citizen.  Here,  then,  was  one  fata! 

trror,  arifing  from  an  extraordinary,  and,  in- 
deed, almoft  inexcufabie  overfight. 

Andther  lay  in  the  conftruftibn  of  the  houfe 

itfeif,  in  which. Sir  John  gave  a  new  proof 
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how  iftfcribr  he  flood  as  an  architefl:,  eoixir* 

pared  with  his  merit  as  a  poet.  The  theatre 

oweas  by  much  too  large,  and  fo  unikilfully 

•^^nftrufted,  that  every  fOiind  was  loft  in  it, 
or,  at  le?ift,  fo  confuf^^d  in  hollow  reverbera- 

JiotAS  of  the  voice  from  the  walls,  as  to  appear 

(fays  Gibber)  "like  the  gabbling  of  fo  many 

people  in  the  lofty  aifles  of  a  cathedral/* 

For  fome  time  previous  to  this,  that  mock-^ 
ery  of  common  fenfe,  the  Italian  opera,  had 

been  creeping  into  the  favour  of  the  people , 

of  England ;  and  Sir  Johp,  in  order  to  comr 

niepce  with  <^c/a/,  opened  the  houfe  with 

one  of  thofe  exotic  produftions,  the  novelty- 

of  which  he  expefted  would  charm  the  pub* 
lie.  But,  contrary  to  his  hopes,  it  met  a  very 

cpld  reception..  Upon  this  he  refolved  to 

ufe  his  utmoft  exertions— He  produced  his  cor 
medy  of  The  Confederacy y  the  fate  of  which 

was  little  better,  though  it  wiis  fupported  by 

the  beft  afting  ̂   which,  however,  was  Joft  i^ 

the  defeftivenefs  of  the  houfe.  From  a  profpeft 

To  clouded  and  inaufpicious,  Mr.  Congreve 

determined  to  retire,  and,  in  ̂   few.  months^ 
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gave  up  his  (hare  to  Sir  John,  who,  becoming 

fole  proprietor,  was  compelled,  in  felf-defence,  > 

to  ftrain  every  nerve  to  fupport  it.  "  He, 
therefore,  brought  forth,  in  quick  fucceffion, 

no  lefs  than  three  pieces :  every  one  of 

which  were  unfuccefsful ;  for,  though  well 

executed,  the  dialogue  was  loft  in  the  in- 
diftinftnefs  with  which  it  came  to  the  ear : 

— and  ap  audience  could  not  be  expe£led  to 

approve  or  applaud  that  which  they  could 

not  plainly  hear,  or  underftand. 

While  things  were  moving  in  this  very  un- 

promifing  manner,  feveral  of  the  aftors,  who 
compofed  this  excellent  company,  died; 

others  becapfie  too  feeble  and  fuperannuated 

for  exertion;  and  the  great  Betterton  himfelf, 

though  without  the  fhadow  of  a  competitor> 

was  upwards  of  fevehty,  an  age  at  which  he 

could  not  be  fuppofed  to  retain  his  former  fire 

and  fpirit.  Thus  was  the  fineft  fet  of  aftojrs, 

that  ever  were  collefted  in  one  company,  fink- 

ing gradually  under  time  and  death,  and  molder- 
ing  to  decay  under  the  chilling  negleft  of  ̂  
fatiated,  taftelefs  public. 
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In  thi$  ftate  of  the  fta|j;e,  a  junftion  of  both 

companies  was  coniidered  as  neceflfary^  in 

order,  by  their  united  ftrcngth,  to  force  back 

public  tafte  to  its  proper  ftandard.  After 

much  low  intrigue  and  cabal,  this  coalition 

was  effected  by  the  cunning  and  addrefs  of 

the  manager  of  the  Drury-lane  theatre,  and 

every  change,  from  that  time,  feems  to  have 

led  to  the  profperity  and  independence,  which, 

much  to  the  honour  of  the  Englifli  nation^ 

a£tors  have  for  a  long  time  enjoyed. 

To  enter  into  a  minute  detail  of  the  various 

difgraces  and  diforders,  convulfions  and  revo« 
lutioDS,  which  the  theatre  underwent  after 

this,  would  be  going  unneceflarily  afide  from 

our  hiftgry,  for  which  our  readers  would  be 

but  poorly  compenfated  by  fuch  a  difgufting 

pifture,  as  it  prefents  of  tyranny,  impolicy, 

meaottcfs,  and  folly.  We,  therefore,  pur- 

poiely  pa&  it  over,  and  proceed  to  tfaofe 
events  which  kd  to  the  leparation  of  the 

Italian  opera  from  the  Britiih  ftage,  and  after- 

wards, to  that  happy  period,  when  aidors,  un^ 
der  the  management  of  a£lars,  received  jofl: 
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re^ibiitkm  for  tbeir  labours,  made  the  drama 

Kfpe£iable»  and  enriched  their  employers. 

Sir  Tbonuus  Skipworth,  who  had  a  (hare  in 

Drury4ane  theatre^  being  on  a  vifit  to  hi$ 
friend  Colonel  Brett,  in  Gloucefterfliire,  wa$ 

fo  delighted  with  the  place^  and  pleafed  with 
the  entertainment  he  received,  that,  in  the 

warmth  of  his  acknowledgments,  he  made  his 

hoft  an  offer  of  his  whole  right  in  the  patent ; 

at  the  fame  time  obferviog,  in  order  not  to  en- 

hance or  over*rate  the  faror,  that,  {^r  ten 

fcsM  he  was  in  pofleflion  of  it,  it  had  not 

produced  him  one  ihiliing.     After  a  little 

friendly  fcuffle  in  overcoming  the  diiBcukies 

of  the  Colonel,  a  conveyance  was  drawn  out 

by  a  gentleman  of  the  law,  who  happened  to 

be  one  of  Colonel  Brett^s  guefis  at  the  time^ 
and  executed  in  due  form  by  Sir  Thomas. 

We  cannot  mention  this  tramfai^n  with*- 

out  itating  a  refie^Uon  that  wiU  be  likely  to 

occur  to  our  readers.  When  we  compare  the 

little  value  fet  upon  a  fhare  -of  l^e  patent  of 

Drury-lane  theatre  at  that  time,  with  the 

.4 
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amazing  value  fuch  a  fliarenow  bear&,  ahd 
confider  that  there  are  now  no  lefs  than  twd 

large  theatres,  befides  an  Opera  Houfe,  and  in- 

numerable other  places  of  public  entertain- 
ment, all  of  them  conferring  opulence  uport 

their  owners,  we  cannot  but  be  aftoniihed  at 

the  vail  increafe  of  wealth  and  population, 

which  this  country  has,  in  a  fpace  much  fliorf! 

of  a  century,  attained. 

Colonel  Brett,  being  thus  invefted  with  all 

the  rights  of  a  patentee,  refolved  to  turn  it  to 

the  beft  account ;  and  having  good  intereft 

with  the  Vice-Chamberlain,  called  in  his  aid  to 

bring  about  an  union. — ^To  have  one  theatre 

for.  plays,' and  another  for  operas,  under  fepa- 
rate  interefts,  was  the  main  objeft :— no  mea- 
fures  were  left  untried  by  him  for  the  purpofe, 

and  he  at  laft  fucceeded.  The  report  of  the 

growing  defire  of  the  Englifh  for  foreign 

operas,  had,  by  this  time,  reached  Italy,  ind 

the  famous .  Nicoliiii  came  over.  On  his  ar- 

rival, the  town  expreffed  an  impatience  to  hear 

hiip,  which  implied  an  aflurance,  that  operas, 

being  fo  completely  provided,  would  meet  with 



ettAHLtS    MAClCtttt.  113 

confiderable  faccefs.  It  was,  therefore^  Gock 

eluded,  that  the  famous  Omtn  Skviney,  whq  was 

manager  of  the  company  at  the  Haynafketi 
ifaould  be  made  fole  dire£tor  of  the  Italiun 

pperas;  the  profits  arifing  from  .which,  it 

was  expected,  would  be  fo  ample  as  to  make 

hAl  compe^fatiofi  to  him  for  his  refignation 

oi  the  aitors.  Swiney  accepted  the  appoint** 
ment,  and  the  adors  were  ail  ordered  to 

DruryJane,  there  Jo  remain  under  the  pa- 

tentee, to  aft  by  the  name  of  her  Majefty^s 
only  Company  of  Comedians. 

Under  this  form  of  management  the  profits  of 

the  theatre  increafed ;  and  to  the  induftry  of 

Brett  that  increafe  was  chiefly  owing.  But  no 

fooner  did  Sir  Thomas  Skipworth  find  what  a 
falfe  eftimate  he  had  made  of  the  value  of  hie 

fliare,  than  he  refolved  to  get  it  back  again. 

Accordingly  he  applied  to  Colonel  Brett  for  a 

re^^Gonveyance,  and,  on  the  Colonel's  refufai, 
filed  a  bill  againft  him,  Hating,  that  it  was 

only  made  over  in  truft  for  him.  To  tWs 

Colonel  Brett  put  in  an  anfwer  pofitivfely  de- 
nying the  exiftence  of  any  fuch  tuiftf  and  fah 

Vox.  L  I 
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hywed  up  his  anfwctr  by  a  voluntary,  coi> 

^temptuous  re-conveyance,  not  to  Sir  Tbom^ 
,bimfelf,  wlio  did  not  live  to  enjoy  the  fruits 
<)f  this  honourable  retfafiiation,  but  to  his  fon. 

Sir  George  Skipworth.  Colonel  Brett  was 

a  man  of  excellent  cbarafler  and  difpofition. 

jColley  Gibber,  who  was  on  intimate  terms 
with  him,  has  left  us  an  anecdote  of  hiqi, 

which,  for  its  fingul^rity,  may  be  entitled  to  a 

place  here,  where  that  gentleman's  name  is, 
for  the  laft  time,  mentioned.  We  will  not 

injure  the  ftory,  by  taking  it  put  of  the  laureat's 
own  words. 

I     *^  Among  the  many  men.  of  condition  with 
.whom  his  converfation   had   recommended 

fhim  to  an  intimacy.  Sir  Thomas  Skipworth 

.had  taken  a  particular  inclination  to   him; 
and  as  he  had  the  advancement  of  his  fortune 

gSit  hearty  introduced  him  where  therci  was  a . 

iady,  who.  had  enough  in  her  power  to  dif- 
;^encumber  him  of  the  world,  and  make  him 

xvery  way  eafy  for  life..    While  he  was  in 

purfuit  of  this  affair,  which  no  time  was  to 

.te  fcft  in. (for  the  lady  was  to  be  in  town  but 
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for  three  weeks),  I  one  day  found  him  idling 

behind  the  fcenes,  before  the  play  was  begun* 

Upon  fight  of  him,  I  took  the  ufual  freedom 

he  allowed  me,  to-  rate  him  roundly,  for  the 
madnefs  of  not  improving  every  moment  in 

his  power,  in  what  was  of ̂   fuch  confequence 
to  him*  Why  are  you  not  (faid  I)  where  you 

know  you  only  fliould  be?  If  your  defign 

fliould  once  get  wind  in  the  town,  the  ill -will 

of  your  enemies,  or  the  fincerity  of  the  lady^s 
friends,  may  fooft  blow  up  your  hopes,  which, 

f  in  your  circumftances  of  life,  cannot  be  long 

fupported  by  th«  bare  appearance  of  a  gen- 

:    .  tleman.     But  it  is  impoflible  to  proceed,  with- 

out fome  apology  for  the  very  fingular  circum- 
fiance  that  is  to  follow.     Yet  as  it  might  not 

be  fo  trivial  in  its  eflFeft,  as  I  fear  it  may  be  in 

j  the  narration,  and  is  a  mark  of  that  intimacy, 
^  which  is  neceflary  fliould  be  known,  had  been 

between  us,  I  will  honeftly  make  bold  with 

i    '  my  fcruples,  and  let  the  plain  truth  of  my 
f  '         iiory  take  its  chance  for  contempt  or  appro- 
i  bation.    After  twenty  excufes,  to  clear  him- 

^  felf  of  the  negleft  I  had  fo  warmly  charged 
him  with,  he  concluded  them,  by  telling  me 

12 
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he  had  beeft  out  all  the  morning,  and  that  his 
linen  was  tob  much  foiled  to  be  feen  in  com- 

pany. Oh^  ho !  faid  I,  is  that  all?  come  a)ong 

with  me,  we  will  foon  get  over  that  dainty  dif&- 
culty:  upon  which  I  hauled  him  by  the  fieeve 

into  my  ihiftingrroom^be  either  ftaring,  laughr 

ang,or  hanging  back  all  the  way.  There>when 

I  had  locked  him  in,  I  began  to  ftrip  off  my 

uppef  cloathsy  and  bid  him  do  the  fame  $  fiill 

he  either  did  not»  or  would  notj  feem  to  un« 

derftand  me;  and, continuing  his  laugh, cried. 

What  \  is  the  puppy  mad?  No,  no ;  only  po- 
fitive^  ikid  I ;  (of,  look  you,  in  ihort,  the  play  is 

r^ady  to  begin^  and  the  parts  you  and  I  are  to 

z£k  tOiday^  are  not  of  equal  confequence ;  teine 

cfYamig  Meveiier  {in  Greenwich  Park),  is  but 

a  rake  -,  but  whatever  you  are,  you  are  not  tor 
appear  fo^  therefore,  take  my  Ihirt,  and  gire 

me  yt)Ufs$  for,  depend  upon't,  ftay  here  you 
fhall  not,  and  fo  go  about  your  bufinefe.  To 

conclude,  we  fairly  changed  linen,  nor  could 

his  mother  have  wrapped  him  up  more  for* 
tunately  5  for  in  about  ten  days  he  married  the 

lady^  In  a  year  or  two  after  his  marriage 

he  was  chofen  a  member  of  that  parliament 
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which  was  fitting  when  King  William  died  $ 

and,  upon  railing  fome  new  regiments,  waft 
made  Ueutenant-Colonel  to  that  of  Sir 

Charles  Hotfaam^  But  as  his  ambidon  it^ 

tended  not  beyond  the  bounds  of  a  Park-wa!t» 
and  a  pleafant  retreat  in  the  comer  of  it^ 

whichj  with  too  mucfaexpence^  he  had  juft 

iiniflied,  he,  within  another  year,  had  leare  to 

refign  his  commiffion  in  favour  of  a  younger 

bnother.*" 

C^ap.  XL 

UPON  the  re-conreyance  by  Colonel 
Brett  to  Sir  George  Skipworth,  the 

patentees  exercifed  great  tyranny  and  injuftice 

towards  the  a£tors,  till*  at  kngth,  their  griev- 

ances became  fo  great,  that  application  was 
made,  on  their  behalf,  to  the  Chamberlain, 

who  gave  a  formal  warning  to  the  patentees 

to  render  fatusfadion  to  the  a£lors,  and  the^by 

afforded  them  an  interval  of  calm,  which  fuir*^ 

ni(hedthem  with  an  opportcmity  to  form  (b  pow« 
eriul  a  body,  as  to  render  the  iaclination  of  &e 1% 

\ 
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Lord  Chamberlain  to  relieve  them  pra^icable.* 
Accordingly,  pertniffion  was  given  toiSwineyi: 

then  the  direftor  of  the  opera,  to  enter  into  bi 

private  treaty:  with  fuch  of  the  aftors,  as  might 

be  thought  proper  heads  for  a  company,  to 

be  fharers  v^rith  him  in  the  Hay-market. 
Several  of  the  aftors  joined,  and  engaged 

in  tho  confederacy,  with  Swineyj  and  th© 

patentees  were  fil^nc^d — A  ftriking  inftance 
of  the  great  power  of  the  lx)rd  Chamberlain. 

The  firft  objeft  of  the  managers  of  this  new 

confederacy  was,  to  alter  the  Hay-market 
theatre,  which  they  did  fo  eflfeftually,  as  to 

make  the  performance  audible.  And,  as 

there  was  no  other  theatre  to  rival  it,  they 
had  the  town  to  themfelves,  were  their  own 

mafters,  and  the  profit?  came  into  their  own 

pockets, 

While  they  were  proceeding  thus  fuccefs^ 

fully,  a  new  interruption  was  given  to  theii: 

progrefs, — the  ftrong  hapd  of  power  inters? 

fered  in  behalf  of  a  new  favourite.-^Ons 

WHUam  Collier^  an  ejjiterprifing  lawyer,  was 
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permitted,  not   by  patent,  but   Hcencc,  to . 

open   DruryJane  Theatre,  with  a  companf^ 
of  his  own  coUefting;  and  thofe  aftors,  who/ 

had  been  kept  in  a  ftate  of  inaftipn,  under  the: 

late  patentees,  came  over  to  him;  but  he  was. 

unfuccefbful ;  fo  that  he  was  obh'ged  to  have 
recourfe   to  a  new  plan  for  the  fupport  oi 

his  theatrical  projeft;   and,  looking  with  an 

invidious  eye  to  the  fortunate  ftate  of  Swiney's 
company,  refolved  to  call  in  the  aid  of  power 

to  procure  a  fhare  in  it.     To  this  end  he 

exerted  his  court  influence  to  fupport  him  in 

a  propofition  to  Swiney  and  his  joint  fliarers ; 

which  propofition  was :  ̂*  That,  pn  his  giving 
up  the  Drury-lane  cloaths,  fcenes,-and  aSors 
to  them,   they  fliould  put  him  into  an  equal 

poffeflion  of  the  Hay-market  theatre,  with  all 
the  fingers,    and  appoint  him    fole  direSor 

of  the  opera/'    Accordingly,  by  permiffion  of* 
the  Lord  Chamberlain,  a  treaty  to  that  efftSt 

was  ratified,  and  Callkr  fo  far  gratified,  at 

the  expence  pf  poor  Swiney. and  his  partners^ 

Had  the  a£t  of  coercion  ,ftopt  here,  it  woul4 

have  been  well ;  bpt  two  unjuft  articles;  wercr 

added-^one>  tha*  the  players  (hould  paj  tw6 
14 
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Imtidmd  pounds  a  year  to  Collier,  while  lie 

contmued  mafiier  of  the  opera ;  in  return  for 

which,  they  bad  a  verbal  aflurance,  that,  fo 

]eAg  fti  that  payment  continued  to  be  made, 

no  other  tompznj  ihould  be  permitted  to  a3: 

plays  agauift  them.    Tht  other  article  pro« 

tided,  that  on  evory  Wednefday,  on -which 
an  opera  could  be  performed,  the  theatre 

fliouM  w>t  be  open.    Such  barefaced  infrac** 
tipjas  on  common  right  dare  not,  at  this  day, 

be  attempted.    But  Collier  was  a  member 

of  parliament;  atidwhat  chance  had  the  ho* 

neft  claims  and  juft  ri^ts  of  a  company  of 

poor  pkyers,  when  put  in  competition  with 

his  interefi.    Had  the  injuftiqe  of  Collier  to 

Swiney  flopt  even  here,  the  abilities  of  the 

latter^  and  the  general  good-win  of  the  afiton 
and  public  tbwards  him,  would  have  enabled 

kirn  fiiQ  to  have  fieismned  the  torrent  ;«*^bat 

Collier,  hearing  of  his  fuccefs,  and  diat  the 

^ylioufe^  imder  his  managemeiit,  was  more 

advafttdf  eons  than  the  bpera,  prepofed  iimt 

SfiMnvy  (bould  retitirn  to  the  opera,  and  had 

Aat  propoial  fupported  by  court  power.    Sit 

fftto  Vai^tmi|^,  who  w«s  Mueh  attached  to 
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Swiney,  advifcd  him  to  accept  the  change, 

fince  the  power  of  the  other  was  too  great  to 

be  refilled.  Swiney  accordingly  yielded,  and 

was,  in  jeofifequence,  fo  harrajffed  in  his  cir- 
cumflzfAces,  that  he  was  driven  to  an  exile  of 

twenty  years  in  a  foreign  country;  where 

he  was  followed  by  the  affeflions  of  all  who 
knew  him.  He  furvived,  however,  to  return 

to  his  native  countiy,  where  he  died,  as  he 

bad  before  lived,  much  loved  and  reipe£ied 

Cottier,  having  thus  got  rid  of  Swiney,  was 

guilty  of  the  moft  grofs  exa£Hons  on  the  ad* 
ing  managers,  Wilkes^  Dogget,  and  Gibber ; 

and,  at  laft,  demanded  from  them,  an  annuity 

Df  no  lefs  than  feven  hundred  povmds,  which 

they  granted  him,  rightly  apprehending,  that 

if  they  refufed,  his  court  influence  would  en- 
tirely filence  them. 

On  die  death  of  the  Queen,  and  the  accef> 

fion  of  George  the  Firft,  court  favour  took  a 

jww  turn;  Callier^s  licence  was  fuperfeded^ 
«fid  his  thlsatrical  dfice  beftowed  upon  Sir 

RicnARP  Stsele,  who^  in  the  Queen's  reigti 
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had  diftinguiflied  himfelf,  by  his  zeal  for  the 

Houfe  of  Hanover,  and  had  aftually  been 

eaipelled  the  Houfe  of  Commons  for  the  fup- 

pofed  excefs  to  whicK  he  carried  it.  During 

the  tyranny  of  Collier,  the  ftage  was  under 

the  controul  of  Wilkes,  Dogget,  and  Gibber, 

who  were  the  only  a£ling  managers : — they 

were. enriched  beyond  precedent,  and  that' 
Without  having  recourfe  to  the  aid  of  thofe  ridi- 

culous, fenfelefs  entertainments,  with  which 

the  ftage  has  (ince  been  difgraced.  Upon  the 

extinction  of  Collier's  intereft,  the  managers 
turned  their  eyes  to  Sir  Richard,  as  a  perfon, 

in  all  refpefts,  worthy  their  attention.  In  the 

firft  place,  they  very  fagacioufly  thought  that 
his  intereft,  on  the  accefBon  of  the  Houfe  of 

Hanover,  muft  neceflarily  be  great ; — ^in  point 
of  prudence,  then,  he  was  ah  admirable  col» 

league  and  patron.  But  there  were  alio  motives 
of  a  kind  more  honourable  to  both.  They 

were  grateful  to  Sir  Richard  for  the  fervices 

his  writings  had  done,  to  the  ftage,  and  to  th(p 

aftors ;  for  there  was  not  a  fingle  comedian, 

of  any  merit,  whom  he  had  not  individually 

ferved,   by  recommendation  to   the  public. 
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ia  his  admirable  periodical  paper,  "  3Tkr. 

Tatler.''  Indeed,  the  houfe  was  often  fiNe<t 
by  the  influence  and  credit  of  his  pen.  Un* 
der  thefe  impreffions,  the  managers,  to  wk, 

Wilk-es,  Dogget,  and*  Cibber,  applied. to  him 
to  procure  a  renewal  of  the  licence,  with  his^ 

pwn  name  inferted  in  it.  In-  confcquence  of. 
which,  he  applied  to  the  Duketif  Marlborough/ 

who  at  once  obtained  it  of  his  Majefty,  for 

Sir  Richard  and  th^  former  managers,  wha 
were  aftors, 

.  That  year  they  had  very  good  fuccefe  J  but 

the  old  patentee,  having  finiflied  the  theatre 

at  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields,  formed  a  new  com- 
pany,  and  the  intereft  of  Sir  Richard  got  his 
licence  converted  into  a  patent :  under 

which  they  went  on  for  feveral  years  in  an 

uninterrupted  courfe  of  profperity;  during 
which  time.  Booth  was  admitted  to  a  fhare, 

and  Sir  Richard  Steele. fo  entirely  relaxed  ia 

the  a£kive  difcharge  of  his  part' of  the  bufi-^ 
nek,  that,  he  left  them,  atid  was  caft  in  a  fuit, 

brought,  againft  him  by  the  managers,  for  a 

fum  in  lieu  of  his  fervices,  and  by  way  of 
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s^^butiim  for  the  injury  his  negleCl  had  dene 

tfatm* 

What  contribQted  very  much  to  their  fuccefs^ 

vat»  Aek  having  accompli(hed  a  point,  ha* 
jardout  to  be  undertaken  indeed>  but  abfo- 

hstely  ueceflEuy  to  the  interefts  of  die  ftage, 

viz.  Clearing  the  Jlage  effpeetatcn.  S^)eak« 

mg  of  this,  Cibber  fays,  <^  Among  our  nece£- 
fiiry  reformations,  vrhat  not  a  little  preierved 

to  us  the  regard  of  our  auditors,  was,  the  de« 

cency  of  our  clear  ftage ;  from  whence  we 

had  now,  icx  many  years,  ihut  out  thofe  idle 

gentlemen^  who  feemed  more  delighted  with 

the  pretty  objeiEls  tbemfelves,  than  capable  of 

any  pleafure  from  the,  play,  who  took  their 
early  ftand,  where  they  might  bell  elbow  the 

ador,  and  come  in  for  their  fliare  of  the  au* 

(Utors*  attention* — In  many  a  laboured  fcene 
of  the  farmed  humour,  and  of  the  mofi  af» 

fe6ting  pa/fion»  have  I  &en  the  beft  a£tors  di£» 
concerted,  whik  thofe  buamg  mufquitoes 

have  been  flutterii^  round  their  eyes  and 

e^rs/* 
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The  long  interval  from  1712  to  1730,  was 

a  profperous  time  for  the  theatre  :  no  jgreat 

xevolutions  took  place  in  it,  and  the  hiftory 

of  the  ftage  for  that  time  is  little  more  than 

a  diary  of  fuccefsful  performances,  and  a  de- 
tail of  the  little  fquabbles  that  arofe  between 

Wilkes  and  Dogget,  and  the  good  temper 

and  addreis  of  their  co-manager>  Colley  Gib- 

ber, in  reconciling  and  keeping  them  toge- 

ther. Dogget,  however,  retired  from  the  ma- 
nagement, and  left  it  in  the  hands  of  Wilkes, 

Gibber,  tarii  Bootl^. 

During  this  period,  Macklin,  whofe  head 

quarters,  as* we  have  before  remarked,  were 
at  Brijloly  occafionally  came  in  the  winter 

feafons  to  London,  and  aSed  in  fuch'vcry 
inferior  parts,  that  his  name  was  for  Ibme 
time  little  knownci.  Nor  can  we  wonder^  that 

a  young  man,  labouring  under  his  dUkdvan- 
tages,  fhould  be  loft  in  the  blaze  of  talents 
that  furrounded  him.  In  the  fummer  feafbn 

he  played  confiderable  charafiters,  with  fome 

applaufe,  in  the  country ;  and  in  the  winter, 

performed  the  loweft  and  moft  trifling  parts 
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in  the  metropolis.  To  this  latter  aft  he  xta§ 

prompted  not  by  pecuniary  neceflSty,  but 

by  the  ardent  defire  he  had  for  improve* 
ment,  and  the  hopes  he  entertained  of 

profiting  by  his  obfervations  on  the  afting  of 

thofe  great  performers* 

Thus  did  our  herd  crefep  on  for  years,  with 

the  patient  perfeverance  of  a  mind  bent  upon 

elevation,  and  the  external  humility  of  one 

who  had  no  hope  of  it.     Occafions,  however, 

fometimes  occurred,  in  parts  of  fewants,  and 

other  low  charafters,  of  difclofing  fome  marks 
©f  the  humour  that  was  natural  to  him ;  and 

he  fometimes  rofe  to  the  performance  of  cha- 

'  rafters  of  fome  note,  not  by  accident^  nor  in- 
trigue,  nor    intereft,    but    by   well    earned 

marks  of  diftinftion  gradually  conferred  up- 
on him,  even  in  his  low  ftate,  by  the  public. 

He  at  firft  was  in  the  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields 
company,  and  feme  years  after  procured  an 

engagement  at  Drury  Lane.     Quin,  who  was 

the  tyrant  and  ruler  of  the  former  theatre, 
took,  at  firft,  an  unaccountable  averfion  to 

him,  which  he  difplayed  in  the  moft  unpro- 
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vfA^eA  brtttal  rudei^fs,  and  which  ̂ t  lad 

Umught  down  Macklin's  vengeance  cna  him 
in  a  way^that  fliall  be  hereafter  related. 

'  Quin,  by  fome  fplendid  afts  of  generofity, 
has  left  behind  him  the  charafter  of  a  good 

man,  and  we  are  difpofed  to  think  he  deferr- 

ed it — ^but  he  was  a  great  oddity;  extremely 

haughty,  and  over-bearing  V  blunt,  and  even 

]*ude,  in  his  manner  of  converfing  with  his 
friend,  or  doing  the  beft  aftions;  and,  of 

courfe,  oflFenfive  and  brutal  tOr  thofe  he  dif- 
liked. 

It  was  not  till  long  after  the  year  1730,  at 

which  time  he  was  upwards  of  forty  years  of 

ag^,  that  Macklin  became  at  all  an  obje£t  of 

notice  and  approbation.  About  this  period, 

the  very  great  men  of  the  day  were  either 

dead,  or  had  retired  from  the  ftage :  Quin 
and  Mills,  Millward,  The.  Gibber,  and  a  few 

of  inferior  note,  fuftained  the  charafters  of  the 

drama,  and  opportunities  began  to  offer  for 

the  efforts  of  afpiring  candidates.  At  this 
time,  too,  a  new  revolution  in  the  theatres  fa- 
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voured  our  hero.  It  happened  that  a  jmmg 

gentleman^  of  confiderable  property^  oailkcd 

Highmorey  was  induced  by  a  wager  to  attempt 

the  performance  of  the  charafter  of  Lothario^ 

without  po0effing,  as  Viftor  fays, "  any  one  re* 

quifite  for  an  a£ior-'*  He  played  it  even  worfe 
than  could  have  been  expeded;  but  the  fingu** 

larity  of  the  thing  obtained  him  applaufe-rtfaat  ̂ 
applaufe  confounded  him,  and  he  determined, 

not  only  f  o  continue  a  player,  but  even  grafped 

at  a  propofal  that  was  made  to  him,  to  pur^ 
chafe  from  Mr.  Booth  one  half  of  his  fhare  i 

that  is  to  fay,  one-fixth  of  the  whole  patent 
In  lefs  than  twelve  months  after  he  entered 

into  treaty  with  Colley  Gibber  for  his  third 

of  the  patent,  for  which  the  Laureat,  aware 

of  the  young  man's  weaknefs,  exa£ted  a  moft 
eiiormous  and  difproportionate  fum  i  and,  on 

the  death  of  Booth,  he  bought  the  remainder 

of  that  gentleman's  ihare  from  his  Tvidow* 
Scarcely  two  weeks  had  paffed  under  his  ma- 

nagement, before  a  revolt  began  to  ihew  it- 

lelf,  and  at  laft  openly  appeared  in  the  con- 
duflt  of  Theophilus  Gibber,  the  fon  of  the  . 

man  who  had  juft  received  fuch  an  enormous 
S 
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liim  for  the  theatre  and  its  company.  This 

adventurer  had  the  art  to  influence,  almoft  im- 

mediately, all  the  fenior  aftors  and  aftrefles, 

except  Mrs.  Horton,  and  Mrs.  ClitCy  to  lift 

under  his  banners,  and  with  them  he  opened 
the  Haymarket  theatre. 

The  bare-faced  violation  of  decency  and 
probity  in  this  tranfaftion  became  an  objeft 

of  deteftation,  and  the  whole  town  was  di- 

vided into  parties,  as  integrity,  intereft,  or 

partiality,  dire£ted  them.  Mr.  Viftor,  whofe 

private  reputation  ftands  as  high  as  any  aftdr 

of  that  day,  exprefles  an  honeft  difguft-and 

indignation  againft  the  family  of  Gibber,  on 
the  occafion,  and  ufes  the  following  words  : 

"  It  appeared  to  me  (hocking,  that  the  fon 
"  fhould  immediately  render  void  and  worth- 

"  lefs  what  the  father  had  juft  received 

"  tWenty-one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  for, 

"  as  a  valuable  confideration," 
> 

Thus  diftreffed,  and  deferted,  poor  High- 

more  was  reduced  to  the  neceffity,  in  the  thea- 

trical recefs  of  1733,  of  beating  up  for  to- 
Vol.  I.  K 
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lunteers,  an4  gleaning  performers  from  the 

various  drolling  companies,  to  keep  the  thea- 
tre open.  It  will  naturally  be  concluded, 

that  great  numbers  came — "  But  none  (fays 
Victor)  of  any  prcJmife,  but  Mr.  Macklin^ 

who  fpon  diftinguiflied  himfelf.'* 

Ciiap.  XIL 

.  "a  S  this  is  the  firft  notice  we  find  taken  of 
jt\^  Mr,  Macklin  in  the  hiftory  of  the  ftage,  it 

may  not  be  improper  here  to  recal  our  readers 
to  what  wc  have  before  mentioned :  viz*  that 

he  was  a  performer,  but  of  no  diftin£tionj  be- 
ioxt  that  period.  He  played  the  part  of  Sir 

John  Brvie's  fervanty  'm  the  Provoked  Wife, 
on  its  firft  repipefentation,  in  1725,  and  has 

often  related  the  uproar  that  attended  the  per^ 

formance  for  the  firft  fix  nights.  This  is  a  cir-^ 
cumftance  that  would  be  fufficjent  to  prove,  if 

it  was  not  already  a  felf-evident  propofition, 
that  the  crying  down  (damning  it  is  called)  ̂  

pj^yoo  its^  reprefentation,  without  fuffici^nt 
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examination,  is  diflioneft,  abfurcf,  cruel,  and 

isjuriolas  to  the  drama.  The  Provoked  Wife 

was  coiijeftui'ed  to  be  the  prodaftion  in  part 
ai  Coliey  Gibber,  who,  though  efteemed  as  a 

player,,  had  a  ftrong  tide  of  popular  prejudice 

and  difliike  ruilhing  againft  him  as  an  authof . 

Sir  John  Vanburgh  was  fuppofed  to  have  af- 
fitted  him  in  the  compofition  of  the  piece,  and  a 

violent  party,  who  were  determined  to  damn 

the  play,on  the  prefumptiontfeat  it  wa^Cibber^s, 
were  fo  far  carried  away  from  commoti  fenfe, 

by  their  fury,  that  they  undertook  to  diftinguifli 

the  io^DG^  written  by  the  Lauteai  Irom  thoife 

<5f  Sir  John,  and  to  notice  them  with  hiffds 

and  marks  of  difapprobation  commonly  ufed 

on  fuch  occafions.  In  fliort,  they  treated 

it  with  the  moft  unmerited  feverity.  Thife 

tumultuous  ;  oppofition  continued  for  fix 

nights  ;  through  which  the  refolution  of  Gib- 
ber carried  it,  while  his  extraordinary  good 

temper  kept  him  unmoved.  Nothing,  Mack- 
lin  was  accuitomed  to  fay,  could  exceed  the 

compofure  with  which  Golley  bore  the  fur/ 

of  the  audience-*all  of  which  was  dire^ed 

againft  him :  during  the  whole  of  the  tiitie 
K  2 
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he  preferved  the  utmoft  tranquillily  y  and,  as 
Mr.  Macklin  has  declared,  actualltf  Jlept 
between  the  afts.  At  the  end  of  the  fixth 

night,  however,  when  the  play  was  publifh- 
ed,  and  it  was  feen,  that  what  the  audience 

had  condemned,  under  the  idea  that  it  was 

Gibber's,  had  aftually  been  written  by  Sir 
John  Vanburgh,  and  that  the  fcenes  they  ap- 

plauded were  added  by  Gibber  to  Sir  John's 
unfiniftied  play  j  Gibber  c^me  forward,  and  in 

terms  of  polite,  indireft  fatire,  expreffed  his 

fatisfaSion.  at  the  final  fuccefs  of  the  piece  ; 

obferving,  that  he  was  quite  carelefs  of  the 

fate  of  his  own  addition,  but  was  indeed  con- 

cerned to  find,  that  any  fragment  of  his  de- 
parted friend  had  incurred  their  cenfure. 

Such  poignant  fatire  upon  the  depravity  of 

public  judgment,  couched  in  terms  of  fuch 

apparent  zeal  for  a  departed  friend,  and  re- 
fpeft  for  his  audience,  had  an  effefil  fcarcely 
to  be  conceived.  The  audience  teftified  their 

feelings  by  the  warmeft  applaufe,  which  they 
carried  fo  far  as  to  huzza  Gibber,  and  p\it  an 

effc6lual  flop  to  the  malice  of  the  party  againft 

him,  which  had  attempted  to  fupprefs  fo  ex- 
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celient  a  comedy.  This  accountjj,  which 
Macklin  ufed  to  relate  at  times  in  the  hear- 

ing of  the  author,  and  -  in  the  fame  way  he 

was  accuftomed  to  relate  it  before  his  niemory 

became 'decayed,  is  corroborated  by  various 
authorities,  and  was  confirmed  to  a  gentle- 

man,^ of  high  reputation  as  a  dramatic 
writer  and  fcholar,  by  old  Crofs^  the  prompter, 

who  was  at  that  time  prompter's  boy  in 
the  theatre,  and  recolle6led  the  whole  tranf- 

aftion, 

Highmore,  with  his  newly  patched  up 

company,  was  able  to  make  but  a  poor  ftand 

againft  the  fuperior  ftrength  of  the  old  com- 
pany at  the  Haymarket ;  fo  that  at  the  end  of 

the  feafon  there  was  a  large  balance  againft 
him,  which,  as  he  was  a  man  of  ftrift  honor, 

much  pride,  and  great  integrity,  he  paid  off 

with  the  moft  fcrupulous  exaftnefs,  and  ftill 

entertained  hopes  of  inducing  the  Lord  Cham- 

berlain to  fupport  his  patent  iagainft  the  en- 
croachments of  the   other  houfe. — He  was, 

*  Arthur  Murphy,  Efc[« 

K3 
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however,  ndt  only  bafHed  in  his  expeStations 

on  this  head,  but  failed  in  an  attempt  he  made 

to  put  the  Vagrant  Aft  in  force  againft  the 

Haymarket  company.  In  thefe  experiments, 

poor  Highmore^s  patrimonial  eftate  was  ex- 
"haufted— and  he  found,  when  it  was  too  late, 
what  a  misfortune  it  was  to  have  been  ap- 

plauded in  the  charaftet  of  Lothario.  His 

fate,  however,  was  much  lamented,  as  he  was 

a  man  of  probity  and  honor,  who  would  no 

more  break  his  promife  than  his  bond,  how 

injurious  foever  the  performance  of  it  might 
bie  to  his  intereft. 

At  this  juncture,  an  enterprizingtnan,  of  the 

name  of  Fleetwood^  came  forward,  and  pur- 

chafed  the  patent  from  Highmore  for  Jittk  more 

than  he  gave  for  half  of  it.  He  was  a  gentleman 
of  falhion,  fortune  and  connexions,  and  had  the 

promife  of  power  that  would  carry  all  before 
it.  The  revolters  under  The.  Cibber  having, 

by  this  time,  become  heartily  tired  of  their  en- 
terprize  ;  and  the  veterans,  finding  themfelves 

the  dupes  of  fo  young,  and  in  all  refpefts  un- 
fubftantial  a  man,  grew  afhamed,  and  were. 
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tf  ifhotit  the  Icaft  aiftculty^  brought  back  from 

the  Haymarket.  The  patties  all  met,  a  treaty 

of  peace  was  concluded,  and  mafter  The. 

Cibber  had,  in  the  firft  place,  the  artifice  and 

addrefsyby  Meeting  the  manager  alone,  to  pro- 
cure very  advantageous  tferms,  not  only  fow 

himfdf^  but  for  his  favo^urite  a£tor$. 

Accoirdiaafgly,  on  the  9th  day  of  Ma;rch  1734, 

the  old  company,  returning  from  the  Haymar- 
ket to  Drury  Lane,  began  under  Mr. 

Fleetwood,  and  performed  to  great  audiences ; 

for  the  company  was  compofed  of  the  flower 

of  the  ftage — to  wit,  AftV/^r,  John/oh,  Harpef, 

Cibber,  Griji?i,  Milward^  the  two  Mr.  Mills', 
Hallam,  Bridgezvater,  &c.  Mrs.  Clive,  Mrs. 

Heron,  M7*s.  Butler,  and  others  of  inferk)r, 

though  confiderable  note. 

Fleetwood  was  foon  confcious  of  his  want 

of  theatrical  knowledge,  and  refolved  to  look 
out  for  an  aflJftant.  In  thi^  he  (hewed  his 

good  fenfe  ;  but  in  the  choice  of  a  perfon  his 

fagacity  forfook  him,  for  he  chofe  for  \i\s  pre- 
mier, Theophilus  Cibber;  than  whom  the 

K4 
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ftage  could  not  have  produced  another  man 
more  unfit  for  an  oflSce  that  required  judgment 

or  fidelity.  Fleetwood,  however,  foon  found 

his  miftake,  and  perceived  that  Gibber  was  a 

very  improper,  and  even  dangerous  man — ^he 

was  therefore  difplaced  (fays  Viclor)  "  for 

"  Macklin  s  a  man,  at  that  time,  of  feemingly 

**' humble  pretenfions,  but  of  capabilities  fuf- 

"  figient  to  raife  him  to  the  office  of  lord  high 

^^  cardinal.  This  minifter  continued  long  in 

**  the  higheft  favor  with  the  manager,  and  the 
•'  bufinefs  of  the  theatre  was  conduced  for 

"  fome  years,  under  his  influence  and  direc- 

"  tion,  with  very  confiderable  fuccefs," 

But  though  the  aftivity,  fidelity,  and 
found  fenfe  of  Macklin,  rendered  him  an 

acquifition  to  Mr.  Fleetwood,  as  an  affiftant- 
manager,  he  was  yet  to  remain  low  in  his 

profeffion,  compared  with  the  rank  which  he 
afterwards  obtained.  The  old  comedians 

who  were  eftablifhed,  by  the  opinion  of  the 

town,  in  the  pofleffion  of  the  principal  parts, 

ftill  ftood  in  his  way ;  though,  at  times,  he 
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fell  by  accident  into  comic  parts,  which  ferved 

to  afford  an  opening  for  public  opinion,  and 

to  give  him  the  character  of  a  funny  fellow ; 

as,  in  general,  he  went  by  the  name  of  "  the 

Wild  Irijhman''  We  may  conclude,  that  he, 

at  firft,  a  little  overftept  the  *  modefty  of  nature/ 
and  was  deficient  in  that  chailenefs  in  a€ling, 

which  he  afterwards  acquired ;  for  we  find, 

from  anecdotes  of  his  own  relating,  that 

Quin,  who,  foon  after  Mr.  Fleetwood  pur- 

chafed  the  Drury-Iane  patent,  left  Mr.  Rich's 
company,  and  joined  him,  and  who  was  very 

defpotic  and  fcurrilpus  to  the  inferior  a£lors, 

was  in  the  habit  of  cenfuring  him  feverely, 

and  complaining  that  there  was  no  fuch  thing 

as  having  a  chafte  fcene  performed,  where  he 

(Macklin)  had  a  part. 

There  is  an  anecdote  which  Macklin  has 

often  related  with  that  luxuriant  force  of  de- 

fcription,  which  chara£terifed  his  ftory  telling. 

— ^As  it  happened  about  the  period  of  the  hif- 

tory  of  the  ftage  at  which  we  are  now  ar- 
rived; and  as  it  may  ferve  to  throw  fome 
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light  on  the  difpofition  of  Quih,  and  his  un- 
provoked rudenefs  to  the  aftors,  we  prefent  it 

to  our' readers,  nearly  in  the  words  of  the 
old  gentleman,  as  he  told  it,  in  the  year  1787, 

at  the  Rainbow  Coflee-honfe,  in  King-ftreet, 

Covent-garden,  to  aii  acquaintance,  who  afked 

him — if  Quin  and  Ike  had  eter  quarrelled? 

Many  perfixia,  in  the  adjoining  boxes,  attend- 
ed to  the  vetersin,  who  fpoke,  as  ufnal,  in  a 

rery  audible  voice;  ̂ but  exhibited,  in  thfe 
courfe  of  the  narration  (as  the  reader  wrH  per- 

ceive), ftrong  proofs  of  the  rapid  decay  of  his 

memory : — ^^  Yes,  Sir ;  \  was  very  low  in  the 
theatre,  as  an  after,  when  the  furly  fellow 

was  the  defpotof  the  place.  But,  Sir,  I  had 

— had  a  lift.  Sir.  Yes,  I  was  to  play — the — 

the — the  Boy  with  the  red.  Breeches; — ^you 
know  who  I  mean.  Sir— he  whofe  mother  is 

always  going  to  law; — you  know  who  I 

mean  !" — '  Jerry  Blackacrcy  I  foppofe.  Sir  ?' — 
"  Aye,  Sir — Jerry. — ^Well,  Sir,  I  began  to  be  a 
little  known  to  the  public,  and,  egad,  I  began 

to  make  them  laugh ;— I  was  called  the'  Wild 
Ir?ykman,  Sir  I  and  was  thought  to- have  fome 
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fun  in  me:  and  i  made  them  laugh  heartily 

in  the  Boy,  Sir — in  Jerry. 

"When  I  came  off  the  ftage,  the  farly  fellow, 
who  played  the  fcoMing  Captain  in  the  play } 

Captain — Captain-— you  know  who  I  mean'' 

  ^  Manljfy  1   believe.  Sir?'   "  Aye, 
jSir-~the  fame — Manly.  Well,  Sir,  the  furly 
fellow  began  to  fcold  me  ̂   told  me  I  was  at 

my  damned  tricks;  and  that  there  was  no 

having  a  chafte  fcene  for  me. — Every  body, 

nay,  egad,  the  manager  himfelf,  was  afraid  of 

him. — I  was  afraid  of  the  fellow,  too ;  but  not 

much. — Well,  Sir,  I  told  him,  that  I  did  not 

mean  to  difturb  him  by  my  afting ;  but  to 

Jliew  off  a  little  myfelf.  Well,  Sir,  in  the 
other  fcenes  I  did  the  fame,  and  made  the 

audience  laugh  incontinently — and  he  fcolded 

me  again,  Sir.~i  made  the  fame  apology; 

but  the  fiirly  fellow  would  not  be  appeafed. 

Again,  Sir,  however,  I  did  the  fame;  and 

when  I  returned  to  the  green-room,  he  abafed 

me  like  a  pickpocket,  and  faid,  i  muft  leave 

off  my  damned  tricks. — I  told  him  I  could  not 

ptey  otherwife.      He  faid,    I  couldy.  and  I 
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Jhould.  Upon  which.  Sir,  egad,  I  faid  to  him 

flatly — "  you  lie."  He  was  chewing  ̂ n  ap- 
ple at  this  moment;  and,  fpitting  the  con- 

tents into  his  hand,  he  threw  them  in'  my 
face."— ̂   Indeed  V--''  It  is  fa6t.  Sir  I^Well, 
Sir,  I  went  up  to  him  direftly  (for  I  was  a 

great  boxing  cull  in  thofe  days),  and  piilhed 

him  down  into  a  chait,  and  pummelled  his 

face  damnably.'* 

«  You  did  right,  Sir/ 

^*  He  ftrove  to  refift ;  but  he  was  no  match 
for  me ;— and  I  made  his  face  fwell  fo  with  the 

blows,  that  he  could  hardly  fpeak.  When 

he  attempted  to  go  on  with  his  part.  Sir,  he 

mumbled  fo,  that  the  audience  began  to  hifs. 

Upon  which  he  went  forward,  and  told  them. 

Sir,  that  fomething  unpleafant  had  happened, 

and  that  he  was  really  very  ill.  But,  Sir,  the 
moment  I  went  to  ftrike  him,  there  were 

many  noblemen  in  the  green-room,  full  dref- 

fed,  with  their  fwords,  and  'large  wigs :  (for 
the  green-room  was  a  fort  of  ftate-room,  then. 

Sir,)— Well,    they   were    all    alarmed,    and 
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jumped  upon  the  benches,  waiting,  in  filent 
amazement,  till  the  alFair  was  oven 

"  At  the  end  of  the  play.  Sir,  he  told  me  I 
rauft  give  him  fatisfaftion  s  and  that,  when  he 

changed  his  drefs,  he  would  wait  for  me  at 

the  Obeliflc,  in  Co  vent-garden.  I  told  him  I 
would  be  with  him : — but.  Sir,  when  he  was 

gone,  I  recollected  that  I  was  to  play  in  the 

pantomime  (for  I  was  a  great  pantomime  boy 

in  thofe  days) :  fo.  Sir,  I  faid  to  myfelf— 

"  damn  the  fellow,  let  him  wait;  I  wont  go 
to  him  till  my  bufinefs  is  all  over ;  let  him 

fume,  and  fret,  and  be  damned."  Well,  Sir, 
Mr,  Fleetwood,  the  manager,  who  was  one 

of  the  bell  men  in  the  world — all  kindnefs, 

all  mildnefs,  and  gracioufnefs,  and  affability- — 
had  heard  of  the  affair  j  and  as  Quin  was 

his  great  a£tor,  and  in  favour  with  the  town, 

he  told  me  I  had  had  revenge  enough ;  that 
I  fliould  not  meet  the  furly  fellow  that- night ; 

but  that  he 'would  make  the  matter  up  fome how  or  other. 
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**  Well,  Sir,  Mr.  tleetwood  ordered  me  a 

good  fupper,  and  fome  wine,  and  made  mc 

fleep  at  his  houfe  all  night,  to  prevent  any 

meeting.  Well,  Sir,  in  the  morning,  he  told 

me,  that  I  muft, /^r  his  fake,  make  a  little 

apology  to  Quin,  for  what  I  had  done. — ^And 
fo.  Sir,  having  given  him  a  belly  full,  I,  to 

oblige  Mr.  Fleetwood  (for  I  loved  the  man), 

did.  Sir,  make  fome  apology  tp  him,  and  the 

matter  dropped." 

It  is  impoffible  to  imagine  any  thing  more 

humiliating  aisd  mortifying  than  this  ciix:um- 
ftajice  muft  have  been  to  Quin,  whofe  pride 

was  great,  and  temper  overbearing ;  who  was 

not  only  the  tyrant  of  the  theatre,  but  a  great 

favourite  with  the  town:— more  cfpecially, 
as  his  aflailant  was  then  a  low  a£tor,  and  a 

man  charafterifed  by  a  ludicrous  name — 

«  The  Wild  IriJhmanJ'  It  is  well  known 
that  Quin,  who  was  the  firft  promoter  of  the 

quarr^,  never,  to  the  end  of  his  days,  forgave 

Macklin  j  but  ufed  to  fay,  in  his  ufual  lan^^ 

guage,  made  up  of  humour  and  profanenefs, 
4 
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"  If  God  writes  a  legible  hand,  that  fellow  is 

a'villain."  Quin  once  went  fo  far  as  to  ad- 
drefs  Macklin  in  the  following  manner,  with- 

out any  provocation  whatfoever:  *^  Mr, 
Macklin,  by  the  lines-^l  beg  your  pardon. 

Sir — the  cordage  of  your  face,  you  fliould  be 

hanged/' — How  a  man,  who  gave  fuch  un- 
reftrained  licence  to  brutal  rudenefs  of  fpeech, 

efcaped  an  untimely  death,  and  lived  to 

an  advanced  age,  is  aftonifhing-  The  pa- 

tience of  Mr.  Macklin,  in  bearing  fuch  lan- 

guage, is  perhaps  as  much  a  matter  of  fur- 

prife. 

Cftap.  XIII. 

BEFORE  we  proceed  further  in  the  hif- 
tory,  we  think  it  neceflary  to  carry  the 

reader's  attention  back  to  the  time  of  our 

hero's  birth,  in  order  to  adduce  thofe  proofs  of 
his  real  age,  to  which  we  Jiave  alluded  in  the 

beginning  of  this  work. 
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-Although  it  mufl:  be  confeffed,  that  the 

author  has  to  encouilter,  not  only  the  long  re- 
ceived opinion  of  the  public  with  regard  to 

Mr.  Madelines  age,  but  even  his  own  re- 

peated declaration,  viz.  "  That  he  was  born 

in  the  laft  year  of  the  laft  century  5" — yet, 
when  the  reader  comes  to  confider  the  nature 

of  the  proof  that  we  (hall  lay  before  him,  to- 
gether wifh  the  motives  that  induced  Mr. 

Macklia  uniformly  to  -fay,  that  he  was  not  fo 
old  as  he  really  was,  we  are  perfuaded  that  a 

fhddow  of  doubt  cannot  remain,  upon  the 

mind  even  of  the  moft  fceptical,  a's  to  the  au- 
thenticity of  the  time  of  his  birth  ;  and  that 

the  reader -will  be  only  aftoniflied  that  the 
truth  of  the  circumftance  ftiould  have  re- 

mained fo  long  concealed.  It  is  to  be  recol- 

lefted,  that,  at  the  period  of  Mr.  Macklin's  na- 
tivity, there  were  no  regifters  of  births  or  mar- 

riages,, no  records  hardly  of  any  kind  then 

kept  in  Ireland.  This  was  a  deficiency  vdiich 

Mr.  Macklin  had,  afterwards,  great  caufe  to 
lament,  as  will  be  found  in  the  courfe  of  this 
hiftory. 
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To  remedy,  this  great  iiiConvenieiice>  llie 

expedients  adopted  by  the  lri(h  were  of  Va* 

rious  kinds: — fome  engraved  the  date  of  a 

birth,  marriage,  or  death,  in  the  family,,  on  a 
piece  of  brafs^  fome  carved  it  in  wood,  or  in 
ftone  5  fome  cut  it  in  horn,  whilft  others  had 

their  names,  ages,. and  the  ages  of  thdr  rela- 
tiiKis,  blown  into  their  arms,  after  a  certain 

procefs,  by  gun-powder.  There  was  alfo 
another  method  adopted,  o^f  making  figures 

or  charafters  in  the  flefli  by  a  needle  and 
blue  thread. 

When  Mary  M*Laughlin,  tlie  fifter  of  our 
hero,  was  bom,  her  age  was  imprinted  on  her^ 

arm  by  the  procefs  of  gun*powder  already 
alluded  to.— -But,  at  the  birth  of  Charles,  ei- 

ther the  tendemefs  of  his  mother  prevented 

the  fame  operation  from  taking  place,  or  the 

diftra€ted  ftate  of  the  family,  arifing  from  the 

turbulent  fpirit  of  the  times,  caufed  its  oniif- 

fion.  However,  fo  it  happened j  that  ypung 
Charles  never  had  any  abfolute  record  of  his 
birth. 

Vol.  I.  L 



146  THE    LIFE    Oli 

But  though  no  written  docunient  can  con- 

fequently  be  adduced,  yet'  the  moft  fatisfac- 
tory  oral  teftimony  can  be  brought  forward. 

Mrs.  Eli25abeth  Macklin,  relift  of  the  late 

inimitable   Shi/lock  (under  whofe  immediate 

aufplces  this  work  is  given  to  the  public),  has 

affured  the  author,  and  is  ready  to  teftify  the 

fa£l  upon  oath  (were  it  neceffary),  that  the 

a£tual  circumftance  of  his  having  been  born 

two  months  previous  to  the  memorable  bat- 

tle of  the  Boyne,  has  been  repeatedly  com- 
municated to  her,  by  a  perfon  of  the  name  of 

Mary  Millar,  who  lived  fervant  with  the  mo- 

ther of  Charles,  during  his  minority,  and  who 

had  her  own  age   marked  in  her  arm   by 

gunpowder,  which  mark,  or  regifter,  of  birth 

Mrs.  Macklin  had  frequent  opportunities  of 

feeing,  during  the  time  Mary  Millar  lived 
fervant  with  her  in  Dublin.     And  this  cir- 

cumllance  is  the  more  accurate  and  remark- 

able, becaufe  the  difference  between  the  age 
of  Charles   Macklin  and  Mary  Millar  was 

known  to  be  exa6tly  ten  years. 
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The  author  alfo  of  this  hiftory  has  fre- 

quently heard  his  mother,  who  lived  long 

in  the  habits  of  intimacy  with  the  mother  of 

Mr*  Macklin,  recount  the  (lory  of  Charles 

having  been  conveyed  away,  as  already  dated, 

in  a  turf'kijk^  from  the  fcene  of  aftion  near 
the  Boyne,  and  of  his  living  two  days  almoft 

without  fuftenancej  owing  to  his  having  been 

rapidly  carried  away,  to  a  diftant  part  of  the 

country,  without  his  mother,  who  nurfed  him 

herfelf,  but  who  was  then  occupied  in  afford- 

ing every  confolation  in  her  power  to  the  af- 
flifted  mind  of  her  hufband,  after  his  de- 
feat. 

Here,  then,  is  teftimony  the  moft  incontro- 
vertible. The  mother,  the  nurfe,  the  wife, 

and  relations  of  Mr,  Macklin,  all  agreeing  in 
one  account.  What  intereft  could  his  mother 

have  in  giving  a  falfe  ftatement  of  his  nati- 

vity? What  motive  could  induce  Mary 
Millar,  the  nurfe,  after  the  death  of  Mrs. 

O'Meally,  (Macklin's  mother)  to  confirm  her 
ftory  ?  Or  what  poffible  view  can  Mrs^ 
Macklin,  or  the  relations  of  Mr.  Macklin,  haye 

L  2  . 
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now  in  declaring  and  corrobowiting  the  fame 

tcftimony  ?  But  it  may  be  alked^  how  it  hap- 
pened that  this  ftory  was  not  made  public 

before  ?  In  reply  to  this,  it  is  only  neceflary 

to  obferve,  that  Mrs.  Macklin  and  the  autlw^ 

have  communicated  the  fame  ftory  over  and 

over  again  to  the  circfe  of  their  acquaintances'; 
and  the  reafon  why  it  did  not  gain  more  cur- 

rency is,  that,  perhaps,  they  found  themfelyes 

rather  delicately  circumftanced  concerning 

this  matter,  during  the  fife  time  of  the  old  man, 

whofe  own  account  differed  fo  widely  from 

theirs^  and  whofe  public  declarations  ope- 
rated as  a  check,  becaufe  they  were  adhered 

to  with  no  uncommon  degree  of  pertinav 
city. 

But  the  maxim,  ̂ ^  de  mortuis  nil  niji  bo- 

num,'*  will  hold  good  upon  this  occaiSon.  For 
as  to  the  motives  that  induced  Mr.  Macklin 

to  perfevere  in  an  erroneous  account  of  his 

age,  there  maybe  xnany  opinions — But  from  the 
accufation  of  a  want  of  attention  to  truth,  in 

other  points,  we  muft,  in  tfie  firft  iniffemce,  beg 
leave  to  acquit  him.    There  was  no  man  that 
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paid  a  m6reftri£l  regard  to  truth;  ctf  thdtlield 

falfehood  itt  greater  contempt  and  aUhorrence. 

It  wds,  perhaps,  from  an  over  attention  to^ 

or  a  commendable  anxiety  concerning  his 

veracity,  that  led  him  into  a  dilemma  witfar 

refpeft  to  his  age,  out  of  tvhich  he  could  not 

extricate  himfelf,  as  he  thought,  without  do^ 

ing  a  manifeft  injury  to  his  credibility.  But 

the  clew  to  the  labyrinth  is  tlus — Owing 
to  the  misfortunes  smd  diftrefles  that  for  a 

long  period  attended  the  family  of  William 

M'Laughlin,  and  particularly  during  the  mi- 
nority of  Charles,  his  education  was,  from 

motives  of  neceffity,  obliged  to  be  neg- 
leaed. 

,  This  was  the  greateft  mortification  his 

mother  felt  during  the  feaibn  of  her  ad* 
verfity. 

She,  however,  did  every  thing  in  her  power 

tt  inftru£l  him  herfelf,  but  this  was  to  very 

little  purpofe.  For  the  mother,  however 

anxious  fhe  might  be  about  his  proficiency, 

wai  U>6  fond  and  indulgent  (a  weaknefs  very 
L  3 
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commoHf  and  very  cenfurable)  to  have  her 

injunftions  ftriflly  complied  with ;  and  Charles 

was  too  volatile,  and  fond  of  boyifh  amufeT 

ments,  to  pay  proper  attention  to  her  iii^ 
flru£lioTi8.  This  is  a  circumftance,  the  truth 

and  importance  of  which  Ihe  felt  at  that 

time,  but  ftie  could  not  infli£l  punifliment ; 

and  Charles,  although  he  then  approved  her 

maternal  indulgence  and  forbearance,  had 
caufe  to  lament  it  afterwards. 

The  difadvantages  he  laboured  under  in 

the  early  part  of  his  life,  were  therefore  very 

great ;  for  he  was  not  fent  to  any  regular 

fchool,  till  after  the  marriage  of  his  mother 

with  Mr.  Luke  O'Mealy,  and  even  then  he 
.  was^otorious  for  being  more  attentive  to  the 

fports  of  his  play-mat^s,  than  to  the  leftures 
of  his  preceptor.  From  this  period  the  reader 

is  already  in  poffeflion  of  the  fpace,  of  time 

that  elapfed,  and  with  the  nian^ier  in  which 

it  was  fpent,  previous  to  his  being  taken  the 

leaft  notice  of  as  an  aftor  in  England.  In 

faft,  it  will  be  found,  that,  during  the  early 

part  of  his  life^  he  had  no  very  great  oppprr 
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tunitjr  of  receiving  inftruftion  j  apd,  {hortly 

after  he  was  fixed  ̂ t  a  regular  feminary,  his 

adventurous  fpirit  hurried  him  almoft  inftanta- 
neoufly  upon  the  theatre  of  the  world,  which 

he  may  be  faid  hardly  ever  after  to  have  quit- 

ted, till  a  (hort  time  before  he  refigned  his 
breath. 

It  may  then  be  fairly  afferted,  that  Mr. 

Macklin,  from  indefatigable  exertion  acquired 

all  he  knew.  A  thirft  for  knowledge,  a  vi- 

gorous conftitution,  and  a  ftrong  mind,  are 

qualifications  that  will  enable  a  man  to  fur- 
mount  almoft  every  obftaele. 

Thefe  qualifications  Mr.  Macklin  pof- 
feiTed  in  an  ample  degree,  and  to  thefe  he 

owed  all  his  fame.  But  though  his  mind, 

from  his  being  an  acute  obferver  of  men  and 
manners,  had  been  in  a  more  advanced  ftate 

of  improvement  than  could  even  be  expefted 

from  other  young  men,  who  might  have  had 

greater  opportunities  of  edification,  yet  Mr. 

Macklin,  thus  tolerably*  learned,  would  not 

fufFer  it  to  be  known,  that  he  was  £b  far  ad- 

L  4  
' 
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vancetl  in-  life,  as :  to  have  attained  bis  tkir-^ 

tieiky^ar^  and  poflefied,  as  he  thought  him* 
felf^  of  fo  fSnall  a  ihare  of  erudition. 

To  this  motive  then  is  to  be  attributed  the 

eiior  into  which  he  at  firft  fell>  and  after-* 

wards  continued.  But  the  following  d»ec<- 
dote,  which  the  author  has  frequently  heard  . 

the  venerable  Jenn^relztef  will  ferre  to  iUuf- 
trate  the  circumftance  better  than  a  thouiand 

pages. 
When  Mr.  Maqklin  offered  himfelf  to 

Mr.  WatkinSy  the  manager  of  a  ftrolling 

company,  at  Briftol,  he  had  juft  completed 
his  thirtieth  year.  A  time  of  life,  that,  as 

be  often  faid  himfelf,  he.  began  ferioufly  to 
look  about  him. 

. ,  He  alfo  found  in  this  company,  in  which 

he  engaged,  that  the  major  part  of  the  per- 
formers were  younger  than  himfelf.  It  there- 

fore occurred  to  him  to  conceal  his  a^e,  or 

rather  to  give  out,  that  he  was  younger  than 

be  really  was.     This  circumftance  he  ima* 
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gined  would  afford  hkn  fome  confolation  for 
his  backward  ftate  in  the  line  of  his  profefr 

fion,  and  would  leffen  the  contraft  between 

the  other  performers  and  himfelf.  Having, 

therefore,  made  up  bis  mind  on  this  fubjeft, 

it  was  underftood,  in  the  company,  that  Mr. 

Macklin  was,  at  that  time,  only  twenty  years 

of  age.  From  this  period,  then,  may  be 

dated  the  fource  of  the  miftake.  His  having 

once  declared  his  age  to  be  twenty  years, 

and  the  circumftance  obtaining  currency,  he 
never  afterwards  cared  to  retraft  his  decla- 

ration; and  it  thenceforth  became  fo  habi- 

tual to  him,  whenever  he  was  alked  caneern- 

ing  his  age,  that  it  is  prefumed  he  believed  it 
himfelf;  or  that,  in  the  latter  part  of  his  lifc> 
he  did  not  know  how  old  he  was. 

There  was  alfo  another  motive  that  induced 

him  to  the  concealment  in  the  firft  inftance. 

The  heroine  of  the  ftrolling  company  at 

Briftol,  where  he  was  firft  regularly  en- 

gaged, was  a  Mifs  Jackforty  very  beautiful, 

and  only  in  her  nineteenth  year.    To  this 
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lady  our  hero,  upon  his  firft  joining  the  com- 

pany, paid  his  addreffes.  It  was  about  the 

precife  junSure  of  time,  that  he  was  confi- 

dering  with  himfelf  about  fettling  his  age, 
that  he  became  her  admirer. 

The  difficulties  that  prefented  themfelves 

to  his  mind  before,  were  immediately  done 

away,  when  he  came  to  refleft,  that  the 

difparity  of  years  between  the  lady  and 

himfelf  might  poffibly  throW  an  obftacle 

in  the  way  of  their  union.  He,  therefore, 

inftantly  refolved  to  make  himfelf  young  for 
her  fake  ;  and  he  had  not  been  more  than 

fix  weeks  in  the  company,  when  a  theatrical 

marriage  took  place  between  them.  This 

young  lady,  though  beautiful,  and  an  excel- 

lent a£lrefs,  had  one  great  fault — viz.  ftie  was 

immoderately  fond  of  drinking  rum.  To  re- 
claim her  from  this  Ihameful  habit,  Charles 

tried  every  poffible  means,  but  to  no  purpofe — '- 
(he  would  ftill  have  recourfe  to  the  bottle  y 

nay,  '(he  at  laft  became  fo  enamoured  of  it, 
that  (lie  conftantly  carried  one  in  her  pocket. 

As  foon  as   Macklin  was  made  acquainted 
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with  this  circumftance,  he  refolved  to  play 

her  the  following  trick,  in  the  hope,  that  by 

putting  her  feelings  to  the  teft,  in  the  moft 

public  manner,  he  might  be  enabled  to  bring 
her  back  to  her  fober  fenfes. 

On  the  night,  therefore,  of  her  benefit, 

Charles  took  occafion,  while  fpeaking  an 

Epilogue  with  her,  at  the  end  of  the  play,  to 

hit  her  (as  it  were  by  accident)  on  the  fide 
with  a  cane,  fo  as  to  break  the  bottle  in  her 

pocket,  and  let  the  rum  about  the  ftage,  to 

to  the  great  mortification  of  the  poor  lady, 
and  the  no  fm^ll  entertainment  of  the  audi* 

cnce — and  Macklin  by  his  attitudes  and 

laughter  very .  confiderably  heightened  this 

rum-fcene  ! 

This  laughable  incident  operated  very  pow- 
(jrfully  on  her  mind  for  a  few  weeks,  and  Mr. 

Macklin  was  rejoicing  within  himfelf  at  the 

reform  he  had  fo  fuddenly  brought  about.  But 

he  had  not  caufe  to  rejoice  long,  for  flie  foon 

after  returned  to  the  bottle,  with,  if  poffible 

^eu-fold  defire ;  and  fet  at  defiance  both  pri- 
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Tate  rcmonftrance  and  public .  fhaine*.  Mr; 

Macklin  now  concluded  that  it  was  impoffi- 
ble  to  work  her  reformation.  He  therefore 

refigned  her  to  her  propenfities,  and  an  6p-r 

portunlty  occurred  fooa  after  which  termi4 
nated  the  connexion. 

This  company  having  left  Briftol,  travelled 

the  country,  with  various  fucceft,  till  they  at* 
rived  at  Haverfordweft,  where  they  met  with 

a  very  good  reception.  Here  it  was  that 
Charles  formed  an  intimacy  with  a  Mr. 

Williams,  a  gentleman  of  large  fcwrtune,  who, 

as  foon  as  he  faw  our  young  heroine,  w^as 

fmitten  with  her  beauty  and  accomplifli* 
ments.  He  feized  the  earlieft  opportunity  of 

breaking  the  matter  to  Macklin,  who  very 

candidly  told  the  gentleman  he  would  relin- 
quifli  all  his  pretenfions  to  the  lady,  and  at 

the  fame  time,  advifed  him  to  have  nothing 

to  do  with  her;  obferving,  that  her  arfdiSibn 

to  liquor  was  intolerable,  and  incurable. 

Btit  Mr.  Williams  was  fo  paffionatcly  in 

love  with  the  young  lady,  that  nothing  could 
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<Jiffuadc  him  from  his  intentipn ;  and,  what  is 

ft^  a  little  remarkable,  oflfered  her  terms  of 

marriage  at  the  firft  interview  that  took 

place  between  them. 

The  lady,  with  the  confent  and  advice  of 

'Mr.  Macklik  accepted  the  propofals. 

The  nuptials  were  immediately  celebrated 

widi  great  feftivity;  and  Charles,  on  this  occa- 

fion,  afted  the  part  of  a  father,  and  actually 

g-^fw  the  younjg  lady  away  f 

Mr.  Williams,  being  thus  rendered  happy, 

oi3Pered  to  fettle  an  annuity,  by  no  means  in- 

confiderable,  on  our  hero.     But  this  was  re- 

fufed ;    however,  the   gentleman  made  Mr. 
Macklin  feveral  valuable  prefents,  and,  among 

the  reft,  gave  him  a  capital  borfe,  which,  on 
his  return  to  Briftol,  he  afterwards  fold  for  a 

great  price.     The  young  lady  ftill  continued 

the  praftice  of  drinkmg  rum,  in  large  quan- 

tities, notwithftanding  the  entreaties  and  re- 
toonftrances  of  her  fond  hufband ;  and,    in 

(hort,  killed  herfelf,  in  fix  months  after  her 

marriage,  by  an  immoderate   ufe  of  that  li- 

quor. 
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Cjiap.  XIV. 

As  the  hiftory  will  proceed  regularly,  after 
the  concluiioii  of  this  chapter^  we  fliall 

occupy  the  whole  of  it  in  recording  th^ 

principal  incidents  which  befel  our  hero> 

(and  which  have  not  been  already  recounted) 

from  the  period  of  his  quitting  the  academy 

of  Mr*  Nicholfon,  till  his  regular  engage- 
ment in  London,  in  the  year  1733. 

After  Mri  Macklin    returned  to  Briftol^ 

'  from  Haverfordweft,    he  engaged  ̂ ith  the 
manager     of    another     ftroUing     company, 
which    took   a   different  diredlion  from  the 

one  that  he  had  juft  quitted* 

They  travelled  through  the  country,  with 

various  fuccefs,  till  they  arrived  at  Stratford* 

le-Bozv,,  where  the  famous  Anthony  Boheme 
was  firft  taken  notice  of  by  Mr.  Richy  t^e 

London  manager.     This   celebrated    a^or. 
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Mr.  Macklin  fays,  was  transferred  from  a 

ftrolJing  company  to  the  theatre  in  Lincoln's 
Inn  Fields,  and  engaged  at  a  very  fmall  falary. 

He  made  his  debut  at  that  theatre  in  the 

trifling  charafter  of  Francifco.  The  right 

cxpreffion  of  a  limple  thought  is  fometimes  of 

confiderable  and  unexpefted  confequence  to 

the  fpeaker.  It  happened  fo  with  Mr.  Boheme; 

for  his  unaflFefted  and  natural  manner  of  pro- 

nouncing this  (hort  fpeech — "  Francisco — 
for  this  relief  much  thanks ;  His  bitter  cold, 

and  I  amjick  at  hearty* — fo  completely  elec- 
trified the  audience,  and  aroufed  them  to  an 

inftantaneous  obfervatidh  of  his  merit,  that  the 

manager,  in  obedience  to  the  public  voice, 

immediately  raifed  his  falary,  and  promoted 
him,  foon  after,  to  the  firft  rank  in  the  theatre. 

His  mzxintx  oi  ,2i^\Tig.  King  Lear  was  in- 
imitable: he  differed  from  Mr  Booth  and 

Mr.  Garrick.  In  his  perfon  he  was  rail,  and 

bis  features  were  exceedingly  expreffive. 

But  we  flialt  ufe  Mr.  Macklin's  own  words : 
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"  To  his  Lear  he  gave  a  trait  of  the  an* 
tique ;  by  the  venerable  caft  of  his  counte- 

nance, he  gave  force  and  authority  to  the  va- 
rious fituations  and  paffions  of  the  charafter  5 

the  tones  of  his  voice  were  equally  powerful 
and  harmonious,  and  his  whole  aftion  fuited 

to  the  age  and  feelings  of  King  LearJ* 
Mr.  Quin,  who  afterwards  performed  the 

part,  fell  infinitely  fliort  of  his  prcdeceffor* 

Of  Mr.  Garrick*s  abilities,  in  the  fame  cha- 
rafter,  we  (hall  give  our  opinion  in  another . 

part  of  this  hiftory,  and  Ihali  indulge  the 

reader  with  Mr.  Macklin's  criticifms  on 

that  gentleman's  performance  of  this  violent 
old  monarch. 

As  often  as  Mr.  Macklik  could  find  an 

opportunity  of  coming  to  London,  he  em- 
braced it.  This  he  did  with  the  view  of  at- 

tending the  theatres,  and  profiting  by  his 

obfervation  on  the  afting  of  the  eminent  per- 
formers of  that  day.  It  was  about  this  time 

that  Mr.  Macklin,  finding  his  original  name, 

*  M'Lavghliny    rather    difficult  to    be    pro- 
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nounced  by  EnglKhmen^  conceived  the  idea 

of  changing  it. 

At  this  period  Mr.  Boheme  ftood  high  in 

the  eftimatioji  of  the  town,  and,  through  his 

interceffion,  the  manager  o^  the  ftroUing  com- 

pany, at  Stratford-le-BaWy  gave  Mr.  Macklin 
leave  of  abfence  for  a  fortnight. 

Our  hero  immediately  came  to  London 
with  his  valuable  friend  Boheme^  and  took 

jodgings  at  a  glove-(hop,  fn  the  Strand,  within 

three  doors  of  Temple*bar.  He  had  not  been 
two  days  in  his  new  apartments,  before  an  Irilh 

relation,  who  happened  to  be  unacquainted 

with  the  circumftance  of  Charles'  having 
changed  his  name,  called  upon  him  at  his 

lodgings,  and  inquired  of  the  landlady-"-* 

''  Whether  young  Charley  Mac-Laughlin 

was  within  V* 

"  Young  Charley  who  ?"  replied  the  good 
woman,  with  aftonifhment ! 

Vol.  I.  M 



162  THE    LIFE    OF 

"  Why,my  relation,  Charley  Mac-Latighlijij* 
anfwered  the  Irifhman,  wuth  vehemence  and 

impatience. 

Landlady.  "  Upon  my  word^  Sir,  you 
muft  be  miftaken  j  there  is  no  perfon  of  that 

name  in  my  houfe." 

IriJIiman.  **  Arrah,  faith  and  troth,  and  I 
muft  be  right  enough ;  for  I  was  along  with 

my  friend  Charley  Mac-Laughlin  laft  night  at 
the  play,  and  he  himfelf  tould  me,  he  lived 

here,  within  three  doprs  of  the  big  gates, 

there,"  (pointing  to  Temple-bar), 

Landlady.  •*  Charley  Maclottin  !  Maclotlin  ! 
Really,  Sir,  you  muft  have  made  a  miftake ; 

no  fuch  perfon  lodges  in  my  houfe." 

IriJIiman.  "  Well,  then,  my  honey,  if 
Charley  Mac-Lavghlin  is  not  within  now,  will 
you  tell  hirt,  when  you  fee  him,  that  his  ow/rf 

friend  Phil  Flanagan  c^lkd  uppn  him." 
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Mr.  Macklih,  who  happened  to  be  at  home 

at  the  time,  overhearing  the  latter  part  of  this 

curious  dialogue,  came  down  flairs  imme- 
diatelyj  ftiook  his  old  crony,  P/«7,  by  the  hand, 

and  requefted  him  to  walk  up  to  his  apart- 
ments* 

The  landlady  was  exceedingly  furprifed  at 

this  circumftance,  and,  upon  a  little  confider- 
ation,  loifely  concluded,  that  her  lodger 
and  his  Irilh  relation  were  little  better  than 

fwindlers.  She  could  by  no  means  reconcile 

it  to  her  notions  of  honefty,  that  any  perfon 

who  went  by  two  names,  could  be  a  good 
member  of  fociety. 

Thus  ftrongly  prejudiced  againft  her  lodger, 

arid  fearing  that  her  name  Ihould  be  brought 

in  queftion,  and  her  charafter  injured  by  fome 
felonious  aft  of  the  man  whom  flie  harboured, 

(he  determined  to  give  him  immediate  notice 

to  quit  her  apartments. 

Accordingly,  the  next  morning,  ijie  entered 

Mr.  Macklin's  room,  with  very  little  cere- 

M2 
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mony,  and  addrcffed  him  in  the  following 
manner : 

Landlady.  **  Sir,  Td  have  you  to  know, 

that  I  have. kept  this  houfe  thefe  five-and- 
thirty  years,  and  have  always  maintained  an 

honeft  charafiter.  I  alfo  have  had  very  re- 
fpefitable  lodgers  in  my  houfe ;  but  I  never 

had  any  perfon  that  affumed  two  names  be- 

fore V' 

Mr.  Macklin,  as  the  reader  may  eafily  ima- 
gine, was  not  a  little  furprifed  at  this  abrupt 

addrefs  of  his  landlady,  and  interrupted  her, 

by  alking  her^  laughingly,  what  fhe  meant  ? 

Landlady.  "  Sir,  I  mean  to  tell  you,  that 
I  am  too  experienced  to  be  impofed  upon,, 

and  I  muft  requeft,  that  you  will  quit  my 

houfe  direftly ;  for  I  cannot  foiSer  any  one  to 

remain  in  it  who  has  two  different  names  /" 

Macklin.  "  Upon  my  word,  madam,  you 

aftonifli  me  very  much  ]r-l  do  not  underftand 

your 
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Landlady.  Sir,  you  toolf  the  iodfiogs-ih 

the  name  of  "Mac  KLIN,"  and  here,  yefter- 
day,  a  person  came,  and  caUed  you  by  tbme 

ftriange  name — "  MacloUin  /"  or  "  Maclottin  V^ 
Indeed,  it  is  impoffible  to  pronounce  it.  I, 

therefore,  infift  that  you  will  leave  my  houfe/* 

Macklin^  (burfting  into  a  fit  of  laughter). 

**  Madam,  I  beg  your  pardon ;  this  miAinder- 
fianding  oiSginates  with  me.  I  can  afiure 

you,  that  I  have  but  one  namty  which  is 

^  Macklin^  and  it  is  derived  from  that  old 

Irifh  word,  *  Maclaughliriy  as  my .  friends  in 

this  town  can  teftify/' 

The  words,  ̂ ^ friends  in  this  towuy^  had  aa 
immediate  efFeft  upon  this  fcrupulous    old 

dame,  who  replied   ^^  Oh,  Sir,  if  that  is 

really  the  fa£l  J  have  to  beg  your  pardon," 

Macklin.  "  Madam,  you  have  no  occafion 
to  make  an  apology  ̂   it  was  my  fault ;  I  ihoulA 

have  apprized  you  before,  that  if  any  of  my 

Countrymen  called  here,  they  would  inquire 

ftfter  me  by  the  nam€  of  McLaughlin.  In- 
M  3 
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deed,  madam,  that  fine  mouthful  of  a  word, 

IS  the  true  Irijh  for  Macklin.  But,  in  order  to 

fatisfy  you  fully  of  the  truth  of  this  matter,  and 

to  convince  you  of  the  wrong  bpinion  that  you 

entertained  of  me,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you,  for 

my  charafter,  to  Mr.  Rich,  and  Mr.  Boheme.^ 

The  landlady  now  became  as  civil  as  (he 

was  rude  before,  and  Mr.  Macklin  con- 

tinued in  her  lodgings,  as  long  as  he  remained 

in  town,  very  well  fatisfied  with  the  accoramo^ 

dation  he  met  with ;  and  related  the  circum-^ 
fiance  afterwards  to  all  his  friends,  who  were 

highly  entertained  with  his  humorous  narra- 

tion of  this  laughable  occurrence, 

On  the  termination  of  his  leave  of  abfence, 

Mr.  Macklin  returned,  and  joined  his  com- 

pany at  Stratford-le-Bow ;  from  whence  they 

•  proceeded  to  Southwark  fair^  where  they 
reaped  a  rich  harveft.     Our  hero  was  dreffed, 

-on  this  occafion,  in  a  fine  laced  toat,  and  bag 

wig,  and  cleared  half  a  guinea  a  day.  Here 

it  was  that  the  manager  of  Sadler's  Wells 
had  an  opportunity  of. feeing  Charks   pet^ 
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form-  He  was  ftruck  with  his  hum0ur.an4 

agility,  and  offered  him  very  advantageous 

terms,  which  were  immediately  accepted. 

Mr.  Macklin  was  now  caft  into  quite  a 

new  branch  of  his  profeflion.  Having  played 

various  charafters  ̂ t  Sadler's  Wells,  with 
great  applaufe  to  himfelf,  and  emolument  to 

his  employer,,  he  was  induced,  by  tjie  mana- 

ger, to  perform  in  a  party-coloured  drefs. 

He  accordingly  became  the  much-followed 
Harlequin^  for  a  feiafon.  In  this  character  he 

difplayed  great  feats  of  agility :  for  he  was, 

at  that  time,  very  thin  in  perfon,  and  very 
aftive,  with  a  complexion  very  dark ;  fo  that> 

off  the  ft^ge,  he  appeared  exaftly  a  Filch  ! 

He  has  often,  in  a  filk  veil,  trimmed  with 

filver  fringe,  and  in  white  filk  ftockings, 
bowed  and  fcraped,  and  |)icked  up  halfpence, 

that  were  thrown  upon  the  flage  by  coblers, 

link-boys,  and  chimney-fweepers. 

From  Sadler's   Wells  he  proceeded,  once 
more,  to  his  former  head-quarters,  at  Briftol^ 

M4 
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Wherft  h€  wa$  kindly  received^  and  played 
with  hi6  ufaal  fuceefs. 

After  remaining  at  Brijlol  for  three  months, 

he  took  &n  excutfion  int6  Wales,  with  a  re- 

i|>e£iable  company  of  ftrojlers,  that  were  ma* 

uaged  by  a  perfon  whom  they  ftyled  "  Lad^ 

Haudey'^  This,  like  all  other  Comp&nies 
of  the  fam^  defcription,  was  fometimes  for- 

tunate, and  fometimes  unfuccefsful.  How^- 

ever,  Mr.  Mucklin  had  no  great  reafon  to 

complain  j  for,  during  the  five  months  that  he 
continued  in  this  company,  he  contrived  to 

lay  up  the  fum  of  twenty  pounds :  no  fmall 

acquiiition  in  thofe  days, 

it  happened,  during  the  time  that  he  ftrol- 

led  with  this  company,  that  they  had  the  mif- 

fortune  to  arrive,  at  a  late  hour,  at  Llangadoc, 

in  the  county  of  Carmarthen,  where  only  a 

|)art  of  the  company  could  be  accommodated 

with  beds.  Although  Mr.  Macklin,  from 

the  high  rank  which  he  held  in  the  company, 

was  entitled  to  the  firft  choice,  he  gave  up, 

notwithftapding,  his  pretenfions,  and  willingly 
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refigned  his  claim  in  favor  of  St  brother  a£lor» 
who  was  then  in  an  ill  (late  of  health. 

9 

After  fupping  with  Lady  Hawley^  Macklin 
made  his  bow,  and  retired  to  the  room  where 

the  luggage  was  ftowed*  Here  he  undrelTed 
himfelf^  and  adopted  the  following  humorous 

expedient:  He  inltantly arrayed  himfelf  in  the 
drefs  of  JEmilia,  in  the  M)or  of  Venice^  a 

part  he  occafionally  filled,  tied  up  a  fmall 

bundle  in  an  handkerchief,  and  flipped  out  of 

the  houfe  unperceived. 

In  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  he  returned, 

apparently  much  fatigued,  and  addreflfed  the 
landlady  in  the  moft  piteous  terms ;  recounted 

a  variety  of  misfortunes  that  had  befallen  him ; 

and  concluded  his  fpeech  with  an  heart-mov- 

ing requeft,  that  he  might  have  ihelter  for  th^ 

night,  as  he  was  a  total  ftranger  in  that  part 
of  the  country. 

The  fuppofed  young  woman  was  informed 

by  the  unfufpefting  landlady,  that  the  beds 

were  all  engaged  s  but  that,  in  pity  pf  her 
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diftreffed  condition,  fome  contrivance  would 

be  made  to  let  her  have  part  of  a  bed.  Charles 

now  hugged.himfelf  at  the  fuccefs  of  his  fcheme ; 
and,  after  he  had  taken  fome  refrefliment, 

was,  to  his  great  aitonifliment,  condufted  by 

the  fervant  to  the  bed-room  of  the  landlady 
herfelf,  where  he  was  left  alone  to  undrefs. 

In  this  dilemma,. he  fcarcely  knew  how  to 

hGt :  to  retreat  he  could  not,  without  running 

tlie  rifle  of  a  difcovery-  However,  into  bed 

he- went,  convulfed  with  laughter.  He  had 
not  lain  many  minutes  before  Mrs.  BonifacCy 

who  was  upwards  of  60  years  of  age,  but 

completely  the  charafter  in  point  of  fize  and 

fhape,  made  her  appearance.  Charles  ftrug- 

gled  hard  with  himfelf  for  fome  mo- 
ments; but  the  comic  fcene  had  fuch  an 

effe£t.  upon  him,  at  laft,  that  he  could  no 

longer  contain  himfelf;  and,  at  the  inftant  the 

old  lady  had  got  into  bed,  burft  out  into  a 
violent  fit  of  laughter. 

Mrs.  Boniface  was  not  a  little  alarmed  at 

this  oddity  of  her  bed-fellow ;  and  the  laughter 

continuing,  if  poffible,  to  increafe,  the  old 



CHARLES   MACKLIN.  171 

lady  was  perfuaded  that  the  poor  yottng  girl 

was  in  a  fit.  She  got  out  of  bed  as  faft  ds  (he 

conld>  and  roared  out  fo  loudly  and  effectually 

for  help,  that  every  body  in  the  houfe  was 

aroufed,  and  afTembled  in  the  landlady's 
chamber  in  an  inftant. 

Mrs.  Boniface  requefled  that  affiftancc 

might  be  afforded  to  the  afHifted  female; 

but  how  great  was  her  aflonifhment,  when, 

on  the  entrance  of  Lady  Hawlej/,  and 

fome  of  her  itinerant  herointSy  the  laughter 

began  to  fpread,  and  endreafe  louder  and 
louder;  and  it  was  not  till  fome  minutes 

after  Charles  was  recognized  by  his  com- 
panions,, that  the  diftreflfed  and  affrighted 

landlady  recovered  ; .  for  fhe  began  to  enter- 
tain ferious  apprehenfions  that  the  whole 

company  were  fuddenly,affe6led  by  fome  un- 
accountable malady.  However,  aftei  the 

eccldircifiementy  fhe  joined  heartily  in  the  laugh 

herfelf;  but  did  not  forget  to  throw  out  fome 

fharp  reproaches  againft  Charles,  who  had 

made  fo  ferious  an  attack  upon  her  virtue,  as 

(^le  conceived. 
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At  the  end  of  his  engagement  with  Lad^ 

ffawley^  Charles  took  it  into,  his  head  to  pay 
a  vifit  to  his  mother  in  Ireland.  This  was  in 

the  year  1731.  A  circtimfiance  occurred  at 

that  period,  which,  provided  it  had  terminated 

fuccefsfully,  might  have  b«ett  the  means  of 

turning  Mr.  Macklin's  attention  for  ever  from 
theftage. 

The  reprefentatlves  of  thofe,  who*  from 

their  attachment  to  the  perfidious  James^  and 

the  fide  they  took  during  the  rebellion  in 

Ireland,  made  every  effort,  in  the  year  1731^ 

to  recover  the  eftates  of  their  progenitors. 

Some  fucceeded,  and  fome  failed :  among  the 
latter  was  Charles. 

From  the  deficiency  of  public  records,  and 

the  want  of  fubftantial  evidence,  arifing  from 
the  death  of  material  witneffes^  Mr.  Macklin 

could  not  prove  his .  title,  and  his  application 

confequently  fell  to  the  ground.  This  failure  of 

his  caufe  did  not  aire6t  him  fo  much  as  n^ght 

have  been  expe£ied.  His  mind  was  never 

addifted   to  defpondency-^Befides,  he  had. 
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by  that  time^  made  fome  proficiency  in  the 

line  of  his  profefiion,  and  he  began  to  perceive 
that  he  fhould  never  want.  His  mother,  too, 

was  then  in  very  good  circumftances,  at 

Cloncurryy  and  his  unfuccefsfulnefs  was  but 

flightly  felt  in  the  family. 

Having  paid  all  his  promifed  vifits  to  his 

friends  in  Dublin,  Charles ^  fet  out  immediately 

for  his  mother's  refidence  in  the  country.  To 
his  mother  he  was  ever  dutiful  and  attentive ; 

and,  before  his  departure  from  the  capital, 

took  care  to  provide  himfelf  with  fome  valu* 

able  prefents  for  her  acceptance.  He  remain- 
ed at  Cloncurry  for  fome  time,  entertaining 

and  gratifying  his  parents  and  friends  with 
humorous  dcfcriptions  of  the  various  incidents 
that  befel  him  and  his  fellow-ftrollers  in 

England,  and  partaking  of  their  advice  and 

affeftion.  After  taking  leave  of  his  parents, 

Charles  returned  again  to  Dublt7i,  where,  in 

the  courfe*of  his  vifits,  he  frequently  met  a 
young  widow,  that  attracted  his  attention. 

This  lady,  though  not  affluent,  was  highly 
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accompliflicd.  To  her  Mr.  Macklin  imttie-'' 
diately  paid,  his  addreffes,  which  were  not 

unkindly  received.  In  this  lady  he  thought 
he  difcovered  theatrical  talents  of  an  uncom- 

mon kind,  and  he  was  not  deceived,  for  (lie 

afterwards  became  an  excellent  aftrefs.  Af- 

ter having  confulted  with  his  friends,  and  ob- 

tained his  father  and  mother's  confent,  the 
marriage  ceremony  was  performed.  This 

lady  was  a  Mrs.  Ann  Grace^  the  widow  of  a 

very  refpe£table  hofier  in  Dublin. 

Mr.  Macklin  now  loft  no  time  in  the  in- 

ftrufition  and  improvement  of  his  wife  and 

pupiL.  The  fcholar  was  as  anxious  to  learn, 

as  the  mafter  was  to  teach  :  with  aptitude 

and  capacity  on  one  fide,  and  promptitude 

and  capability  on  the  other,  the  deiired  profi- 
ciency was  foon  accomplilhed,  and  Mrs. 

Macklin  became  at  once  an  admirable  aftrefs; 

for  Ihe  was  a  true  child  of  nature.  Being 

thus  enriched,  Charles  fet  out' again  for 
England,  and,  upon  his  arrival  at  Chefl:er, 
opened  a  fmall,  but  commodious  theatre, 
where  Mrs.  Macklin  made  her  debut  in  the  part 
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of  Nurfsy  in  the  play  of  Romeo  and  Juliet. 

Mrs.  Nurfe,  to  whom  an  objection  may  be 

made,  as  a  charafiter  inconfiftent  with  tra- 

gedy, though  highly  finifhed  from  nature, 
was  moft  admirably  fupported  by  Mrs. 

Macklin.  The  petulant  impertinence  of  the 

charafter  was  nicely  hit  off;  and  ,Mrs. 

Macklin  continued  to  play  the  partj  many 

years  after,  on  the  London  ftage,  with 

unbounded  applaufe. 

Upon  her  appearance  in  every  new  clia- 

rafter,  (he  delighted  her  audience  more  and 

more  J  enriched  her  hufband's  treafury,  and 
added  to  her  own  fame.  Her  fuccefs  at 

Chefter  produced  the  following  lines : 

"  While  Macklin  charms  the  lift'ning  throng, 
"  A  nobler  fubjeft  warms  my  fong  ; 

«*  Of  Natute's  lacrcd  narhe  Vd  fing, 

^*  From  whom  her  various  beauties  fpring; 

*<  The  fwelling  lenTe  !-*the  genial  fire ! 

**  The  nameiefs  graces  we  admire ! 

*•  To  her — (he  frankly  did  impart 

**  A  clue— to  trace  the  mazy  heart : 
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*«  She  gvr^  her  wit — with  graceful  eafe, 

**  And  ev'ry  attribate  to  pleats ; 

*^  But  know-— thov  finifli'd  nymph-^to  you 

'^  Nor  wonder^  nor  applaufe  is  due 

•*  For  charms — ^which  Nature  only  drew.*' 

Mr.  Macklin  having  clofed  a  very  profita- 
ble feafon  at  Ckejer,  proceeded  to  Brifiol^ 

where  he  introduced  Mrs.  Macklin  to  all  his 

old  friends  and  acquaintances. 

Here,  as  at  Chefier^  our  hero  conti- 

nued to  enrich  himfelf,  and  to  difplay  his 

wife's  talents  to  the  beft  advantage.  Mrs. 

Macklin's  performance  of  the  Ilojlefsy  in 
Henry  the  Fifths  was  highly  applauded  at 

Briftol,  and  the  author  has  frequently  heard 

Shylock  himfelf  declare,  that  the  Hoftefs's 
defcription  of  FalJiaJTs  final  exit  was  maf- 
terly ;  and,  we  doubt  not,  that  all  lovers  of 

the /a/  Knight j^  fee],  at  this  paflage, .  fome  re- 
gret for  the  lofs  of  him.  We  fhall  take  leave 

to.infert  it  here. 

2uickly — "Nay,  fure,  he's  not  in  hell, 
"  he's  in  Arthur's  bofom,  if  ever  man  went 

4 
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**  to  Arthur's  bofom.  'A  made  a  finei'  end, 

"  and  went  away,  an  it  had  been  any  chrif- 

"  torn  child;  'a  parted  evenjuft  between 

"  twelve  and  one,  e*en  at  turning  o'  the 
"  tide:  for  after  I  faw  him  fumble. with  the 

"  flieets,  and  play  with  .flowers,  ; and  finile: 

**  upon  his  fingers'  ends,  I  knew  there  was 
"  but  one  way ;  for  his  nofe  was  as  (harp  as 

*^  a  pen,  and  'a  babbled  of  green  fields. 
**  How  now,  Sir  John  ?  quoth  I :  what,  man ! 

**  be  of  good  cheer.  So  'a  cried  out — God, 
"  God,  God !  three  or  four  times.  Now,  I, 

"  to  comfort,  him,  bid  him  'a  fhould  not  thifak 

**  of  God>  I  hop'dy  there  was  no  n*ed  to 
*'  trouble  himfelf  with  any  fuch  thoughts  yet : 

**  fo  'a  bade  me  lay  more  clothes  on  his  feet : 

"  I  put  my  hand  into  the  bed,  and  felt  them, 

**  and  they  were  as  cold  as  any  ftone  ;  then 

**  I  felt  to  his  knees,  and  fo  upward,  and 

^'  upward,  and  all  was  as  cold  as  any 

«  ftone.'' 

From  Briftol  Mr\  Macklin  took  a  ramble 

into  Wales,  to  vifit  his  old  friends,  who  re- 

ceived him  in  the  moft  hofpitable  manner* 
Vol.  I.  N 
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Ficxm  dieUce  he  proceeded  with  a  ftfolHng 
company  to  Portfmouth,  where  Mrsv 

Mxckfixi  Was  brought  to  bed  of  a  daughter, 
of  whofe  uncontmion  abiHtks  and  accom^ 

plifhments  we  fhall  have  occafion  to 

fpea^k  ui  the  progrefs  of  this  hiftory. 

Cftai^.  xV. 

IN  the  year  it  35,  the  revolt  of  tfie  playem 

^t  Drury-bne,  (whd  {^t  up  fdr  tbemfelve* 
at  the  Haymarket,  imd^t  The.  Cibber)  and 

the  Goftfequeiit  diftrefe  of  Higkmare,  the  ma- 

nager, bfcDught  about  a  very  fuddett  and  un« 
6^pe6kd  chinge  in  the   fkoation  c^    Mr. 

A  propofition  of  an  advantageous .  nature 

was  fent  to  him  at  Portfmouth,  by  the  Drury- 
lane  manager^  whieh  was  afc<%pted,  apd 

yriiich  completely,  eftabliftifid  him  on  the 

LcHidon  ftage^    Havmg  taken  leave  of  hi» 
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fiieficti^  at  Portfmouth,  he  haftened  up  to 

London,  with  his  wife  and  infant  daughter. 

In  this  change  of  fituation  Mr.  Macklin 

thought  he  perceived  the  opportunity  that 

he  long  wilhed  to  obtain.  He  thought,  that 
the  time  was  now  arrived  when  he  oouM 

difplay  his  abilities,  and  better  hh  condition 
in  life.  He  was  not  miftaken,  for  he  had  not 

appeared  the  third  time,  before  he  was 

particularly  diftinguiflied.  Mr.  Macklin  madcf 

his  firft  appearance  on  the  Sift  of  06lober, 

in  the  charafter  of  Captain  Brazen,  in  the 

Secruitmg  Officer  ;  and  afterwards  performed 

Teaguc^  in  the  Committee ,  aind  the  Drunken 

Colonel^  in  the  Intriguing  Chambermaid, 

with  increafing  fuccefs. 

But,  notwithftanding  the  efforts  of  the 

manager,  and  the  exertions  of  his  new  raifed 

corps,  the  balance  every  week  was  very  much 

Againft  him.  In  this  dilemma,  he  was  advifed 

by  his  friends  to  put  the  Vagrant  Aft  in  force 

againft  the  revoltefs ;  and  accordingly  Mr. 

Harper  was  taken  up,  by  a  warrant  from  a 

N  2 
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Juftice  of  Peace  for  the  county  of  Middlefex, 
and  committed  to  Bridewell. 

Mr.  Macklin  has  often  declared^  that  the 

whole  town  was  in  a  ferment  on  the  occa- 

fion^  and  that  this  was  confidered  an  out- 

rageous profecution  againft  Harper^  the  co- 

median^ who  happened  to  be  a  houfe-keeper 

in  Middlefex,  and  a  free-holder  in  the  countjr 
of  Surry  j  and  cpnfequently  could  not  come 

within  the  defcription  of  the  Vagrant  Aft. 

The  conduft  qf  the  Middlefex  Magiftrate, 

on  this  occafion,  was  very  feverely  cenfured 

by  the  then  Lord  Chief  Juftice  of  the  King's 
Bench^  who  releafed  Mr.  Harper ̂   on  his  own 

recognizance  to  appear^  if  his  profecutors 

thought  it  prudent  .to  proceed  further.  This 

was  after  many  eminent  counfel  were  heard 

on  both  fides;  and  Mr.  Harper  left 

Weftminfter-Hall,  amidft  the  acclamations  of 

feveral  hundred  perfons,  who  crowded  it  on 
that  memorable  occcafion. 
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It  would  be  doing  a  great  piece  of  injiiC- 
tice  to  the  memory  of  the  great  man  who 

then  fat  on  the  Bench,  not  to'  record  an 
highly  honourable  obfervation  that  fell  from 

hrai  on  that  day.  The  caufe  was  appointed 

to  be  heard  early  in  the  morning,  when  fome 

of  the  oppofite  counfel  were  for  deferring  the 

pleadings,  and  treated  it  as  a  matter  of  little 

confequence.  That  great  man  declared,  that 

he  thought  it  a  matter  of  very  great  confe- 

quence, as  the  liberty  of  a  fubjeft  was  con- 
cerned i  that  he  could  not  enter  upon  it  too 

foon;  and  that  he  (hould  not  grudge  any 

time  beffowed  upon  the  inveftigation  of  the 
caufe* ,. 

The  law  put  a  flop  to  the  performance  in 

the  Haymarket  5  thejperformers  returned,  but 

the  manager  was  ruined.  Indeed,  poor 

Highmore  fulfilled  all  his  engagements,  for 

he  was  a  man  of  ftri£l  honor  and  punfituality. 

The  whole  <?f  the  Drury-Ianc  patent  be- 

ing, as  we  have  already  mentic^edj  purchafed 
N3 
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by  Mt.  FJertwood,  in  the  year  1734,  and 

every  point  hemg  amicably  adjnfted  between 

faim  and  the  old  company,  the  houfe  opened 

on  the  liih  of  March,  with  «  Thf 

Confederacy^^  in  which  Mrs.  Clivc  performed. 
This  ajdrefs  was  pectdiarly  happy  in  low 

humoDf,  although  flie  had  a  very  difagneeo- 

ble  face  and  perfon— yetflie  always  delighted 

*die  audience  when  (he  kept  clear  of  any 
thing  ieriousor  genteel. 

> 

The  new  manager  bherited  an  eftate  of 

6,000^.  per  annum,  but  was  fo  incurably  ad- 
di£bed  to  gambling,  that  he  at  lafi  fell  a 

viftim  to  that  fatal  vice,  -  Mr.  Mackliriy  who 

at  firft  played  under  the  direftion  of  Cibber^ 
but  fucceeded  foon  after  to  the  office  of  De- 

puty*manager,  was  highly  drilinguiflied  by 

this  unfortunate  man.  As  long  as  the  ma- 

nager hearkened  to  the  prudent  advice  of 

Mr.  Macklin  the  drama  flouriflied,  and  t»be 

internal  oeconomy  of  the  theatre  was  con- 
du£J«d  in  the  moft  fuccefsful  manner.  But 

no  fooner  did  he  rejeft  the  admonitiens  of 

this  valuable  counfellor,  and  the  repeated  en«» 
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inevitable  ruin,  began  to  ftare  him  m  the 

fi^ce ;  and  the  Qonfcioufnefs  of  his  depravi^ 

and  diffipation  hurried  him  Ijeadlon^  iutp 
the  very  gulph  of  defpair. 

In  the  early  part  of  his  intimacy  with  this 

unhappy  man,  Mr.  Macklin,  though  he  ac-^ 

quired  folid  reputation  as  a  Deputy-managei;' 
imd  fubftantial  fame  as  an  aftor,  fuffered  very 

materially  in  his  property.  The  attachment 
that  fubfifted  between  them^  led  them  both 

to  freqiAent  the  Came  place.  In  fhprt,  Mr^ 
Fleetwood  and  Mr.  Macklin  conftantly 

went  to  White's  gambling-houfe,  where 
they  entered  deeply  into  play,  and  won 

and  loft  large  fums  of  money. 

This  pra£):ice  was  continued  for  a  oonfider- 

able  time,  till  the  manager  was  almoft  ruined, 
ajid  Mr.  Macklin  retired  ̂   very  great  lofen 

Such  was  the  fate  of  this  otice  wealthy  man ; 
and  fuch  muft  ever  be  the  fate  of  thofe,  who 

frequent  fuch  ruinous  places.  Top  much 

cannojt  be  faid  in  praife  of  the  perfon  who 

N4 
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has  ftepped  forward  to  arreft  the  progrefs 
of  this  abominable  vice.  To  the  noble  efFbrts 

of  that  illuftrious  chara£ler.  Lord  Ken  yon, 

the  country  Hands'  highly  indebted.  This 
noble  lord,  to  his  immortal  honor  be  it 

fpoken,  has  often  declared,  and  the  commu- 
nity have  already  materially  felt,  and  muft 

continue  to  feel,  the  falutary  effeft  of  thit 

fieclaration, — that  he  will  punilh,  in  the  moft 

exemplary  way,  and  with  the  ignominy  of 

the  pillory,  without  refpeft  to  age,  fex,  or 

condition,  every  perfon  that  (hall  be  brought 

before  him,  and  that  (hall  be  found  at  play 

in  any  of  thefe  warehoufes  of  plunder,  de- 

bauchery, and  diffipation. 

.  On  the  25th  of  November,  1734,  Mr. 

Duncomb  produced  his  tragedy  of  BnituSy 

which,  Mr.  Macklin  fays,  ran  only  five  nights. 

This  was  the  firft  new  piece  this  feafon :  it 

received  what  it  juftly  merited  from  the  pub- 

lic— very  indifferent  approbation  ;  for  it  is  a 
mere  tranllation  from  M  de  Voltaire,  who 

not  only  borrowed  the  fable  from  the  Brutus 
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of  Lee,  but  coldly  imitated  fome  of  tltie-beft 
fcenes  cf  that  author. 

The  next  new  piece  that  was  brought  out 

this  feafon,  was  written  by  Mr.  Lilloy  and 

entitled  **  The  Chrijtian  Hetor 

It  was  firft  performed  at  Drury-lane,  on 
the  13th  January,  1735,  and  ran  but  four 

nights.  Though  fuch  fubjefts  were  counte- 
nanced and  applauded  on  the  French  and 

Spanifli  theatres,  yet  they  do  not  fuit  (and 

we  think  very  juftly)  the  general  tafte  of  an 

Englifli  audience. 

The  church  is,  unqueftionably,  the  moft 

proper  theatre  for  fuch  ufeful  and  folemn  re- 
prefentatioiis ;  and  the  clergy  are,  as  they 
Ihoiild  be,  and  we  truft  ever  will  be,  the 

fitteft  a6):ors  in  the  religious  drama  of  Provi- 
dence. 

On  the  10th  February,  the  fame  year,  Mr. 

Fielding's  Univerfal  Gallant  was  performed 
to  a  very  crowded  houfe,  and  but  indiflfer- 
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cntly  received — it  tan  but  three  nights.  We 
have  often  heard  Mr.  Maddin  fay  of  this  gen- 

tleman^ that,  although  he  was  a  man  of 
humour,  aind  a  fcholar,  he  could  mot  write  a 

good  play. 

Mrs.  Macklin  was  engaged  this  feafon  at 

Drury-lane,  and  made  her  iiebut  in  tiie  cha- 

ra£kr  of  the  Hojtefs^  in  the  hiftorical  play  of 

Henry  the  Fourth. — ^The  HoAefs  is  wcH 

delineated  by  the  poet :  Mrs.  Mackim  «Cf 

hib^ed  her  to  great  advantage,  and  was  liighly 

applauded. 

In  the  beginning  of  May,  this  feafon,  Colley 

Cipher* s  Comedy  of  **  Love  makes  •a  Mem^  or 

the  Fop's  Fortun^y*  was  alfo  performed  at 
DruryJane.  This  piece  took  its  origin  firom 

4wo  pJays  of  Beanmont  and  Fletcber^  whicb 

we  think  the  hauredt  flbould  have  acknow- 

ledged ;  but  this  circumftance  he  carefully 

concealed.  The  plot  of  this  piece  is  highly 

improbable,  and  grofsly  irregular.  The  fen- 
timents  in  many  parts  of  the  comedy  convey 

grofs  id^s  5  many  of  the  fcenes  are  too  long. 
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and  txtfaer B  Xot^^ly  infigmficant  The  (dialogue 

ts  natural  tod  fprigfatly,  tbough  void  of  wk 

and  elegancy ;  and  the  moral  is  very  vague, 

and  \$  comprized  wholly  in  this,— that  the  pat 
fion  of  love  will  inijptre  a  man  to  roufe  up 

pnnciples  of  reafon  and  adion^  which,  tiU' 
he  feels  that  paffion^  lie  dormant  in  bis  br^afi^ 

What  utility  is  inculcated  hereby,  we  know 

not;  but  this  we  know,  that  young  minds 

may  be  prejudiced  by  the  capital  figure  in  this 

pi^ce  of  theatrical  painting. 

However,  if  an  audience  wifh  merely  to 

laugh.  The  Fop's  Fortune,  when  well  per- 
ftntned,  will  undoubtedly  gratify  that  wiih ; 

but  we  can  by  no  means  recomcnend  it  im 

ihs  dofet,  as  it  may  taint  the  mind,  and  can* 

Ckot  convey  Snflarufition.  We  come  now  to  the 

particular  mention  of  a  farce,  written  by  Ma. 

Fabiain,  pitied  «  Trick  for  Trick;'  be^caufe 
the  performance  of  it,  this  feafon,  brought 
about  an  unfortunate  incident  in  the  life  of 

Mr.  Macklin. 
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We  allude  to  the  melancholy  fate  of  Mr. 
Thomas  Hallam,  the  comedian,  whofe  death 
was  occafioned  by  a  blow  that  he  received  in 
a  fcuffle  with  Mr.  Macklin.  The  quarrel 
originated  at  the  theatre,  on  the  evening  of 
the  lOthof  May,  1735,  about  a  comedy  wig, 
in  which  Mr.  Macklin  performed  the  part 
of  Sancho  the  night  before. 

The  circumftances  attending  this  unfortu* 
nate  affray  we  (hall  itate  at  large,  as  they  af- 

terwards came  out  in  evidence  upon  the  trial, 
for  two  reafons: 

In  the  firft  place,  the  veracity  of  a. biogra- 
pher impofes  upon  us  the  neceffity  of  impar- 

tial narration  ;  and  in  the  next  place,  the  re- 

gard we  owe  to  the  memory  of  Mr.  Macklin 
demtods  a  circumftantial  account  of  the 

tranfaftion.  Were  we  to  pafs  over  this  oc- 

currence in  a  flight  way,  the  public  might 

accufe  us  of  an  attempt  to  conceal  what  we 

know ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  the  charac- 

ter of  Mr.  Macklin  might,  in  a  very  impor- 

tant point  of  view,    be  cenfured  and  con- 
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demned  to  an  extent  beyond  what  the  whole 

circuniftances  of  the  cafe,  taken  tdgether, 
will  warrant  or  allow. 

;  That  Mr.  Macklin  was  hurried  on  by  a 

piomentary,  and  inftantanepus  guft  of  paffion, 
to  lift  his  hand  againft  his  opponeiit,^  and  to 

do  thJ^t,  which  we  muft  cenfure  ̂   and^which, 

in  his  cooler  moments,  he  lamented,  .a^d  was 

heartily  forry  for,  cannot  be  denied.  No 

doubt,  fuch  impetuofity  of  temper  is  to  be 

condemned  in  the  ftrongeft  poffible  terms^ 

but  the  candid  reader  will  perceive,  in  the 

perufal  of  the  following  pages,  that  a  great 

deal  might  be  faid  in  extenuation  of  Mr. 

Macklin's  conduct.  He  will  perceive  that 
the  behaviour  of  Mr.  Macklin,  on  that  fatal 

occafion,  was  not  that  of  a  man  bent  upon 

mifchief,  and  afting  with  deliberate  ma- 
lice. There  was  no  malice  prepenfe ;  there 

is  nothing  proved  that  is  indicative  of  a 

mind  thirfting  for  blood  ;  or  of  a  heart  hun- 

gering for  revenge.  There  was  no  prepara- 

tion of  the  weapon  of  death — quite  thd^ 
reverfe.    No  animofity  fubfifted  between  the 
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l^rties  before  the  moment  of  the  feuflle— -' 
M  was  m*m€nta?y— what  was  done,  wa& 
done  in  the  inftant  of  paffion,  and  arofe  from 
the  heat  of  violent  altercation.  There  were 

feults  on  one  fide^  as  well  as  on  the  other  > 

what  happened,  was  merely  accidental,  but 

We  (hall  leave  the  reader  to  pafe  his  owft 

comments  upon  the  following  impartial  par- 
ficiklars  of  the  cafe. 

"  Charles  Macktin  was^  indifted  for  the  wil- 

ful murder  of  Thomas  Hallam^  by  thrafting 

a  ftick  into  his  left  eye,  and  thereby  givkg' 
him  a  mortal  wound>  of  the  breadth  of  a 

quarter  of  an  inch,  and  depth  oi  one  inch  and 

an  half.  May  the  lOth,  1735,  of  which  mor- 
tal wound  he  languiflied  till  the  next  day,  anrf 

then  died.  The  witneffes  on  the  part  of  the 

profecution  depofed  to  the  following  eiFe6l; 

"  Thomas  Arne.  I  have  the  honour  to  be 

the  numberer  of  the  boxes,  of  Drury-lane 

play-houfe,  under  Mr.  Fleetwood.  On  Saturday 

night  i  delivered  my  accounts  in  at  the  pro- 

-perty-office  i.  and,  then>^,at  eight  at  nrght,  I 
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came  into  the  fcene^room,  where  the  players 
Wariti  themfelv^,  and  (at  in  a  chair  at  th^ 

fide  of  the  fire.  Fronting  the  fire  there  is  a 

long  feat,  where  five  or  fix  may  fit.  The 

ifiay  was  aimoft  done,  and  they  wef e  making 

preparations  for  the  en4;ertainment,  when  the 

prifoncf  came  mto  the  fcene^room,  and  fat 
down  next  me,  and  high  words  arofe  between 

bim  and  the  deecafed  about  a  Jiock  xvig^  iot 

a  difgttife  in  the  entertainment-  The  pri-» 
(oner  had  played  in  the  tmg  the  night  before : 

and  now  the  deceafed  had  got  it.-**-**  D   n 

y0u  for  a  roguCr^  fays  the  prifoner,  **  vohat 

hufinefs  hm^e  you  with  mif  a;^/'— •**  /  am  m 

more  a  rogue  than  jfourfelf'*  fays  the  de* 

ceafed ;  **  it's  ajiock  wigy  and  I  have  as  much 

right  to  it  as  you  have."  Some  of  the  players 
coming  in— they  defired  the  deceafed  to  fetch 

the  wig,  apd  give  it  to  the  prifoner,  which  he 

did,  and  then faid t<^  him,  "  Here  is  your  wig-, 

I  have  got  one  that  I  Kke  better''  The  pri- 
foner, fitting  by  me,  took  the  wig,  and  began 

to  comb  it  out,  and  all  feemed  to  be  quiet  for 

about  half  a  quarter  of  an  hour :  but  the  pri- 
foner began  to  grumble  againrtind  faid  to  th^ 

4 
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deceafed  "  G — — d  d   n  you  for  a  black-^ 
guard,  fcrub,  rafcal,  how  durft  you  have  the 

impudence  tP  take  this  wig  ?'*  The  deceafed 
anfwered,  "  I  am  no  more  a  rafcal  than  your* 

felf/*  Upon  ̂ vhich  the  prifoner  ftarted  up  out 
of  his  chair,  and,  with  a  ftick  in  his  hand, 

made  a  longe  at  the  deceafed,  and  thruft 

the  ftick  into  his  left  eye  ;  and,  pulling  it  back 

again,  looked  pale,  turned  on  his  heel,  and, 

in  a  paflion,  threw  the  ftick  into  the  fire— 

"  G — d  d   n  it,'*   fays  he  j   and,  turning 
about  again  on  his  heel,  he  fat  down.  The 

deceafed  clapped  his  hand  to  his  eye,  and  faid 

it  was  gone  through  his  head.  He  was  going 

to  fink ;  but  they  fet  him  in  a  chain  The 

prifoner  came  to  him,  and,  leaning  upon  his 

left  arm,  put  his  hand  to  his  eye-  "  Lord,'* 

cried  the  deceafed,  "  it  is  out/' — "  No,"  fays 
the  prifoner,  "I  feel  the  ball  roll  under  my 

hand."  Young  Afr.  Cibber  came  in,  and  im- 
mediately fent  for  Mr.  Coldkam,  the  furgeon. 

The  Prifon€7\  "  Did  I  fhew  any  concern 

afterwards  ?" 
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Arne.  "  I  believe  he  was  under  the  utmoft 

furpriie,  by  his  turning  about,  and  throwing 
the  ftick  into  the  fire  :  and  he  fliewed  a  far- 

ther concern  when  he  felt  the  eye-ball.** 

Thomas  Whitaker.  "  I  am  a  drefler  in  the 

houfe,  under  the  comedy  players.  On  Friday 

night  the  prifoner  aiked  me  to  lend  him  a 

comedy  wig,  to  play  "  Sanchoy^  in  "  the  Fop's 

Fortune  I  ̂  and  the  next  night  the  deceafed 
came  and  aiked  me  for  the  fame  wig :  I  told 

him  that  I  had  it  not,  and  bid  him  go  to  the 

other  drefler.  As  I  was  afterwards  waiting 

in  the  hall  for  my  money,  the  prifoner  came 

in,  and  a&ed  the  deceafed  for  the  wig:  the  de- 

ceafed anfwered, "  that  hejhould  not  have  it :" 

and  the  prifoner  replied,  **  You're  an  impu- 
dent rafcal,  and  ought  to  be  caned  for  your 

impudence.  Mr.  Mills,  who  was  a£ting 

Jubay  came  in,  and  faid,  "  What's  the  mat- 

ter with  you  ?  We  can't  play  for  the  noife  you 
make."  The  prifoner  anfwered^  "  The  rafcal 

has  got  a  wig  that  belongs  to  me."  Mr. 
Mills  feid  to  the  deceafed,  f^  Hal  lam,  don't 

be  impudent  -,  but  give  him  the  wig;^"   Hallanj 
Vol.  I.  O 
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ftill  refufed  5  upon  which  the  priibner  faid^ 

«<  G — d  d   -n  you,  fuch  a  little  rkfcai  ought 

,to  be  made  an  example  of  j"  and  fo  turned 
out  of  the  room.  1,  being  dreiTed  ija  cha^ 
rafter^  went  up  and  undreffed.  Mr.  Woodford 

bid  me  bffdg  down  a  fimilar  wig^  which  I 
did;  but  when  I  came  down  I  could  not  fintf 

the  prifoner  >  and  fo  I  went  into  the  fcene- 
K)om.  The  d^ceafed  was  then  ftanding  between 

the  dopr  and  the  fettle  >  the  priiGDner  ifvas  about 

Ihree  yards  from  him,  and,.  Parting  upj. 

ia;mde  a  fuddien  longe  (whether  ftepping  co: 

rum^ing,  i  can^t  fay)^Thedeceafed  clapped  his 

hanfd'  to  his  eye,  and  made  a  wheel,  as  if  he 
.was  tbrowiag  himfelf  into  the  feat.  The 

prifoiJer  feemed  to  be  veiy  much  agitated^ 

and  afterwards  (hewed  ̂ every  mark  of  (brrow 

and  contrition.-'' 

Mr.  Cole.  «  The  deeeafed  came  firft  into  the 

fcene-room,  and  complained  that  the  prifoner 

had  ufed  him  ill  about  a  comedy  mg.  The  pri'- 

foner  foon  followed,  and  faid,  **  the  deeeafed 
had  ufed  him  ill,  and  impertinently,  and  he 

Jmfifted  upon  having  the  wig.".  They  we^t 
4 
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out  fepSrMdly.    THfe  €fec(^afed  cinift  }«  a^^. 

Upoh  mieh,  Mr\  PmdH,  thg  fiiitfiijf  &  Si 
farce  to  be  afted  that  night,  Mr.  Mills,  .and 
feveral  othersi  ad^lfed  M  dfeceafed  b  let  (he 

prifoner  have  the  wig :  and  Mr.  Kitchen,  the 

pfroptrty-'man,    pfbihffed  to  h6fp-  Win"  t&  a 
better.    The  deceafed  fetched  the  wigf;  iiii((3^ 

gave  it  to  the  prifoner,  and  then  Mr.  Kitchen 

^V6  amcrt^gf  v^rg^tbthe  dec^ifed'.    IVetf^he 

decAaftd  UU  dui-th^  wr^,  to  ffitW  it^'  afii' 
faifl,  **iife'  liked ii  bett^i-fcantfr^  oifck*'— ' 

•*  yefu  faiicy,  impertiheht  t^fcd,"  feyS  thfe'iit-?- 
foner,  "  I  wonder  how  fuch  a  littld  ftbUttdi:^! 

dared  to  take  a  loig  out  of  iny  drejing-room." 

Thi  ̂ ^eafed  toM  h!tfi,  tttat'  hg  had  U  frdtti 

the  dreffefr/  '  Df-^^^-^h  yotf,  yoa  ddg,"'  (i^f  ffif 
pr'if(Jner,  **aa¥e  y6a  jft'ite?"— ahd,  fifing  iip 

fuddetily  fr6ift  fhe  fettle*,  h€  puflied  af  fhfe'  de- 
ceafed; Wtto  theft  ff©6d  ftock-ftill  bee^Vegii  trie 

and  the  fettld:  I  ̂as  fo  near  hid,  that  I  was" 

afraid  rtrjr  (fwU  tjt  WoUld' haCNTe  beetf  hUlrt. 

'hit  deceafed  reeled,  and  I  caught  hirfi  ita  lily 

arms;" 

02 
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A  Counfellor.  *^  Who  does  the  dreffing*^ 

room>  where  the  wig  was  kept,  belong  to  ?" 

Mr.  Cole.  "Not  to  the  deceafed." 

2.  "  Has  every  one  a  particular  room  to 

drefeinr"  ' 

,  Mr.  Cole.  *f  There  were  three  or  four  who 
dreflfed  in  that  room ;  but  the  deceafed  did 

not  belong  to  it.  But  he  faid,  the  dreffer  gave 

him  the  wig.  I  believe  the  dreffer's  name  is 

Greenwood.^* 

Francis  Lee.  "  The  deceafed  came  into  the 

(cene-room,  and  faid,  *^  the  prifoner  had  ufed 

him  like  a  pick-pocket,  about  a  wig."  Mr. 
Miltsy  and  the  author  of  the  farce,  and  others, 

advifed  Hallam  to  go  up,  and  fetch  Mr. 

Macklin  the  wig.  Mr.  Kitchen  called  the 
deceafed  to  the  end  of  the  room,  and  lent 

him  another  wig ;  he  fliewed  this  wig,  and 

faid  he  would  •  not  change  with  the  prifoner  ; 

•for  he  had  got  a  better.  The  prifoner  replied, 

*'  You  are  a  fcoundrel  for  taking  it  at  all." 
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The  deceafed  anfWered,  "  No  more  a  fcoun- 

drel  than  you  are."  Some  other  words  hav? 
ing  paffed,  the  prifoner  rofe  up,  and,  I  think, 

faid, ''  D   ^n  you,  you  dog,  do  you  prate !" — 
and  then  gave  him  the  blow.  The  deceafed 

clapped  both  his  hands  to  his  eye,  and  cried, 

"  Lord,  I  believe  my  eye  is  put  out !"  and 
would  have  fallen  into  the  fire,  if  Afr.  Cole  had 

hot  caught  him.  When  he  was  fet  down,  I 

aiked  him  how  he  did  ?  He  faid,  "  Lord,  I 

believe  my  eye-ball  is  flibved  to  the  other  fide 

of  my  head."  I  believe  the  prifoner  had  him 
by  the  hand  all  the  while  the  furgeon  was 

dreffing  him.  He  lived  till  fix '  o'clock  the 

next  night." 

Ellis  Roberts.  *'  I  came  in  when  the  deceafed 

had  received  the  other  wig ;  he  faid,  he  liked 

it  as  well  as  the  one  the  prifoner  had.  '*  You 

are  an  impudent  fcoundrel,"  fays  the  prifoner^ 

"  for  taking  it  out  of  my  Jhifty'  (that  is  his 

dreffing  place).  '^  No  more  a  fcoundrel  than 

yourfelf,"  fays  the  deceafed;  and  added, 
"  You  are  one  for  calling  me  fo^ — "  You 

impudent  rafcal,  do  you  prate?"  replied  the 
O  3 



ftfi^Qp^h  «w^i  fifing  *Pj  ottftdp  9^  teng^>  and 

7Aoi»^  SaJ^^om/.  ̂ ^  I  if^9$  fitting  at  the  61)4  of 
fli?  fe^tk,  vhich  wUl  hoifl  fix  or  (eve^  people. 

TTl^p  (Jq$:f»f(^  ftopi  \>iY  na^e,  ai^cj  feid.,  *<  If  h^ 

(tfaf  prifonei;)  h%(i  a  mmd  for  thfe  '^ig,  he 
iujgl\1;  hsav?^  i4e4  fpr  it  ia  a,  pi^U  maiw^et,  and 

tiot  attacked  m^  like  a  pick-.pocket."    Thfl 

p^ifoaar  feijd*  ̂ *  You  lie-'*    The  deceafed  re- 

pUed,  *'I  don't  lie.*'    Upon  which  thepri* 
foner  got  up^  a&d,  I  think,  took  oae  ftep,  and 

Jfeid, "  Ypu  little  rafcal,do  you  prate?'*  or  fome 
iu^h  word;  and  thea  made  a  pufh  at  him 

with  a  ftick,  which  accidentally  entered  his 

eye,  and  made  a  noife  like  a  fquaftiing.     The 

deceafed  ̂ J^ppgd  his  fcaftds  to  bi$  eye,  and  the 

blood  wn  dpwn  his  fi^^e.     He  tottered  :-r-:buf 

)  v^as  fo.  ihocked  and  frightened,  that  I  had 

Wt.  power  to  catch,  him ;.  fo.  I  went  out  of  the 

jroonsu    Whei^  the  pufh  was  ma^de,  the  de- 

ceafed was  flanding  (till,  about  three  yards 

ftom  the  prifoi^er."  \ 
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GcunftUor.  "  Did  the  fn'ifoner  wai  at  any 

particular  place  ?" 

Thomas  Saizvay.  <'  He  feemed  to  be  in  too 

great  a  pajjion  for  that." 

Prifoner.  "  Was  iiot  a  ftick  neceffary  for 

my  part  as  a  Spanifh  fervant  ?" 

Thomm  Zalway^.  "  Yes^ certainly-" 

Prifoner.  "  Which  fide  of  him  was  towardii 

me  when  I  puflied  ?" 

Thomas  SaUmy.  «  His  full  face." 

Frifoner.  «  Did  you  not  (ky,  «  What  a  paft 

fiona^  man  you  are,  to  do  this,  mifchief  ?" 
and  did  not  I  anfwer,  ̂ *  Good  God  !  whjsit  will 
not  a  man  do  in  his  paJSion,  when.he  knows 

pot  whathe  does  ?" 

Thomtts  Salway.  "  Yes^you  faiidfo,  and  ap- 

peared very  much  conceriii|dJ' 
.  i.       .  ̂     ̂       ; 

04 
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Mr.  Coldham^  furgeon.  "  On  the  10th  of 
May,  in  the  evening,  I  was  fent  for,  and  drcf-  . 
fed  the  deceafed.  He  died  next  dayj  and 

I  opened  the  fcull,  and  found  that  the  flick 

had  pafTed  through  the  thin  bone,  that  con^ 
tains  the  eye,  into  the  brain.  That  bone  is 

extremely  thin,  and  can  make  but  little  re- 
fiftance.  Had  the  blow  been  elfe  where,  it 

might  have  had  a  lefs  fatal  efie£t.  I  was  afto* 

nifhed  that  a  man  fhould  die  by  fuch  an  in- 
ftrument.  When  I  firft  attended  him,  the 

prifoner  fliewed  much  concern,  and  defir^d 

me  to  take  all  poffible  care  of  hiiq." 

Here  the  evidence  on  the  part  of  the  pro- 
fecution  clofed,  and  th6  Judge  alked  Mr. 

Macklin  if  he  had  a  wifh  to  urge  any  thing  in 

his  defence.  Mr.  Macklin  replied  in  the  a^ 
firmative. 

THE    PRISONER^   DEFENCE. 

Mr.  Macklin.  **  yiy  lord,  and  gentlemen  of 

the  jury, — I  played  Sancho  the  night  before^ 
and  the  wig  1  then  ufed  was  proper  ior  ̂  
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newfkrce,  and  abfobitely  necejfdry  for  iriy  part, 

as  the«>Aofe  force  of  the  poets  wit  depends 

on  the  lean,  meagre  looks  of  one  that  is  in 

want  of  food.  This  wig  being,  therefore,  fo 

fit  for  my  purpofe,  and  hearing  that  the  de* 

ceafed  had  got  it,  I  faid  to  him,  "  You  have 
got  the  wig  that  I  played  in  lajl  nigfit,  and  it 

Jits  my  part  this  night. ̂' — *^  /  have  as  muck 

right  to  it  as  you,"  fays  he.  I  told  him  that 
I  defired  it  as  a  favour.  He  faid  I  fliould  not 

have  it.  "  You  are  a  fcoundrel,"  fays  I,  "  to 
deny  me,  when  I  only  aflc  you  that  as  afavoury 

which  ismy  right.'* — "  I  am  no  more  afcoundrel 

than  yourfelf,"  fays  he ;  and  fo  he  went  out  of 

the  room,  and  I  went  to  the  prompter's  door, 
to  look  for  Mr.  Gibber ;  meanwhile,  the  de- 

ceafed  went  into  the  fcene-room,  and  faid  I  had 

ufed  him  like  a  pick-pocket.  The  author  per- 
fuaded  him  to  let  me  have  the  wig,  and  the 

property-man  brought  him  another  wig. 
Upon  this  he  threw  the  firft  wig  at  me.  I 

alked  "  Why  he  could  not  have,  done  that  be* 

fore  ?"  He  anfwered,  *^  Becaufe  you  ufed 

me  like  a  pick-pocket/*  This  provoked  me ; 
and,  rifing .  up,  I  faid,  "  D   n  you,  for  a 
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P^PPX»  S^^  <^-''  ̂ ^^  ̂ ^^^  fide  was  then  (o» 
wards  me;  but  he  turned  about  imiuckilf^ 

tod  Toy  flick  went  into  his  eye.  <^  GoaA 

God  I"  (aid  I,  "  what  have  I  doneP'  and 
I  threw  the  ftick  into«  the  chisnney.  He  fal 

down^  and  faid  to  Air.  Jrne^s  fon,  (who  was 

drefied  in  womaci's  cloatha)  ̂ '  Whip  upi  yoav 
clothe?*  you  little  b   ^h,  aad*  urine  in  mjr 

eye*"  But  he  could  not ;  fo  I  did.  I  begged 
of  the  perfons  who  were  prefent,  to^  take  the 
deceafed  to  the  bagnio ;  but  Mrs.  Moat  faid 
that  flie  had  .a  room,  where  he  ihould  be;  taken 

care  of.  I  bad  then  no  idfea  that  it  would 

prove  his  end ;  but  feared  that  his  eye  waij  in 

danger.  But  the  next  morning  I  faw  Mr. 

Turbutti  who  advifed  me  to  keep  out  of  the 

way,  or  I  ihould  be  fent  to  goal.  L  begged 

of  him  to  get  the  advice  of  a  Phyfician^  and 

gave  him.  a  guinea,  which  was  all  die  money 

I  had  about  me.  From  the  beginning  of  the 

quairel  to  the  end,  it  was  but  ten.  minute^ 

and  there  was  no  intermiffion." 

The  prifoner  then  called  Robert  Turbutton 
his  behalf. 
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JRof^i'Turkitt.  <^  I  played  tba.t  night,  and 
jvas  Hi  the  fceaq-room  when  the  deceafed 
came  in,  and,  feemed  flufhed,  and  faid 

^  Meicklin  has  ufed  me  like  a  pick^pockei-^% 

had  the  wig  from  Mr.  Greenwood,  the  drefer; 
and  now  Macklin  wants  it,  and,  I  think,  it  is 

as  proper  fer  my  chara3er  as  for  his/'  The 
prifoner  came  in,  and  then  demanded  th^ 

wig  J  upon  which,  in  a  merry  w^y,  it  was 

put  tt)  the  queftion  which  of  them  (hould  have 

it,  and  ii  was  agreed  that  the  prifoner  fbouldl 

JMr.  Kitchen  came  in,  and  faid,  ̂ *  heve  is  ano* 

ther  w\g."  The  deceafed  then  toiled  the  for- 
mer wig  to  the  priibn^r,  who  faid  to  him, 

"  Why  could  you  not  have  done  this  before*?** 
He  anfwered,  "  Becaufe  you  ufed  me  like  a 

pick-pocket." — "  You  He,'*  fays  the  prifoner. 

"  You  lie,"  fays  the  deceafed.  "  You  are  a 

fcouiidrel,"  fays.  one.  "■  YouVe  a  fcoundrel," 
fays  the  other.  At  laft,  the  prifoner,  rifmg  up, 

faid',,  *^  You  puppy,  get  out,"  and  pufl^  at 
him,  I  am  certain,  not  with  any  particular 

aim." 
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t04  THE  tipfi  or 

Mr.lRiehy  Mr.  Fleetwood^  Mr.  Quin,  Mr. 

By  an,  Mr,  Thompforij  Mr.  Mills,  Mr.  Lefsly^ 

Mr.  Black,  and  Mr.  Tom,  appeared  to  th« 

prifoner's  charaSer,  and  dcpofed,  that  he  was 
a  man  of  a  quiet  and  peaceable  difpofitioo. 

The  Judge  having  fummed  up  the  evi- 
dence^  with  great  ability,  the  Jury  found  the 

prifoner  guilty  of  manflaughter. 

Mr.  Macklin's  long  and  honourable  life 
juftified  this  verdift  of  the  Jury ;  and  his  conr 
dui^  as  a  father,  an  hufband,  a  friend,  and  a 

member  of  fociety,  ranks  among  the  firft,  for 

tendernefs,  afFeftion,  friendlhip,  and  honefty. 

I  . 

Cliap.  XVI. 

MR.  MACKLIN  made  his  firft  appear- 
ance, after  his  trial,  in  the  charafter 

of  Bamillie,  in  Fieldijj^g's  Mifer,  and  re* 
ceived  very  great  applaufe. 
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The  leading  a£tor,  at  Drury-lane,  before 
this  period,  was  the  elder  Mills y  who,  Mr, 

Macklin  fays,  poflefled  great  natural  parts,  and 

was  excellent  in  tragedy.  This  capital  a£lor 

was  Aicceeded  by  Mr.  Quin,  and  Mr.  Milward, 

a  young  man,  who  had  fome  theatrical  requi- 
iStes  to  make  a  good  a£):or.  The  women  of 

great  note  were,  Mrs.  Clive  and  Mrs.  Heron. 

In  the  year  >736,  Mrs,  Cibber  made  her  firft 

appearance  at  Drury*)ane,  in  Zara^  a/ tragedy 
by  Aaron  Hill.  This  is  a  tranflation  from 

M.  de  Voltaire.  The  author  having  a  nephew 

who  had  a  violent  inclination  for  the  flage, 

and  a  miftaken  notion  of  his  abilities,  prevail- 

ed upon  Mr.  Fleetwood  to  let  him  appear  ia 

the  character  of  Ofmyn.  The  public  were, 

on  this  occaiion,  treated  with  a  new  play,  and 

two  new  performers.  The  young  man,  af- 

piring  at  that  for  which  he  had  not  the  fm'alleft 
qualificfation,  injured  himfelf  and  the  play, 

and  was  confequently  treated  by  the  audience 

with  indifference.  The  play,  however,  ran 

14  nights; — and  Mrs.  Cibber  received  the  ap- 

probation (he  deferved,  and  gave  full  promife 

of  being,  what  flie  afterwards  proved,  a  cele-. 
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hated  aSrefs.  In  htt  pcrfon  fhe  w&s  dgree- 

^  able,  with  a  fet  of  features  uncommonly  ex- 

prcffive ;  (he  poffefled  a  very  plamtive,  bel- 

low, powerful  voice  :  in  grief  and  difti-a^ion, 
no  idea  could  go  beyond  her  execution  j  but 

file  had  no  turn  at  all  for  comedy*  On  the 

20th  of  February,  Mr.  Conneli  produced  hi*' 
Connoifeury  vsrhich  was  daMned ;  ftnd  on  the 

5th  of  Ma;rch  the  ftage  fuftained  ̂   great  lof^r 
in  the  death  of  Mrs.  Heron. 

At  this  period  a  new  regulation  took  place 

at  the  theatre^  with  tefpefil  to  the  prices  of 

admillion.  The  regulated  prices  beingy  boxe^ 

4s.  pit  28.  6d.  firft  gallery  Is.  6d.  and  fecond' 
gallery  Is.  except  upOii  the  firft  run  of  a  new 

play  or  pantomime^  when  the  boxes  were  5s. 

the  pit  3s.  the  firft  gallery  2s.  and  the  fec6nd 

gallery  Is.  but  Mr.  Fleetwood  thought  fit  to 

raifethe  prices  few  an  old  pantoriaim^^  whi*h  was^ 
revived  without  expence.  This  circumftarice 

pjioduced  a  violent  oppofition  for  (evefal 

-  nights,  and,  at  Jaft,  a  deputation  from  the  pit 
had  an  interview  with  the  managet,  in  the? 

green-room,   where  it  was  agreed,  that  the 
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adyaiDced  prices  fiiould  be  conftantly  paid  afr 
the  doors»  and  that  fuch  perfons  as  .did  not  ̂  

chufe  to  ftay  the  entertainiQent,  fliould  have 

the  advanced  part  of  their  money  returned. 

This  was  an  advantageous  agreement  t(x  the 

manager;  becaufe^  when  the  audience  had 

octce  paid  their  money,  and  were  fcated,Tery 

few  went  out  at  die  end  of  the  play^  and  de- 
manded their  advanced  money :  the  few  that 

did  it  at  (irft^  foon  grew  tired,  and. at  iaft  it 

fettled  in  the  quiet  payment  of  the  advanced 

prices. 

This  was  a  veiry  fiourifhmg  feafon,  Mr. 

Macklin  fays,  for  the  manager,  who  faw  his 

houfe  full  of  the  firft  fafluon  and  con&quence, 

every  night.  About  this  titty^  jMr^  Rich,  the 

manager  of  Covent-garden  theatre^  propofed 
an  agreement  to  Mr.  Fleetwood,  refpefiing 

the  managemenl;  of  the  theatres;  by  which 

^veement  the  adors  conceived  themfelves  in- 

jured and  Opprefled,  This  circumftarice  pro- 
duced another  commotion,,  which,  at  length, 

ended  in  Mr.  Fleetwood's  iigning  the  cartel, 
a»  it  was  called ;  the  particulars,  of  which. 
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we  ihall  not  detail  here^  as  the  relation  of  fuch 

fquabbles  and  difputes  then^  would  not  com« 

penfate  the  reader  for  his  trouble  in  perufing 

them  now.  This  was  an  eventful  period  in  the 

hiftory  of  the  ftage  ;  for,  in  the  courfe  of  the 

year  n&6,  the  late  ingenious  Mr»  Henry 

Fielding  exhibited  ibme  very  bold  and  ie- 

vere  fatires  againil  the  adminiftration  of  the 
late  Lord  Orford,  in  the  Little  Theatre  in  the 

Haymarket. — Religion,  Laws,  Government, 
Priefts,  judges,  and  Minifters  (fays  Gibber) 
were  all  laid  down  by  this  Herculean  fatirift. 

Thefe  were  the  proceedings  that  brought 

about  a  reftraint  upon  the  ftage^  and  induced 

Parliament,  iii  the  year  17S7,  to  pafs  an  a£l, 

by  a  large  majority,  to  limit  the  number  of 
.Theatres  in  London,  and  to  enaft,  that  no 

play,  nor  even  prologue,  epilogue,  or  fong^ 
fliould  be  exhibited  at  either  of  the  Theatres, 

without  being  firft  infpe£ted,  and  having  the 

approbation  of  the  Licenfer. 

The  celebrated  Earl  of  Chatham  oppofed 

the  bill  with  all  his  eloquence.     The  excei- 
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k&ce  of  ;that  great  man's  fpeecb^  vtpQji  this 
o<:caA9fi3  needs  pp  topdment  ̂   Its  delivery  cjmr 

not  be  defcribed*  ^e  cannot  avoid  iofertin^ 

Tome  of  the  principal  p^ffages  in  thefollowij^ 

p^ges ; — never  did  an  Orator  cotno^and  i9ore 

deep.|kttention-~the  Houfe  of  Peers  was  £lei^ 
^S  calm  night :  r- 

Their  Lordlhipi  were  all  car.— 

,    ,  The  raptur'd  fouli  abforb'd  in  deep  attention, 
C&us*d  every  other  fenfe  to  drop  its  funftion^      ̂  

V' AisJiearingwete  its  only  ibciltjr*  '        y.  ; 

'      ..  "  /    •  ■         if'/.;'' 
ITie  billwa$entitIed»;An  A£t  made  to  ex* 

,  plain:and  amend  fomuqh  of  an  iV^t  made  m 

theitw^lfth  year  of  the  reign  of,  Qu/^ewAnne, 

entitled^  An  A8t  for  reducing  the  la^ws  relatii^ 

torogues,  vagabonds^  &c.  a^rdbtcs  tocommfun 

plqyers  qfJnterludesy  :  .        ) 

Tlie  Earl  (^  Chatham.    My^Lords,— The 

\  Bill»  now  before-  you,  I  appreheqd  to.  be  of  a 
very  exStraordinary^  a  very  dangerous  nature. 

.  It.  feems  defigned  not  only  as  a  reft^aint  to 

the  Ucentioufnefs  of  the  Stage,  but  it  will 

piove  a  mod  arbitrary  reftraint  <hi  the  liberty 
Vol.  I.  P  V 



^f  ihfe  Ibge;  ahfl,  I  ̂fear,  it  looks  *yet  fetP- 
Utet;  lifeaf  it  tends  fow^tras  ̂   ̂ tftmlttt  4«i 

aWafe^^to^mdir^herjdeftmigHbn^^  iffelT. 

^t  fe  ridt*t[J%aBffl,iii7?Jora9,  df-a-veffy<*x- 

ttatJtcJMrjr^  natute/biit  ̂ ^as^brofe^brou^t  in  at 
a  very  extraordinary  feafon,  and  pufhed  Wi^ 

moft  extraordinary  difpatch. — When  I  con- 

fidered  how  near  *  It  wsis  to  "^flte  lend  of  the 
SefliQ«5  rja^xidi  IjAW , J<H|g  lihi$  S^lfljon  had  been 

protra£ted  be^tond  ̂ tkeufuol^i^e    of   the 

year  -,  when  I  coniidered,  that  this  Bill  palTed 

if!<rbiifh^Mte^<^e»4l€nrfe  »^i*ifo^ 

^^itatf6fy,  ̂ s  wen'  tty ̂ fiftt^the  ftitt  ictf  )a  fBBI> 

ivhich  "iJteferved  cflin  the  refpefti  fa»d^htiie 

-:difpatch,^VHe1brms  ̂ f  either  Houfe  oT oPariin. 
hient^coaM^dniit^of  jUl  *fet  ̂ e  upon  iDquir- 
ing  what  could  be  the  l«4fea  of  mtiodud^g 

this  Bill  at  fo  unfeafonable  a  time^  and  pref- 

'fing^t  fotward  in  a  timmrer  fo  ̂ veiy  fingular 
and  tocotrimon:   II  -have  .  made  -all  ̂ poffiUe 

{nquity,  and,  fii$'yet/«I  muft'C^^eftr^'^ni'dtra 
^lorstbHSAd-^oM  the  giMt  oceafion.    Lha^Ue, 
'tis  true,  leamed^from  comnum  repeat,  with- 
/cut4dcFS><liat^a^in<^f<ditio^s,  a  moft  heinous 
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but  piuuUied  |a  7a  m9&  ̂ ^nv^gl^  is«imte. 

A^t  whf^  w^kSrthq  co;^¥iQtHtefSr-ntke:M«flttr 

.^^f  ̂ h^  Theatre  ̂ et^vpd^i  ̂ e  ivws:)midiK^y 

in  Jthe  ̂ ^drainfiiiiatiM,  -^  t^^ftesft  nwrthodiif 

haviiigit  %pr/eflfe|d.    P^vM  lbfe>b«;,tbe  5Cte- 

,3ill^  .at  .&ch  aa  >e;^»i«rd|ti9i7  4!s)9fen»  «wl 

4^fluj9g  at'ki  '(6  sq^ti^^FdfiK^.a  jmonert? 
,Surely,  no.    J^c '4lrttfj»l  >Wi¥iMiottr  .<tf  the 
JPlayer§,  th£  .pmd^iit  fcaati^n  Hthay  4kow»ti 

upon  ithat  oacafifQBy  can,  ne^er  ̂ be  ̂ hse  i^afon 

.feu:  iubj^eilmg^t^^  an  airbi|ti|9|^  ,i^- 
fir^t :  it  is  an  acgmnent  inrtheir  hvj^r  ̂ rmd  a 

msitf^xidlj^ne,  in  n^  opinion,  s^inft  i^p  Bill. 

N^y,  f»therj  if  we  conikla:aU.drcuniftan€es^ 

it,i5f»  to  me,  a  ̂U  pxiidft  ihatihe  bc^&  now  In 

being,  are  fuf!kkntior'^uui(hiqg.thofe^Players 
whQ  iball  v^otuce  .to  bring  ax\y  ieditjpus  itbcl 

*  TZtf  Go£&fi  iStfiR^.— It  jva».rej€aed. 
P2 
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upon  the  Stage ;  and  confequently  fufficient 

-for  deterring  all  Players  from  a6iing  any  thing 

that  may  have  the  leaft  tendency  towards  giv- 
ing V  reafonable  offence.  I  do  not,  my  Lords, 

pretend  to  be  a  Lawyer ;  I  do  not  pretend  to 

know  perfectly  the  power  and  extent  of  our 
laws;  but  I  have  converfed  with  thofe  that 

do,  and  by  them  I  have  been  told,  that  our 

laws  are  fufficient  for  puniihing  any  perfon 

thatfliaU  dare  to  reprefent  upon  the  Stage, 

what  may  appefar,  either  by  the  words  or  re- 

prefentation,  to  bb  blafphemous,  fedittous,  or 

immoral.  I  muft  own,  indeed,  I  have  obferv- 
cd,  of  late,  a  remarkable  licentioufncfs  in  the 

Stage. — There  have  but  very  lately  been  two 

Plays  a€ted,  which  one  would  have  thought 

ihould  have  given  the  greateft  oflFence,  arid  yet 

bbthwerefuffered  to  be  often  neprefented,  with- 
out diftiirbance,  without  cenfure.  In  one,  the 

Author*'  thought  fit  to  reprefent  the  three 
great  profefSons,  Religion^  Phyijic^  and  the 
Law  J  as  inconfittent  with  common  fenfe :  in  the 

other,  a  mofl  tragical  flory  was  brought  tipon 

'       •  H.  FlEXfPING,  Efq. 
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the  Stage— a  cataftropbe  too  receat,  top  me^ 
lancholy,  and  of  too  folemn  a  nature,  to  be 

heard  of  any  where  but  from  the  Pulpit.  How 

thefe  pieces  came  to  pafs  impuuifhed,  I  do 

nqt  know :  if  I  am  rightly  inforoxed^  it  was 

not  for  w^nt  of  law,  but  for  want  of  profecuticM;u 

^ithofut  which  no  law  can  be  made  effeftuj^I,* 

but  if  there  was  any  negle£t  in  this  cafe,  I  appt^ 
convinced  it  was  not  with  a  defign  to  prepare/ 

the  minds  of  the  people,  and  to  make  them 

think  a  new  law  neceffary. 

Our  ftage  ought,  certainly,  my  Lords,  to  be 

kept  within  due  bounds ;  but  for  this  our  laws^ 

astheyftand  at  prefent,  are  fufficient  If  bur 

Stage^Players  at  any  time  exceed  thofe  bounds, 

they  ought  to  be  profecuted — they  may  be 

puniihed :  we  have  precedents — ^we  have  ex- 

amples—of perfons  having  been  puniflied  for 
things  lefs  criminal  than  either  of  the  two 

pieces  I  have  juft  mentioned.  A  new  law 

muft,  therefore,  be  unneceflary  s  and,  in  the 

prefent  cafe,  it  cannot  be  unneceflary,  without 

being  dangerous :  every;  unneceflary  reftraiqt 

on  licentioufnefs  is  a  fetter  upon  the  leg,  is  a 

P  3 



fl)Mkl6^u0tftt  l9fe  hwdii  of  Iibtfrty'-Mmd  df  die 

pt^tkfk  bUffffin^s^  we  enjoy,  one  of  tfce^ 

greatcffibiWIfegs-^peopte,  my  Ix)niisf>  canen^ 

joy,  is  liberty.  Biit  every  good  in*  tins  Dfe  has 
it»2(llay  dfevil:  ficentionfDiefs  is  this  alfey  ofi 

Kbcwy^  it  ife  an  ebfnlK^oiii  an^  eKcrefcence— it« 

is  a  ff^ck  u^  tftd  eye  of  a^poltticbl  body^ 

W}Adh<iedH  i]fet«r  touch,  but^  vrlth  a' gentle^ 

#itt^  a  ttembfing  hand,  te(!Pd«^oy  Afe^body^^' 

Ifeff  I  iiijii¥e  the  ̂ yef,  tipon^  which  it  is  aj*t  to- 
appear. — If  the  3tage  beeomes  at  any  tiiwe* 
licentious,  if  a  Play  appears  to  be  a  libel  upon 

tlipe  Ge^ewiAicnt,  oi"  ufwtt-any  particu^far  man, 

the  Kirig'fe  Courts  afeopen^j  the  law  is^ftffflcitsnt^ 

for*  puniAing'  the  offender ;  and,  in  tftis  cafej 
the  perfon  injured  has' a  fiiigtilirr  advantia^; 

—he  can  be  under  no  diif8cul1*y  to  prov^-  who* 
is  the  FubUflrer;  the  Plhyet^  themfeives  aret 
tlie  Fablifhers,  and^  there  can  be  no  wafll  of 

cfvidfence  to  convi£l'  them. 

But;  my  Lords^,  fuppofe  it  true,  that  the^ 
lawa^  now  in'  being  are  not  fufficicnt  for  put- 

ting a  check  to^  or  preventing  the  licenfiouf-^ 

n^jfs^ofi  the  Stagey  fuppofe  it  abfolirtely  neeef-- 
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faiyrtiiBfrf(Mne:nciw  law  IHould  lk>  madfttfbhtiiati 

purpofe ;.  yet  ifa  mufti  bet  graot^dithafc  'fitditai 
law;  ai^ht.  tQ)  be  m^tw^lyi  eonfidiemc^,  »icfi 

ewagr  d wfe,.  eveiy,  fentence^  nay^  w^  ¥«ooi) 

q£U  welLwdgh^  aa4  exainjl^edix  ki^.ux^ftei^ 

fotM  «f  ttioferipeithcKi&.prefomiwioiyprieAfijd^A 

toibe nefCiedbry  for,  mftmUimg.lia^ndp!u(ii^9^,  9t 

p«WQl^  ttiQuldllie  co»ce2|le4».  wh&h)  ipiglitiafr 

teiiv^i^i49:  bid  mBde:  uCe  ofi  for  giving  ar  <}aogAih 

Q(us»  n/ieftwid^  to  lJft>€rty.  Such  %  l^i^  ou^ 

not  to.  be  introduced  a€  thfi  dole,  oi  a  SteflSi^j^ 

stor  oug^t  W6|  in^  the  paflm^fufi^b  a^  l^m^M 

depart  ftom  any  of  the  foinis  pfefcr8>ed;  1^ 

qur  Acwceftors  fo?  prev^en^g  deceit  and^  fuir 

prifei 

Theteisfuch.a  conne^ticpi  bftJtWMn  Ikcn* 

tioufnefs  and  liberty^  that  it  is  not  eafy  to  cor- 

real the  onev  wldiout  4Mge&>uflyi  waiUMJfog 

the  othdii:  iti&extremoljftbardMdiftiQgqlihithfr 

tmelimitbAtwemtham  ;.like  ajclmg^k  fi}^« 

wecanjsoiily'fiedibecRam  twx^jdiffeceiitcqfaMir&i 

but  we:  caooofe  oa%>  difcover  ̂ hent  tfaft  ond  ̂  

ends^  or  ̂ herettecoAer  begins.  Icb^tft  (»K} 

Wwpgri^at  a»d :  imnpedii^ta  4«ig»T'  kfm^ 
P4 
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lioehtiou&eis  of  the  Stage,  I  hope  it  will: not' 
be  prrtettded  that  our  Government  may,  be- 

fore next  winter,  be  overturned  by  fnch  licen- 

tbufnefs,  even  though  our  Stage  weise,at  pre^ 
fcnt,  under  no  fort  of  legal  controul.  Why, 

then,  may  we  not  delay  till  next  Seffion  paf- 

fing  any  law  againft  the  licentioufnefs  of  the 

Stage?  Neither  our  Government  can  be  al« 

tered,  nor  our  Conftitution  be  overturned,  by' 
filch  a  delay ;  but  by  palling  a  law  raflily  aiid 

unadvifedly,  our  Conftitution  may  at  once  be 

deftroyed,  and  our  Goverment  rendered  arbi- 
trary. Can  we  then  put  a  fmall j  a  (hortJived, 

iiiconveniency  in  the  baktnce  with  perpetual' 
flavery  ?  Can  it  be  fuppofed  thai  a  Parliament 
of  Great  Britain  will  fo  much  as  rifle  the  lat^ 

ter,  for  the  fake  of  avoiding  the  former* 
'■*  '    .     "        • 

Surely,  my  Lords,  this  is  not  to  be  ex- 
pe£ted,  were  the  licentioufnefs  of  the  Stage 

lAuch  grater  than  it  is-— were  the  infuffi- 
ciency  of  our  laws  more  obvious  than. jcan 

^  be  pretended.  But  when  we  complain  of 

the  licentioufnefs  of  the  Stage,  and  the  in- 
fttffieiency  of  our  laws,  Lfear  we  have  mcte 
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reafon  to   complain    of    bad    meafures    in 

our  polity,  and  a  general  decay  of  virtue  and  - 
mixrality  among  tbe    people.    In  public  as 

well  as  private  life,  the  only  way  to  prevent 

being  ridiculed  or  cenfured,  is  to  avoid  all 

ridiculous  or  wicked  meafures,  and  to  pur- 
fue  fiich  only  as  are  virtuous  and  worthy.  The 

people  never  endeavour  to  ridicule  thofe  they 
love  and  efteem,  nor  will  they  fufFer  them  to 

be  ridiculed :  if  any  one  atteinpts  it,  the  ri- 

dicule returns  upon  the  Author— he  makes 
himfelf  only  the  objeft  of  public  hatred  and 

contempt.    The  aftions  or  behaviour  of  a 

private  man  may  pafs  unobferved,  and  confe- 

quently  unapplauded — unc^nfured;  but  the 

a£Hons  of  thofe  in  high  'ftations,  can  neither 
pafs  without  notice,  nor  without  cenfure  or 

applaufe  ;  and,  therefore,  an  Adminiftration 

without    efteem — ^without   authority  among 
the  people,  let  their  power  be  ever  fo  great, 

let  their  power  be  ever  fo  arbitrary}  they  will 
be  ridiculed.    The  fevereft  edi£ts — ^the  moft 

terrible  puhifhments,  cannot  entirely  prevent 

it :  if  any  man,  therefore,  thinks  he  has  been 

ridiculed  -,  if  any  man  thinks  he  has  been 
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cenfured;  upon  any  of  out  public  TheatxisEs^. 

I^t  him  efaimine  bis>  actions— 4ic  will' find:  tte. 

caufe :  let  hiiti  alter  hh  CQ0du6b**^he  will'  6siic 

a^remedy,  As^  no.  maa  is  perfefil,  as  nor  man* 

is.  infdllihle,  the  greatdft-  mayerc^.tibe  moftf 
circumfpeft  m^y  b»:  gtiitty  of  ibroe  pifico  of 
ridiculous  behaviour*  It  i5  not.licjQntiokilae&i. 

it  is  an  ufeful  Kberty-  alwaj:e^  indulged!  tfcar 
Stage^  in  a.  free  country^  that  (bme  ̂ eatuMoi 

may'  there  meet"  with  a  jiift  reproof  Trfiick 
none  of  their  friends  will  be  free.  efiougii».  m 

rather  faithful:  enough,  toigsA^e  tfaeto::.  of  this, 
we  hav^e  a^  &mous  kiftance  in.  the  Riomaa. 

tKftory.  The  Great  PoikfP'BY,.  after  Ifccr 
maay  viflotiest  he  had;  objtaineds  a<id  the  g^seat; 

conquefia^  he  had  rmdcy  Hadi  certainly  ap  goodt. 
title io  the  dGbeem  of  the  people  of  lUnrie;; 

y^t  tha*  great  man^  by  fome!  erjfor  in  his  con- 
dufi^  became,  an:  obje3^  of  general  diflike  , 

and,  thcarefore,  in  the  reprefentafeion  of  an  oldi 

play,  when  Di  PHI  LIT  s^  the  a^or»  came  toi 

repeat  thefe-  word$-  ̂ *  Noftra  mipsria  Uu  er 

Mag^nvs/'  theaudienee  immcdiateJy  q)pliedt 
thein!t^  PoMPEY,  who  at  that  time  was  asi 

well'  known  by  the  niwae  of  "''MA.cncs^'^ 



as  bjc  the*  name  of  Pompeii,  and  iftitem.'fo 
higbly/pleafed  witbthe.iatire,,that,as  Cicn^a 

fays,,  ttejf  made  the  i^or>.  by  their  clsaJDoiiry 

nspeat  the  wordsi  an  hundred. times  oven  Aid 

account  of  thds'  was  uximediately  fent  to 
FicmpiEY^  whgr,  inftead  06  refenting  it  as^ao 

ii^urjr,  was  fo  wife  as  to.  take  it  &r  a  juft  re«- 

piXM£  I&  examined  his^  conducb;^  h&;aitenaxb 

hiis  nseafuvesL;  he:  regained,  hy<  degree^,,  the 
elbeem  of.  tUe  people;  and  then^  he  neidier 

feaved  the  wit,.nor>  felt  the  fat  ire  of  theStage;— 

This  ia  an  exansple  which  ought  to  he  fol- 
lowed by  great  men^,  in  all  countries, 

Sneh  accidents  will  often  happen,  in  every* 
free  couatr^s  and  many  fuch  would  probabfy 

have  afterwards  happened  at  Rome,  if  they  had 

contmued  to  enjoy  their  liberty.  But  this  fort 

of  liberty  in  the  Sta^  came:  foen  after,  I  fup- 

I>ofe,.  to^be  Qeilodf  liceniioufn^sii  for,  we  ase 

tbU,  that  August  us,  after  hawng  eftablifflt- 

ed  hts  En^^e^  reftored  ocder  in  Home,  by  re- 
flraining  licentiottfnefs.  Godfoitbid  we.fhould, 

ia  this  country  ,^  have;  order  reftored,  or  Iken- 
Hmtfvtfs  reftrained,.  at  fa  dear  a  rate  as  the: 

people  of  Jbmrpaidibu  it  to  Augustus  1 
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>  In  this  cafe  I  hare  mentionedy  my  Lords^ 
k  was  not  the  Poet  that  wrote,  for  it  was  an 

old  p!ay  j  nor  the  Players  that  a£led,  for  they 

only  repeated  the  words  of  the  play  j  it  was 

the  people  who  pointed  the  (atire  ;  and  the 

cafe  will  always  be  the  fame,  wh^n  a  man 

has  the  misfortune  to  incur  the  hatred  as^d 

contempt  of  a  people*  When  public  mea* 
furesare  defpifed,  the  audience  will  apply 

what  never  was,  what  could  not  be,  deiigned 

as  a  fatire  on  the  prefent  times.  Nay,  even 

though  the  people  ihould  not  apply ;  thpfe 

who  are  confcious  of  guilt,  thofe  who  are 
confcious  of  the  weaknefs  or  wickednefs 

of  their  own  conduft,  will  take  to  them- 

felves  what  the  Author  never  defigned.  A 

public  thief  is  as  apt  to  take  the  fatire,  as  he 

is  apt  to  take  the  money  which  was  never 

defigned  for  him.  We  have  an  inftance  of 
this,  in  the  cafe  of  a  comedian  of  the  ̂  laOT 

age  ;  a  comedian  who  was  not  only  a  good 

poet,  but  an  honeft  man,  and  a  quiet  and 

good  fubjeft.  The  famous  Moliere,  when 

he  wrote  his  Tartufe,  which  is  certainly  an 

excellent  and  a  ̂ ood  moral  comedy,  did  not 

defign  to    fatirize  any  great   man    of  that 
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age ;  yet  a  great  man  in  France,  at  that  time, 
took  it  to  himfelf,  and  fancied  the  Author  had 

taken  him  as  a  model  for  one  of  the  principal, 

and  one  of  the  wortl  chatafters  in  that  co- 

medy.    By  good  luck,  he  was  not  the  li- 
cenfer,  otherwife    the  Kingdom   of  France 

had  never  had  the  pleafure,  the  happinefs,  I 

niay  fay,  of  feeing  that  play  afted ;  but  when 

the  Players  firft  propofed  to  a£t  it  at  Paris,  he 

had    intereft    enough     to     get     it     forbid. 
MoLiERE,  who  knew  himfelf  innocent  of 

what  was    laid  to  his  charge,    complained 

to  his  patron,  the  Prince  of  Conti,  that,  as  his 

play  teas  defigned  only  to  expofe  hypocrify, 

and  a  falfe  pretence  to  religion,  it  was  very 

hard  it  Qiould  be  forbid  being  afted  ;  when, 

at  the  fame  time,  they  were  fuffered  to  ex- 

pofe religion  itfelf,  every  night,  publicly  upon 

the  Italian  ftage ;  to  which  the  Prince  wittily 

anfwered,  "  'Tis  true,  Moliere;  Harlequin  ri- 
dicules Heaven,  and  expofes  Religion ;   but 

you  have  done  much  worfe,— you  have  ridi- 

culed the  Firft  Minifter  of  Religion." 
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i  am  Q^  mpch  ior  pdluiaiag  the.IkQntiottT* 

fliefs  of  the  ̂ Stag^^^and  fcy^ry  other  S^^t  of  JJ- 

centiQufbefs^  as  any  of  yourXordjQi^rcaabe. 

Eut>  my  Lojpds,  I  am,  I  iball^jlw/^ys  b?,  .^- 

^tremely  cautious  and  fiea]rful  of  mfiking  tlvs 

Jeall  encroachment  upon  JLiberity^  wd,,there- 

tfore,  when  axiew  iaw;is  ̂ copofied^ainft.U- 
.centiourners,  J  :(halL  al wxijs  be  fonqoufidoi^^f^g 
jt  maturely  and  deliberately;,  ̂ bta^re  J  ̂qiftuije 

to  giv^  ray  confent  to  its  beipg  .pafled.  This 

M  a  XufEcient  reafon  for  .my  beii^g  s^g^jnft  jiiqif- 

rfing  this  b^ll,  at  fo  .unfoafonj^  a  tijpe,.an^. 

in  fo  extraordinary  a  menner ;  Jtmt  J  bay^ 

many  .reafons  for  beir^  ̂ ^^  T^^S  ̂ ^ 

-Bill,  fome  of  .which  J[  fball  b^  letive  to.^ex- 

plaia  to  your  Lordfliips. — ^The  BiJl,Tny,Ijord^, 
at  firft  view,  may  feem  ♦to  be  .defigmed  ̂ njjr 

.againft  the  Stage  ̂ btat  to  .me  it  ;plainly  appears 

to  point  aga|nil  fomethix^g  dfe,;^-rit  is  ̂   ar- 
row that  .does  but  glance  at  the.St^e^  itbe 

mortal  wound  feems  de%ned  againftthe  jibcrty 

of  the.Prefe,  By  this  Bill  yop  prc^^enta  play  Is 

being  afted,  but  you  dpnot;preveiit.its  rbeing 

printed ;  therefore,  if  a  licenfe  (hould  be  re- 
fufed  for  its  being  afited,  you  may  depend 

4         ■ 
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•on  it/tfa&t  ̂ the  play  will  be  printed.;  it  will 

dberpsmtedaofl  pdbtifhfid^^my.'Lcfrds^  with  the 

xrafufkl  in  jeapitd  iettQBS  cm  ihe  -tiite-^page. 
IBfopIe  9re always  fond  x)fnpvhat  is  forbidden; 

tUim  pmbilMtvmty  inaUiCountries^  diligently  and 

-geii€Ta%iibu]^taftxrr  ;i  itiwill:be:miidi  eafier  to 
rprocure  cirefiifal;  tfaati.it  eiter  was  to  prorcure 

iaigood  fibiife,  cria  ̂ goodffele ;  therefore,  wje 

imsqr  jexpib'ft  ithat»|)layfi)will  be  wrote  onrpiur- 
pofe  to  have  a  refufal :  this  willvcertaiitlypro- 
curc  a  good  fale  ;  thus  will  fatires  be  fpreadand 

\tiil^X£iiedd}mnig^.^ivf^     n^on Viand  thus 

-inrei^  mizn^m Abe  ̂ tngA)m.:may,  and  ̂ praha- 

tfiffy  will,,  teaB  'fbr.'fixp^ee,  what  a  few  only 
-itoiUldihaiee:  foenafited,  aftid  that/ not  under  the 

^mfipencoof  rfaodf  a  crowo;  we  (hall  then  be 

Acdd-^-Wiat !  >will  you  allow  an  infamous .  libel 

toibe'pciDlediandjdifpetfed,  which  you  would 
3nat . ailDWitd)be  :^fted,?    You  have^agreed  to 

'a  lawofoioptevesxting its  being  adcd;  >can  you 

reiiife  yoUr ;  ̂fibnt  to  a  law :  for  .preventing  its 

)bQi(ig'pnntsdiaiid:pnbliihed^?  rLfhouId  really, 
inly:  LoiSds,3>je  glad  to  heat  what  c^c^fe^^hat 

ireafon^ioiie  could  give  for  being  againft  Ihe 

latter,  ifter  having,  agreed  to  the;fornier;  .for 
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I  proteft  I  cannot  fuggeii  the  leaft  fiiadi^  iw . 

an  excufe.  If  we  agree  to  the  Bill  now  before 

us,  we  muil^  perhaps,  next  SdSon,  agree  to  a 

Bin  for  preventing  any  plays  being  printed 

without  a  licenfe*  Thus,  my  Lords,  from 

the  precedent  now  before  us,  we  fhall  be  in* 
duced,  nay,  we  can  find  no  reafon  forrefufiog, 

to  lay  the  Prefs  under  a  general  Licenie,  and 

then  we  may  bid  adieu  to  Hbc  .liberties  of 
Great  Britain. 

But  fuppofe,  my  Lords,  it  wete'ncceflaiy 
to  make  a  new  law  for  reftraining  the  licen- 
tioufnefs  of  the  Stage,  which  I  am  very  fer 

from  granting ;  yet  I  (hall  never  be  for  eftab-* 
lifting  fuch  a  power  as  is  propofed  by  this 

bill.  If  Poets  and  Players  are  to  be  reftrain-^ 
ed,  as  other  fubje£ts  are,  by  the  known  laws 

.  of  their  Country  5  if  they  offend,  let  them  be 

tried,  as  every  Englifliman  ought  to.  be,  "  by 

God  and  their  country  I''  Do  not  let  us  fubjeft 
them  to  thearbitcary  will  and  plcafure  of  any  one 

man.  A  power  lodged  in  the  hands  of  one  An- 

gle man,  to  judge  and  determine  without  limi- 
tation, without  any  controul  or  appeal,  is  a  fort 
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of  power  unknown  to  our  laws,  inconfiftent 

with  our  Conftitutioh  5  it  is  a  higher,  a  more 

abfolute  power  than  we  truft  even  to  the  King 

himfelf^  and,  therefore,  I  muft  think,  we  ought 

not  to  veft  any  fuch  power  in  his  Majefty's 
Lord  Chamberlain.     When  I  fay  this,  I  am 

fure  I  do  not  mean  to  give  the  leaft,  the  moft 
diftant  offence  to  the  noble  Duke  who  now 

fills  the  poft  of  Lord  Chamberlain.     His  na- 

tural candour  and  love  of  juftice  would  not, 

I  know,  permit  him  to  exercife  any  power, 

but  with  the  ftrifteft  regard  to  the  rules  of 

juftice  and  humanity.     Were  we  fure  his  fuc- 
ceffors  in  high  office  would  always  be  perfons 

of  fuch  diftinguiflied  merit,  even  the  power  to 

be  eftabliihed  by  this  Bill  could  give  no  fur- 

ther alarm,  than,  left  it  fhould  be  made  a  pre- 
cedent for  introducing  other  new  powers  of 

the  fame  nature :   this,  indeed,  is  an  alarm, 

which  cannot  be  prevented  by  any  hope,  by 

any  confideration ; — it  is  an  alarm,  which,  I 

think,  every  man  muft  take,  who  has  a  due 

regard  to  the  Conftitution  and  Liberties  of 
his  Country* 

Vol.  L  Q 
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I  fliall  admit,  my  Lords,  that  the  Stage 

eught  not,  upon  any  occafion,  to  meddle  with 
Politics  >  and  for  this  very  reafon,  among  the 

reft,  I  am  againft  the  BiH  now  before  us.  This 

Bill  will  be  fo  far  from  preventing  the  Stage's 
meddling  with  Politics,  that  I  fear  it  will  be 

the  occafion  of  meddling  with  nothing  elfe  ̂  

hfBkt  then  it  wiB  be  a  Political  Stage  tx  parte  9 

it  will  be  made  fubfervient  to  the  politics  and 

fchemes  of  the  Cemrt  only-^Thelicentioufnefs 
of  the  Stiige  Will  be  encouraged,  inftead  of 

being  reftrained  y  but,  like  Court  Journalifts, 

it  would  be  Kcentious  only  againft  the  Pa- 
trona  of  Liberty,  and  the  Proteftors  of  the 

People.      Whatever    man,   whatever   party 

oppofes   the    C^urt,    in  any  of   their  mod 

deftruftive  fchemes,  will,  upon  the  Stage,  be 

feprcfented  in  the   moft  ridiculous  light  the 

hirelings  of  a  Court  can  contrive.    True  pa- 

triotilm,  and  love  of  public  good,  will  be  re- 
prefented  as  madnefs,  or  as  a  cloak  for  env/, 

difeppointment,  dnd  malice ;  whilft  the  moft 

flagitious  crimes,  the  molt  extravagant  vices 

and  follies,  if  they  are  fafliionabte  at  Courts 

will  be  difguifed  and  dreffed  up  in  the  habit 
of  thq  moft  amiable  virtues. 
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This  has  formerly  been  the  cafe  :*— in  Xing 

Charks  IL's  days,  the  Playhoufe  was  under  a 
Licenfe :  what  was  the  confequence  P^-^^e 
Playhoufe  Ktailed  nothing  but  the  politic^ 
the  viceS)  and  the  follies  of  a  Court,  Not  t5 

expofe  them^-^no ;  but  to  recommend  them-^N^ 

though  it  muft  be  granted,  that  their  politics ' 
wtdf«  often  as  bad  as  their  vlceis,  and  mueh 

more  pernicious  than  their  oiJier  follies*  *TI$ 
true,  the  Court  had,  at  that  time,  a  great  deat 

of  wit;  it  was  then,  itidced,  full  of  m^n  of 

true  wit  and  humour ;  but  it  was  the  more 

dangerous;  for  the  Courtiers  did  then,  as 

thorough-paced  Courtiers  always  will  do, — 
they  facrificed  their  honour,  by  making  their 

Wit  and  Humour  fubfervient  to  the  Coortonlf; 

and  what  made  it  (till  more  daogeious,  no 

man  could  appear  againft  them.  We  know 

that  Din/den,  the  Poet-Laureat  of  that  reign, 
always  reprefents  the  Caralbrs  as  honeft, 

,brave,  merry  feHows,  and  fine  gentlemen  i  in- 
deed, his  fine  gentleman,  as  he  generally 

draws  him,  is  an  atheiftical,  lewd,  abandoned 

fellow,  which  was  at  that  time,  it  feems,  the 
falhionable  character  at  Court.  On  the  other. 

Q2 
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handy  he  always  reprefents  the  Diffenters  ad 

hypocritical,  diffembling  rogues,  or  ftupid, 
fenfelefs  boobies.  When  the  Court  had  a 

mind  to  fall  out  with'  the  Dutch,  he  wrote  his 
Amboyna^  in  which  he  reprefents  the  Dutch 

as  a  pack  of  avaricious,  cruel,  ungrateful  raf- 
cals;  and  when. the  Exclufion  Bill  was  moved 

in  Parliament,  he  wrote  his  Duke  of  GuifCy 

in  which  thofe  who  were  for  preferving  and 

fecuring  the  Religion  of  their  Couritry,  were  ex- 
pofed  under  the  charafter  of  the  Duke  ofGuife 

and  his  party,  who  leagued  together  for  ex- 
cluding Henry  IV.  of  France  from  the  Throne, 

ont  he  account  of  his  Religion.  The  City  of 

London  v^as  made  to  feel  the  partial  and 

mercenary  licentioufnefs  of  the  Stage  at  that 

time  s  for  the  Citizens  having,  at  that  time,  as 

well  as  now,  a  great  deal  of  property ;  they 

had  a  mind  .to  preferve  that  property,  and, 

therefore,  they  oppofed  fome  of  the  arbitrary 

meafures  which  were  then  begun,  but  pur- 
fued  more  openly  in  the  following  reign;  for 

which  reafon  they  were  then  always  repre- 
fented  upon  the  Stage  as  a  paicel  of  defigning 
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knaves,  diffembling  hypocrites,  griping  ufurers> 

and  cuckolds  into  the  bargain. 

My  Lords,  the  proper  bufinefs  of  the  Stagq, 

and  that  for  which  it  is  only  ufeful,  is.  to  ex- 
pofe  thofe  vices  and  follies,  which  the  laws 

cannot  lay  hold  of,  and  to  recon^me.nd  thofe 

beauties  and  virtues  which  Miniftefs  or  Coui:- 

tiers  feldoin  imitate  or  reward ;  but  by  laying; 

it  under  a  Licenfe,  and  under  an  arbitrary 

Court  Licenfe,  too,  you  will,  in  my  opinion, 

entirely  pervert  its  ufe ;  for  though  I  have  th^ 

greateft  efteem  for  that  noble  Duke,  in  wht)fe 

hands  this  power  is  at  prefent  defigned  to  fallj 

though  I  have  an  entire  confidence  in  hijs  . 

judgment  and  impartiality ;  yet  I  may  fuppofe 

that  a  leaning  towards  the  fafliions  ofa  Court 

is  fome times  hard  to  be  avoided.  It  may  be 

difficult  to  make  one,  who  is  every  day  at 

Court,  believe  that  to  be  a  vice  or  folly,  ' 
which  he  fees  daily  praftifed  by  thofe  he  loves 

and,  efteems.  By  cuftoni,  even  Deformity  it- 
felf  becomes  familiar,  and  at  laft  agreeable. 

To  fuch  a  perfon,  let  his  natural  impartiality 

be  ever  fo  great,  that  may  appear  to  be  a  Libel 

Q3 
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and  xnoft  neceiTaiy  fatke  upoti  the  £sidiiotiabl« 

vices  and  follies  of  the  Court.  Courtiers,  my 

lAf^,  ttrfe  toa  p6fiit  to  reprove  one  another ; 

Ae  otilf  pJaee  i^heft  they  can  naeet  with  any 
jtfft  reprbo^,  U  ̂   firee,  though  not  licentious. 

Stage  J  afttf  ai&  every  fort  of  folly  generally,  iia 

iHc^ufitries^  begins  at  Court,  and  from  thence 

ipttkd^  through  th^  country,  by  laying  the 

Stage  i^det  an  at^traty  C^utt  Licenfe,  iffiftead 

df  leaving  it  v^hat  itisi  and  always  ought  to  be, 

*^a  gfetitle  feeurge  for  the  vices  of  great  men 
ftnd  Courtiers,  you  win  n^ake  it  a  canal  for 

ppoptagktki^  and  conteying  thek  vices  ai^ 
^lie^  ̂ ^Mjgh  the  whole  Kingdom. 

From  hence,  my  L5t4«,  I  thiek,  it  muft  ap- 
pear that  the  Bi)l  tiow  before  us  cannot  be  fo 

properly  a  Biti  .for  reflraining  Licentioufnefe, 

as  it  may  be  called  a  Bill  for  retraining  the 

Liberty  of  the  Skage,  and  reftraining  k,  too, 
in  that  branch,  which,  in  all  Countries,  has 

beeti  the  moft  ufeful  ̂   therefore,  £  muft  fook 

on  the  Bill  as  a  moft  dangerous  encroachment 

upon  Liberty,  likewife  an  encroachment  on 
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Property.  Wit>  my  Lords»  h  a  ioit  of  pro- 
perty 5  it  is  the  property  of  thofe  who  have  it^ 

and  too  oftea  the  only  property  they  have  U> 

d^end  on ;  it  is^  indeed,  but  a  precarious, 

dependance.  Thank  God!  we«  my  Lord«> 

have  a  dependancei  of  another  kinds  ̂ ^^ 

have  a  much  lefs  precarious  fupport^  andt 
therefore,  cannot  feel  the  inconveniences  of  the 

Bill  now  before  us.  Thofe  gentkiiiea  who 

have  any  fuch  property,  are  all,  I  hope,  our 

friends :  do  not  let  us  fub^e^  them  to  any  uxi- 
neceflary  qt  arbitrary  reftraint.  I  muft  own 

I  cannot  eafily  agree  to  the  laying  of  any  tax 

upon  Wit  I  but  by  this  Bill  it  is  to  be  heavily 

taxed ;  it  is  to  be  excifed ;  for  if  this  Bill  pafle^, 

it  cannot  be  retailed  in  a  proper  way  without 
a  Perniit ;  and  the  Lord  Chamberlain  is  to  have 

the  honour  of  being  Chief  Ganger,  Superviibr, 

Commiffionipr,  Judge,  and  Jury  :  but  what  is 

fiill  more  hard,  though  the  poor  author,  the 

proprietor  I  (hould  fay,  cannot  perhaps  dine 

till  he  has  found  out  a  purchafer  -,  yet,  before 
he  can  propofe  to  feek  for  a  purchafer,  he  muft 

patiently  fubroit  to  have  his  goods  rummaged 

at  this  new  Exc\fe  QJicCy  where  they  may  be 

Q4 
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detained  fourteen  days,  and  even  then  he  may 

find  them*  returned  as  prohibited  goods,  by 
which  his  chief  and  belt  market  will  be  for 

ever  (hut  againft  him ;  and  that  without  any 
caufe,  without  the  leaft  (hadow  of  reafon, 

either  from  the  laws  of  his  Country,  or  from 

the  laws  of  the  Stage. 

Thefe  hardfhips,  this  hazard,  which  every 

gentleman  will  be  expofed  to  who  writes  for 

the  Stage,  muft  certainly  prevent  every  man 

of  a  generous  and  free  fpirit  from  attempting 

any  thing  in  that  way  ;-^and  as  the  Stage  has 
always  been  the  proper  channel  for  Wit  and 

Humour,  therefore,  my  Lords,  when  I  fpeak 

againft  this  Bill,  I  muft  think  I  plead  the  caufe 

of  Wit,  I  plead  the  \:aufe  of  Humour,  I  plead 

the  caufe  of  the  Britifti  Stage,  and  of  every 

gentleman  of  tafte  in  the  Kingdom.  But  it  is 

not,  my  Lords,  for  the  fake  of  Wit  only,  even 

for  the  fake  ofhisMajefty's  Lord  Chamberlain, 
I  muft  be  againft  this  Bill. 

The  noble  Duke,  who  has  the  honour  to 

execute  that  office,  has,  I  am  fure,  as  little 

inclination  to  difoblige  as  any  man;  but  if 
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this  Bill  paffes,  he  muft  difoblige — ^he  may  dif- 
oblige  fome  of  his  moft  intimate  friends. 

It  is  impoflible  to  write  a  play,  but  fome  of 

the  charafters,  or  fome  of  the  fatire,  may  ba 

interpreted  to  point  at  fome  perfon  or  another,- 
perhaps  at  fome  perfon  in  an  eminent  ftation : 

when'  it  comes  to  be  afted,  the  people  will 
make  the  application,  and  the  perfon  againft 

whom  the  application  is  made,  will  think 

himfelf  injured,  and  will,  at  leaft  privately, 

refent  it.  At  prefent  this  refentment  can  be 

direfled  only  againft  the  author ;  but  when 

an  author's  play  appears  with  my  Lord 

Chamberlain's  paflport,  every  fuch  refentment 
will  be  turned  from  the  author,  and  pointed 

direftly  againft  the  Lord  Chamberlain,  who,  by 

his  ttamp,  made  the  Piece  current.  What  an 

unthankful  office  are  we^  therefore,  by  this  Bill 

to  J)ut  upon  his  Majefty's  Lord  Chamberlain ! 
an  office  which  can  no  ways  contribute  to  his 

honour  or  profit ;  and  yet  fuch  an  one  as  muft 

neceffarily  gain  him  a  great  deal  of  ill-will,  and 
create  him  a  number  of  enemies. 
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The  ladneafon  I  flmH  trouble  your  JU>rdfiup6 

with>  far  my  being  sgainft  the  Billy  Is,  that>  m 

my  opinion,  it  will  no  way  anfwer  the  end 

]N!opaied  ;  I  naean  the  end  openly  propofed,  and 
I  aim  fore  the  only  end  your  luordihips  propofe 

— ^To  prevent  the  a£Uiig  of  a  phty  that  has  any 
tendency  to  blafphemy,  immorality,  fedition, 

or  private  feandalj  canfirnify  oothing,  unlefr 

you  can  likewife  prevent  its  being  priiited  and 

publiihed.  On  the  contrary,  if  you  prevent 

itjSi  being  ad}ed,  aod  admit  of  its  being  prtiil;edi 

aiid  publiihed,  you  will  propagate  the  mif- 
eaief ;  your  prohibition  will  prove  a  beliows, 

which  will  blow  up  the  fire  you  intend  to  ex-r 

tifiguifli. 

This  Bill  can,  thereforeVbe  of  no  ufe  for 

preventing  either  the  public  or  the.  private  in* 
jury  intended  by  fuch  ̂   play,  and  ccmfequently 
can  beof  nomanneiof  ufe,  unlefsitbe  defigaed 

as  a  precedent,  as  a  leading  fiep  towards  ano* 

ther,  forfubjefting  the  Prefs  Hkcwife  to  a 
Licenfer.  For  fuch  a  wicked  purpofe  it  may,. 

indeed>  be  of  great  ufe  s  and  in  that  lig^t  it 



CHARrKS  liACXtlK.  9SS 

may  xnoii  properly  be  called  a  fiep  towards 

arbitrary  power. 

Let  us  conlider,  my  Lords,  that  arbitrary 

power  has  feldom  prtiever  been  introduced  into 

any  Comtfty  at  once ;  it  muft  be  introduced  try 

flow  degrees,  and>  as  it  were,  ftep  by  ftep,  left 

the  people  ibould  percetye  its  approach. 

The  barriers  and  fences  of  the  peoj^'s  Li* 
befty  muft  be  plucked  up  one  by  one ;  and  fome 

plaufible  pretences  ittuft  be  found  for  remoT* 

jo^y  or  faood-wiidtk^,  otie  after  another,  tbofe 
fentnes  who  are  pofied,  by  the  ConftitutioQ  of 

every  free  country,  to  warn  the  people  of  dieir 

damger. 

The  Bill,  however,  was  pafled  by  a  very 

great  ̂ lajorily,  a»d  foon  after  received  the 

Royal  Ailent. 
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Cl)8p.  xvii. 

IN  purfuance  of  this  Aft  of  Parliament, 

Goodman's  Fields  and  the  Haymarket 
Theatres  were  fliut  up.  But  this  was  not  all ; 

the  Licenfer  foon  after  exerted  his  power,  and 

prohibited  two  tragedies,  viz.  the  "  Gujlaxms 

Vafuy^  of  Brooke,  and  the  "  £fe(>wor^r,"  oF 
Thomson.  The  friends  of  Mr.  Brooke  ad- 

vifed  him  to  print  his  Tragedy  by  fubftription, 

which  he  accordingly  did,  and  cleared  above 

a  thoufand  pounds  by  the 'publication.  So 
much  were  the  public  incehfed  at  this  firft  aQ: 
of  the  Licenfer. 

.  It  was  immediately, preceding  the  fliutting 

vp  of  the  Theatres  that  Mr.  Garricl;  made  his 

firft  appearance  in  Goodman's  Fields,  in  the 
character  of  Richard  III.  His  fame  inftantly 
reached  the.  weft  end  of  the  town,  and  the 

carriages  of  the  firft  Noblemen  in  the  Kingdom 

were  to  be  feen  every  evening  around  that  re- 
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mote  Theatre.  This  celebrated  aftor  was  foon 

^ter  engaged  by  the  manager  of  Drury-lane. 

The  bufinefs  of  the  Theatre  went  on  now 

with  fuccefs ;  and  while  Mr.  Macklin  was  ex- 

erting himfelf  in  the  way  of  his  profeffion,  he 
was  not,  at  the  fame  time,  wholly  inattentive 

to  the  improvement  of  his  wife's  theatrical  ta- 
lents, and  to  the  education  of  his  infant  daughf 

ter.    'He  paid  confiderable  attention  to  the  in* 
ftruction  of  Mrs.  Macklin,who  was  now  become 

a  very  valuable  afikrefs  ;  but  to  educate  in  the 

beft  manner,  and  to  make  his  child  as  accom- 

plifhed  as   poifible,  was  his  darling  objefl. 

He  fpared  no  pains  nor  expence  to  attain  this 

wifhed  end ;  the  beft  and  moft  approved  maf- 

ters  were  procured,  and  entertained  in  the  fa- 

ther's houfcj  in  order  to  perfe£l  his  deiign :  for 
Mr.  Macklin  was  fo  fond  of  his  daughter,  that 

he  would  not  fufFer  her  to  be  long  abfent  from 

his  perfon,  or  to  be  placed  at  any  Boarding- 
fchool.     Indeed,  he  always  declared,  that  he 

had  an  averfion  to  public  Seminaries,  and  ever 

fpoke  in  praife  of  the  advantages  of  a  private 
education. 
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The  reader  will  eaffiy  perceive  tbat  hir 

duty  now>  as  an  z&cTj  an  bufband,  and  parent, 

left  Mr.  Macklin  very  little  leifure.  Hov^rever 

bufily  employed  he  might  be,  yet,  v^/'henever 

he  could  procure  the  leaft  opportunity,  he  ap* 
pfied  himfelf  to  the  ftudy  of  nature,  and  the 

perufal  of  books.  He  was  now  in  good  re- 
putation as  an  a£tor,  and  was  gaining  every 

day  in  public  eftimation.  Since  his  engage* 
ment  with  Mr.  Higkmore  he  had  performed 

fcveral  parts  both  in  tragedy  and  comedy, 

with  increafing  fuccefs.  The  Beggar's  Opera, 
which  wasreprefented  at  Drury-lane,  in  1787^ 
afforded  the  public  frefh  proofs  of  the  abilities 
and  merit  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Macklin  in 

PeachuM  and  Mrs.  Peachum. 

The  charafters  of  Peachum  and  Lockit  arc 

Admirably  drawn  from  their  llations>  with  a 

very  natural  diftinftion.  The  former  being 

more  in  the  world,  has  more  extended  ideas, 

more  flirewdnefs,  and  is  a  knave  of  greater 

latitude.  For  general  drynefs,  and  a  juft 

cynical  turn  of  humour,  Mr.  Macklin-  ftood 

indifputably  fuperior  to  any  competitor  in 
4 
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&k  part,  and  Mrs.  Peacbum  was  cztremdjr 

w^Q  fupported  by  Mrs.  MackJin. 

By  this  piece,  it  is  evident,  that  Mr.  Gay 
was  rdblved  to  exercife  his  unbounded  ta-^ 

!^nt  for  iatire  agaiafl  thofe  aneflential 

exotics — Italian  Operas.  The  author,  too^ 
called  in  mufic  to  his  aid ;  and  the  very  title 

of  the  Opera  was  intended  to  convey  a  bittec 

iarcafim  on  men  of  fortune  and  public  tafte, 

for  the  unmerited  penury,  and  even  contempt^ 

ihat  perfons  of  moft  excellent  talents  and 

genius  have  frequently  experienced  in  this 

country.  Gay  himfelf  often  fought  for  a 

Mecanas  in  vain — his  mind  was  fmarting 
under  the  recolie^ion  of  the  neglefl  that  he 

had  fufEsred,  and  he  gave  full  fcope  to  his 

feverity,  which  he  conveyed  through  the 

medium  of  the  Beggar's  Opera,  with  great 
poijgnancy  of  expreflSon.  The  plot  of  this 

piece  is  very  indifferent,  and  as  to  moral* 

there  is  none.  It  is  truly  a  compendium 

of  licentious  burlefque,-  and  lonthfome  in^ 

fe£tious  immorality.  The  humour  is  vulgar, 

and  the  fatire  inflammatory  >  in  a  word,  it  is 
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one  of  thofe  bewitching  evils,  which  ofFended 
reafon  muft  wilhhad  never  been  exhibited  to 
the  world. 

In  the  year  1738  Mr.  Macklin  got  ano- 
ther lift  (to  ufe  his  own  expreffion)  in  the 

Theatre^  by  his  admirable  performknce  of 

Jerry  Blackacre,  in  the  Plain  Dealer.  His 

throwing  off  a  little  in  this  charafter  dr6w 

down  upon  him  the  refentment  of  Quin,  who 

was  then  the  great  tyrant  of  the  Play-houfe. 

The  particulars  of  Mr.  Macklin*s  quarrel 
with  Quin  we  have  already  amply  detailed 

in  the  xiith  chapter  of  this  Hiftory.  It  re- 
mains for  us  only  to  obferve  here,  that  Mr. 

Macklin's  conduft,  on  that  occafion,  •  was 
highly  approved  by  the  Public  in  general,  and 

by  the  Players  in  particular,  who  heartily  re- 

joiced at  the  found  drubbing  that  2uin  re- 
ceived, and  at  the  mortification  that  he  muft  , 

have  experienced,  by  having  his  defpotic  au- 
thority fo  effe£tually  refifted,  and  his  pride  fo 

completely  humbled.  .  j 



ierty  BlackcUre  is  placed  by  tiie  author 

in  feveral  diverting  points  of  view-  Hie  is, 

in  fa£l,  a  very  laughable  character,  and  Mi*. 
Macklin,  beyond  all  doabt,  for  genuine  hu- 

mour, and  powerful  limplicity,  IheWed  him- 

felf  a  very  good  aftor  iti  the  reprefentatibtv 

tjf  this  part  He  had  now  arrived  to  the' 
Tank  of  a  firfl:*rate  low  Comedian^  and  wet* 

becoming  more  ufeful  everyday  in  the  Pro* 
feflion. 

The  next  new  chafafter  that  Mn  MackfitI 

appeared  in  was  Scrubs  in  Mr.-  Farquhar*^ 
comedy  of  the  Beaux  Stratagem^  which  is 

certainly  a  very  odd,  yet,  we  think,  not  a 

very  blameable  compofition  for  a  dying  Au-^ 
thor,  vvhofe  genius,  like  an  expiring  taper, 

has,  in  the  compofition  of  this  comedy^ 

thrown  out  feveral  ftronger  flalhes  of  lighf 

than  when  in  a  perfeQ  ftate  of  exiftence. 

The  charafiler  of  S^rub  is  very  ftrongly  mark- 

ed—He is  firaple,  yet  cunning  5  forward, 
though  timid;  a  tatler,  affefting  fecrefy; 

and  a  fool,  affuming  wifdom;    The  fituations 
Vol.  L  R 
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in  which  he  is  placed  in  the  play  are  h^p- 

pily  grotefque^  and  pregnant  with  much  plea- 
fantry.  Mr.  Macklin  found  an  opportunity, 

in  Scrub y  of  difplaying  bfe  comic  powers  io 

advantage^  ̂   and  made  his  audience  both 

bugh  heartily^  and  applaud  loudly.  He  per- 
£[>rmed  this  chara£ler  often ;  and,  by  an  ad- 
flUfable  naivite  of  execution^  flood  unrivalled 

ia  the  part^  His  performance  of  Lord 

Foppington,  in  the  Carelefs  Hujbcind  ;  Ben,  in 
Love  for  Love  s  and  Trappanti,  in  She  Would 

and  She  Would  JiJoty  raifed  him  Hill  higher  in 

public  eftimation. 

The  reprefentation  of  Mrs.  Centlivre^s  co- 

medy of  "  The  Bufy  Body;'  in  1739,  brought 
Mr.  Macklin  before  the  public  in  the  cha- 

ra£ler  of  Marplot.  With  regard  to  this  co- 
medy, we  find  that  it  contains  a  good  moral ; 

but,  if  we  fearch  for  folidity  of  fentiment, 

or  purity  of  language,  our  inquiry  will  be 

fruitlefs.  As  to  the  charafters,  they  are  na- 
tural and  well  chofen,  and  fome  of  them  ex- 

tremely well  contrafted — the  dialogue  is  pert, 
and  the  incidents  whimfical.    The  comedy  is 
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pleafing  on  the  ftage,  but  does  not  deferve  a 

place  in  the  clofet.  Poor  Marplot  is  the  main 

engine  of  the  piece— he  is. adequately  drawn, 

and  prettily  finilhed.  He  is  not  the  mif- 
chievous  and  obnoxious  bufy  body  that  we 

meet  with  in  private  life,  but  a  mere  inof- 

fenfive,  laughable ,  chara£ter.  Mr.  Macklin 

gained  great  applaufe  in  this  part.  Foolifli- 
nefs  and  ftupidity  he  depifted  admirably  by 

his  countenance ;  and,  therefore,  mod  unquef- 

tionably  excelled  Mr.  Garricky  who  after- 

wards attempted  to  play  Marplot.  Mr.  Gar- 

rick's  reprefentation  was  lively  and  expref- 
five,  but  too  mechanical ;  in  fhort,  he  could 

not,  as  Mr.  Fox  wittily  faid  of  him,  look 

foolifli  e?iough  for  the  part ;  and,  knowing  his 

deficiency,  wifely  relinquifhed  his  intimacy 

'with  Marplot. 

We  come  now  to  the  year  1740,  at  which 

period  the  comedy  of  The  Provoked  Hujband, 

altered  from  Vanbrtigh,  by  Cibber^  was  ex- 

hibited at  Drury-lane.  In  the  alteration  of 

this  play,  Mr.  Cibber  has  (hewn  great  judg- 
ment and  tafte.     The  comedy  opens  with  a 

R  2 
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foliloquy  from  Lord  Townlj/y^  who  lets  the 

audience  well  into  the  grounds  of  that  un* 
eaiinefs  which  fits  heavy  on  his  mind :  but 

we  fliall  here  prcfent  the  reader  with  Mr. 

'Macklin's  own  defcription  of  this  chara£ter ;. 
together  with  his  valuable  obfervations  and 
criticifnxs  on  the  manner  in  which  Lord 

Townly  was  performed  by  the  celebrated 
Mr.  WilkSy  and  Mr.  Garrick. 

*^  Lord  ̂ owjilyy  as  he  ftands  in  relation  ta 
fociety  in  general^  muft  be  confidered  as  a 

man,  whofe  title,  fortune,  virtues,  fine  un- 

derftandingr  polifhed  manners,  and  purity  of 

morals,  raife  him  to  the  higheft  dignity  and 
worth  that  we  can  conceive  of  a  Britifh  No* 

bleman.  Ashe  (lands  particularly  related  in^ 

the  play,  he  is  a  benevolent,- tender  hufhjand  ; 

patient  under  a  wife's  diffolute  follies,  and 
moft  felicitous  for  her  reformation ;  a  loving, 
brother,  and  an  anxious,  fincere  friend* 

"  In  every  fituition  that  the  Poet  has^ 

placed  him — ^be  it  in  forrow,  joy,  patience,, 

anger,  love,  anxiety,  raillery,  or  even*  a  care- 
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lefs  converiation  upon  the  moft  indifFerent 

fubje^ts,  he  has  been  moft  careful  to  mark  a 

benevolent  heart,  and  a  moft  polifhed  mind, 
Thcfe  charafteriftics  Mr.  Wilks  obferved  to 

fuch  a  degree  of  amiable  and  elegant  imita- 

tion, that  they  feemed,  indeed,  as  they  were 

in  a  great  degree,  the  native  and  habitual 

^qualities  of  the  man  himfelf. 

*^  A6  foon  as  the  curtain  was  drawn  up, 
before  he  fpoke  a  word,  the  audience  might 

behold  in  his  vifage,  pofition,  and  the  gefture 

that  introduced  and  accompanied  the  words--* 

*  Whif  did  I  Marry  /'  an  oppreffion  of  fpi- 
rits,  mixed  with  a  benevolence  and  tender 

.  anxiety,  and  accompanied  with  a  politenefs 

of  mien  and  manner,  that  completely  gave 

that  mixed  and  pleafing  idea  which  the  mind 

conceives  of  an  accomplifhed  man  of  faftiion, 
and  a  nobleman  in  fuel)  a  fituation. 

*^  His  very  drefs,  in  make  and  fancy,  was 
that  of  a  man  of  fenfe  and  tafte.   He  was  not 

R3 
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harneffcd  or  loaded  with  tinfelled  finery,  btrt 

drelfed  modeftly,  in  diftinguifhed  elegance. 

"  He  had  no  fooner  uttered  the  words  that 

begin  the  play—*  Why  did  I  Marry  P  than 
the  audience  became  intimate  with  his  con- 

dition.—5o  feelingly  were  they  fpoken,  and 

fo  abforbed  did  he  feem,  at  once,  in  conju- 

gal folicitude  ;  and,  all  through  that  foliloquy, 

he  was  funk  in  the  deepeft  conjugal  anxiety. 

**  All  the  various  ftarts  of  the  mind,  mark- 
ed, and  painted  by  an  anxious  fagacity  of 

reafoning ;  and  diftinguifhed  and  pointed  by 

flirugs,  looks,  tones,  and  gefture,  that  feem- 
ed  the  native  efforts  and  emanations  of  the 

heart ;  yet,  all  tempered  by  an  apparent  ten- 
dernefs  and  unalterable  affedion  for  the 

woman  he  was  cenfuring,  were  truly  and  na- 
turally delineated  by  Mr,  Wilks, 

*'  He  was  remarkable  for  being  always 

bufy  upon  the  ftage — never  idle;  always  in 
attention  to  the  charafters  in  the  fcene  with 

'  him,  or  elfe  in  a  reftlefs  perturbed  motion  and 
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agitation,  from  the  fuppofed  pafiion  and  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  charaftcr  that  he  repre- 

fented. 

"  A  judicious  writer,  eitheir  in  comedy  of 
tragedy,  is  always  careful  in  his  approaches  to, 

and  in  his  developement  of,  the  extreme  ftarts 

and  perturbations  of  a  paffion.:  he  will  not 

make  the  agitations  and  perturbations  of  it  in- 
ceffant,  and  always  in  the  extreme,  becaufe 

that  condud  would  be  contrary  to  nature  ;  it 

would  mak<e  his  chara£ter  agitate,  flalk, 

ftrut,  and  turn  his  back,  which  would  deftroy 

that  neceflary  attention  that  the  general  mi- 

tercourfe  x)f  men,  and  the  particular  bufinefs 
of  a  fcene,  demands 

'*  For,  if,  while  one  perfon  fpeaks,  in  an 
interview  of  hufmefs,  which  every  weU 

wrought  fcene  is^  another  pays  uq  attention^ 

but  chafes,  ftruts,  ftalks,  and  pulls  out  his 

hafidkerchief,  wipes  his  face,  puts  up  his 

handkerchief  and  pulls  it  out  again ;  varies 

his  gait — ^walks  up  the  ftage,  and  down 
the  ftage,  and  aprofs  the  ftitge>  it  is  a  brea^eh 

R4 



248  THE    LIFE    OF 

of  good  manners ;  it  is  an  interruption,  st 

contempt,  and  an  injury  to  the  other  aftorj  a 

little,  pitiful,  avaricious  ambition  in  the  fellow 
that  does  it,  and  a  total  contradiftion  to  the 

ways  of  nature. 

<*  It  may  make  the  ignorant  admire,  and 
applaud,  but  it  muft  make  the  judicious 

grieve  and  defpife. 

«^  This  fhort,  pert,  ill-mannered,  unnatu* 
ral,  bufy  buttle,  is  fubftituted  now  on  all  oc- 

cafions; — in  tragedy,  comedy,  grief,  rage, 
deliberation,  reflexion,  converfation,  love, 

-gallantry,  old  age,  youth,  in  the  infirmity  of 
Lear — gallantry  of  Lothario. 

"  Giirrick  huddled  all  paffions  into  ftrut 
and  quicknefs — buttle  was  his  favourite.  In 
the  performance  of  Lord  Townly  he  was  all 

buttle.  In  Archery  Ranger^  Don  John,  Hamlef^ 

Macbeth,  Brute^^W  buttle  1  buttle  !  buttle  ! 

"  The  whole  art  of  afting,  according  to 
the.  modern  praftice,  is  comprized  in— bufile  1 
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'*  Give  me  a  Horfe ! — Bind  upmy  wdunds) — 

Have  mercy  Jefu  /"—all  buftle  ! — every  thing 
;s  turned  into  buftle !  All  Garrick  wanted,  in 

order  to  make  him  a  great  aftor,  were— 

confequence,  dignity,  elegance,  and  majefty 

of  figure ;  a  voice  that  would  laft  through  a 

part,  for  his  was  generally  hoarfe-  in  the  two 
laft  afts  ;  the  deportment  and  the  manners  of  a 

gentleman ;  a  knowledge  of  the  paffion  and 

character,  and  how  to  drefs  with  propriety, 

**  The  mind,  the  genius,  and  the  judgment 
of  a  man,  at  the  head  of  an  art  or  faience, 

may  be  feen  by  his  pupils,  for  they  all  look  up 
to  him,  and  imitate  him.  Moliere  formed  a 

company  that  has  not  fince  been  matched. 
Booth,  WilkSy  and  Cibber  left  an  excellent 

company  behind  them.  But  what  kind  of  a 

company  has  Garrick  left  behind  him  ? — A 

very  poor  one,  indeed  ! 

"  Of  all  the  various  paffions  of  grief,  a 
tnanly  forrow  is  the  moft  difficult  to  be  ex- 

jprefled  ;  and,  of  all  the  aftors  I  have  ever 

feen,  I  muft  give  the  preference   to   Wilks. 
4     . 
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No  heart,  that  was  capable  of  being  touched, 

but  muft  have  fympathized  at  his  manner  of 

fpeaking  one  line  in  7"//€  Orphan,  to  Monimiay 
in  the  fifth  aft   

^<  My  fatal  lovci  alasl-  has  roinM  thee  V^ 

^*  He  was  alfo  inimitable  in  The  Royal 

Merchant,  in  the  Beggar's  Bii/k,  a  comedy 

of  Fletcher's. 

"  The  Characler  is  noted  for  charity,  and 
when  his  creditors  have  juft  preffed  him  for 

payment,  Clau/e,  his  old  beadfman  (though 
his  father  in  difguife)  comes,  as  if  to  beg  his 

ufual  charity,  when  the  Merchant  replies, 

with  fuch  a  tone,  that  finks  into  the  foul — 

**  Clatjfcf  I  pray  thee  kave  me ;  for,  by  xny  troth« 

I  haye  nothiog  now  to  give  thee." 

Although  the  rules  of  time  and  place  have 

not  been  ftriftly  complied  with  by  the  author, 

yet,  the  comedy  of  The  Provoked  Hujband  is 

tolerably  regular.  The  fcenes  are  well  ar- 
ranged; the  ferious  and  ludicrous  happily 

3 
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mingled  ;  the  plot  well  digefted,  and  the  ca^ 
taftrophe  much  to  be  admired.  In  our 

humble  opinion,  the  charafter  of  Lx>rd 

Townly  cannot  be  well  reprefented  by  the 

requifites  of  mediocrity.  Mr.  Macklin,  who 

faw  fVilkSy  Garricky  Sheridan,  Mojfopy  and 

many  more  play  the  part,  has  often  declared, 

that  no  perfon  fupported  the  amiable,  fenfible, 

polite,  generous,  tender,  and  refolute  Lord 

Townlyy  with  ample  juftice,  but  Mr. 
Wilks. 

Sir  Francis  Wrong  head  is  an  admirable 

portrait  of  falfe  confequence,  ignorant  felf- 
fufficiency,  and  undifcerning  good  nature  ;  a 

tame  hufband,  a  fooliQi  parent,  and  a  credu- 

lous friend ;  poffeffed  of  a  genteel  inde- 
pendence, yet  vainly  grafping  at  imaginary 

promotion,  to  the  great  injury  of  his  real  cir- 

cumttances.  By  the  performance  of  this  cha- 
ra6ler,  Mr.  Macklin  acquired  the  reputation 

of  a  finiflied  aftor.  We  cannot  convey 
a  better  idea  of  his  excellence  in  this 

part,  than  by  quoting  the  opinion  of  a  late 

excellent  critic,  who  fays — "  Mr.  Macklin, 
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beyond  all  doubt,  filled  the  author's  ideas  of 
this  part,  and  conveyed  them  to  the  audi- 

ence admirably.  Confequential  ftupidity  fat 

well  painted  in  his  countenance,  and  wrought 

laughable  effefts,  without  the  paltry  refource 

of  grimace;  where  he  affefled  to  be  very  wife^^ 

a  laborious,  emphatic  flynefs,  marked  the  en- 

deavour humoroufly  5  while  the  puzzles  be-' 

tween  political  and  domeftic  concerns  occa* 

fioned  much  food  for  merriment."  It  may, 
therefore,  be  fairly  faid,  that  Mr.  Macklin 
made  Sir  Francis  his  own,  and  ttood,  in  the 

reprefentation  of  this  laughter-moving  cha- 
rafter,  without  a  competitor. 

Mrs.  Macklin,  who  fucceeded  Mrs.  Clive, 

in  the  part  of  Ladi/  Wrongheadi  even  out-did 

her  celebrated  predeceffor,  in  the  petulant, 

buttling  afFeftation  of  this  odd  compound.  With 

refpeft  to  this  comedy,  when  we  confider  the 

language,  charafters,  humour,  fpirit,  and  the 

moral,  which  is  a  moft  excellent  one,  (hew- 

ing-how  follies,  of  a  different  nature,  involve 
domeftic  concerns,  in  different  perplexities, 

we  are  bound  to  pronounce  it  an  admirable 
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playy  and  highly  entertaining  slnd  raluable, 

both  on  the  ftage,  and  in  the  ftudy. 

In  the  year  1741,  Mr.  Macklin  refolved  to 

revive  *•  The  Merchant  of  Venice,*  by 

Shakspeare,  in  oppofition  to  *'  Tfie  Jew 

ef  Venice,'  altered  from  the  fame  author,  by 
Lord  Lanfdoxjone. 

His  Lordfliip^  no  doubt,  took  great  pains  to 

preferve  regularity  in  the  alteration,  but,'ia 
fo  doing,  like  other  alterers>  greatly  enerv- 

ated the  drama  that  he  meant  to  improve. 

The  play  was  put  in  rehearfal,  and  Mr, 

Macklin  ftuck  clofe  to  Shakfpeare's  text^ 
and  ftudied  the  part  of  Shylock  with  great 

diligence  and  attention.  He  faw,  from  the 

beginning,  that  the  charafter,  if  properly 

fupportedy  afforded  a  wide  fcope  for  the  dif- 

play  of  his  abilities,  and  the  exhibition  of  ca^ 

pital  a£Iing ;  but  he  had  a  great  deal  to  en- 
counter and  furmount. 

4t      . 
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The  public  had  been,  for  a  long  time,  ac-* 

cuftomed  to  fee  and  approve  the  reprefenta- 
tion  of  ̂ he  Jew  of  Venice,  in  which,  the  part 

of  Sky  lock,  inftead  of  being  the  principal, 
was  one  of  the  hioft  fubordinate  charaflers  in 

the  play,  and  was  always  perfonated  by  a  very 

low  comedian.  However,  Mr.  MacklinpeV" 
fevered,  and  by  his  found  judgment,  and 

inimitable  performance  of  the  part,  immedi- 
.  ately  convinced  the  public,  and  his  opponents, 

(for  he  had  feveral  upon  this  occafion,  and 

among  the  foremoft  was  Mr.  Quin)  that  The 

Jew  of  Venice  was  not  the  Shylock  of 
Shakspeare. 

During  the  rehearfal  of  the  play,  Mr. 

Macklin  did  not  let  any  perfon,  not  even 

the  players,  fee  how  he  intended  to  a£l  the 

part.  He  merely  repeated  the  lines  of 

the  charafter,  and  did  not,  by  fo  much  as 

one  fingle  look,  tone,  gefture,  or  attitude, 

difclofe  his  manner  of  perfonating  this  cruel 
Ifraelite.  The  aftors  declared,  that  Macklin 

would  fpoil  the  performance ;  and  Mr.  Quirf . 

went  fo  far  as  to  fay,  that  he  would  be  hiffed 
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ofF  the  ftage,  for  his  arrogance  and  prefump- 

tion*  Nay,  even  the  manager  himfelf  ex- 
poftulated  with  him,  concerning  the  propriety 
of  his  perfevcring  in  his  intention  of  having 

The  Merchant  of  Venice  reprefented,  in  op- 

pofition  to  the  judgment  of  fo  eminent  a  per- 
fonage,  as  Lord  Lanfdowne  ;  to  the  opinion 
of  Mr.  Quin  and  the  reft  of  the  aQors ;  and, 

indeed,  to  the  voice  of  the  public,  who  had 

fo  often  teftified  their  approbation  of  the  noble 

Lord's  play.  Thus  did  Mr.  Fleetwood  argue 
with  Macklin,  and  ftrenuoufly  urge  him  to 
abandon  his  refolution.  His  character,  as  an 

aftor,  might  (he  faid)  be  materially  injured 

by  a  perfeverance  in  his  determination,  and 

ultimately  by  a  failure  in  the  performance  of 

the  part  5  but  Mr.  Macklin,  fupported 

throughout  by  his  found  (enfe  and  acute 

difcrimination,  continued  firm  to  his  purpofe, 

and  had  The  Merchant  of  Venice  announced 

for  reprefentation,  on  the  14th  of  Fe- 
bruary. 
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It  was  caft  in  the  following  manner  :— 

PRAMATIS  PERSONJE. 

Men. 

Atithonio 

Baflfanio 

Gratiano 

Shylock 
Launcelot 
Gobbo 

Salerio 

Morochius 

Lorenzo 

Prince  of  Arra^on 
Duke  of  Venice 

Tubal 

Salarino 

Mr.  Quin. 
Mr,  Milward. 

Mr.  Mills. 

Mr.  Macklin. 

Mr.  Chapman. 

Mr.  Johnfon. 
Mr.  Berry. 

Mr.  Cafliell. 

Mr.  Havard. 

Mr.;  Turbutt. 
Mr.  Winftone. 

Mr.  Tafwell. 

Mr.  Ridout, 

Portia 

Neriffa 

Jeflica 

Women. 

Mrs.  Clive. 

Mrs.  Pritchard. 

Mrs.  Woodman. 
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On  the  firft  night  of  the  reprefentation,  no 

fooner  were  the  doors  of  the  Theatre  opened, 

than  the  houfe  was  crowded  in  every  part. 

Some  came  from  motives  of  pleafure  j  fome 

to  exprefs  their  difapprobation ;  fome  to  fup- 
pprt  the  a£tor,  and  a  great  number  appeared 

merely  to  gratify  their  curiofity. 

, Before  the  curtain  rofe,  the  Manager 'ap- 

peared in  the  green-room,  in  great  diftrefs. 
The  a£lors  were  anticipating  the  reception 

that  awaited  them,  and  indulging  themfelves 

in  malicious  remarks  upon  the  headftrong 
cbndu£t  of  Macklin.  It  is  impoflible  for  us 

to  defcribe  the  feelings  of  poor  Shylock  at 

this  precife  junfture. 

Mr.  Macklin  was  fure  that  he  was 

right,  but  he  was  not  quite  fure  of  the  kind 

of  reception  that  he  was  to  experience  from  a 

crowded  audience,  whofe  tafte  might  be  per- 

verted, and  whofc  attachment  might  be  pre- 
engaged. 

Vol.  I.  S 
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However,  the  curtain  waa  drawn  up,  and 

the  Performers,  who  had  to  open  the  Play, 

went  on,  and  were  received  in  the  ufual  way 
that  Performers  are,  on  their  firft  entrance,^ 

when  they  are  in  favour  with  the  public.  But,. 

when  Shylock  and  Bajhnio  entered,  in  the 
third  fcene,  there  was  an  awful,  a  folcmn 

filence.     A  pin  might  have  been  heard  if 

di^apt  upon  the  ftage.    Nothing,  Mr.  Macklin 
has  declared,,  afFefted  him  fo  much  as  the 

coolnefs  that  was  obferved  by  the  audience 

on  his  entrance.     He  bad  been  then,  for  fe- 

deral years,  a  great  favourite  with  the  town, 
and  the  audience  had   been  accuftomed  to 

greet  him,  on  his  firft*  entrance,  by  repeated 
plaudits.     We  ftiall  leave  it  to  the  reader  to 

conceive  the  fituation  of  Mr.  Macklin's  feel- 
ings, at  this  juafture,  for  it  is  impoflible  fpr 

us  to  defcribe  them.     Not  a  hand  moved  to 

encourage  him  ;  on  the  contrary,  every  thing 

around  him  appeared  to  confpire  towards  hi^ 
dilcomfiture.     The  terrified  looks  of  the  Ma- 

nager, the   malicious  fneers  of  the   A£tors, 

and  the  tremendous,  filence  of'  a  hrilliant, . 
and  a  crowded  audience,  all  united  to  ftrike 
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him  with  terror,    and  confound  hhn  with 
difmay. 

Notwithft^nding  all  this,  he-  approached 
with  Bqfanioj  who  folicit^  a  loan  of  threfc 
thonfand  ducats,  on  the  credit  of  Antkchiio. 

vStill  not  a  whifpcr  could  be  heafi?d  in  the 

houfe/  Upon  the  entrance  of  AntkoniOy  the 

Jew  makes  the  awdience  acquainted  with  bfe 

motives  of  antipathy  againft  the  Merchant. 
Mr.  MaMiri  had  no  fooner  delivered  this 

fpeech,  than  the  audience  fuddenly  burft  out 

into  a  thunder  of  applaufe,  and  in  proportion 

as  he  afterwards  proceeded  to  exhibit  and 

mark  the  malevolence,  the  villainy,  and  the 

diabolical  atrocity  of  the  charafter,  fo  in  pro- 

portion did  the  admiring  and  delighted  audi- 

ence teftify  their  approbation  of -the  AQ:or*s 
aftoni(hing  merit,  by  ftill  louder  and  louder 

plaudits  and  acclamations,  to  the  end  of  the 

Play.  Never  wa^  a  Performer's  triumph  more 
complete^ — never  were  enemies  and  opponents 
more  confounded  and  abaihed — ^never  was  a 

Mapager  more  agreeably  furprized.  The  fud- 
den,  unexpefted,  and  happy  cataftrophe  of 

S  2 
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that  night's  reprefentation,  conferred  on  Mr. 
Macklin  immortal  fame,  as  an  a£lor,  and 

tranfmitted  to  pofterity  another  proof  of  the 

amazing  genius  and  wonderful  talents  of  un- 
rivalled Shaksfeare.  The  Play  was  re- 

peated, again  and  again,  with  unbounided  ap- 
probation. In  fliort,  it  ran  nineteen  nights 

fucceflively,  the  laft  of  which  was  appropri- 

ated for  Mr.  Macklin's  benefit. 

We  cordially  coincide  with  an  eminent 

critic,  who  fays,  *^  that  Shy  lock  is  a  mod  dis- 

graceful pi6ture  of  human  nature.*' 

He  is  drawn,  what  we  think  man  never 

was,  all  (hade,  not  a  gleam  of  light  s  fubtle 

felfifh,  fawning,  irafcible,  and  tyrannic. 

As  he  is  like  no  dramatic  pedbnage  but 

himfelf,  the  mode  of  reprefentation  fhould  be 

particular.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that  Mr. 

Macklin  looked,  as  well  as  fpoke,  the  part 

much  better  than  any  other  perfon.  In  the 

level  fcenes,  his  voice  was  moft  happily 

fuited  to  that  fententious  gloominefs  of  ex- 
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preffion  the  author  intended;  which,  with  a 

fuUen  fokmnity  of  deportment,  marked  the 

charafter  ftrongly.    In  his  malevolence,  there ' 
was  a  forcible  and  terrifying  ferocity. 

Jn  the  third  aft  fcene,  where  alternate  paf- 

fions  reign,  for  inftance — 

"  Shy  lock.  How  now.  Tubal,  What  news 
from  Genoa?  Haft  thou  found  my  daughter? 

**  Tubal.  loften  came  where  I  did  hear  of 

her,  but  cannot  find. her. 

*'  Sky  lock.  Why  there,  there,  there  !  a  dia- 
mond gone,  coft  nie  two  thoufand  ducats 

in  Frankfort !  the  curfe  never  fell  upon  our 

nation  'till  now ;  I  never  felt  it  till  now  : — two 
thoufand  ducats  in  that;  and  other  precious, 

precious  jewels.  I  would  my  daughter  were 

dead  at  my  foot,  and  the  jewels  in  her  ear  ! 

Vould  (he  were  hears'd  at  my  foot,  and  the 
ducats  in  her  coffin !  No  news  of  them  ?— 

Why,  fo  :•— And  I  know  not  what's  fpent  in 
thefearch:  Why,  thou  lofs  upon  lofs^  the 
thief  gone  with  fo  much,  and  fo  much,  to  find 

S  3 
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the  thief>  and  no  fatisfaftion,  no  revenge  i 

nor  no  ill  luck  ftirring,  but  what  lights  o*  my 

flioulders  ;  no  fighs,  but  o'  my  breathing;  no 

tears,  but  o'  my  Ihedding. 

"  Tub.  Yes,  other  men  have  ill  luck,  too ; 

Anthonio,  as  I  heard  in  Gcnoay — 

''  Shy.   What,  what,  what  ?    ill  luck,   ill 
luck? 

*^  Tub.  Hath  an  argofy  caft  awayj  coming 
fromTripolis. 

«'  Shy,  I  thank  Qo^,  I  thank  GcdJ— Is  it 
trw?  is  it  true? 

*^  ̂ ub.  I  fpoke  witib  fom4  of  the  failors  that 

*fcaped  the  wreck. 

"  Shy.  I  thank  thee,  good  Tutal  |— XS^hmI 
news,  good  news:    hal   ha!— Where?   in 
Genoa  ? 



**  Tub.  Your  daughter  fpent  in  Genoa^  as 
I  hecir^,  one  night,  fourfcore  duCats. 

"  Sh^.  Thou  ftick'ft  a  dagget  In  m«  :-«♦! 
ihali  Q^ver  fee  my  gold  again :  Fouffcore  du*» 
fats  at  a  Iktifig !  Fourfcore  ducats  I 

**  Tub.  There  came  divers  of  Anthonio's 

creditors  in  my  company  to  Venice,  that 
fwear  h^  cannot  chlife  but  break* 

^*  Shy*  I  am  ̂ d  of  it;  V\\  plaglie  him} 
rn  torture  him  s  I  am  ̂ lad  of  k. 

"  Tub.  One  of  them  (hewed  rite  a  ring  that 
he  had  of  your  daughter  for  a  monkey;. 

"  Shy.  Out  upon  her !  Thou  tottureft  me. 
Tubal :  it  was  my  Torquoife ;  I  had  it  of 

Leah,  when  I  was  a  bachelor :  I  would  ndft 

have  given  it  for  a  wildemefs  of  monkies. 

"  Tub.  Anthonio  is  certainly  undone. 

S4 

/ 
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..  ".  Shy.  Nay,  that's  triie,  that's  very  true: 
Go,  Tubal,  fee  jne  an  officer,  befpeak  him  a 

fortnight  before:  I  will  have  the  heart  of 
llm\y  if  he  forfeit^  for  were  he  out  of  Venice, 

icannoake  what  merchandize  I  will:  Go, 

go.  Tubal,  and  meet  me  at  our  fynagoguej 

go,  good  Tubal ;  at  our  fynagogue^  Tubal,'* 

During    this    interview  with  Tubals   Mr. 
Macklin  was  inimitable.   He  broke  the  tones 

of  utterance — ^he  was  at  once  malevolent  and 
then  infuriate,  and  then  malevolent  again: 

the  tranfitions  were  ltn£t]y  natural,  and  the 
variation  of  his  countenance  admirable.     In 

the  dumb  aftion  of  .the.  trial  fcene  he  was 

amazingly    defcriptive ;     and,    through    the 

whole,  difplayed  fuch   unequalled  merit,  as 

juftly  entitled  him  to  that  very  comprchenffve, 

though  concife,  compliment  paid  him  by  Mr. 

PoFE,  who  fat  in  the  ftage  box,  on  the  third 

night  of  the  reprefentation,  and  who  emphati- 

cally exclaimed^ — 

«  This  is  the  Jew, 

That  Shak$p£Are  drew.'* 
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This  was  a  decifive  judgment,  pronounced 

by  a  very  eminent  man,  in  favour  of  Mn 

Macklinl  At  that  period  "  The  Jew  of 

Venice'*  made  his  final  exity  and  **  The 

Merchant  of  Venice"  has  held  quiet  poflef^ 
lion  oi  the  ftage  ever  fince. 

Cijap.  xvm. 

THE  chagrin  and  mortification  that  Quin 

felt,  on  the  occafion  of  his  being  fo  far 

miftaken  ̂ with  regard  to  the  opinion  that  he 

pronounced,  refpefting  the  decifion  of  the 

public  on  the  Merchant  of  Venice^  and  on 

Macklin*s  performance  of  Shy  lock  ̂   muft  have 
been  exceedingly  great.  His  defpotic  power 

in  the  Theatre  was  diminilhing  very  faft,  and 

his  manner  of  afling  leffened  in  attraftion. 

He,  however,  flood  very  high  in  the  Ma- 

nager's eftimation,  and  poflefled  the  largeft 
falary  ever  given  in  an  Englifh  Theatre. 
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For  as  foon  as  Mr.  Fleeiiooodhxfmght  back 

the  feceders  from  the  Hay  market,  at  the  com-^ 

mencement  of  his  Manag;ement4  and  umted 

the. Performers  of  that  Theatre  with  his  own, 

he  ufed  cvexy  effort  to  make  his  comparty  fiill 

ftronger  and  more  refpeftable,  by  enttctog 

away  as  many  A£lors  of  merit  from  Covent- 

Garden,  as  he  poffibly  could.  'At  this  time 
Mr.  Quin  had  a  falary  of  300/.  a  year  from  Mr. 

Rich,  and  had  performed  at  Covent-Garden 

Theatre  for  twenty  years,  with  very  confider- 
able  fuccefs.  To  procure  fuch  a  Player,  and 

at  fuch  a  time,  was,  with  Mr.  Fleetwood,  i^ 

matter  of  great  confequence.  With  tliis 

view  he  made  2uin  an  offer  of  500i.  per 

annum.  This  was  a  propofition  as  flattering 
as  it  was  valuable  j  and  here  we  muft  do  Mr. 

2uin  the  juftice  to  fay,,  that  he  afted  towards 

Mr.  Rich  a  very  honourable  part. 

He  candidly  acquainted  him  with  the  na- 
ture and  extent  of  the  very  advantageous, 

propofal  that  was  made  him,  and  offered  to 
remain  with  his  old  matter  for  a  lefs  fum  than 

that  which  Mr.   Fleetwood  offered   to  give 
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him.  But  Mr.  Rich  fefufed  to  midke  any  ad- 

vance in  his  falary,  and  declared,  that  no 

aftor  was  worth  more  than  300/.  a  year.  Mr. 

2uin  immediately  accepted  Mr.  Fleetwood's 
terms,  and  joined  the  Drury-lane  com- 

pany. 

Some  fliort*  time  be&re  Mr.  Quin  left 
Covent-Garden  he  played  Kinq  John.  This 

Play  opens  with  pecirKar  dignity,  being  the 

toyal  audience  of  a  French  ̂ pbaflador» 
whofe  very  infolent  addrefs,  and  arrogant 

demands/  are  replied  to  with  fuch  fpirit,  as  we 

wrfh  Britifli  Monarchs  may  ever  fhew  upoA 

fuch  an  occafion.  Mr.  Bridgetvater  performed 

Hubert,  in  the  fame  tragedy,  and  very  flcil* 

fully  difplayed  the  various,  paffions  of  the  cha- 

rafter,  2uin  was^fo  pleafed  with  the  a£ling 
<>{  Bridgewuter,  who  followed,  at  the  fame 
time,  the  different  avocations  of  Co^l  Mer* 

chant  and  Player,  that,  upon  going  into  the 

green-room  after  t^e  Play  was  over,  be  took 
him  by  the  hand,  and  thanked  him  ; .  obferv- 

ing,  at  the  fame  time,  that  he  was  glad  he 
had  drawn  his  attention  from  the  coal  wharf 
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to  the  ilage: — **  for  fometimeSj  you  know, 

**  Bridge^  that,  in  the  midft  of  a  fcene,  you 

*^  are  thinking  of  meafuring  out  a  buihel  of 

"  coals  to  fome  oM  crony  that  you  are  fearful 

"  will  never  pay.  you  for  them."    . 

This  pl^y  was  got  up  about  the  fame  time 
at  DruryJane,  and  was  ably  fupported.  Mr. 

Macklin  performed  the  part  of  Pandulph^  the 

Pope's  legate.  In  the  compofition  of  this 
tragedy -S%^:/^^ar^ciifclaimed  every  idea  of 

regularity,  and  has  huddled  fuch  a  feries  of 
hiftorical  events  on  the  back  of  one  another,  a§ 

flianie  the  utmoft  ftretch  of  probability;  his 

mufe  travelled  Jightning-winged.  But  this, 
like  all  the  productions  of  the  immortal 
Bard,  abounds  with  beauties.  What 

follows,  we  think  fo  rich  a  repaft  for  poetical 

tafte,  that  we  (hould  deem  ourfelves  very 

blameable  not  to  offer  it  to  the  reader's  pa- 
late :  it  difclofes  the  method  King  John 

takes  of  working  Hubert  to  the  deftruflion  of 
Arthur. 
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*^  The  fun  is  in  tlv:  heav'n,  and  the  proud  day* 
Attended  with  the  pleafures  of  the  wofld» 

Is  all  too  wanton,  and  too  full  of  gawds 

To  grant  me  audience — if  the  midnight  bell 

Did,  with  his  iron  tongue  and  brazen  mouth, 

Sound  one  unto  the  drowfy  race  of  night : 

If  this  fame  were  a  church-yard  where  we  ftand. 

And  thofe  poffeifed  with  a  thoufand  wrongs ; 

Or  if  that  furly  fpirit,  Melancholy, 

Had  baked  thy  blood,  and  made  it  heavy,  thick ; 

Which  elfe  runs  trickling  up  and  down  the  veins. 

Making  that  idiot  Laughter  keep  men's  eyes. 
And  ftraiu  their  cheeks  to  idle  merriment : 

A  paffion  hateful  to  my  purpoles ; 

Or  if  that  thou  cooldfi  fee  me  without  eyes. 

Hear  me  without  ears,  and  make  reply 

Without  a  tongue — ufing  conceit  alone — 

Then,  in  delpight  of  broad-ey'd  watchful  day, 

I  woul4  into  thy  bofom  pour  my  thoughts." 

In  the  charaflers  of  this  play  there  is  great 

variety ; — the  Bqftard  is  an  original  and  pleaf- 

ing  oddity  j — King  John  is  a  very  difagreeable 

pifturc  of  Royalty-^ambitious  and  cruel ;  not 

void  of  fpirit  in  the  field,  yet  mean  and  irrefo»- 

lute  in  adverfity — Pandulph  is  a  fubtle,  proud, 
irafcible  Cardinal ;  he  is  a  mere  politician,  not 

incumbered  with  delicacy  of  principle,  or  the 
4 
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feelings  of  humanity.  Mr.  Mackliri  perform- 

ed this.mifchief-making  prieft  with  great  cor- 
reftnefs ;  but  it  feems  he  did  not  pleafe  2uin  fo 

much  as  Mr.  Bridgewater  did  j  for  when  ̂ uin 

was  alked  what  he  thought  of  Macklin's 
Pandulph?  he  replied,  *  That  M^x:klin,  inftead 
of  appearing  like  a  Cardinttly  looked  more 

like  a  PariJIi  Cterk  r 

The  French  King  and  his  fon  cut  but  a  poor 

figure  in  this  piece.  Prince  Arthur  is  an 

amiable  and  interefting  charafter.  The  only 

female  worth  our  notice  is  ConfiancCy  who 

feems  to  have  been  an  obje£t  of  great  con- 
cern with  the  author,  and  who  feldom  fails  to 

make-a  deep  impreffion  on  the  audience. 

We  (hall  conclude  our  notice  of  King  John 

with  this  excellent,  feafonable,  and  truly 

Britiih  remark,  uttered  by  Fakonbridge : 

«  Come,  the  three  corners  of  the  world  in  arms, 

And  we  (hall  fliock  them  I«— nought  (hall  make  us  me. 

If  England  to  itfelf  do  prove  but  true.'* 
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In  the  year  1742,  '*  The  Wedding  Dai/;' 
a  comedy,  by  Mr.  Fielding,  was  firft  ̂ one  at 

Drury-lane.  Mr.  Macklin  played  the  part  of 
Stedfaft  in  this  comedy,  and  Mrs.  Macklin 

performed  Mrs.  Ufeful;  and  the  following 

prologue,  written  by  Mr.  Fielding,  was  fpoken 
by  Mr.  Macklin  on  the  occafion ; 

**  Gentlemen  and  LaSes^-^Wt  mufl:  beg  your  indolgencey 
and  huinhiy  hope  youll  not  be  ofibnded 

At  an  accident  that  happened  to-night,  which  was  not  in  the 
ieaft  intended,. 

1  affure  you ; — ^if  you  pleafe,  your  moniey  ihall  be  returned ; — 

but  Mr.  Garrick,  to-ddy, 

Who  performs  a  principal  cbaradlerin  the  play. 

Unfortunately  lent  word»  'twill  be  impoffible,  hafing  {b  long 
apart> 

To  fpeak  the  Prologue;  he  hasn't  had  time  to  get  it  by  heart. 

I  have  been  with  the  author,  to  know  what's  to  be  done ; 

For'  'till  the  Prologue's  fpoke,  Sir,  fays  I,  we  cant  go  on, 

^  Pfhaw  I  rot  the  Prologue/'  fays  he,  *«  then  begb  without  it." 

I  told  him,  'twaa  iitnpoffiBe,  you'd  make  fach  a  rout  about  it  ̂ 

Befides,  'twould  be  quite  unpre€edented««-and,  1  dare  fay, 
Such  an  attempt.  Sir,  would  make  them  damn  the  play. 

♦*  Hal  damn  my  play!"  the  frighted  bard  replies, 

♦*  Dear  Macklij4,  yoiT  muft  go  on,  then,  and  apologize*^*— 
Apologize!  not  I;  pray.  Sir, excufe me ; 

w  2;oundsl  fomcthing  muft  be  done  j  pr'ythee  don't  refufe  me; 
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^  Fr'ythceygo  on;  tell  them^to  damn  my  play  will  be  z 

damn'd  hard  cafe. — 

**Come,  do;  you've  a  good,  long,  difinal,  mercy-begging 

face." Sir,  your  humUe  fervantj 
 
yoa're  rery  mcrry.-*

«  
Yes,"  faya 

he,  **  I've  been<>  drinking, 

•*  To  raife  my  fpirits;  for,  by  Jupiter!  I  found  'em  finkbg." 
So  away  he  went  to  fee  the  play :  O !  there  he  fits; 

Smoke  him,  fmoke  the  author,  you  laughing  crits, 

Isb't  he  finely  fituated  for  a  damning  oh,  oh,  a — ^a  fhrill 
whihee?  O  direful  yell! 

A%  Falfiaff'i^ijSy  Would  it  were  bed  time.  Half  and  all  were well! 

What  think  you  now?  whofe  face  looks  worfl,  your's  or mine? 

Ah !  thou  foolifh  follower  of  the  ragged  nine, 

Yoa*d  better  ftuCk  to  honeft  Abraham  Adams  by  half; 
He,  in  i^ite  of  critics,  caii  make  your  readers  laugh. 

But,  to  the  Prologue — ^What  fhall  1  fay  ?  Why,  faith,  in  ray fenfe, 

I  take  plain  truth  to  be  the  beft  defence. 

I  think,  then,  it  was  horrid  ftulF;  and,  in  my  humble  appie- 
henfion. 

Had  it  been  (poke,  not  worthy  your  attention* 

I'll  give  you  a  fample,  if  I  can  recoiled  it. 

Hip !  take  courage;  never  fear,  man ;  don't  be  dejected* 
Poor  devil;  he  can't  (land  it ;  he  has  diawn  in  his  head;  . 

I  reckon  before  the  play's  done  he'll  be  half  dead. 
But  to  the  Prologue.     It  began,— 
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•*  To-nSght  the  comic  author  of  to-day, 

**  Has  writ  a*— a — a  fomething  about  a  jJayj 

"  And,  as  the  bee— the  bee— (that  he  brings  by  way  of 

**  fimile)  the  bee  which  rores 

*<  Through-Trough" — ^Pihawl  pox  o»  my  iK|Cfnoryl«-*Ol 
^*  through  fields  and  groves, 

*^  So  comic  poets  in  fair  London  town, 

^  To  cull  the  flowers  of  characters,  wander  up  and  down/' 

Then  there  was  a  good  deal  about  RoiHty  Athens^  and  dra- 
matic  rules, 

And  charadcrg  of  knaves  and  connMtrs,  fku&ors  avd  .'fools ; 

And  a  f  aft  deal  about  critics,  and  good-nature^  find  iht  poor 

author's  fear; 

And,  I  think,  there  was  fomething  about  a  third  night  hppmg 

to  fee  you  here. 

•Twas  aH  fnch  ftuff  as  this,  not  worth  repeating, 
In  the  old  prologue  cant;  and  then  at  laft  concludes,  thvs 

kindly  greetingi 

«  To  you,  the  critic  jury  of  the  pit, 

**  Our  culprit  author  doth  his  caufe  fubmit ; 

**  With  juftice,  nay,  with  candour  judge  his  wit: 

*<  Give  him,  at  leaft,  a  patient,  quiet  hearing; 

**  If  goilty,  damn  him;  if  not  gmlty,  clear  hinL*' 

I 
In  the  courfe  of  this  year,  the  fatal  effcfts 

of  the  prodigal,  abfurd,  and  diffolute  condufl: 

of  the  Patentee,  whom  it  was  impoffible  to  re- 

ftrain  within  the  bounds  of  prudence  and 

oeconomy,    began    to     be    fevcrely  felt   in 
Vol.  I.  T 
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the  Theatre,  which,  till  now,  appeared  to  be 

in  the  moft  flourifhing  condition.  The  Play- 
houfe,  which  had  been  raifed  for  fome  years, 

by  the  prudent  advice,  and  wife  adminiftra^ 
tion  of  Mr.  Macklin,  to  the  moft  profperous 

ftate,  began  to  fink  rapidly  into  decay 

and  difrepute.  As  foon  as  Mr.  Fleetwood 

reje£ted  the  falutary  council  of  his  faithful  bo- 

fom  friend,  Mr.  Macklin^  by  whofe  indiefa- 
tigable  exertions  his  confequence  in  the 
Theatrical  World  was  increafed,  his  charafter 

diftingiiifhed,  and  his  patrimony  confiderably 

augmented,  ̂ lothing  but  difgrace,  debafe- 
ment,  and  along  funereal  train  of  the  tnoH  dif^ 
afterous  events  followed  in  regular  fucceffion. 

To  admonition  or  rfemonftrance  he  paid  no  at- 
tention ;  his  fenfe  of  error  was  benumbed  and 

deadened;  his  attachments  became  deeply 
rooted,  arid  his  vicious  habits,  alas !  confirmed. 

Aftferhe  had  forfaken  fome  of  the  vices 

among  the  higher,  he  entered  into  all  the  de- 
pravity of  the  lower  orders.  He  relinquifhed 

cards  and  dice,  for  pugilifm  and  buffoonery. 

This  man,  of  genteel  addrefs  and  polite  man- 
ners, of  handfome    patrimony   and  eminent 
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conneftions,  preferred  the  company  and  fci 

ence  of  BroiightoUy  of  boxing  memory,  to  the 

converfation  and  accompliihments  of  perfons 

of  the  iirft  rank  and  charafter;  the  favage 

brutality  of  the  heroic  combatants  of  Hockley* 
in  the  HolCy  and  the  Bear  Garden,  to  all  the 
eminent  virtues  and  endearments  of  civilized 

life ;  and  the  contemptible  tumblers,  fire- 

eaters,  and  rope-dancers,  to  all  the  beauties 
of  the  Drama,  and  the  performances,  of  the 

greateft  Aftor.s,  He  was  not  fatisfied  with 

fuch  intimacies  and  acquaintances  merely  \ — 
he  was  refolved  to  make  a  farther  ufe  of 

them,  and  to  convert  the  Stage  int;Q  a  place 

the  mod  defpicable  and  ridiculous  that  ever 

was  tolerated  and  countenanced  by  n  pivilizjid 

and  enlightened  Nation, 

He  brought  all  the  mummers  of  Sadler's 
Wells*  upon  his  Theatre,  and  entertained  the 

*  Thlsr  place  of  public  amufement  has  beea  fmce  conr 

iiderably  al^ered^— but,  to  the  abilities,  exertions,  and  ̂ mft 

adminiilratioo  of  Mr.  Hughes,  the  prefent  amiable  Manager^ 

are  to  be  afcribed  the  many  highly  praifeworthy  improvements, 

which  have  been  lately  made  in  the  fcenery,  machinery,  in* 

lOTal  oecopomy,  and  performances  at  Sadler's  Wells.  - 

T-2 
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public  with  fights  of  tall  monfters,  znd  con- 

temptible rope-dancers.  To  thefe  vilci  filly, 
paltry  fliew$,  to  thefe  mockeries  on  common 

decency  and  common  fenfe,  were  the  beauties 

t^Shali/pearCi  John/oUi  Otwat/f  and  Rozve  to 

^  give  rank  and  precedence*  The  (kipping  bf 
an  Harlequin^,  the  grimace  of  a  buffoon^  and 

the  menfters  of  nature  were  to  fuperfede 

tbenecei&ty  ofMacklin's  talenta,  and  Cljive's 
humour.  To  follow  up  his  favourite  amufe- 

ments,  the  receipts  of  a  decKning  Theatre  were 

not  fufficient,  and  he  was  obliged,  in  order,  to 

foppof  t  his  prodigality,  to  borrow  money  at 

an  extravagant  rate ;— The  Theatre  was  farm* 
ed  by  a  perfon  of  the  name  of  Pierfon^  who 

had  fupplietJ  the  Manager's  wants  at  different: 
times. 

Thus  was  the  Patentee  circumftanced,  and 

fuch  was  the  degraded  ftate  of  the  Stage^  and 

the  deplorable  fituation  of  the  Aftors  in  1742, 

The  Manager,  with  a  fullied  charafter,  im* 

paired  conftitution,  and  ruined  revenue,  would 
not  hearken  to  the  repeated  remonftrances  of 

Mr.  Macklinj — the  ignorant,  avaricious,  nar- 
TPW-minded  Pierforiy  w^o  was  the  treafurer;i 
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paid  fiill  lefs  regard  to  the  grievances  of  the 

Players;  the  juft  and  legal  demands  of  the 

Actors  were  treated  by  him  with  infolence  and 

contempt.  The  Theatre,  cloaths^  and  other 

ftage  ornaments  of  the  Performejs  were  fire» 

<^uently  in  the  poITeifion  of  Bailifis. 

In  this  diftrafted  ftate  of  Fleetwood's  ma« 

nagemenf,  every  circumftance  feemcd  to  in- 
.  dicate  a  fudden  failure  within,  and  to  denote  a 

xapid  advancement  towards  a  revolution: 

The  principal  A£iors  held  frequent  con- 
ferences together  concerning  the  redrefs  of 

their  grievances.  Deputation  after  deputa- 

^  tion  waited  upon  the  Manager,  and  expoftu- 
lated,  and  entreated,  and  ̂   threatened. 

Fleetwood  received  them  with  politenefs,  ac- 

knowledged his  faults  with  ingenuoufnefs/ad- 

mitted  their  claims  with  candour,  and  pro- 
mifed  reparation  with  apparent  earneftnefs. 

The  Performers  came  to  the  Manager  nrritated 
and  incenfed,  and,  after  their  interview,  went 

away  fatisfied  and  appeafed.  But  no  fooner 

had  they  turned  their  backs,  than  this  unfor 
T3 
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tunate,  infatuated  man  forgot  his  fair  pro- 
mifes^  and  returned  to  his  former  difgraceful 
conduft.  Affairs  were  now  come  to  a  crtfisj 

the  Aftors  were  tired  out,  and  the  clamours  of 

thofe,  who  had  no  means  of  fubiiftence  but 

their  weekly  falary,  became  fo  loud  and  urgent, 

that  fome  prompt  and  decifive  meafure  became 

abfollitely  necefTary  to  be  adopted.  According- 
ly Mr.  Garrick  invited  all  the  Players  to  hh 

lodgings  about  the  latter  end  of  fummer,  1743, 

and  propofed  to  them  a  plan,  which  he  had 

digefted  for  their  mutual  benefit,  and  which 

he  meant  they  Ihould  carry  into  execu- 

tion, for  the  purpofe  of  redreflSng  the  griev- 
ances under  which  they  had  fo  long  and  fo 

patiently  fuffered.  The  objefl  of  this  notable 

plan  was,  to  enter  into  an  agreement  to  fecede 

from  Drury-lane,  upon  condition  that  no  per- 

fon  was  to  accept  of  any  terms  from  the  Pa- 
tentee, without  the  confent  of  all  the  feceders. 

Mr.  Garrick  alfo  obferved  to  them,  that  he 

entertained  great  hopes  of  their  being  able  to 

procure  permiflion  from  the  Lord  Chamberlain 

to  fet  up  for  themfelves,  at  the  Opera  Houfe, 

cr  fomewhere  elfe.     He  placed  great  reli- 
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ance,  he  fald,  upon  the  humanity  ai^d  good- 
nefs  of  the  Duke  of  Grafton,  who  was  at  that 

time  Lord  Chamberlain,  and  intimated,  that 
he  was  almoft  certain  that  his  Grace  would 

be  difpofed,  upon  a  full  and  impartial  repref- 

fi^ntation  being  made  to  him  of  their  griev- 
ances find  hardfhips,  to  extend  his  favor  and 

proteftion  towards  them.  He  argyed,  that 

there  could  be  no  impropriety  in  their  laying 
th^ir  diftrefled  condition  before  the  Lord 

Chamberlain,  as  there  was  a  cafe  exa£tly  in 

pomt,  where  the  great  Betterton,  Mrs.  jBarry^ 

and  other  aftors,  were  relieved  from  the  opr 

preffive  tyranny,  of  Chriftopher  Rich,  the  old 

Patentee  of  Drury-lane  Playhoufe,  by  the  be- 
nevolent Earl  of  Dorfet,  who  had  been  for- 

merly Lord  Chamberlain. 

This  propofal  was  liftened  to  with  attention, 

and  appeared  to  embrace  the  defires  and 

wiflies  of  all  the  aftors,  except  Mr.  Macklin, 

who  was  of  opinion,  that  it  wasipuch  better  for 

them  to  go  once  more  to  the  Manager,  and  tell 

him,  in  an  open  and  manly  manner,  what  they 

intended  to  do,  before  they  took  fo  rafli  a  ftep, 

T4 
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^ild  before  they  proceeded  to  aQual  extre- 
initi^^.     He  ftarted  this  objeftion  with  the 

mtvr  of  afoufing  the  Patentee  to  a  due  fenfe 

«flli$  d^ftger^  and:  to  a  confideration  and  pro- 

•per  itedfefs  of  their  grievances,  and  in  the 
hope  of  reclaiming  him  from  his  vicious  and 

tb^minable  propcnfities.  To  this  Mr.  Garrick 

^i^Qitd,  o%  the  ground,  that  an  expofure  of 

their  plan,  was  the  direft  mode  of  throwing 

4tt  hnpediment  in  the  way  of  obtaining  re- 
drefs,  and  was  the  fureft  manner  of  enabling 

the  Manager  to  defeat  ultimately  the  objeft 

of  their  application  to  the  Lord  Chamberlain. 

In  this  opinion  Mr.  Garrick  was  fupported  by 

all  the  other  performers,  who  contended,  that 

it  would  be  the  higheft  abfurdity  to  remonftrate 

any  more  with  Mr.  Fleetwood,  and  that  his 

bafenefs  and  cruelty  towards  them  did  not 

entitle  him  to  their  candour  or  generofity» 

It  was  further  obferved  by  Mr.  Garrick,  that, 

*iTi  order  to  remove  any  fcruples  that  Mr. 
Macklin  might  entertain  in  the  bufinefs,  an 

agreefiient  fhould  be  formally  drawn  Out,  and 

knmediatety  figned  by  all  the  parties,  whereby 
it  wa§  covenanted  that  neither  of  the  cohtraft- 

ing  parties  Ibould  accommodate  matters  with 
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the   Patentee,  without  a  comprehenfion  of 
the  other. 

The  Performers  immediately  efpoufed  this 

propofition,  and  Mr.  Macklin  was  compelled 

to  yield  to  the  voice  of  the  majority.     Thus 
were  his  beft  intentions  fruftrated,  ̂ nd  thus 

were  a  fet  of  men  cajoled  into  the  defigns  of 

this  ambitious  perfon,  who  had  for  his  objeft 

not  merely  the  redrefs  of  the  wrongs  of  a  few 

Players,  but  the  interefted  view  of  aggrandiz- 
ing himfelf.     He  panted  for  an  opportunity 

to  become  a  Manager  himfelf,  and  to  wield 

the    theatrical    fceptre    uncontrouled.      He 

thought  that  he  faw  himfelf  already  at  the 

head  of  a  company,  at  the  Opera  Houfe,  and 

in  the  a£t  of  difpenfing  his  laws  and  ordon- 

nances,  to  his  underlings    and   dependants,  ̂ 
with  Kingly  Authority.     Alas  !  the  vanity  of 

human  nature  l-— But  to  return  to  the  plan. 
About  a  doxen  of  the  Performers,  the  chief  of 

whom    were,    Garricky    Macklin,    Havardy 

^erry,  Blakcs,  MillSy    and  Mrs,  Pritchardy 

Mrs.  Clive,  and  Mrs.  MUls^  immediately  en- 

tered into  an  aflbciation,and  figned  the  agree- 
ment   There  were  others  invited  to  become 
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members.  The  next  ftep  that  was  to  be  ta- 
ken after  this  feceffion,  was,  to  addrefs  the 

Duke  of  Grafton,  to  lay  a  full  ftatement  of 
their  cafe  before  him,  and  to  entreat  his  Grace 

to  lend  a  favourable  ear  to  the  prayer  of  their 

petition.  This  they  did,  and  undertook,  at 

the  fame  time,  to  confirm  every  particular  by 

Affidavit.  The  petition  was  laid  before  the 
Lord  Chamberlain,  and  an  interview  followed 

foon  after,  which  turned  out  very  unfavour^ 
able  for  the  Petitioners.  Whatever  the  mo- 

tives were  that  influenced  his  Grace,  the 

Players  were  given  to  underftand,  that  they 

had  very  little  countenance  to  expeft  from 

that  quarter.  War  had  been,  by  this  time, 

publicly  declared  between  the  Manager  and 

Aftors.  In  this  pofture  of  affairs,  the  Pa- 
tentee began  to  exert  himfelf,  and  to  coUeft 

recruits  from  all  the  ftroUmg  companies  in 

England.  Both  parties  were  now  reduced  to 

a  very  aukward  predicament.  The  feceders 

found  all  their  efforts  to  obtain  a  new  patent 

ineffeftual,  and  the  Manager  was  little  better 

circumftanced  with  regard  to  his  fre/fi  troops  ! 

The  period  at  which  the  Theatres  ufually 

open  having  sjirrived,  Mr.  Fleetwood  refolved 
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(although  perfeftly  confdous  of  his  weaknefs, 
and  of  his  utter  inability  to  exhibit  any  play.) 

to  hazard  everything,  and  to  announce  the 

reprefentation  of  The  Confcious  Lovers y  for  the 

20th  of  September,  1743.  The  efforts  of  the 

Manager's  friends,  together  with  the  curiofity 
of  the  public,  contrived  to  bring  together  a 

pretty  tolerable  audience,  and  the  perform- 

ance, though  wretched,  paffed  off  with  par- 
tial approbation. 

As  foon  as  Mr.  Garrick  difcovered  that  the 

Lord  Chamberlain  was  not  favourably  dif- 
pofed  towards  the  caufe  of  the  Players,  he 

thought  the  beft  mode  to  be  purfued  was,  to 
make  the  beft  terms  with  Mr.  Fleetwood  that 

could  be  obtained.  A  mediator  was  accord- 

ingly difpatched  on  this  errand.  The  Pa- 
tentee, diftreffed  and  deferted,  was  as,  ready 

to  liften  to  a  reconciliation  as  the  feceders  ' 
might  be.  A  negotiation  was  immediately 

fet  on  foot,  and  a  propofition  of  accommoda- 

tion was  made  by  Mr.  Garrick,  in  which  he  in- 
cluded forae  of  his  friends,  fuch  as  he  thought 

would  be  abfolutely  neceffary  to  the  Manager 

in  his  then  haraffed  condition.     This  propofi- 
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tion  was  made  without  any  intimation^  on  th© 

part  of  Mr.  Garrick,  to  the  reft  of  the  Per- 

formers refpe£tirig  its  nature  and  tendency. 

It  w^s  done  without  the  privity  of  Mr. 
Macklin,  without  the  confent  of  the  whole  of 

the  feceders,  and  confequently  in  open  viola- 
tion of  a  folemn  agreement.  As  foon  as  the 

objeft  of  this  underhand  negotiation  became 

known,  Mr.  Macklin  called  upon  Mr. 

Garrick,  and  reproached  him  in  bitter  terms  : 

he  accufed  him  of  perfidy  and  apoftacy,  and 

infifted  upon  his  adhering  to  the  articles  of 
their  agreement.  But  this  was  in  vain ;  for 

Mr.  Garrick  was  now  refolved  upon  an  ac- 
commodation with  Mr.  Fleetwood,  at  the 

expence  even  of  his  honour  and  charafter. 

The  propofition  of  reconciliation  was,  as 

might  be  expefted,  inltantly  agreed  to,  and 
Mr.  Garrick  and  a  few  others,  were  admitted 

again  into  favbur.  But  this  was  not  all — Mr. 
Garrick  contrived,  during  the  negotiation,  to 

get  his  own  falary  increafed,  and  to  procure 
the  fame  annual  ftipends  for  his  friends  that 

they  enjoyed  previous  to  their  fecefSon ;  and 
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the  reft  of  the  unfortutiate  Players,  who  had 

been  led  away  from  their  allegiance,  and  af- 
terwards duped  by  this  defigning  man,  were 

left  to  fhift  for  themfelves  as  well  as  they 

could.  Thefe  poor  people,  rather  than  ftarve, 

threw  themfelves  on  the  mercy  of  the  Paten- 

tee, who  employed  them,  indeed,  but,  at  the 
fame  time,  took  care  to  abridge  them  of  half 

th^ir  falary.  But  what  was  to  become  of 

Mr.  Macklin  ?  The  man  who  afted  through- 
out the  whole  bufinefs  with  manlinefs  and 

honour,  who  oppofed  the  feceffion  in  the  firft 

inftance,  and  who  recommended  reconcilia- 

tion almoft  upon  any  terms,  was  now  forfaken 

and  abandoned,  and  doomed  to  eternal  ba- 

niftiment  from  the  very  Theatre  that  he  had 

raifed  to  the  moft  flourifhing  condition.  And 
what  was  worfe  than  all  this,  the  revolt  of 

the  Players  was  afcribed,  by  Mr.  Fleetwood, 

principally  to  Mr.  Macklin,  whofe  ingratitude 

he  determined  to  punifli ;  for  fuch  he  termed 
his  conduft  in  this  tranfaftion. 

Now,  let  us  quote  Mr.  Davies,  the  author  of 

the  Life  of  Garrick  :  fpeaking  of  this  affair,  he 
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fays,  '^  Mr.  Macldin  had  no  inclination  to  be- 

"  come  the  fcape-goat  in  this  bufinefs,  and  he 

"  urged  Mr.  Garrick  to  perfeft  the  articles  of 

**  their  agreement,  by  which  it  was  covenanted 

**  that  neither  of  the  contrafting  parties  fhould 
"  accommodate  matters  with  the  Patentee, 

^*  without  a  comprehenfion  of  the  other. 

"  Mr,  Garrick  could  not  but  acknowledge 

•*  the  jiiftice  of  Mr.  Macklins  plea.'^  Even 
the  panegyrift  of  Mr.  Garrick  pronounces  him 

guilty ;  but,  by  way  of  extenuation,  he  goes 
on,  and  fays : 

•  ̂ i  Mr.  Garrick  offered  Mr.  Macklin  a  fiim, 

"  to  be  paid  weekly  out  of  his  income,  for 

"  a  certain  time,  till  the  Manager  could  be* 
"  brought  into  better  temper,  or  he  ihould 

"  have  it  in  his  power  to  provide  for  himfelf 
"  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  his  rank  in  the  Thea* 

"  tre.  He  obtained  a  promife  |^Mr.  Rich, 
"  to  give  Mrs..  Macklin  a  weeklj^falary  of 

"  three  pounds.  Thefe  propofals  were  ftrenu- 

•*  oufly  reje£led  by  Mr.  Macklin,  who  perfifted 
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"  in  his  claim  of  Mr.  Garrick's  abfolutely 

**  fulfilling  the  tenour  of  their  compaft." 

**  Mr.  Garrick^  notzvithjiandiiig  the  per^ 

*'  feverance  of  Mr.  Macklin,  accepted 

"  Fleetwood's  propofalsy  and  entered  into  ca- 
"  venant  with  him,  for  that  feafon,  at  a  very 

^^  conjider able  income,  I  believe  Jix  dr  feven 

"  hundred  pounds. ̂ ^  This  is  an  extenuation, 
with  a  vengeance.  Mr.  Davies,  by  way  of 

palliating  the  matter,  records,  that  Mr. 
Garrick  offered  Mr.  Macklin  a  weekly  f alary, 

to  be  paid  out  of  his  income,  till  he  could  be 

better  provided  for.  This  Mr.  Macklin  re- 

jected with  contempt,  becaufe,  if  he  had  ac- 
cepted it,  the  odium  of  the  tranfaftion  would 

t)e  removed  from  Garrick's  to  Macklin 's 
(boulders,  and  the  bafenefs  of  it  would  be 

converted  into  generofity.  Mr.  Garrick 
knew,  at  the  time  that  he  made  this  offer  to 

Mr.  Macklin,  that  it  would  not  be  accepted. 

He  was  iConfcious,  alfo,  of  the  infamy  of 
his  conduft,  and  he  wanted  to  make  ufe  of 

this  feemingly  fair  offer,  as  a  cloak,  to  cover 

the  nakednefs  of  his  criminality;    Mr.  Davies 

4 
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then  fays — Garrick  offered  Macklin  a  weekly 

falary,  "  till  the  managej^  could  be  brought 

vito  better  temper''  Who,  it  may  be  afked, 
put  Mr.  Fleetzoood  out  of  temper?  The  an- 

/wer  is  obvious — moft  certainly  Garrick,  who 

was  not  only  the  inftigator  and  promoter  of 

the  quarrel,  but  continued  to  exafperate  the 

Manager  ftill  more  againft  Mr.  Macklin,  by 

bafely  iniinuating,  that  the  Actors  would  not 

have  revolted,  in  the  firft  inftance,  if  they  had 

not  been  excited  by  Macklin.  But  then^  as 

a  compenfation,  he  wiflied  *^  to  procure  Mrs. 

Macklin  an  engagement  at  Covent-gardenl** 
Why,  this,  to  be  fure,  was  doing  a  great  deal, 

when  it  is  well  known  that  Mrs.  Macklin*s 
abilities  were  always  certain  to  procure  her 

an  engagement.  Even  the  author  of  the 

Life  of  Garrick  cannot  e:sjtenuate  his  con- 

du£l:  in  this  bufinefs.  He  afted  throughout 

with  defign  and  duplicity,  and  finiflied  the 

tranfaftion  by  bafenefs  and  treachery.  His 
behaviour,  on  this  occafion,  will  remain  as  an 

everlafting  ftain  upon  his  charafter,  and  will 

evince   to    the    lateft   pofterity,    the    manly 
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fpirit,  the- candour,  and  the  honefty  of  Mn 
Macklin. 

The  public  were  fo  much  incenfed  at  the 

flagitious  conduft  of  Mr.  Garrick,  that,  on 

the  night  of  his  iirft  appearance  afterwards, 

in  the  part  of  Bays^  in  the  Rehearfaly  he 
was  treated  by  the  audience  with  the  moft 

ignominious  contempt.  Mr.  Davies  fays — 
"  As  foon  as  Mr.  Garrick  entered,  he  bowed 

**  very  low,  feveral  times  ;  and,  with  the  moft 
"  fubmiffive  aftion,  entreated  to  be  heard. 

**  He  was  faluted  with  loud  hifles,  and  con- 

«  tinual  cries  of  'off!  off!  off!'— All  Mr. 

^  Garrick's  attempts  to  pacify  them,  were 

**  rejefted  with  difdain."  It  is  well  -known, 
that  this  perfidious  man  would  have  been 

driven  from  the  Stage,  if  the  Manager  had 
not  called  in  to  his  aid  his  friends  and  aflfo- 

ciates  from  Hockley  in  the  Hole  and  the 
Bear  Garden.  Thefe  ruffians  ̂ ere  diftributed, 

in  great  plenty,  in  the  pit  and  galleries,  armed 

with  fticks  and  bludgeons,  with  pofitive  or- 
ders firom  their  Commanding  Officer,  to  check 

the  wal  of  Macklin's  friends,  by  the  weigh- 
VOL.  I.  U 



990  TXS   tIFE    9t 

lift  «tginn«fitB  in  their  power^  .and  (otc^ 
Garrick  down  the  throat  of  the  public.  Howr 
ever  anxious  people  might  be  to  teftify  their 

fUCapprobation  of  an  A£ior's  mifcondud,  yet 
fheir  good  fenfe  would  not  fuffer  them  to  go 
^  far  as  to  ;nter  the  lifts  with  bullies  and 

braves,  and  run  the  n^qw  of  havmg  their 

heads  broke,  merely  for  the  fake  of  expref** 
fing  th^ir  diflike  of  a  Flayfiir,  in  a  public 
Theatre.  This  theatrical  tempeft  lafted  two 

flights,  but  the  obftinacy  of  the  Manager^ 
;iQd  the  weighty  argutnents  of  his  aflbciates^ 
at  length  prevailed^  and  (hielded  Mr; 
Garrick  from  the  juft  vengeance  pf  the 
Fubjic, 

Mr.  Macklk  immediately  wrote  a  panii- 
phlet,  m  which  he  laid  his  whole  cafe  before 
the  Public.  This  appeal  was  afcribed,  at 
that  time,  to  Mr.  Corbyn  Morris ;  but.  we 

fhall  prefent  the  reader  with  what  Mr.  Davies 

fays  up<Mi  the  fubjeft— *•*  The  pamphlet  was 
allowed,  by  the  anfwerer,  to  be  well  written, 
and  to  contain  in  it  a  charm  of  words.  I  have 

authority  to  fay,  that  Mr.  Morris  was  not  the 
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well  written  s  but  its  merit  confifis  in  the 

clofenefs  of  reafoning^  from  AUxHEiiTiciTr 

OF  FACTS."  Here  again  Mr.  Davies  con* 
demns  Mr.  Garrick — He  admits  the  **  au^ 

thentictty  of  facts. '^— He  makes  him  pltsci 
guilty  to  alt  the  charges  brought  againft  him 

in  that  pamphlet;  the  principal  parts  of 
which  we  have  already  ftated.  Thus  was 

Mr.  Macklin  led  into  thi^  difagireeable  con* 
tert  J  thus  was  his  conduft  mifrepf efented  ani 
mifunderftood,  and  thus  was  his  chara£ter 

traduced  and  vilified.  He  Supported  J^imfelf 

throug'hoirt  with  magnanimity  and  fortitude, 

and  retired  the  principal  lofer.in  the  con'flli^^, 
but  with  this  confolation,  that  he  had  juftifiei 

his  condu£l  in  the  eyes  ot*  the  world,  'an<f 
made  the  perilhable  infamy  of  Canick*$ 
apoftacy  immortal* 

►   * Ui2 
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BEING  difengaged  from  Drury-lane 

'  Theatre,  Mr.  Macklin  adopted  a  plan 

of*  f^pporting  himfelf,  which,  if  it  had  met 
"with  fufficient  encouragement,  would  have 
contributed  much  to  the  improvement  of  the 

Drama  and  the  Stage, 

He.coUefted  together  a  company  of  per- 
fons,  almoft  wholly  unacquainted,  at  that 

time,  with  the  bufinefs  of  an  Aftor,  among 
whom  were,  the  celebrated  Mr.  Foote^  Dr. 

If  ill,  aiid  feveral  others;  and  undertook  to 

inftrufl  them  in  the  fciencc  of  a£ling.  With 

thefe  raw  troops  he  refolved  to  turn  Manager 

immediately.  This  was  an  arduous  under- 
taking ;  but  Mr.  Macklin  was  determined  to 

furmount  every  obftacle,  and  he  executed  his 

plan  with  fuch  uncommon  promptitude  and 

fuccefs,  that  he  was  enabled  to  open  the 

Haymarket  Theatre,  on  the  6lh  of  February, 
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1744,  with  the  trajgedy  of  0/ir/&.  Thie  very 

difficult  charafter  of  the  Moor  w?is  per* 
formed,  on  this  occalion,  by  Mr,  Foote,  and 

the  part  of  lago  was  mod  ably  fupported  by 
Mr.  Macklin.  The  houfe  was  crowcted  in 

all  parts,  and  the  Performance,  for  chafteiiefi 

and  fpirlt,  exceeded  the  moft  fangiiine  ex^ 

pefhitions  of  Mr.  Macklin^s  friends. 

The  method  that  Mr.  Macklin  purfued  in 

the  inftru^ion  of  his  pjupils,  apd,  Ins.  excels 

fence  in  a6ling,  have  always  beenuniverfaUy 

admired  and  approved.  The  celebrated  Dr. 

Hill  conveys  fo  jvft  and  appropriate  a  pan^gyr 
ric  on  the  theatrical  abilities  of  jlhe  Father  qf 

the  Stage^^ih^t  it  would  be  domg  his  memory 
a  great  injuftice  not  to  infert  it  here, 

'*  There  was  a  time  when  that  extravagance, 
which  has  been  juilrecpmmendedfQrfarce^  had 

its  place  in  tragedy,  both  in  action  and  de- 
livery 5  the  gedur^s  wer:e  forced^  and  beyond 

all  that  ever  v^as.  in  ]Ratur^  ;  and  the  recitation 

was  a  i.ind  of  Ringing,  We  are  at  prefent 

.  getting  mQr?  iatp  pature,  in  playing,  and  it 
U  3 
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t^.tiblenct  tf  geflure  be  aot  quite  fiipr 

fnlfedj  we  have  no<3iing  of  the  recitatiye  of 

0ie  014  tragedy. 

^'  Ifc  i$l&  tke  hommr  of  Mr.  Maclcfiii,  tfasl 

kft  hffsm  ibis  ipreat  imprayement.  T^ere 
Twu  «  time  iie  wgs  csc^iiided  the  Theatres, 

and  fuppdrted  hisiielf  by  a  coinpaoy^  wboiq 

ht  taught  to  play,  and  fome  of  whom  aftetT 

wards  ma^e  ito  incopfidembie  figure,  it  was. 
htB  naaner  to  ehecl^  aU  the  f^ant  and  eat 

i^Bce  of  tragedy:  he  would  bid  hk  pupil 

Mt  ipeak  die  paiage  a$  he  w<^ld  in  common 

$$(,  if  lie  hmi  ocpafi<»  to  prooounee  the 

ihnie  words  s  ̂ nd  then  giving  them  taore 

fmse,  l»iit  preierving  the  fiinie  ae^eiit^  to  der 

liver  them  QA  the  Stage. 

^  When  the  FIay«r  was  fnudty  in  his  ̂ op  or 

aiocents,  he  fet  him  right  j  aod  wiA  nothing 
IQore  than  this  attention  tp  whdt  is  nat«ra}, 

he  prodaced^  out  of  ̂h0-  moft  ignorant  pei^ 

fens,  players  that  fiirprifled  every  body— the 
Montmo  mentioned  b^ont,  was  one  of  thefe;, 

and  t\M  ipftni£^iQB  was  the  f^pfurc^  of  hIPi 
merit. 



^'  Pcopkl  WQte  pkafed  with  a  fenfilde  ̂ bH- 
:viefy  on  this  little  Stage  (Haymarket)^  aod 

thofe  that  faw  that  they  were^  transferred  itt 

to  the  greater,  whareit  at  this  time  flouj&ih^ 

•and  wiU  .flqurJAfc^  as  long  as  gOod  fenfe  Kvet 

to  the  audience*  Tragedy  ha$  noiifir  no  peci> 

Itpr  ajccent  ̂ or  tone,  but  the  moil  outrageous 

ficenes  of  it  are  i^pdceji  accord^  td  .Mf> 

MackUft's  plan,  as  the  fanfie  words  would  be 
lireao^meed  m  i^ommoa  i^pctDch^  only  wMi 

fnwe  energy/' 

The  Jlitmtoitaaliudtfd  to  hy  JDr.  HilU  ̂ ^s  a 

man  of  tiiis  oarae  ̂   Fbriv,  who  ofatainied,  to 

his  own  furprize,  great  ̂ pplaufe  in  this  charao* 
tQTt  which  fcarcely  confided  of  more  than  a 

dozea  line%  bul  which*  he  fpoke>  from  Mn 

Macklin's  inftiMi^lioiiS)  wSdi  much  propriety. 
His  fuocefs  in  tins  fmaU  part  induced  one  of 

the  then  Managers  to  engage  him;  but,  iQ 

higher  cfaara^ters^  and  ̂ eft  to  himfelf^  h^foon 

loft  the  reputati0D  be  baud  ae<]^iffpid* 
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•  Whilft  Mr.  Macklin  was  thus  laudably  ex- 
erting himfelfjt  both  as  a  Manager  and  A6tor^ 

lit  the  Haymarket,  a  circumftance  occurred, 

which  afforded  him  the  opportunity  of  dit 

playing  his  abilities  to  greater  advantage  in 

another  place.  The  property  in  Drury-lane 
Theatre  being  transferred  to  new  matters, 

Mr.  Magklin  was  induced,  by  the  very  ad- 
vantageous propof^ls  that  were  made  to  him, 

to  enter  into  articles  with  the  new  Patentees!, 

and  to  relinquiih  his  undertaking  at  the 

Ha}rm^rket.  Previous  tp  his  re-appearance 

at  Drury-lane,  Mr.  Macklin  fpoke  the  fol-; 
lowing  prologue,  which  was  written  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Jiunkin   — . 

**  From  fchemingy  fretting,  hmint  and  deipairi 

Behold,  ̂ o  grace  reftor'dy  an  exil*d  player. 
Your  fandion  yet,  his  fortune  muft  cpmpleat. 

And  give  him  privilege  to  laugh  and«— — cat-— 
No  revolution  plots  are  mine  again  \ 

You  fee,  thank  Heaven  f  the  quieteft  of  men  ; 

I  pray,  that  all  domeftic  feuds  may  ceafe ; 

And,  beggar'd  by  the  war,  (blicxt  peace. 
When  urged  by  wrongs,  and  prompted  to  rebel, 

I  fought  for  freedom,  and  for  freedom  fell. 
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What  could  fupport  me  in  the  feren-ff^  fliun^  i 

I  was  no  ShadrdCf  and  no  angel  came. 

Once  warned,  I  meddle  not  with  Sute  afPairSj^ 

But  play  my  part,  retire,  and  lay  my  prayers. 

Let  nobler  fpiiits  plan  the  vaft  defign ; 

Qur  green-room  iwarms  with  longer  heads  than  mine, 

I  take  no  part ;  no  private  jarrs  foment, 

But  haflen  from  dilputes  I  can't  prevent: 
Attack  no  rival  brother's  feme  or  eafe. 

And  raife  no  ftruggles — but  who  moft  (hall  pleafe* 

United  in  ourfelves,  by  you  approv*d» 

^Tis  ours  ̂ o  make  the  flighted  mufe  belov'd— 
So  may  the  Stage  a^in  it$  ufe  impart. 

And  ripen  Virtue,  as  it  warms  the  heart. 

May  Difcord,  with  her  horrid  trump  retreat, 

Nor  drive  the  frighted  beauty  from  her  feat. 

May  no  contending  parues  flrive  for  fway, 

Bi|t  Judgi|ient  govern,  and  the  Stage  obey." 

During  the  flelivery  of  this  prologue,  Mr. 

M^cklip  was  frequently  interrupted  by  the 

plaudits  and  acclamations  of  a  crowded  audi- 
ence. The  circumftances  that  led  to  his 

re-engagejnent  at  Drury-lane,  are  briefly 
thefe : 

The  very  embarraffed  ftate  of  Mr. 

Fleetwood's   finances,   obliged  him,    in  the 
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jezT  1744,  to  idveHife  his  mortgaged  patent 

to  be  fold  before  a  Matter  in  Chancery.    At 

this  thue  Mr.  Lacy  was  Afliftant-Manager  to 
Mr.  Rich,  of  Govent-Garden  Theatre ;  and 
Mftffirs.  Gi£:efi  and  Amber,  Bankers,  in  the 

0ity,  refolved  to  buy  the  patent,  if  Mr.  Lacy 
would  undertake  to   manage  the  company. 

The  conditions  they  offered,  were,  that  they 

would  advance  all  the  purchafe-money ;  that 
Mr.  Lacy  fliould  become  a  third  (barer  in  the 

undertaking ;  and  that  he  Ihould  (when  the 

profits  enabled  him  fo  to  do)  repay  them  one- 

third  of  the  purcbafe-money.    To  this  propo- 
fal  Mr.  Lacy  confented.    Mcffrs.  Green  ̂ .nd 

Amber    paid   3,200/.    for  the    patent,    and 

agreed  to  pay  Mr.  Fleetwood  600/.  a  year 

tin  the  patent  expired.    The  patent,  howe- 

evety  was  mortgaged  for  7000/.  to  a  gentle- 
roan,  who  agreed  to  let  his  mortgage  lie,  for 

which  thep^tent  was  ttill  a  lecurity:    Matters 

bdng  thus  adjufted,  Mr.  Fleetwood  retired  to 

the  Continent  upon  the  ihipwreck  of  hrs  for- 
tune,   where  he  foon   after  died,    and  Mr. 

Lacy  entered  upon  his  Management.     The 

feft  ftep  be  took  was  to^  engage  the  beft  «nd 
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aad  mod.  approved  a&>rs.  He  accordingly 

employed  Mr.  and  Mfs.  MackHuj  and  Mr. 

Sarnfy  who  had  juft  then  made  his  firft  ap- 

pearance in  OtheUor  on  the  Dublin'  Stage. 
jMt.  Bmrjf  was,  beyond  all  doubts  one  of  the 

moft  pathetic  lovers  on  the  Etiglifli  Stage,  and 

ftood  greatly  indebted  to  the  excellent  inftruc* 
tions  of  Mr.  M^cklin. 

Whep  Afr.  Barry  ̂ ame  firft  to  Engknd/fae 

very  wifely  put  himf^lf  under  the  tuition  of 

Mr.  MacKlin,  who  fpared  no  pains  to  infiru£l 

bis  pupil  in  the  art  and  duty  of  an  A^or. 

I^efore  be  made  his  firft  appearance  at  Drury- 

)ane«  he  happened  to  walk  with  Mr.  Macklin 

in  St.  Jaines*^  Park,  where  his  agreeable  per- 
Ibn  foon  attrafted  the  eyes  of  the  people. 
When  Mr.  Macklin  was  a&ed.  Who  that  fine* 

looking  man  was  ?  he  replied,  that  he  was  an 

Irilh  Nobleman,  viz.  /4^  Earl  of  Munfier  f 

Mr.  Macklin  carried  on  the  joke  for  fome 

time,  by  the  afi]ftaiii:e  of  a  few  firiends  that 

he  let  into  the  fecrc^t ;  and»  wherever  Barry 

appeared  in  pi}blic>  l^e  was  looked  upon  as 
an  Irilh  Earl    When  he  afterwards  made  his 
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debut  on  Drury  Lane  Stage,  fevcral  of  the  au* 

dience  whifpcred  —  **  That  is  the  Earl  of 

"  Munfier  !  we  are  certain  he  is  the  Earl  of 

"  Munfier  !  for  xvefaw  him  walking  the  other 

••  day  in  St.  James's  Park  along  with  Macklin, 
'^  whQ  tQld  usfo:' 

However,  the  Earl  of  Munfier  gained 

great  applaufe  that  evening,  and  Macklin 

and  his  friends  enjoyed  an  hearty  laugh  on  the 
occafion ;  as  did  the  reft  of  the  audience 

when  they  found  out  the' jeft. — Mr.  Macklin 

played  I&go  this  feafon  to  Barry's  Othello, 
and  acquired  as  much  fame  as  he  did  in 

the  part  of  Shylock.  The  chara£ter  of  logo 

is  excellently  drawn — he  is  full  of  fubtilty, 

irafcibijity,  and  villainy-— devoid  of  every  good 

and  tender  feeling-«-^niean,  hypocritical,  and 

vindiftive-f-^bafe  enoygh  to  do  any  bad  a£tion 
iindcrhand,  biit  without  refolution  to  avow, 

or  vindicate  his  wickednefs.  In  the  repre- 
fentation  of  this  monftrous  chara6ter,  Mr. 

Macklin  ftood,  confeffedly,  without  a  compe^ 
titor.  His  excellence  in  this  part  burft  upoo 

the  audience  in  lago's  foliloquy,  which  con- 
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eludes  the  firft  aft;  it  is  a  mafterpiece  of 

villainous  machination^  and  finely  written  for 

a  judicious  Aftor — we  muft  prefent  it  to  the 
candid  reader*— 

•  I  hate  the  Moor; 

And  it  is  thought  abroad,  that  'twixt  my  (beets 
He  ha$  done  my  ofEqe  :  I  know  not,  iPt  be  true^ 

But  i|  for  mere  fufpicion  in  that  kind. 

Will  do,  as  if  for  farety.     He  holds  me  well ; 

The  better  fhall  my  purpofe  work  on  him. 

CafEo's  a  proper  man  :  let  me  fee  now : 
To  get  his  place,  and  to  plume  up  my  will, 

A  double  knavery.    How?  how ^-t- Let  me  fee-^ 

After  fome  time,  to  abufe  Othello's  ear, 
That  he  is  too  fiunillar  mth  his  wife : 

He  hath  a  perfon,  and  a  fmooth  diipofe. 

To  be  fufpe^ed ;  fram'd  to  make  women  falie* 
The  Moor  is  of  a  free  and  open  nature. 

That  thinks  men  honeft^  that  but  feem  to  be  fo  ; 

And  will  as  tenderly  be  led  by  the  noie, 
As  afTes  are. 

I  hav*t ; — it  is  engendered  :«*HeU  and  night 

Muft  bring  this  monftrous  birth  to  the  WOrld*s  Ught. 

The  diftant,  artful  manner,  in  which  lago 

enters  upon  the  grand  part  of  his  defign^  is 
admirabki      Macklio  here    difplayed  great 
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powers — he  wrought  with  grtat  judgment 

and  fH'Opriety  upoft  Othello's  opennefs  of  tern* 
per,  and  warmth  of  heart. 

The  mfidious  villainy,  and  hypocritical  dif- 

fidence, with  which  the  double  dealing  An- 
cient works  up  Othelh  to  impatient  curiofity, 

he  pourtrayed  with  fingular  ability. 

Othello* s  fpeech,  on  being  fuppofed  capable 
of  fo  illiberal  a  paf&on  a»  jealoufy,  is  ex« 

tremely  pleafmg  and  inftruftive.  This  cha- 
rafter  appeared  peculiarly  fuited  to  Mn 

Barry's/or/e  in  a£ting ;  he  happily  exhibited 
the  herd,  the  lover,  and  the  diftrafted 

huiband^ndeed>  he  rofe  through  all  the 

paflions  of  tWs  character,  to  the  utmoft  ex- 
tent of  critical  imagination,  fn  the  following 

fpeech  he  was  amazingly  great: 

'  "'  ..     Why,  why  it  thi*? 

Thtnkeft  thou  I'd  make  a  life  of  jealoufyi 

To-follow  ftill  the  changes  of  the  moon 

With  freih  fufpicions  ?  No«  to  be  once  in  doubty 

'  Is  once  to  be  refoltred  ■  '  ■ 

•*Ti^  not  to  makff  me  jealoiu, 



CHAHLES   AtA9i(f.lN.  369 

To  %  my  wife  Is  fair,  feeds  well,  loves  copputjf^ 

Is  free  of  fpeech>  fiogs,  plays,  and  dances  well  j 

Where  virtue  is,  thefe  are  mod  virtuous ; 

Nor  from  mine  own  weak  merits,  wilt  I  dkaw 

The  fmalleft  fear,  or  doubt  of  her  revolt 

For  (ke  had  eyes,  and  choie  me--*-^No,  lago, . 

rS  fee  before  I  doubt — ^Wheo  I  doubt-«--pit>ve,    , 

And  on  the  proof,  there  is  no  more  but  this, 

Away  at  once  with  love  and  jealoufy. 

Iago\  making  the  circumftance  of  the 

handkerchief,  though  apparently  infignificaiit, 

an  inftrument  of  importance,  is  admirably 
conceived. 

Trifles  light  as  air 

Are  to  the  jealous,  confirmauons  ftrong 

Asprooftof  hofywriu  ,   ■  .    - 

.  Mr.  Macklin's  fubtle  affe£latxm  of  chagrin 

at  Othello's  bc^ifterous  treatment  of  him,  and 

his  blunt '  method  of  expreifion,  in  order  to 

recal  the  Moor's  calmer  reafon,  and  to  plant 
the  dagger  ftill  deeper  in  his  heart,  went 

home  to  the  fcelings  of  every  body  that  had 

the  pleafure  of  feeing  him  perform  the  cha* 

ra£ler— '  When  fliall  wc  look  upon  hit  like 
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again!*  This  is  an  admirable  tragedy^  ind 
moft  forcibly  inculcates  an  eiccellent  moral, 

by  (hewing  the  very  dangerous  confeqUenccs 

of  permitting,  even  upon  the  moft  probable 

proofs,  that  pernicious  and  ungovernable 

paflion,  Jealouji/y  to  take  pofleffion  of  the 
human  heart. 

The  fatal  efFefts  of  this  fever  of  the  mind, 

which  Dr.  Young  moft  emphatically  calls 

"  The  Hydra  of  Calamities^'  are  admirably 
depifted  in  this  play,  by  well- wrought  paf- 
fions,  elevated  fentiments,  and  a  dreadful 

cataftrophe. 

The  Scotch  Rebellion,  in  1745,  caufed  a 

defertion  of  all  theatrical  entertainments,  and 

the  misfortunes  of  Meffrs.  Green  and  Amber, 

may  be  principally  afcribed  to  that  commo- 

tion;— for,  notwithftanding  all  the  efforts  of 
the  Manager  and  Aftors,  the  Theatre  was  but 

thinly  attended  during  the  feafon.  Mr. 

Macklin ,  commenced  author  this  year,  and 

prdduced  his  tragedy  of  Henry  VII.  or  the 

i^opijh  Impofiov^  which  is  founded  upon  the 
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well  known  ftory  of  Perkin  Warbeck.  This 

piece  is  well  plani^ed,  but  the  language  is 

rather  inelegant.  It  is  not  to  be  wondered 
at  that  the  author  did  not  fucceed  in  this 

,  undertaking,  fince  he  was  put  upon  the  fub- 
jeft  by  Mr.  Lacy,  and  allowed  but  fix  weeks 

to  compofe  the  work.  Mr.  Macklih  per- 
formed the  part  of  Huntley  in  this  tragedy, 

which  ran  fix  nights,  and  was  then  laid  afide. 

In  the  year  1746,  Mr.  Macklin  wrote  The 

Sufpicious  Hupandy  or,  the  Plague  of  Envy, 

a  Farce,  by  way  of  criticifm  on  the  comedy 

of  the  Sufpicious  Hujband.  This  piece  an- 

fwered  the  ̂ urpofe  for  which  it  was  written ; 
the  nature  and  tendency  of  the  Sufpicious 

Hujband  of  Dr.  Hoadly,  afforded  Mr. 

Macklin  ample  room  for  criticifm.  That  the 

Do£h>r's  Coniedy  is  calculated  to  exhilarate 
the  fpirits,  we  readily  admit,  but  we  are  ex- 

tremely apprehenfivq  that  it  will  not  mend 

the  heiart^ — Ranger  is  moft  affuredly  a  gilded 
bait  of  vice  for  youth  and  vanity  to  fnap 
at,  and  all  his  tranfaftions  tend,  at  leaft,  to 

inflame,  if  not  to  taint  the  imagination.     The 
Vol.  I.  X 
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hme  year  Mr.  Macklin  produced  a  new 

Farce,  entitled  "  A  mil,  or  No  Will,''  or  a 

^  N^w  Cafe  for  the  Lawycrs^^  for  the  benefit 
of  Mrs.  Macklin.  This  little  piece  contri* 
buted  to  the  novelty  of  a  benefit  night, 

and,  after  its  firft  reprefentation,  was  with- 
drawn. 

This  was  a  very  unfucccfsful  period  for  the 

Stage ;  both  the  Managers  and  Aftors  fuflfered 

materially.     It  was  during  this  feafon  of  dif- 
trefs,  that  Meffrs.  Green  and  Amber  became 

infolventj   and   the  patent   of  Drury   Lane 

Theatre  was  again  put  up  to  fale,  as  a  part 

of  the  bankrupt's  efFefts.     After  fome  trant 

aftions,  of  no    importance    to   the    public,* 
Mr.  Lacy  and  Mr.  Garrick,  having  engaged 

to  pay  off  the  mortgage  of  7000/.   and  the 

other   debts  of  the  Tlieatre,  which,  altoge- 
ther amounted  to  12,000/.  exclufive  of  Fleet- 

wood's annuity,  undertook  the  joint  manage- 
ment of  Drury  Lane  Theatre,  having  pre- 

vioufly  obtained   a  promife  from  the  Duke 

of  Grafton  of  a  renewal  of  the  patent. 
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In  the  year  1747  this  partnerfliip  com- 
menced, both  to  be  equal  fliarers,  except 

that  Mr.  Garrick  was  to  be  allowed  an  income 

of  500/  a  year  as  a  Performer,  and  fome  par- 

'ticular  emoluments  for  altering  Plays,  Farces, 
&c.  Several  of  the  moft  eminent  Performers, 

among  whom  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Macklin, 
entered  into  articles  with  the  Patentees  of 

Drury  Lane. — On  the  20th  of  September,  the 
Houfe  opened,  and  an  admirable  Prologue, 

written  by  Dr.  Johnfon,  was  fpoken  by  Mr. 
Garrick  on  the  occafion.  It  contains  fo 

many  beauties,  that  we  cannot  avoid  infert- 

ing  it  here. 

**  When  learning's  triuHiph  o*er  her  barbarous  fi>e$, 

Firft  rcar'd  the  ftage,  immortal  Shakfpeare  rofe } 
Each  change  of  many-coloured  life  he  drew, 

Exhauded  worlds,  and  then  ima^n'd  new : 
Exiflence  faw  him  fpum  her  bounded  reiga. 

And  panting  time  toil'd  after  him  in^vain. 

His  powerful  ftrokes  prefiding  truth  imprcfs'd, 
And  unreiiiling  paffion  (lorm!d  the  bread- 

Then  Jonfon  came,  intruded  from  the  fchool^ 

To  pleaft  in  method,  and  invent  by  lule ; 

X  2 
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His  fladiouf  padence,  and  laborious  aitf 

By  regular  approach  aflail'd  the  heart: 

Cold  approbation  gaTe  the  lingering  baySt 
For  thofe  who  durft  not  cenfure*  icarcc  could  praUc. 

A  mortal  born,  he  met  the  general  doom» 

But  lefty  like  Egypt's  kings,^  lafHng  tomb. 
The  wits  of  Charles  found  eafier  ways  to  fame. 

Nor  wi(h'd  for  Jonfon*s  art,  or  Shakfpeare's  flame  ; 
Them&ltes  they  ftudiedi  as  they  felt  they  writ : 

Intrigue  was  plot,  obfcenity  was  wit. 

Vice  always  found  a  fympathetic  friend. 

They  pleas 'd  their  age,  and  did  not  aim  to  mend. 

Yet  bards  like  thefe  afpir'd  to  lading  praife. 

And  proudly  hop*d  to  pimp  in  future  days. 
Their  caufe  was  general,  their  {upports  were  (fatmg^ 

Their  flares  were  willing,  and  their  reign  was  long  j 

mi  (hame  regained  the  pod  that  fenfe  betray'd. 
And  virtue  call'd  oblivion' to  her  aid. 

Then  crufh'd  by  rules,  and  weakened  as  refio'd^ 

For  years,  the  power  of  tragedy  declined  : 

From  bard  to  bard,  the  frigid  caution  crept, 

Till  declamation  roar'd  while  pafEon  flept. 
Yet  (UU  did  virtue  deign  the  (lage  to  tread, 

Philofophy  remain'd,  though  nature  fled. 

But  forc*d  at  length,  hei^  ancient  reign  to  quit. 
She  (aw  great  Faudus  lay  the  ghoft  of  wit ; 

Extdtmg  folly  hail'd  the  joyful  day. 

And  pantomime  and  ibng  confirm^  her  fwa^. 
But  who  the  coming  changes  can  prefage. 

And  mark  the  future  periods  of  the  ftage? 
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Perhaps,  if  (kill  could  diftant  times  explore, 

New^tfi&ff/y  new  Durfeys^  yet  remain  in  ftore. 

Perhaps,  where  Lear  has  rav'd,  and  Hamlet  dy*d^ 
On  flying  cars  new  forcerers  may  ride. 

Perhaps  (for  who  can  guefs  the  efFedts  of  thance  ?) 

Here  Hant  may  box,  or  *  Mahomet  may  dance. 

Hard  is  his  lot,  that  here  by  fortune  plac'd, 
Muft  watch  the  wild  yiciffitudes  of  tafte ; 

With  every  meteor  of  caprice  muft  play, 

And  chace  the  new-blown  bubbles  of  the  day. 
Ah !  let  not  cenfure  term  oilr  fate  our  choice. 

The  ftage  but  echoes  back  the  public  voice ; 

The  drama's  laws,  the  drama's  patrons  give. 
For  we  that  live  to  pleafe,  muft  pleafe  to  live. 

Then  prompt  no  more  the  follies  you  decry, 

'  As  tyrants  doom  their  tools  of  guilt  to  die : 

.  *Tis  yours,  this  night,  to  bid  the  reign  commence, 

Of  refcu'd  nature,  and  reviving  fenfe ; 
To  chace  the  charms  of  found,  the  pomp  of  fhow, 

'  For  ufeful  mirth,  and  falutary  woe,     . 
Bid  icenic  virtue  form  the  liiing  age, 

And  truth  dilTufe  her  radiance  from  the  (lage. 

The  bufinefs  of  the  Theatre  was  now  con- 

dufted  with  great  ability,  and  was  divided 

into  two  departments.  The  wardrobe,  the 

fcenes,  and  oeconomy  of  the  houihold,  were 

*  A  famous  Rope  Dancer,  and  pradtifer  of  Legerdemain 
Tricks.. 

X   3 
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fupcrintended  by  Mr.  Lacy,  while  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  treating  with  Authors,  hiring  Aftors, 

and  fupeqntending  rehearfals,  was  regulated 

by  Garricjc.    Thefe  two  men  were  fuitable 

affociates  for  the  management  of  fuch  an  im- 
portant concern.     Mr.  Garrick  was  always 

fure  of  a  fall  houfe  as  often  as  he  played, 

and  Mr.  Lacy  took  infinite  pains  to  fit  up 
the  Theatre  for  the  accommodation  and  re- 

ception of  the  Public.  Every  Aftor  was  fairly 

dealt  with,  according  to  his  demerits,  and 

the  company  throve  under  fuch  wife  regula* 

tions.      Mr.    Macklin's  "  Club  of  Fortune 

Hunters^    or    Widow  Bewitched'^  came  out 
this  feafon,  and  met  a  tolerable  reception. 

Although  Mr.  Macklin  had  juft  caufe  to 

recolleft  the  cruel  treatment  he  had  formerly 

experienced  at  the  hands  of  Mr.  Garrick, 

yet  the  noblenefs  and  generofity  of  his  mind 

prompted  him  now  to  difmifs  it  totally  from 

})is  recolleftion — and  thefe  two  mep  became 
friends  ag^ii^. 
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In  the  beginnmg  of  the  year  1748,  the 

comedy  of  "  The  Foundling,''  by  Moore> 
was  put  in  rehearfal.  This  play  fpeaks  fo 

feelingly  to  our  paffions,  fo  chaftely  to  our 

ideas,  and  fo  inftruftively  to  our  fenfe,  that 

we  wifh  it  were  oftener  performed  on  the 

Stage.  About  the  latter  end  of  February, 

this  comedy  was  announced  for  reprefenta- 

tion — it  was  caft  in  the  following  manner*^ 

DRAMATIS  PERSON-fi. 

Mek • 

Young  Belmont Mr.  Garrick 

Sir  Charles  Raymond 
Mr.  Barry. 

Sir  Roger  Belmont    . Mr.  Yates. 

Villiard        .       .       . Mr.  Sparks. 

Colonel  Raymond     . Mr.  Havard 

Faddle         .       .      . Mr.  Macklin 

Women, 

Rofetta Mrs. Woffington. 
Fidelia Mrs. Gibber. 

X  4 
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This  comedy,  thus  fupported  by  the.whole 

ftrength.df  the  company,  was  admirably  per- 

formed, and  received  the  warmeft  approba- 
tion of  the  public  In  this  play,  the  critical 

unities  are  well  preferved,  and  the  plot  lays 

proper  hold  of  fufpenfe.  and  attention.  There 

src  no  make-fliift.fcenes,  nor. any  that  are  te- 

dious— in  a  word,  there  is  much  to  be  praifed, 
and  little  to  be  cenfured.  In  the  fourth  aft, 

which  commences  with  the  renewal  of  Colonel 

Raymond's  addreffes,  and  Ro/etta's  coquet- 
tifli  raillery,  we  meet  with  the  following  juft 

defcription  of  matrimony—^*  To  fools,  it  is 

the  jewel  of  iEfop's  ̂ cock ;  to  the  wife,  a 
diamond  of  price -in  a  Ikilful  hand  to  enrich 
life ;  it  is  happinefs  or  mifery,  as  minds  are 

differently  diipofed.  The  •  neceffary  requifites 
are  love,  good  fenfe>  and  good  breeding ; 

the  firft  to  unite,-  the-  fecond  to  advife,  and 

the  third  to  comply :  if  you  add  to  thefe 

neatnefs  and  a  competency,  beauty  will  al- 

ways pleafe,  and  family  cares  become  agreea- 

ble amufements."  And  in  the  fcene  between 
Sir  Charles  Raymond  and  Faddle — where 

Sir  Charles  haying  made   the  difcovery  he 
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wanted,  difmiffes  the  parafite,  with  a  moft' 
excellent  lefture,  fo  defcriptive  of  fuch  rep- 

tiles^ and  fo  pregnant  with  inftruflive  truth, 

that  we  beg  leave  to  offer  it  to  our  readers — 

'  **  Thy  life  is  a  difgrace  to  humanity;  a 
fooli(h  prodigality  makes  thee  needy,  need 
makes  thee  vicious,  and  both  make  thee  con- 

temptible; thy  wit  U  proftituted  to  flander 

and  buffoonery;  and  thy  judgment,  if  thou 

hafl  any,  to  meannefs  and  villainy — thy  bet- 
ters, who  laugh  with  thee,  laugh  at  thee ;  and 

who  are  they  ? — the  fools  of  quality  at  Court, 
and  thofe  who  ape  them  in  the  City:  the 

varieties  of  thy  life  are  pitiful  rewards,  and 

painful  abufes ;  for  the  fame  trick  that  gets 

thee  a  guinea  to-day,  (hall  get  thee  beaten 
out  of  doors  to-morrow ;  thofe  who  carefs 
thee,  are  enemies  to  themfelves,  and  when 

they  know  it,  will  be  enemies  to  thee; 

in  thy  diflrefs  they'll  defert  thee,  and  leave 
thee,  at  laft,  to  fink  in  thy  poverty,  unre- 

garded and  unpitied ;  if  thou  canft  be  wife, 

think  of  me,  and  be  honefl." 
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The  charafter  of  young  Belmont ,  was  de- 

figned  by  the  author  to  be  a  capital  one  ̂   but, 

excepting  the  firlt  fcene,  and  that  with  his 

father,  (which  is  truly  pleafant)  and  that  with 

Sir  Charles,  he  has  nothing  to  fay  worth  notice. 

However,  Mr.  Garrick,  by  the  happy  ufe  of 

bis  qualifications,  added  amazing  fpirit  to 

this  play,  and  gave  young  Belmont  more  con- 
fequence  than  any  other  Performer.  Sir 
Charles  Raymond  is  an  amiable  chara£ter, 

and  difplays  throughout  great  juftice,  hu- 
manity, fpirit,  and  good  fenfe.  He  never 

was  in  better  hands  than  thofe  of  Barry, 

who  fupported  the  charafter  with  emphatic 

dignity,  and  melting  tendernefs. 

The  thorough-paced  villany,  rhapfodical 
foppery,  and  defigning  knavery  of  Faddle, 

were  admirably  hit  off  by  Mr.  Macklin^  who 

was  peculiarly  happy  in  marking  the  obfequi- 
ous  knave  all  through  the  piece. 

During  the  firft  and  fecond  nights  of  its 

reprefentation,  feveral  paflages  in  the  part  of 

Faddle  drew  down  the  vengeance  of  the  au- 
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dience  (and  we  think  very  properly) — The  ob- 

jeftionable   fpeeches    were    afterwards  very 

wifely  omitted. — The  author  drew  this  cha- 
rafter  for  one  Rujffely  a  yotmg  man  who  was 

admired  for  his  agreeable  manner  of  imitat- 

#ing  the  Opera  Singers.     He  was  handfome 

and  elegant  in  his  perfon,  of  moft  confummate 

affurance,   arid  'careffed  for  fome  years  by 
feveral  ladies  of  quality,  and  yet  (fa  capri- 

'  cious  is  the    fate    of  fuch  beings)  he   was 
thrown  into  the  Fleet  PrifoUy  in  his  prime 

of  life,  for  a  debt  not  exceeding  forty  pounds, 
ran  mad,  and  died  there  in  a  few  months. 

The  part  of  Rofetta  was  undoubtedly  con- 
ceived for  Mrs.  IVoJington,  and  (he  did  it 

particular  juftice.  There  was  3.jenefcaiguoi 

about  this  lady  that  rendered  her  extremely 

agreeable ;  (he  was  fenfible,  witty,  and  full 

of  vivacity ;  her  countenance  was  beautiful 

and  expreflive,  and  her  form  was  elegant  5 
flie  made  her  firft  appearance,  in  London,  at 

the  Theatre  in  Covent  Garden,  in  the  cha-^ 

rafter  of  Sir  Harry  Wildair. 
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The  eafe,  the  elegance,  and  the  propriety 

of  deportment,  with  which  .{he  reprefented 

this  gay,  ,  diilipated,  good-humoured  rake, 
fpread  her  fame  all  over  the  town,  and  the  Ma- 

nagers foon  found  it  their  intereft  to  bring  her 
forward  in  that  character  frequently.  Shortly . 

after  this,  an  intimacy  commenced  between 

Mr.  Macklin,' Mrs.--^Woffington,  and  Mr. 
Garrick,  which  cemented  into  a  partner- 
(hip  concern.  Thefe  parties  grew  fo  attached 

to  and.fp  fond  of  each  other,  and  were  fo 

diftinguifbed  and  remarkable  for  their  vari- 
ous qualifications,  that  they  formed  a  plan 

for  entering  into  a  kind  of  coalition  in  the 

way  of  their  profelfion.  With  this  view,  they 

took  a  houfe,  (now  No.  9y)  in  Bow  Street, 

and  began  trade .  This  Dramatic  Triumvirate y 

(if  we  may  be  allowed  the  expreffion,.  for 

Mrs.  Woffington  was  more  like  a  man  than  a 

woman)  undertook  the  Prefidency  of  Tra- 

gedy and  Comedy.  They  refolved  to  improve 
theatrical  tafte,  and  found  a  fchool  for  Hiftri- 

onic  Science ;  and  the  better  to  accomplifli 

their  obje£l,  they  determined  to  live  together, 

to  play  together,  and  to  put  their  money  in 
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one  purfe !  For  fome  'time  matters  went  on 
brilkly,  and  every  thing  had  the  appearance 
of  fuccefs.  The  firm  of  the  houfe  was  of 

the  higheft  refpeftability ;  their  credit  was 

very  extenfive,  and  their  receipts  confider- 
able.  But,  all  on  a  fudden,  affairs  took  an 

unfavourable  turn  j  for,  upon  calling  up  the 

books  at  the  end  of  the  quarter,  \htJlock- 
purft  was  found  deficient  fome  hundreds 

of  pounds.  This  circumftance  ciufed  a  fnore 

minute  inveftigation  of  their  income  and 

expenditure ;  the  refult  of  which  was,  that 
Mr.  Garrick  had  difburfed  the  capital  too 

freely — altercations  and  difputtes  immedi- 

ately followed,  and  this  extraordinary  kind 

of  commerce  terminated  foon  after  in  a,  dif- 

folution  of  the  partnerfhip. 

In  the  fpring  of  this  year,  Mr.  Sfieridan^ 

the  then  Dublin  Manager,  came  from  Ire- 

land to  provide  attraftive  Aftors  for  the  en- 

fuing  f<.Mfon.  This  gentleman  made  propo- 

fals  to  Mr.  Macklin,  which  were  accepted. 

The  fig -ement  was,  that  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Macklin  fnoild  be  engaged  for  two  years,  at 
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a  fafaiy  of  800/.  per  annum,  with  the  allow* 
ance  of  a  fum,  to  be  ilipulated,  for  any  new 

Plays  or  Farces  that  he  might  compofe^ 

Accordingly  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Macklin  fet  out 

for  Ireland,  and  performed  there  with  won* 
derfulapplaufe.  The  principal  charaSers 

that  he  played  during  his  engagement  in 
Dublin  with  Mr.  Sheridan,  were  Shyhck^ 

Scrub,  Sir  Paul  Pliant,  Sir  Gilbert  Wrangle, 

Xc.  Sc.  but  Mr.  Macklin  did  not  afl:  long 

under  the  management  of  Mr.  Sheridan 

before  feveral  •  difputes  took  place  between 
them,  which  at  length  terminated  in  a  law 

fuit.  We,  (hall  here  prefent  the  reader  with 

Mr.  Macklin's  own  account  of  this  tranfac- 
tion,  copied  verbatim  et  literatim  from  his 

Memorandum  book,  now  before  us-—"  Mr. 

**  Sheridan  brought  over  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

"  Macklin  from  London,  and  difcharged 
^^  them  in .  the  middle  of  a  feafon,  without 

"  giving  them  any  notice,  or  without  af- 

"  iigning  any.  caufe^  and  at  the  fame  time 

"  refufed  to  pay  Mr.  Macklin  the  money 
"  that  was  due  to  him,  which  was  800/.  ac- 

"  cording  to  an  agreement.  Mr.  Macklin  filed 
3 
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**  a  Bill  ia  Chancery  againft  him,  on.  wfcich 

"  Mr. -Sheridan  paid  300/.  into  Court,  and 

"  Mr.  Macklin  took  that^fum  rather  than 

"  be  detained  unemployed  in  Ireland,  or 

"  wait  the  event  of  a  Chancery  fuit.'* ' 

At  the  time  that  Mr.  Sheridan  engaged 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Macklin  in  London,  he  alfo 

engaged,  in  the  mufical  way,  Mr.  ajid  Mrs. 

Lampe^  Signior  Pafqualij  Mr.  Sullivan^  Mr. 
Howard,  Mrs.  Storer,  and  Mrs.  Mozeen. 

All  this  mufical  party,  Mf.  Viftor  fays, 

were  articled  for  two  years.  With  regard 

to  Mr.  Lampe  and  his  wife,  we  alfo  find  that 

Mr.  Macklin  writes  thus — ^^  the  fame  kind 

"  of  treatnient  Mr.  Lampe  received  ref- 

'^  pefting  his  agreement  with  Mr,  SSieridan 

^^  for  his  own  performance,  as  a  Mufician 

"  and  Compofer,'andhis  wife*sas  a  Singer. — 
**  Mr.  Sheridan  quarrelled  with  them — he 

*^  would  only  pay  what  part  of  the  agree- 
**  ment  his  own  equity  thought  proper, 
^^  which    Mr.    Lampe,   like    Mr.   Macklin, 



S20  THE    tIFE   OF 

^'  adcepted^    rather  than  abide   the    diftant 

"  event  of  a  Chancery  fuit  in  a  ftrange  Country. 

/*  He  quarrelled  in  the  fame  manner  with 

"  the  Mitchels,  DiggSy  Mojbp^  Barry,  Bellamy, 

"  Lee,  and  Montgomery.*' 

In  the  year  1749,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Macklin 

left  Dublin  in  confequence  of  this  difpute 

with  Mr.  Sheridan,  and  returned  to  England* 
Soon  after  this  Mr.  Macklin  became  the  Ma- 

nager of  a  very  excellent  Company  of  Come- 
dians at  Chefter,  where  he  performed  with 

confiderable  fuccefs.  His  engagement  at 

Chefter  being  over,  he  fet  out  for  London, 

where  he  arrived  during  the  contefted  election 

fpr  the  City  of  Weftminfter,  when  ZA>rd 

Trentham  and  Sir  George  Vandeput  were 
candidates.  We  have  often  heard  Mr. 

Macklin  relate  a  very  curipus  anecdote  re- 

fpefting  this  contefted  eleftion,  which  we 

fliall  beg  leave  to  infert  here : 

The  late  Dr.  Barrowby,  who  was  Mr, 

Macklin*s  particular  friend,  interefted  himfelf 
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very  much  in  favour  of  Sir  George  Fandeput, 

who  was  nominated  in  oppoiition  to  the  Court 

party.  .  At  this  period,  the  Do6lor  had,  for 

fome  weeks,  attended  the  noted  Joe  Weatherby, 

mafter  of  the  Ben  Jon/on's  Head,  in  Ru^Iel* 
ftreet,  Covent-garden,  who  had  been  greatly 
emaciated  by  a  nervous  fever.  During  the 

Doctor's  vifits,  the  patient's  wife,  not  know- 

ing that  gentleman's  attachment,  had  fre- 
quently expreffed  her  uneifinefs  that  her 

Joey  could  not  get  up  and  vote  for  her  good 
friend.  Lord  Trentham.  Towards  the  end  of 

the  eleftion,  when  very  uncommon  means 
were  ufed  on  both  fides  to  obtain  the  fuf- 

frages  of  the  people,  the  Doftor,  calling  one 

morning  on  his  patient^  to  his  great  aftonifli* 
ment  found  him.  up,  and  almoft  drefled  by  the 

nurfe  and  her  affiftants.— "  Hey-day !.  whafs 

the  caufe  of  this  ?''  exclaims  Barrowby,  "why 
would  you  get  out  of  bed  without  my  direc- 

tions ?" — ^**  Dear  Doftor,"  fays  poor  Joeyi  in 

broken  accents,  "  I  am  going  to  poll." — ^^  To 

poll  !*■  replies  the  Doctor,  with  great  warmth, 
(fuppofing  that  he  efpoufed  the  fame  fide  that 

his  wife  did),  "  going  to  the  devil  you  jneanj 
Vol.  L  Y 
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Why,  do  yon  not  know  that  the  cold  air  mud 

'dcftwy  you  ?  Get  to  bed,  man  ;  rget  to  bed  as 

•faft  k$  you  can,  or  immediate  death  may  enfue.'* 

r— "  Oh  i  Sir,  if  thatis  the  cafe,'*  retiirns-the  pa- 

tient, in  faltering  accents,  **  to  be  fare  I  "muft 
ti&  as  you  advife  me  ;  but  Plove  my  counti^y, 

Sir,and  thought,  while  ray  wife  wds  out,tofeize 

this  opportunity  to  -go    to    Covent  Garden 

<?hurch,and  vote  for  Sir' George  Vmdepiit'' — 

"'How,  Joey,  for  Sir  George  ?"— '*  Yes,  Sir  j  I 

'wHh'hlm  heartily  ̂ elK" — ^**  Do  you?*'  fays 

the  Tfinedical  politician.    "Hold  !  nuffe ;  don't 
^pnllofF  his  ftockings  again;  let  ihe  feel  his 

Ipnlfe.-^Key !  vefy  ̂ ell ;  a  good  firm  ftrcHce ; 

: egad,  this  wiitiio  j  you  irook  the  pills  I  order- 

iA  idft  'night?*'—"  Y«s,  Doftbr;  but   they 

.'fhade  nie  "^ery  fick." — "Aye,  To  inach  the 

t  tetter.  How  did  yourraifter  fleep,  nurfe  ?"— 

•*  O,    charmingly,   Sir,"    replies    the    nurfe. 
^*  llMd  he  ?   Weli,  if  his  mind  be  uneafy  about 

^ihis'eleftion,  he  hilift  beiiadudged ;  difeafes  of 
flh^teitid^atiyaffefithofe  of  the  body,  Come> 

-.*ome,'throw  a  great  omt  or  a  blanket  about 
•  him;  it'is  a^fine  day ;  blit  the  fooncriier goes 

^  Af€j  better  \  thiB  fan  will  be  4o wn  Very '  fxjonv^ 
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■Here,'heFe,'lift'hini  up;  adad  !  ajidewffldo 
him  good  i^he-fliall  go  with  me  to  the  HdAiitgs 

m  my  chariot/'    The   Doftor  was  'dlrdftfy 
'Obeyed,  and  poor  Joe  ̂   Weather  by  was  "cairri^d 
in  the  chariot  to  the  place  of  poll,  where  he 

tgave  his  voice  according  to  his  confcienc^, 

amidft  the  acclamations  of  the  people,  and, 

two  hours  after  his  phyfical  friend  bad  left  him 

at  hisownhoufe,  abfolutely  departed  this  life, 

loaded  with  the  reproaches  of  his  beloved 

wife,  and  her  friends  <3f  the  Court  party. 

In  the  winter  of  1749,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Mackiin  were  engaged  at '  Covent  -  Garden, 
and  Mr.  Barry  and  Mrs.  Gibber  being  ill- 

treated  by  Mr.:  Garrick,  deferted  from  Drury 

-Lane,  and  were  employed  by  Mr.  Rich;  who, 

at  the  feme  time,  ftrenglhened  his  Company 

by  the  valuable  addition  of  Mr.  Quin  arid 

^Mrs.  Woffington. 

The  Houfe  opened  on  the  24th  September, 

with    The    Mifer.      Mr.    Macklin,    played 

Lm)egoldy\.o  a  brilliant  audience,  and  gained 

woaderfal  appkufe,  and  ̂ Mrs.  Macklin  per- 
Y  2 
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formed  Lappet^  with  her  accuftomed  ability. 

Early  in  Oftober,  a  very  remarkable  con- 
teft  took  place  in  the  Theatrical  World. 

The  Tragedy  of  Romeo  and  Juliet  was  pe^y 

formed  at  both  Houfes  for  twelve  nights  fuc- 
ceffively.  The  lovers  at  Covent  Garden  were, 

Barry  and  Gibber,  while  Mr.  Garrick  and 

Mifs  Bellamy  fupported  the  fame  charafters 

at  Drury  Lane.  In  Borneo  and  Juliet  the 

author  has  taken  very  unufual^  and  very  fuc-^ 
cefsful  pains  with  his  female  character.  The 

plot  is  romantic  and  irregular,  the  charafters 

oddly  conceived,  and  ftrangely  jumbled,  and 

the  fcenes  are  very  unequal  in  point  of  mat- 
ter; fome  are  extremely  infignificant,  and 

others  enchantingly  beautiful ;  the  unities  are 

violently,  yet  not  ofFenfively,  broken ;  and  the 
cataftrophe  is  equal,  if  not  fuperior,  to  any  in 

the  Englifh  Drama.  With  refpeft  to  moral, 

fome  very  inftruftive  leffons  may  be  drawn 

from  this  piece :  firft,  from  the  Lovers,  that 

difobedience  in  Children,  or  doing  what  they 

know  is  totally  againft  parental  inclinations, 

brings  on  a  train  of  perplexities,  and  produces 

the  moft  fatal  confequences : — Parents  may 
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karn,  that  family  quarrels  are  not  only  unfocially 

abfurd,  but  pregnant  with  mifery  to  themfelves 

and  their  offspring ;  they  may  alfo  perceive 

that  compelling  youth  into  the  matrimonial 

ftate,  is  an  unnatural^  dangerous  exertion  of 

authority;  and  Duellifts  may  infer  from  fiery 

Tibalfs  fall,  that  the  fword  of  Fate  hangs  fuf- 

pended  by  a  thread  over  a  turbulent  difpoiition. ' 

The  hero  of  this  Tragedy  is  veiled  with  very 

warm  paffions,  with  much  love,  and  what,  in 

that  cafe,  may  well  be  expefled,  little  pru- 
dence. Romeo  fixes  his  afFe£tions  upon  Juliet^ 

and  determines  to  have  her  at  any  rate ;  the 

two  valuable  qualifications  of  courage  and 

friendfliip  he  feems  happily  poffeffed  of  j  but, 

upon  the  whole,  (hews  rather  an  amiable  than 

a  great  mind;  ardent  in  affeSion,  vehement  in 

rage,  poignant  in  grief: — thus  equipped,  and 
fo  circumftanced  as  he  is,  it  is  not  to  be  won- 

dered at,  that  he  affords  a. fine  opportunity  to 

an  A£lor  for  the  difplay  of  his  talents  upon  . 

the  Stage.  The  reputation  of  Mr.  Barry  and 

Mrs.  Gibber  was  raifed  to  the  higheft  degree, 

by  their  fcenes  of  tender  love  and  pathetic 
Y  3 
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dilto&fe:in^  this.  Playv  At  the  time  of  this  eon-^ 

teft,  the  opinion  of  the  Public  was.  much  'di- 
vided, wrth  regard  to  the  merits  of.  the  Per^ 

fermere?-— though  the  people  rar.,  at  iirft;  in 

(sravMi^  to  dfeidib  and  criticife  uponrthe  A^ora 

ipj  this  Tragedy,  yet  there  were  many  wha 

T^ere  highly  incenibd^  at  the  condu£^  of  th« 

]^dn»gers3  by  being  obliged  to. give  up:  the 
diverfion  of  the  Theatre  for  almoft  a  fortnight, 

oj^  elfe  be  under  the  neceffity  of  feeingi  the 

fame  play  repeatedly,  The  Patentees.^  loflr 
very  confiderably  by  this  flpaggle  for  Giperin 

ority,  fbr  they  often  played  txx  thin  or  mad$r> 

up  audiences'.  We  have  oftea  beard  Mrt. 
Mlicklin  declare^ that  M^,  A^rry wasthe  bci^ 

Bbmea  he  ever  faw ;  an4  that  Mr,  Garrick  was 

ttol  atall  qualified  for  the  part.  The  arnqrous; 

harmony  of  Mr.  Barry's:  ffcaturesj  his  melting 
^es,  anji:  tmequalled:  plaintivenqfs'  of  voice^ 
artd  his-  fine  graceful  figure,  gave  him  very 

^at  fi^jeriority  over  Mr.  Garrick  m  this  con- 

tttfrv  Mr.  Barry  was  confeffedly  the  heft- lover 

liiat  ever  app&ared  on  the  ftage.  In- the  gar*- 
den  fcenes  of  the  feoond  and  fourth  aft,  and  in 

tbe.tpmb  fcone,  he  was  fuper-^minently  great 



and  afFefting :  indeed,  he  bore  away  the  palm 

from   Mr.   Garrick  in  this  part ;    but  Mrs. 

Gibber's  ftrength   failing,  arK)ther  Play  was 
obliged  to  be  announced  at  Govent  Garden, 

whigh.  enabled  Mf .  Garrick,  as  Mx.  I{>pvirs 

fays,  '  if  he  cji4.  not  abfoliitj^ly  qonqu^  tJig 

enemy,  to  ke^p.  the  figld,  ancj-  tp  plpfp  tfeq, 

long  conteft  with  a  diverting  Epilpgijfi,  ̂ ^icl^, 

vji^as  fpoKen  by  !N^.  Clive/    T^hie,Ql^rfl%i:  qfi 

I^rcutiq^  tjhat  pecjuHar.  offspring  ojj  ljpiirij[;e4. 

imaginajtion,  wasa(|mii;ably  fupportie^:  by  Mr. 

IVfafjkli^  op.  t^  occafipn,     Thi^  THfatKil^al: 

N^ftor  pi;elj?r4recJi  ia  this,  ̂ ^  w^H  a^  all  other 

chara^ters^  1^^  aythp^'s  f^n£^  critipally^  ̂ r^^ 
^as  a$.  whin^ff pal  as,  ̂   ̂ uthpr.  could  wiih.; 

and  Mii:s-  JV^acy^p  was  ̂ ^  p^^ulap,!;  a  Nurfi?  as., 

ever,  was  feen.    Thje  reviyal,  oJ^  Th^  ̂ ^^^fal 

this  feafop,  by  M?-  Macklin^  w%s  p?,9ula^r;Ijr 

beneficial  to,  the  t:j:eafwy,  apd  HhSirQUb^nt 

Wnanglc   wa§   a    fine  fpwiitieo.  o^  <?j»t>it^ 

Y  4 
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C^ap.   XX. 

THE  next  Play  that  was  got  up  this  year 
at  Covent  Garden  was  Othello^  in  which 

Bany  and  Macklin,  and  Quin  and  Ryan,  play- 
ed alternately.  When  Barry  aOted  Othelloy 

MackKn  was  the  lago ;  when  Quin  played 

Othello,  Ryan  performed  lago.  Here  again 

Mr.  Macklin  pronounced  judgment  in  favour 

of  Mr.  Barry y  who,  he  faid,  did  not  *  o'erftep 

the  modefty  of  nature,'  when  he  exhibited  the* 
extravagant  paffions  of  the  Moor.  The  external 

appearance  of  Mr.  Quin  w-as  not  calculated  to 
engage  Defdemona:  his  peffon  was  clumfy, 

his  declamation  heavy,  his  paffions  bellowing, 

his  emphafis  afFefted,  and  his  under  ftrokes 

growling.  He  was  accuftomed  to  play  Othello 

in  a  large  powdered  major  wig,  which,  with 

the  black  face,  made  fuch  a  magpye  appear^ 
ance  of  his  head,  as  tended  more  to  make  the 

people  laugh  than  cry.  Mr.  Ryan  was  as  far 

behind  Mr.  Macklin  in  lagOy  as  Quin  was  in- 

ferior to  Barry  in  Othello,    In  his  plaufibility 
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and  eafe  he  was  very  commendable ;  but  he 

appeared  very  deficient  in  defign, 

Mr.  Garrick  once  took  it  into  his  head  to 

play  Othello,  and  in  a  Moorifti  drefs ;  an  al- 
teration which  was  not  only  abfurd  in  the  ex- 

treme, as  it  muft  naturally  be  fuppofed  that  a 

Venetian  General  would  ufually  wear  a 
Venetian  habit,  but  as  it  tended  to  make  his 

own  figure  more  petit  than  it  really  was, 

which  was  quite  unneceffary.  After  the  per- 
formance was  over,  a  gentleman  called  upon 

Mr.  Quin  to  give  him  an  account  of  it,  when 

the  latter,  with  the  utmoft  good  humour,  ex- 

claimed, ^'  You  muft  be  miftaken,  my  dear 
friend,  the  little  man  could  not  appear  as  the 

Moor ;  he  muft  rather  look  like  Defdemona^s 

little  black  boy,  that  attends  her  tea-kettle.** 
And^  indeed,  this  obfervation  of  Mr.  Quin 

was  not  merely  a  witty  impromptu,  but  it  was 

founded  in  truth  %  for  the  great  Rofcius,  not 

feeling  himfelf  equal  to  the  part,  and  con- 
fcious  of  the  degradation  of  his  figure  in  the 

cbarader,  never  ventured  to  perform  it  again. 
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Jfith^  hiflrory  of  t^.  Stage>  there  is  fcarcely 

any  thing  more  fingula|-  than  th^  circum*- 
ftances  which  have  attended  the  performance 

ofjtljis  ch^r^^ler^  by  a  perfoo  b£  the  name  of 

Stf\fikfins^  ̂ ^  buttoo-maker,  who  refided  in 

JRdtfrjnq/itr  B^m.  Mr.  Sarnuel  Stephens  had 

bceo  for  i&any  yeara  a.  conftant  attendant  at 

the  Theatre^  and  efpeciallyat  that  period  when 

Mn  Booth-.  aSed  the  principal  chara£lers  in. 

Xfdgedy..  Among  his.acqua^ntaoces  he  bad  fre^^ 

queqtly  repeated  ipeeches^  or  favourite  portions 

o£  Plays,  efpecialiy  fr^m  Otkeltot.  He  wastoM 

b§r' lus  fiiends,  that  his  voice  refen^bted  that  of 
Mr.  Booth,  both  in  firex&glih^  and  melpdy,  and 

hia  imitajbion.  of^that  great  a&or's  manner  was 
juft,  afr  well  as  plea&g.  il&  was,  at  length, 

templed  to  make  an  ofiEecof  bisiecvices  to.Mr^ 

Rioh^  who.  had  juftloft  has  great  Tragedian,. 

Mc.  Quin^  who  bad  le&  his  old,  mafier,  and' 
was  engaged  at  Dsury.Lane.  Ii^oonfequence 

o£  fome  temporary  agreement  with  Mc.  &ich« 

Stephens^  ventured,  in  1724,  to  perform  bistfib 

v^oiu^ite  chara£kr  of  (Mello. 
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His  figure  was.  not  unfuitable  to  th^  part, 

amiii>e  hadj  by  clofe  ajttentian,  acquired;  foipe* 

of  Mr.  Booth's  happy,  tones.  The  audience 
were  equally  ftirprifed-  and  deligjhted  at'  the 
perfarmance;  and,  during  that  paffionatC' 

-  fcene  l^etween  the  Afoor  and /ag^a,  in  the  3dJ 

aft,  the  pit  cried  out,  **- Bravo !  bravo!  better' 
thahi  ̂ uinJ  better  than,  Quinf  For  fix  or; 

fevenf  nights  fucceffively,  this  ma«  drew  aften 
him  veiy  large  audiences.  During  this.timo 

Mr.  S^iin  avoided,  going  to  the  Gbffee  Houfet 

that  be  ufuajly  freq,uented,  left  h§  (hould  be? 

affronted  by  the  loud;  praife&  beftojwed.  uppn> 
the.  buttofi^mak&r.  However^  the  qbarro.  \^aA 

not  wound  up  fo  powerfully  a^  to  Iftft  lQi>g ;, 

jRiV; A,  either  through  niiftake  ordefign,  per- 
fuaded  the  new  Aftox  to,  choofe  Polydore,, 

in. the  <Di?phanj  fori  his  fecond  charafter,.  thanj 

which  nothing  couldhav^beenmore  ill^advifed;. 

Stephens  was  in  form,  bulky;  in  the  manage- 
ment of  his  voice,  aukward,  and  advanced 

beyond  bi&  fortieth  year.  This^  aft  of  iiidif- 
cretion  was  eqMally  hurtful  to  the  Aftor  a^n4. 

Manager/.  The  ladies,  more  efpecially,  were 

difpleafedi  with  fu(?h  a  njifreprefenta^ion  of;  ̂ 
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young,  gay  libertine,  dreffed  in  a  large  full-bot- 
tomed wig,  and  redftockings,  though  they  had 

been  laid  afide  by  all  the  faftiionable  peojple  for 

fome  time  ̂   but  Mr.  Ryan's  predileftion  for 
that  colour  kept  them  too  long  on  the  Stage. 

However,  the  audience  did  not  forget  the 

pleafure  that  Stephens  aflPorded  them  in 

Othello  ;  they  forbore,  on  that  account,  from 

fliewing  any  marks  of  difpleafure  to  his 
Polydore.  To  recover  the  good  opinion  of 

the  public,  he  was  forced  to  hide  himfelf  in 

his  black  vifor  again.  Stephens  afted  feveral 

chara£lers,  particularly  the  Duke  of  York,  in 

Richard  11.  with  fome  degree  of  approba- 

tion ;  but,  as  he  never  came  up  to  his  firft  at- 

tempt, he  declined  gradually  in  the  public 
eftimation.  He  ended  at  laft  in  an  Itinerant 

Player.  His  laft  Stage  was  Bath,  where  he 

died  in  1764,  refpefted  for  his  general  good 
behaviour. 

The  fame  of  Mr.  Macklin  was  now  fpread 

abroad,  and  his  merit  as  an  Aftor  was  uni- 

verfally  allowed  and  admired.  He  was  con- 

fidered  to  be  the  only  perfon  that  had  reduced 
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Acting  to  a  fcience,  .and  Performers  were  im- 

proving every  day  by  his  advice  and  inftruftions. 
But  his  Dramatic  Leftures  were  not  confined 

folely  to  perfons  employed  on  the  Stage. 
People  of  the  firft  rank  and  chara6ter  became 

his  pupils,  and  profited,  in  an  eminent  degree, 

by  his  mariner  of  teaching  elocution,  till  then 
unknown  in  Dramatic  Science. 

In  the  year  1751,  fome  ladies  and  gentle- 
men of  fafliion  became  defirous  of  performing 

in  public,  in  order  to  difplay  their  own  ac- 
quirements and  abilities,  and,  at  the  fame 

time,  to  give  an  inconteflible  proof  of  Mr. 

Macklin's  eminence  in  Theatrical  Inftruc- 
tion.  A  Play  performed  on  the  common 

Stage,  by  perfons  of  diftinftion,  is  an  inci- 
dent that  this  nation  has,  perhaps,  the  honour 

of  having  firft  produced  to  the  world.  Some 

gentlemen,  long  celebrated  for  their  tafte  and 

accomplifhments,  were  determined  to  give 

their  friends  and  acquaintances  an  uncom- 
mon entertainment,  and  to  do  it  in  an  uncom- 

mon manner.  Theatrical  performances  had 

been,  at  that  time,  often  exhibited  by  charac- 
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•lers'iti  the  upper  circles,  and  always  with  (iic- 
cefs;  but  theapparattts  of  a  regular  Theatre 

'had  been 'Wanting  in^allthofe  reprefentations, 
•and  the  Whole  had  been  gredtly  huf t  by  thdt 

deficiency.  The  juft  -fenfe  that  the  perfens 
'Who  w^re  at  the  head  of  this  fcheme  enter- 

•tjaine<i  of  thmgs,  could  not  foifer  liiem  to 
think,  that,  if  the  Aftion  itfelf  were  riOt  blame- 

able,  the  place,  on  this  occafion,  could  not 

'make  it  fo;  nor  could  their  fpirit  fubmit  to 
their  doing  any  thing  imperfeftly,  either  for 

•  the  want  of  the  neceflary  expence,  or -of  the 
courage  to  do  what  was  no  way  really  excep- 

tionable, though  out  of  the  comtnpn  road. 

They  hired  the  theatre  at  Drury-lane,  for  the 

night;  they  gave  their  friends  as  many  tickets 

as  would  fill  it,  and  exhibited  their  Perform- 

ance with  ̂ 11  the  pomp  and  decoration  of  the 

moft  regularly  concerted  entertainment  of  the 
kind. 

As  but  a  thoufand  people  could  be  happy 

enough  to  fee  this,  out  of  twenty  thoufandthut 

defired  it,  very  wife  arrangements  were  adopt- 
ed by  the  Managers  to  render  every  thiwg 
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commoyious'and  agreeable  to  the  aiifliencfe. 
^It  is- greatly  to  the  Tionour  of fhofe  gerittem^h, 
i:liat  tlie  tickets  were  {<>  carefully  difpofefd  of, 

that  the  women  of  the  toWn,  who  can  very 

feldOHi'be  kejit-out  of -any  place  q{  enHef^taiti- 

ment,  who  find  -their  wiav  into  the  box^s  of 
the  Opera,  the  pit  at  the  Oratorio,  and  the 

private  Mafquerades  of  the  JtrJiNobiiity^^rid 
who  had,  at  leaft,  ten  times  as  much  itiind  to 

this,  as  they  ever  could  have  to  anyof  thofe  en- 

tertainments, yet  found  no  poffibility  of  admit- 
tance. The  Conduftors  of  the  plan  knew  that 

every  part  of  the  houfe  would  be  full  of  perfons 

of  the  firft  fafhion,  and  they  paid  them  the  jufl 

and  fenfible  compliment  of  keeping  all  impro- 
per people  from  among  them.  The  tickets 

-expreffed  no  particular  part  of  the  Houfe, 
fo  that  thofe  only  who  came  firft  had  the 

advantage  of  the  beft  places :  by  this  means 

the  whole  Houfe  was  filled  with  equally. good 

company  :  and  half  a  do:?;en  Stars  glittered  for 

the  firft,  and  probably  for  the  laft,  time,  in  the 

^  iipper  gallery.  Part  of  the  Royal  Family  did 

them  the  honour  of  filling  the  Stage  Box,, 

and  every  corner  of  the  Houfe  befides  glittered 
3 
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with  diamonds  and  embroidery.  The  accom- 
modations were  fit  for  the  company^  the 

band  of  mufic  was  a  very  fine  dne^  and  the 

houfe  was  in  every  part  illuminated  with 

wax-lights :  the  fcenes  were  proper,  as  well 

as  beautiful  -,  and  the  drefles  not  only  magni- 
ficentj  but  well  fancied,  and  adapted  to  the 

characters.  Of  helloes  was  a  robe,  in  the  fafhion 

of  his  country  j  Roderigo^s  an  elegant  mo- 

dem fuit,  ?sA  CaJJio's  and  lago's  very  rich 
imiforms.  • 

The  play  was  caft  in  the  following  man- 
ner: 

Men. 

Qthello  .  •  Sir  Francis  Delaval. 

lago  .  •  ]^^^  Delaval,  Efq. 

Caffio  .  .    Delaval,  Efq. 

Brabantio  and  Lodovico  Sim.  Pine,  Efq. 

Roderigo  .  •  Capt.  Stephens. 

Women.  •    . 

Defd<:monai 

iEmilia 

Mrs.  C^uon. 

Mrs.  Stevens. 
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The  terrors  of  an  Audience  to  perfons  not 

accuftomed  to  fpeak  in  public,  are  not  to  be 

got  abfolutely  over  by  all  the  refolution  in  the 
world.  It  might  eafily  be  perceived,  that 

every  one  of  the  Performers  laboured^  in  fome 

degree,  under  the  efFeft  of  fear.  The  ma- 
nagement of  the  voice,  in  adapting  it  to  the  . 

(pace  it  is  to  fill,  is  another  circumftance  alfo, 
to  which  thofe  Performers  muft  have  been 

:  perfect  ftrangers.  A  public  rehearfal  on  the 

Stage  could  have  done  nothing  towards  in- 
forming them  in  this  point,  iince  the  fame 

houfe  empty,  and  filled  with  an  audience,  is, 

in  this  refpefi,  a  perfectly  dififerent  place. 

If  we  weigh  thefe  circumftances  toge- 

ther,, we  (hall  fee  the  infinite  difadvantages 

with  which  thefe  gentlemen  fet  out,  in  coni- 

pariibn  of  thofe  whofe  nightly  taflc  it  is  to  a£l ; 

and  fhall  be  able  to  form  fome  judgment  of 
what  were  their  talents  and  abilities,  when  it 

is  afferted,  that  the  greateft  part  of  the  Play 
Vot.  I.  Z 
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'was  mttch  better  perftntned  than  it  cvf*  was 
ttpbti  any  Stage  before. 

In  the  whole,  there  was  a  face  of  nature 

that  no  Theatrical  Piece,   afted   upon  any 

private  Stage,  ever  came  up  to.  It  was  evident, 

that  the  Pterformers  felt  every  fentiment  thrft 

^ey  were  to  exprefe  -,  and  were  not  reduced 
to  labour  at  an  imitation  of  what  would  bfe 

done  in  real  life  on  the  occafion,  but  were  in- 

Q)ired,  by  the  fentiment,  to  be  the  thing  the 

Author  reprefented.    iTie  figure  of  Othelh 

^was  Trndoubtedly  one  of  thfe  fineft  ever  pro- 

duced  ^n  a  ftage;  his  deportment,  in' thte 
whole,  was  majeftic,  without  pomp;  and  his 

fenfe  of  the  paffipns,  the  Author  has  thrown 

into  his  part,  quiak,  and  e^^quifite.    The  ani* 

mated  e:s;preflion— 

■       ̂   Had  all  his  hairs  been  livts^ 

My  great  reyeoge  had  ftomach  for  them  all  V 

was,  perhaps,  never  fo  well '  fpofcen  befofe : 
his  expreflion  of  his  anguifh,  by  the  mono- 
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lyiiaUe  **  Oh  r  was  truly  atefting.  But 
^^rhat  he  was  peculiarly  fuparior  to  every 

perfoci  in,  was  the  natural  exprefBon  of  the 

lover  a&d  the  gentleman,  when,  in  the  laft 

aft,  he  is  informed,  by  Ca/fiOy  that  he  had  gi- 
ven him  no  provocation  for  the  revenge  he 

had  meditated  againft  him,  flie  Author  gives 

him  no  more  to  fay  than — 

**  I  do  bdieve  it«  and  I  aOc  your  pardon  !'^ 

But  the  manner  ia  which  Sm  Frakci$ 

look  the  hand  of  the  man  he  had  injuredj 

while  be  (poke  this,  had  fomething  in  it  fo  like 

the  man  of  honour,  and  fo  unlike  all  imita«» 

tion,  that  the  audience  could  not  be  eafily 

reconciled  afterwards  to  the  bearing  it 

from  any  body  elfe.  His  embracing 

D^demonQy  on  their  meeting  in  Cyprus^ 

fet  many  a  fair  l^eafi  among  the  audience 

a  palpitating. 

22 
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His  mabner  of  throwing  his  arms  about 

her,  aud  the  jocund  expreffion  of  his  couh* 

tenahce  at  that  inftant,  afforded  the  fpeda^ 

tors  a  fine  pifture  of  Cowley's  embrace — * 

**  Then  like  fome  wealthy  ifland  thou  fhalt  be» 
And  like;  the  (ea  about  it  I ; 

Thou  like  &ir  Albion  to  the  Tailor's  fight. 
Spreading  thy  bo(bm  fnowy  white ; 
Like  the  kind  ocean  1  will  be» 

With  love's  (oft  arms  ever  furrouadiog  thee.^  , 

Mr.  J.Delaval,  (nowLoRD  Delaval) 

in  the  charafter  o{Iago,w2LS  more  than  it  was 

poffible  to  expeft  or  conceive  from  a  perfon 

who  had  not  trod  the  Stage  before.  His  eafe 

in  the  charafter  was  amazing;  his  whole 

deportment  fo  much  the  gentleman ;  fo  per- 
feftly  adapted  to  every  circumftance  of  the 
Charafter,  and  fo  elegant  in  propriety,  that 

his  audience  were  not  only  delighted,  but 

afteniftied  at  his  aftingi*  He  every  where  con- 

veyed the  full  fenfe  of  the  Author^s  expref- 
fion,  and  exaggerated  it  no  where.  His  eye 

worked  as  much  as  his  tongue,  and  he  was 
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equally  intent  on  his  plots,  when  engaged  in 

the  dialogue,  and  when  out  of  it :  upon  the 

whole,^  the  Player  was  loft  in  the  Man*  He 
was  perfefitly  the  chara&er  that  Shakfp^are 

drew,  and  yet  he  feemed  modeliedon  his  own 

thoughts }  not  reprefenting,  but  really  tranf- 

afting,  the  feveral  fcenes  he  was  engaged  in. 

Mr.  Macklin  got  great  honour,  and  deferv- 

edly,  by  his  pupils  on  this  occafion. 

The  youngeft  Mr.  Delaval  gained  great 

applaufe  in  CafftOy  and  he  merited  it  all.  The 
drunken  fcene,  which  is  the  capital  one  in 

the  ̂ art,  and  a  very  difficult  one  to  fucceed 

in,  he  was  very  excellent  in  ;  and  his  recovery 

to  fobriety,  though  a  bold  and  forced  paflage 

in  the  Author,  was  rendered  natural  by  his 

manner  of  performing  it.  Soderigo  was  the 

charafter  that  Shakfpeare  intended  he  fhould 

be,  though  not  exaftly  what  has  been  ufed  to 

be  palmed  upon  us  for  Shakfpeare's  Roderigo. 
Defdemona  had  all  the  native  honefty  and 
candour  in  her  face  that  the  Poet  meant  to 

Z3 
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make  an  example  of  >  ami  wheo^  at  her  fisft 

fetting  out,- 

<<  Whilft  (he  aFay'd  to  fpeak,  the  aoceats  hoog^ 

Andy  faltering,  died,  vnfinifh'don  her  tOD{iie«'' 

The  native  modefty  of  the  charafter  charm- 
ed the  audience  excieedingly.     JEmilia  was, 

as  fhe  fhould  be,  ftriftly  natural.     The  per- 
formers were  all  perfeft  in  their  parts,  and, 

what  is  feldom  obferved  by  the  beft  expe- 
rienced a6lors,  they  were,  through  tlie  Play,^ 

coiifiant  in  their  attentioriy  and  characterifiic 

iji  their  manners.    Their  elocutioii  was.  natu- 

ral and  eafy ;  free  from  the  whine^  the  mouth^ 

ingy  the   cant^  the  clap^trap    tricky    sHid  the 

falfe  confequencey  fo  often  hackneyed  upon 

the  Stage.     Of  the  Royal  Family,  there  were 

prefent,    their  Royal   Highneffes  the  Prince 

and  Princefs  of  Wales,   the  Duke  of  Cum- 

berland, the  Princefs  Amelia,  Prince  George, 

and    Princefs    Augufta.      The    ftreets  .  and 
avenues  to  the  Theatre  were  fa  filled  with 

coaches  and  chairs,  that  the  greateft  part  of 

the  gentlemen  and  ladies  were  obliged  to 



CHARLES    M^Q^^^J.1}!^.  ^3. 

wade  thjTQUgh  dirt,aiid  filth  t<j>  get  to  tJiQ. 
IlQufe,  which  afFonded  diverfioa  sjnd  beyfxefit, 

for  pick-pockets,  la  ftkort^  the  (jrowd  wa^  fq 

great,  that  maay  ftars  and  garters  apgeared[ 

in  the  public  houfes  a^acent  to  the  Theatpe, . 

to  wait  iox  esfcjraace  with  greater  fafety. 

, :  Thedreffes  and  e^itpenQe  of  the  hQufe>  whicj^ 

wa$  150/.  amounted  to  upwards  of  we.  thou-^ 
fand  pounds.  The  whole  of  this  bufirfpfa 

was  fuperintended  by  Mr.  MackUp>  wbiq^ 

thqs  carefied  by  all  rank^,  and  in  tbj^  very: 

midft  of  triumph  and  applaufe/  l^ad  ijill  anp* 

ther  pleafure  to  enjoy.  He  had  to  experjt 

ence  the  gratification  that  was  to  refult  frqni 

the  pdliffaed  educi^ition  of  his  daughter,  whq 

was  now  arrived  at  the  period  that  ihe  was 

to  difplay  her  talents  and  accompUihmjen.ts  oq 

the  public  Theatre.  Mr.  Macklin  was,  pw- 

baps,  the  &>ndeft  of  all  fond  parents — ^he  had 
fet  his  heart  upon  his  child,  and  the  tixne  w^f 
now  come,  when  he  was  to  be  the  wit^efe  of 

his  daughter's  merit,  and  the  ftiarer  of  th^ 
unbounded  approbation  which  fh^  waf  to 

re<:eive  from  an  admiring  |*ublic^  :  She  niadq, 
Z4 
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htr  firft  appearance  at  Covent-Oarden,  in  th«' 

ch'dTaOict  of  JIthenais,  in  Lee's  Tragedy  of 
Theodqfins,  and  gained  uncommon  applaufe. 

Her  father's  conimepdable  vanity -was  now 
.  raifed  to  the  higheft  pinnacle  of  human  gra- 

tification ;  in  fliort,  the  meafure  of  his  Jiappi- 
nefs  was  full.  The  plot  of  this  tragedy  is 

regular,  and  fome  of  the  fcehes  peculiarly 
(ender.  Many  of  the  fentiments  are  brilliant, 

and  the  verfification  flowing  ;  but  thefe  beau- 

ties are  accompanied  with  a  great  deal  of  dif- 
agreeable,  unintelligible,  bombaft.  In  the 

Compofition  of  the  tragedy  of  TheodoJtuSy  the 

Author  has  certainly  difplayed  great  genius, 

but,  at  the  fame  time,  evinced  very  little 

judgment.  The  charafter  of  A Ihenais  is  by  far 
the  moft  eftimable  one  in  the  piece,  for  flie 

maintains  that  exalted  virtue  pra^ically, 

,  which  Leontin€j  her  father,  only  admired  tod 

recommends  fpeculatively.  Mifs  Macklin  was 

Angularly  pleafing  in  this  part.  Perhaps  this 

lady  is  the  only  inftance  of  a'perfon  being 

regularly  bred  to  the  ftage :  the  general  at^ 

traflions  to  this  way  of  life,  are  love  of  indo- 

IcDce,  and  lofs  of  fortune  j  as  if  inclination 
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alone  could  fit  them  for  a  profeffioh  ̂ at  re«» 

, quires, the  moft  univerfal  exertion  of  talents 

ef  any  other ;  and  where  a  fingle  deficiency 

is  often  the  caufe  of  precluding  them  the  en- 
courageiuenc  of  the  public.  Mr.  Macklin, 

to  prepare  her  regularly  for  the  Stage,  had  her 

inftra£led  in  all  the  branches  of  polite  educa- 
tion that  entitle  a  lady  to  tlie  iirft  circles  of 

life.  At  a  very  early  age  ftie  could  fpeak 

French  and  Italian  fluently,  nor  was  (he  lefs 

deficient  in  mufic,  drawing,  and  a  perfect  , 

knowledge  of  the  hellts  lettres  ;  fo  that,  at  the 

age  of  eighteen,  Mifs  Macklia  was  reckoned 

one -of  the  moft  accomplKhcd  women  in 

England. 

The  next  part  that  Mifs  Macklin  performed 

was  Polly,  in  the  Beggar's  Opera.  In  this 
charatter  (he  had  more  fcope  for  the  difplay 

of  her  abilities  than  in  Athenais.  Polly  is  an 

agrieeable  young  woman,  imprudent,  yet  de- 
licate, and  conftant  in  aifeftion.  No  cha- 

racter in  the  drama  has  furniflied  fo  many 

young  adventurers  as  this,  feveral  of  whom 

have  made  ample  provifion  for  themfelves, 
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tkrough  faer  btroduflion  iido  life.  Mifa 

MackHn  was  to  the  eye,  heart,  and  car,  every 

thing  that  an  audience  could  with :  ber  fen- 

fibility.  of  countena'tice  |  ber  elegant  figure^ 
and  tafte  in  mufic ;  her  joft  emphafis^  and 

melodious  voice,  empowered  her  to  do  the 

part  particular  juftice,  ahd  to  gratify  the  un- 
derftanding  in  the  moft  aic^le  manner. 

.  On  the  84th  of  March,  1758,  Mr.  Mackliq 

bad  a  benefit  at  Covent-Garden  Theatre.  Up* 
•n  thefe  occafions,  it  has  beeti  cuftomary  witb 
A£tor^  to  entertain  their  audience  with  as 

much  novelty  as  they  poflibiy  can.  We  at 

low  the  intention  to  be  very  good,  but,  in  var 
rious  inftances,  the  execution  has  been  moft 
Wretched. 

Neither  Aftors  nor  Aftrefles  fhould  convert 

their  benefit-nights  into  a,>?r/?  ai)pearaucey in 
new  charafters,  mere  ty  for  the  fake  qf  novelty. 

If  they  are  defirous  of  treating  their  friends, 

who  are  fuppofed  to  be  prefeat  on  fucb  occa- 
fions,  they  fhoula  perform  that  character  \jx 

which  they  have  been  moft  admired  by  the 
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their  friends,  which  they  would  be  afraid  W* 

reprefent  to  the  Public. 

But  what  we  ha^e  juft  now  obferved,  does- 

Mty   fOr  the  foialleft  degree,    appty  to  the* 
choice  Ml*.  Mdeklin  made  for  fhe  entertam;-: 

ment  of  his  friends,    'rte biKof  fare  contain-* 

ed  the  Tragedy  of  ̂ ke  Fair  F)emtent'y  an* 

The  Engttjhman  in  Puris'.  :  Mie.  Rowi?  wrote 
his  Fair  Penitents  a  time  When  the  Genttt*' 
of  Literature  derived'  Hourilhment  from  ther 

beafm&  of  Royal  FavoP;  arhJ  this  Tragedy,  eon** 

fideved'iB  the  feveral  lights  af  charafter,"  fehV 
tiiii6nt,  regularity,   plbt,   fpmt,   and  j)athos, 

ftands  US  this  day  in  eftimation,  at  leafll  equal 

to   aiiy,  except  tbofe   of  Sa^afefpeare.    Tht^ 

compofitions  ctf   Rotve  are    remarkable   for* 
richttefs  of  fancy,  purity  of  languagje,  juftnefs 

of  images^  and  harmony  of  numbers;   but? 

bis  genius  was^  rather  too  poetical  for  the 

drama,,  of  which  ev»ery  piece  hef  wrote,  as^ 
well  as  this,  is  an  evident   proof.     But  the 

abfurd  manner  of  Theatrical  Speaking,  in  his 

time,  might  lead  him  to  monotony  in  compo- 
4 
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fition,  aiid  jingling  rhymes,  at  the  ciid  of 

Lothario  is  the  molt:  reproachable  charafter 

this  mdral  author  ever  drew ;  and,  indeed,  (in 

tl^e  language  of  an  etninent  critic)  as  dan* 

gerous  a  one  as  we  know :  like  a^fnake  with 

a  beautious  variegated  &in,  which  lures  the 

unguarded  hand  to  a  poifonous  touch,  this 

licentious  gallant  gilds  his  pernicious  prin- 

<;iples  with  very  delufive  qualifications,  efpe- 
cially  for  the  fair  fex  ;  and  yet,  upon  exami* 
nation,  we  do  not  find  one  trace  of  intrinfic 

merit  in  his  compofition.  He  is  fprightly, 

voluble,  amorous,  and  poflefled  of  fome  cou- 

rage; but  the  reverfe  (hews  him  vain,  fuper- 
ficial,  inconftant,  apd  malevolent ;  capable  not 

only  of  ruining  a  credulous  woman  who  loves 

him,  but,  on  pretence  of  refentment  againft 
the  man  who  has  married  her,  forward 

to  expofe  her  fatal  weaknefs,  and  his  own 

inhuman '  triumph  over  her  unfufpefling 
virtue. 
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The  €h^a£ter  oiSciolto  was  per£9rme4  oa 

this  occafion,  hy  Mr.  Macklin,  Mr.  Barry 

was  the  i5r«?ra6o,  and  M//J  Macklin  played 

Calijla.  The  fituatioiis  ̂ tSciolto,  who  is 

a  nobleman  in  principles,  as  well  as  rank,  is 

placed.ini  awake  the  tendered ; paffipns  of 

the  human  heart.  We  find  him  throughout 

nice  in  his  honor,  delicate  in  his  patronage, 

and  warm  in  his  parental  affection.  His 

eagernefs  for  the  happinefs  of  a  darling 

daughter,  and  the  fon  of  a  valued  friend, 

whom  he  has  married  her  to  on  the  moft  ge- 
nerous and  difinterefted  principles,  and  his 

miferable  difappointment  in  fuch  a  commend- 

able 'expe£lation,  *  were  chaftelyldepiQedby 
Mr.  Macklin,  whofe  tranfitions .  of  counte- 

nance, breaks  of  expreflion,  and  melting  ca- 
dences of  grief,  were  happily  fiiited  to  the 

charafter,  and  received  the  ftamp.of  appro- 
bation from  Public  Taf^e.  The  Horatio  of 

Mr.  Barry  was  rendered  very  ̂ reeable  by  a 

fine  figure  and  pleafing  v6icej  but  he. was 

faint  and  infipid  in.ftiftaining -the  fpirit  and 
fedatenefs  of  the  charafter.  When  the  charge; 

Qi  forgery  is  brought  home  to  Lothario^  who 
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mfeters  a  inofl:.beaHtiful  farcalm  agsnib  liiiri; 

aod  all  other  pernickhii  rqptites  of  his  natarv, 

/which  we'caaoot  £void  iftuatixigH^ 

1-  -^ 
^  Away  !-*-fM>  womtn  eotdil  ddcend  fe  low; 

A  ildppipgi  daociDg^  woit&lefs  oibe  7c  aDs». 

Fit  ooly  for  jourfelves :  ye  Ixexi,  togetfior,  f 

And  when  the  ciccling  glafs  warpos  your  t»xi  bearti| 

You  talk  of  beauties;  which  you  never  faw. 

And  fancy  raptures  which  you  never  knew! 

Legends  of  famts,  who  never  yet  had  ̂ iiig» 

Dr  facing,  ne'er  were  luntBy  areiiotib£ilfe 

As  iJie  Sood  tales  wUch  you  fcoount  of  loFe  !'* 

Of  Mifs  Macklin's  Calijla^  we  need  only 
^ay,  that  {he  was  highly  pleafing  to  cuitt'- 

"vated  taflie.  She  was  very  affecting  m  the 
Ibnith  aQ:  foene  with  Lothario,  wh6i?e  flie  ex* 

{)refles  hcrfeif  thus — 

<<  The  hdurs  of  foHy  «nd  of  ̂ d  delight* 

Are  wafted  alU  and  fled ;  thofeiiiat  remain 

Are  doomed  to  weepiqg,  angjoifli,  and  repentance  V* 
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Mr*  and  Mrs.  Mackiin  ipoke  ah  Occafional 

'Pi^logue,  and  Miis  Mackiin  an  Epilogue, 

which  was  written  by  Mr.  Foote,  who  pre- 
fented  his  new  force  to  Mr.  Mackiin  for  his 

benefit.    The  chara£ter  of  Lucinda^  in  the 

fswce  of  The  Englijhman  in  Paris y  was  drawn 

Km  purpofe  to  introduce  Mifs  Mackiin  to  ad- 
vantage, and  to  give  an  additional  piX)of  to 

the  town,  that  Mr.  Mackiin  had  not  fpsured 

any  expence  to  render  the  education  and  ac- 
complifliments  of  his  daughter  worthy  the 

notice  of  the  Public.    The  Dancing  and  Mu- 

fic-mafter  were  purpofely  introduced,  to  prare 
her  various  excellencies. 

On  the  24th  April,  1753,  Mifs  Mackiin 

'had  The  Orphan  and  the  Engli/kman  in  Parisy 
performed  for  her  benefit.  She  played  the 

part  of  Monimia,  and  looked,  and  fpoke  all 

the  paflages  of  amorous  feeling  admirably. 

Her  conception  of  the  rage  and  diftrefs  of 

this  chara6ler  was  critically  corred. 

The  Orphan,  of  Otway,  moft  certainly 

poflelTes  many  ftrokes  of  peculiar  fenfibility 
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but  the  plot  abounds  with  Improbable  irregu- 
larities, and  is  originally  founded  upon  a  moft 

grofs  and  ofFenfive  principle.  Human  nature  is 

here  reprefented  in  a  moft  unfavourable  point 

of  view.  There  is  nothing  but  licentioufnefs, 

blood,  and  death,  throughout  the  Tragedy, 
without  the  (hadow  of  a  moral.  .  Indeed,  we 

moft  ardently  wifh,  that  it  was  bani(hed  for 

'  ever  from  the  Clofet  and  the  Stage,  for  it  h 

extremely  pernicious,  and  exhibits  a  lament- 
able   fpecimen   of  the    vile    proftitution  of 

Otwai/'s  talents,   who,  if   he  could  not  lay 
claim  to  the  nobleft,  yiet  he  has  been  gene- 

rally and  juftjy  allowed  fome  of  the  tendereft, 

flights  of  genius  that  ever  graced    dramatic 

compofition.     But,  alas!  by  his  life,  as  well 

as  his  pen,  we  perceive  him  to  have  been 

deeply  tainted  with  licentioufnefs  of  tafte,  and 

depravity  of  manners. 

Covent-Garden  Theatre  clofed  this  feafon, 

on  Saturday,  24th  May,  with  Romeo  and 
Juliet.  This  was  the  laft  time  that  Mrs. 

Cibber  performed . with  her  firft  Romeo.  'She 

engaged   at  Drury-lane,   the  feafon  'follow* 
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ing.    The  fucceffor  to  Mrs,  CibMr  Was  Mifs 
NofEter. 

On  the  10th  of  Qftober,  the  enfuing 
feafon,  Mr.  Barry  introduced  the  following 

compliment  to  Mrs.  Gibber,  during  the  per- 
formance of  Romeo  and  Juliet. 

«*  Who  coa'd  have  thought  that  ̂ uSti  c»cr  cou'd  prfye^ 
FaJfe  to  her  R&meOf  fatthlefs  to  her  loye  ;  ; 

She  on  whofe  voice  th*  enrapturM  audience  hong, 

Caught  by  the  angelic  mufic  of  her  tongue  .f* 

Cjiap.  XXI. 

MR.  Maciclxn  being  now  advanced  in- 
to the  e^th  year  of  his  age,  was  in- 

duced,  from  a  variety  of  motives,  to  think  of 
a  retreat  He  had  by  this  time  realized  a 

pretty  handfome  fortune,  by  his  induftry  and 
exertions  j  and  he  was  refolved  not  to  remaia 

upon  the  Stage  till  his  powers  of  a£ling 
were  weakened  by  age  and  infirmity.  H^ 

was  a  very  convivial  man,  although  he  never 
Vol.  I.  a  a 



4nn|t  ea  a^Mb*  It  n^t^y  b^  readily  fuppofird 
Ihat,  as  an,  eminent  A£tor  and  Teacher  of 

Elocution,  and  as  a  public  man,  the  circle 

of  bis  friends  and  acquaintances  muft  have 

been  very  e^ct^nfive.  He  was  alfo  patronize^ 

«ijid  refpe^d  by  the  mod  emin^t  characters 
of  thofe  days. 

Mr.  Macktia  was  very  fond  of  being  in- 

dependent^  and  this  fondnefs  was  incrcafed 

ftill  morCft  by  the  unjuft  treatment  that  he 

had  experienced  both  firom  Managers  and 

A£tors.  He  bad  encountered  the  prodigality 

«nd  opprefllvi^  tyranny  of  Fleetwood,  the 

unprovoked  and  imwarraotable  condu£t  of 

Sheridafh  and  the  apoftacy,^  envy,  and  trea* 
chiery  of  Garrick.  As  he  never  a6ted  iw^ 

bandfomely^  or  unjuftly^  to  any  Maaager 
O^  A£tor,  be  conceived  that  he  was  not  bouiuJ 

to  iMTook  infult,  foffer  oj^reffioB^  or  endure 

ipjuftiee,  from  any  man*  He  accordingly 

refolyed,  to  take  Iteave  of  the  Stage,  and  to 

it^t  up  for  hknielf  upon  a  new  plan,  la  pur* 
fuance  of  this  refolutbn>  Mr.  Macklin  clofed 

his  Dramatic  career,  at:  lead  for  feme  time, 

on  the  20th  Decep^ber^  1753.     The  per- 
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formances  of  the  *  night  'Cbiififted?.o^:^^  JTiie 

i?^/e{/a/;  Of  the  Lady's  Philofophy,^'  andr**'  7%e 

"  Engti/kman  in  Paris'^-— l^r.  Mackliji  jjlay^ 
ed  Sir  Gilbert  Wrangle^  Mrs*  Macklia  j^ady 

Wrangle  \  and  Mifc  MfckUn^  ChatUHe^— 

•The  unbounded  approbations  of  the  Audi^ce 

on  that  night,  bore  the  moft  ampte  teftfmony 

of  their  fatisfaftion,  and  the  Aftdrs*  rrier^t — 
they  regretted  loudly,  and  repeatedly,.  ̂ Sj(  re- 

tirement of  their  old  favpwte*        .-   '..  ! 

At  the  end  of  the  performance,  ̂ Ir. 
JMacklin  advanced  towards  the  Audience, with 

viiible  emotion  in  his  countenance,  and  jevi* 

dently  labouripg  under  much  embanaflittent' 
of  mind,  and  after  a  paufe  of  a  f<cW'*mo«^ 
ments,  during  which  time  he  feemed  to  have 

recovered  himfelf,  fpoke  the  following  fare- 

well epilogue ; — 

Poor  I>  tofi'4  ̂   mi  down  ffom  Aiare  to  fliar«, 
Sick,  wet,  aiMl  w«9ry,  wiU  to  &a  no  moM  ; 

Yet  'tis  fame  cxmSo^U  tho'  I  quit  the  trade. 
That  this  lafl  voyage  with  fuccefs  is  made^ 

The  ftip  fiiU  la4cn»  aod  the  freight  all  paid. 
A  a  2 

} 
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^8ioce^  tben^  6f  reafims  I  the  Stage  gift  o^eff 

Aadfior  your  (kkes,  write  ̂ Tragediesno  moft; 
Some  other  fchemesf  of  courfe,  jpoflefs  my  braiai 

For  he  who  once  has  eat,  muft  eat  again. 

And  left  this  bnk,  this  melancholy  Phiz, 

Should  grow  more  lankf  more  difmal  than  it  is ; 

A  fcbeme  I  haro  in  iiaadt  will  make  you  flnrct 

Tho'  off  the  Stage».I  ftill  n|«ft  be  the  Vhe/^^ 
Still  mod  1  follow  the  Theatric  plan. 

Exert  my  comic  powers,  draw  all  1  can. 

And  to  each  gueft  appear  a  diff'rent  man* 
I  (like  my  liquors)  maft  each  palate  hit, 
Rake  with  the  wild,  be  fober  with  the  Cit, 

'  Nay,  fomedmes,  ad  my  beft  becoming  pajt»-«the  Wit. 

With  Politicians  I  muft  nod--feem  full — 

And  ad  my  beft  becoming  part — the  Dull. 

My  plan  is  this — man's  formM  a  focial  creature, 
Requiring  converfe  by  the  laws  of  nature ; 

And  as  the  BQK>on  ean  raife  the  fweliing  flood. 

Or  as  the  mind-  is  infiueoc'd  by  the  blood. 
So— do  I  make  myfelf  well  underftood  ? 

t*m  puzzled,  faith — let  us,  like  Bayej^  agree  it, 
Youll  know  my  plot  much  better  when  you  {eeit« 

But  trace  with  jefting,  let  me  now  impart. 

The  warm  overflowings  of  a  gralefb!  heart ; 

Come  good^  come  bad,  while  life  or  mem'ry  laft. 
My  mind  fliall  trea&re  xsp  your  fatonrs  paft ; 

^  Mr,  Micklin  produced  hn.Tngtdy  of  Ksag  Henry  VIU  ia  1746. 

] 

} 
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And  might  one  added  boon  incresire  the  ilore. 

With  mach  lefi  forrow  (hould  1  quit  this  (hore; 

To  mine,  as  you  have  been  to  nie»  prore  kindy 

ProteA  the  pledge  my  fondnefs  leaves  behind. 

.To  you,  her  guardians,  I  refign  my  care, 

Let  ho-,  with  others,  your  indulgence  fliai«  | 

Whatever  mt  fate,  if  this  my  wifli  prevails, 

'Twill  glad  the  Fatkek,  tho'  the  ichemift  fiulSi 

[  After  bowing  in  the  moft  profound  m2t^ 

Tier,  Mr.  Macklin  retired   amidft  the  plau«, 

I  dits  and  acclamations  of  a  moft  crowded  and 
1  brilliant  Audience. 

I'  ■ 
\  Mr.     Macklin    now    loft    no    time    in 

carrying  the  icheme  alluded  to  in  his  iare«* 
well    addrefs     into    immediate     execution* 

'  He    opened    a    large  Tavern    and    Coffee 
Houfe  under  the  Piazza  in  Covent  Gardeui 

next  door  to  the  Playhoufe.  To  fit  up  this 

boufe  in  the  moft  commodious  and  fuperb 

ftyle  be  fpared  no  expence— Choice  wines  of 

the  higheft  price»  and  abundance  of  pfoviiions 

were  laid  in— ̂ bar-maids^  cooks,  waiters,  and 

fervants  of  all  defcriptions  were  immediately 

hired,  and  fet  in  motion  by  the  great  crowd? 
A  a  3 
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of  perfons,  of  all  denominiitions,  that'  tame 
every  day  to  crack  a  bottle  and  a  Joke  with 

their  old  friend.     At  one  table,  and  at  ano- 
ther table,  below  flairs,  and  above  flairs,  the 

company  of  Mr.  Macklin  ^aa  fought  after 

with  great  eagernfeft.     Hh  humwotis  anec- 

dotes, witty  fepatt^es,  and  entertaining  fto- 
ries,  gave  an  admirable  zeft  to  the  produce 

of  the*  larder  and   the   cellar.     One   would 
liave  imagined,  that  fucli  a  very  buftling  kind 

of  life  would  Tiave  furniflied  ample  employ- 
ment for  the  mind  of  Mr.  Macklin,  however 

aftive  it  might  be — ^but  he  was  not  eafy,  he 
was  not  fatisfied,  till  he  was  doing  fomething 

In  his  own  way.    He  was  defiroiis  of  giving 

leSures  on  various  fubjeQs,  and  of  inftru^ing 
Theatrical  Tyros  in  elocution,  and  in  the  art 

Imd  duty  of  an  Aftor.    With  this  view  he 

opened  a  t«9:ure-Room  in  Hart  Street,  Co- 

vent  Qarden,  which  he  ftyled  *^  The  Britijli 

Jnquijition^^ 

Bjr  the  Papers  now  before  us,  it  Is  evi- 
dent  that  Mr,  Macklin  intended  to  have  deli- 

vered Leftures  upon  Actin^\  JPblitici,  Mre^- 
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pf  n,  Gmrick-han^9  and  viu-ious  otto*  ilibjeCb. 
We  (hall.prefent  the  reader  wMj  the  foHow-^ 
iag  Adrcrtifement,  which  was  publiihed  by 
Mr.  Macklin  in  the  year  1754,  and  which  witt 

give  him  an  idea  of  the  Inftiiution^  ai^  ̂ f  &fc 
whole  of  his  Flan: 

^<  Ai:  Macklm'f  Gjreat  Room^  in  HaaH* 

Street,  CaveM-Garden,  this  day,  being  ̂  
28d  of  this  inftant  No^dober^  will  be  oponei^ 

THE  BRITISH  INQUISITION. 

..  «^  This  Iii{titu«i6n  Is  upon  Ihe  phsA  of  fbe 
rodent  Greekj  Roman,  and  modern  Freticb 

and  Italian  Societres,«-^f  liberal  Inveftigation. 
Such  fabjefts  in  Arts,  Sciences,  Uteratufe,  Crf- 

ticifm,PhilofophT,  Hiftory,  Politics,  ̂ nd  Mora- 
lity, as  (hall  be  (bund  ufefbl  and  entertaining  to 

fociety,  will  there  be  leftured  upon,  and  freely 

debated.  Particularly,  Mr.  Macklin  intends  to 

kfKire  upotx  the  Comedy  of  the  Ancient$,nhe 
ufe  of  their  Maiks  and  Flutes,  their  Mimes 

and  Pantomimes,  and  the  ufe  and  abufe  ot 

the  Ststge.-~He  will  likewife  lefiure  upon  the 
A  a  4 
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Rife  aild  Progrefs  of  the  Modem  Theatres,  and 

make  a  Cotnparifon  between  them  and  thofe 
of .  Greece  and  Rome»   and    between  each 

Other. — He  purpofes  to  lecture  alfo  upon  each 

of  Shakfpeare's  Plays;  to  coniider  the  original 
Stories  from  whence  they  are  taken  i  the  arti* 

iicial  or  inartificial  ufe,  according  to  the  laws 

of  the  Drama,  that  Shakfpeare  has  made  of 

them : — his  Fable,  Moral,  Chara£ter,Faffions,' 
Manners,  will  likewife  be  criticifed,  and  how 

his  capital  chara£lers  have  been  aded  hereto-- 
fore,  are  a£ted,  and  ought  to  be  a£led«    And 

as  the  Deiign  of  this  Inquiry  is  to  endeavour 

at  an  acquiiition  o(  truth  in  matters  of  Tafte^ 

particularly  Theatrical,  the    Lecture  being 

ended,  any  gentleman  may  offer  his  dioughts 

upon  the  fubje£^»    The  doors  will  be  opened 

at  five,  and  the  Leflure  begin  precifely  at  fe-» 

ven  o'clock,  every  Monday  and  Friday  eveur: ing, 

<<  Ladies  will  be  admitted.    Price  Is.  eacb 

perfon. 

^' The  firft  Leaure  will  be  on  ̂ amfcA 
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.  *'  N.  B.  The  Queftion  to  be  debated  after 

the  Lefture  will  be,  *  Whether  the  people  of 
Great  Britain  have  profited  by  their  Inter- 
cfiurfe  witkj  or  their  Imitation  ofy  the  French 

Nation  r 

"  There  is  a  Public  Ordinary  every  day  at 

four  o'clock,  price  3s.  Each  perfon  to  drink 
Fort^  Claret,  or  whatever  liquor  he  ffaall 
ehoofe* 

.**  This  Evening  the  Public .  Subfcription 
Card  Room  will  be  <^ened*  Subfcriptions 

tjiken  ip  by  Mr.  Macklin." 

Mr.  Mackltn  alfo  gave  Readings  from 

Milton,  Young,  and  feveral  other  Authors. 

His  Audiences  were  very  numerous,  and  he 

*  had  two  or  three  Pupils  at  the  time,  among 
whon^  was  an  eminent  Senator.  The 

great  fuccefs  that  attended  Mr.  Macklin's 
Briti/h  Inquijition,  at  the  outfet,  raifed  up 

againft  him  the  envy  of  Foote,  then  the  Ma- 
nager of  the  Little  Theatre  in  the  Haymarket, 

who  brought  out  an  Entertainment  to  ridicule 
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the  whole  of  Mr.  Macklm'^  uiKiertalang*  In 

ccmfequence  of  this  unprovoked,  uuwarfaiit** 
able  attack,  Mn  Macklin  retorted  upofi  Foote 
with  great  }uftke  and  feverity;  The  cofiteiw 
tion,  however,  became  injurious  to.  both 

parties :  for  the  Haymarket  Theatre  was,  foon 

after,  entirely  deferted  by  the  piibfic  j  and  cer* 
tain  nnfavourable  cifcumftancest  wliicb  we 

ihall  relate  hereafter,  brought  Mf.  MackHn-s 
Inftitution  to  a  fudden  clofe. 

We  ffiafl  prefcnt  the  reader  with  Ae  fol- 
lowing (pecimew  of  the  leftwes  which  were 

intended  for  delivery,  and  which  we  hate 

copied  verbatim  from  the  papers  of  Mr. 
Hacklm,  that  are  now  befare  us, 

*»  The  Art  anp  Dtiry  of  aw  Actoit* 

*<  It  is  the  duty  of  an  A&or  always  to  kaom 
Ae  PaiQon  and  the  HvnKmr  of  each  Charader 

ibcorrefUy,  fo  intimately^and (if  you willaUow 
%ae  theetxprcfiion)  to.  feel  it  foenthnfiaflacaBjr, 
9S  to  be  abk  to  define  and  defctibe  Jt.as  a 

Fhibfopher ;  to  give  its  operatioDS  on  the  Iooks> 
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tones;  and  geftures  of  general  nature;  as  it  is 
ranbed  in  clafies  of  cbaraflcrs ;  and  to  mouid 

all  this  knowledge,  mental  and  corpoteal, 

to  the  chara£leriftic  that  llie  poet  jbas  given  to 

a  particular  Charafter.  • 

"  If  the  AQw  has  not  this  phitafophicai 
knowledge  of  the  Paifions,  it  is  impolfible  for 

him  to  imitate  them  with  fidelity.  It  is  be- 
caufe  Shakfpearc  knew  the  Paiiibns,  their  oI> 

jefts,  and  their  operations,  that  he  has  drawn 

them  fo  faithfully.  It  is  manifeft,  that  Paffibns 
take  dieir  habits  and  charstderiftics  m  Attorniea, 

Barrifters,  and  Judges  j  Subahems  and  Gene- 

rals ;  Curates  and  Bifhops ;  Clerks  and  Mer« 
chants ;  Sailors,  Midihip^nen,  Captahis>  and 
Admirals  i  Labourers,  Farmers,  Yeomen,  and 

ruAic  'Squired)  Dancing^mafters,  Fiddlers, 
Toodidrawers,  Mnfic-mafters,  and  Hair*dre£- 

fers :  they  are  aU  to  be  diftmgoiihed  irvto 

gtnus,  fpeci^Sy  and  individual  charaftcriftics, 

Kke  Dc^s,  Fowl,  Apples,  Plums,  and  the  like 

^enu^y /pedes,  and  individuals  of  the  creation. 
— ^Women  muft  be  daffed  in  the  fame  man* 
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^  Now>.unle&  the  A£bor  knows  the  genusi 

^cies»  aod  cbara&eriftic,  that  he  is  about' to 
imitate^  he  will  fall  fliort  in  his  execution. 

The  A£tor  muft  rt&n&  all  his  powers^  and 

convert  them  to  the  purpofe  of  imitating  the 

looks,  tones,  and  gejures,  that  can  bed  de« 
fcribe  the  chara£teriftic  that  the  Poet  has 

drawn :  for  each  Paifion  and  Humour  has  its 

genus  of  looks,  tones,  and  gejlures,  its  /pedes, 
and  its  individual  charafteriftic. 

**  Avarice,  for  *  inftance,  has  its  genus,  fpe* 
cies,  and  individual  charafteriftic.  MoUere 

has  given  the  genus. 

^^  As  the  Poet  hath  drawn  an  individual 

charaderiftic»  fo  ought  it  to  be  reprefented : 

.the  A6tor  muft  take  efpecial  care  not  to  mould 

and  fait  the  chara£ter  to  his  looks,  tones  ges- 
tures, and  manners;  if  he  doesfo,  it  will  then 

become  the  Afior's  cbarafter,  and  not  the 

Poet's. — ^No;  he  muft  fuit  his  looks,  tones^ 
geftures,  and  maimers  to  the  character: — the 
fuiting  the  charafter  to  the  powers  of  the 

A£tor,   is    impofture.      I    have   feen   King 
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l^ari  Hcmkty  ̂ nd  Richard  III.  afled  with- 

out one  look,  tone,  or  gefture,  or  manners  of 

Shakfpeare. 

*^  I  have  feen  Lord  Tozvnly  and  The  Mi/er 

done  in  the  fame  way/' 

"  On  Acting. 

'  "  Acting. — ^A  fit  fubjeft  foraleflure;  all 
people  judge  of  it;  fome  merely  from  the  plea- 
fure  they  receive  from  the  Poet  and  the  A&oi 

indifcriminately ;  others  diftinguifli  that  portion 

which  they  receive  from,  each,  but  without 

entering  into  the  fcience,or  the  art  of  A£Ung* 

*'  There  are  various  kinds  of  judges,  and  of 
critics ;  males  and  females ;  fuch  as  Milliners, 

Mantua-makers,  Ladies'  Waiting-mkids>  aind 
Women  of  Fafhion,  to  an  infinity. 

**  It  would  be  highly  entertaining  to  givi 
the  ridiculous  judgments  of  each. 
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^*  Truth  in  Art>  ScieiKe»  ReligHMi^  or  Politics^ 
is  known  to  but  yery  few»  and  none  but  thde 

very  few  will  take  pains  to  fearch  fer  Trttth  j 

though  all  delight  in  Truths  except  the  envious 

and  the  ignorant. 

«  What  is  Charaacr  ?  The  Alphabet  will 
tell  you.  It  is  that  which  is  diftinguifbed  by  it$ 

own  marks  from  every  other  thing  of  its  kind^i  - 

**  The  voice  of  the  Aftor  muft  alter  in  itsify 

tonationSi  according  to  the  qualities  tfadt  die 

word»  esqirefs:  from  this  ideaMufic  feemsto 

have  taken  its  birth.  The  number  feven  faar«> 

monizes  in  Mu£c,and  (6  it  does  in  Afiting^*^*  • 

**  On  Newspapers. 

'f  A  Nemfpuper  may  be  comi»rcd  td  a  &«• 
phift;— it  can  take  any  fide  of  the  queAion. 
There  never  was  a  charafiler  fo  pure  white 

jthat  it  cannot  blackf  n>  nor  OR^  fo  black  that 

it  cannot  whiten.  For  iuftam»*  Lord  Cbatka$!^ 

There  was  no  man  more  able  in  office  ijh< 

was  pure  as  innocence  j  he  never  fuffered  any 
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perquifites,  though  fan€lified  byufege,  to  de- 
file bis  ferviccy  or  enrich  his  coffers ;  ̂ vexy  m^Q 

has  a  certain  paiG<M))  which  he  love&  to  inr 

dulge  in  preference  to  all  tho  others.  The 

great  Minif^er  I  fpeak  of  h^d  his  f^iivourite 

paffion,  which  he  gratified  by  the  Wifdom  of 

a  Meiifure>by  a  Veracity,  a  Plaiifnefe,  a  Precis 

iSoii,  and  Difpatch,  in  all  Negotiations  with  fio^ 

reign  States.  He  obferved  a  ftrid  honefty  in 

the  fulfilment  of  his  Treaties,  on  the  part  of  his 

Country;  and  he  always  endeavoured  to  punifli 

a  breach  of  them,  on  the  part  of  other  Powers, 

by  the  Compttlfkmof  immediate  Reparation, 

ettker  by  Remonftrance  or  Force  of  Artns.-r 
Well,  what  was  the  confequence  ?  .Why,  the 

Pride,  the  Virtue,  the  Wifdom^  and  the  Cowi* 

rage  of  the  Nation,  confented  to  fucb  Meafures 

with  one  voice,  and  brilliant  Vi£tQry  followed. 

"  And  could  the  Editojt  of  a  Netv/p^p^ 
blacken  the  chara&er  of  fuch  a  man  as  this  ? 

Yes  I  Sir,  as  black  as  the  moft  venal,  de» 

baucbed,  ignorant  Minifter,  that  ever  contri* 
buted  to  ruin  a  nation. 
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•'  ThAt  is  wonderful,  indeed ! — ^Not  at  all/ 

Sir}  the  Public,  when  once  corrupted  them- 
felvcs,  are  ready  to  believe  every  man  as  vicious 

asthemfelves:  they  have,  as  it  werei  an  intereft 

in  the  vice  o(  eveiy  individual ;  for  the  greateft 

fatire  upon  vke  is  virtuous  cohdu£l.  As  Doc- 

tbrj^  live  by  tiifeafes,  fo  Newi{>apef8  are  fup* 
ported  by  the  idle,  univerfal  curiofity,  and 

univerfal  depravity  of  the  times." 

"  Garrick-Bane. 

•*  The  Garrick'^bane  was  invented  by  a 
Suack,  fomewhere  about  Wapping;  one 

'DoetorGuichardy  or  Giffard,  was  the  purchafet 
t>f  it :  he  bought  it,  according  to  report,  from 

ft  Uttle  Smoufe^  a  damned  fly  little  fellow,  who 

W^^  quacking  abdut  town,  in  clubs  at  Ale- 
houfes,  Coffee-houfes,  and  Punch-houfes,.  at 

that  time  of  the  day  5  and  the  Smoufe^  perceiv- 
ing that  the  nofirum  took,  fold  It  to  the  Do£tor 

fix  feveral  times.  This  little  cunning  rogue 
khew  what  it  was  to  break  the  law,  and, 

therefore,  always  kept  his  word  according  to 
law:  but  there  are  fome  men  who  never  keep 
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their  word  whentbqy  can  break  it  to  tbek^ 

Vantage  without  traHifgreffing  the  law.    Now> 

ibis  Smoufcy  in  the  opinion  of  m&nj,  who  ha4 

drftnk  of  his  nofiruniy  was  not  a  perfon  oi  this 

defcription ;  but  all  thofe  who  had  any  dea^ 

ings  with  bitn,  were  cotivinced,  from  expe* 
rience,  that  he  was  a  diihonourable  charac- 

ter :  for  no  man  had  the  words^  honor^  vem* 

citjf^  and  delicacy  in  bis  mouth  oftener ;  nor 

did  any  man  ever  make  more  tife  of  them — 
CrofMzotU,  Macheavel,  and  a  few  others  ex* 

cepttdL     He  never  had  a  difpuie  with  any 

perfon,  through  the  word^r-^di/Iioitour,  breach 

of  faiihf  Jkufflingy  tricking  i  all  his  difputes 
arofe   from  the  ignorance  of  thofe  he  dealt 

With ',  for  they  always  miftook  his  meanings 
&om  tbe  belief  that  words  have  but  one  iig« 
Aification.    Since  it  is  plain,  frojn  our  AGtd 
oi  Parlimnent,  and  the  Courts  in  Weftminftet 

Hall,  that  it  is  impoffible  to  afcertain  with 

precifion   the  real  meaning  of  words;  and 
fince  it  is  certain  that  different  hearts  and 

heads  will  annex  different  ideas  to  the  fame 

expreflion ;  this  philofophy  does  not  require 

any  explanation  or  illuftration:   every  man's 
Vol.  I.  B  b 
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experience  has  proved  it ;  fome  to  their  ad- 
vantage, fome  to  their  ruin.  But  if  it  did 

need  an  illuftration,  no  inftance  in  focicty  can 

throw  a  ftronger  light  upon  it,  than  the  well- 

known  phrafe  of  a  Courtier,  viz.  *  You  may 
depend  upon  it  I  will  do  you  all  the  fervice  in 

my  power!  Now,  thefe  are  very  plain  words, 

and  yet  how  many  foolifli,  nay,  and  wife, 

well-meaning,  honeft,  and  ingenious  men  have 
mifunderltood  them.  I  could  make  a  very 

ingenious  and  fatirical  comment  upon  this 

text,  and  a  moft  fhfewd  application ;  and  I 

could  branch  it  out  to  the  length  of  feveral 

pages,  by  intimations,  illuftrations,  and  expla- 
nations. But  to  return — ^This  little  Smoufe 

was  a  daily  canker  to  men's  fame ;  nothing 
plagued  him  fo  much  as  the  merit  of  his  con- 

temporaries 5  and  every  device  that  envy,  po- 

licy, mimickry,  and  tyranny  could  invent,  he 
conftantly  pradtifed,  to  obfcure  and  blaft  the 

worth  of  every  Aftor  of  reputation." 
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Cljap.  XXIL 
♦  #  ■ 

MR.  MACKLIN's  time  was  now  em- 
ployed in  catering  and  marketing  for  his 

guefts  in  the  morning,  in  preparing  diihes  and 

bills  of  fare  for  the  dinner  hours,  in  carving  dur- 

ing the  time  of  dinner,  and  affording  a  iiice  of 

himfeif  (as  he  ufed  to  fay),  by  dealing  out  his 
humour  and  fun  at  all  the  different  tables  in 

his  houfe.  After  dinner,  he  had  to  prepare 
himfeif  for  the  Lefture  Room,  and  after  the 

delivery  of  his  Leflure,  he  had  to  return  and 

fuperintend  the  fuppers,  and  then  keep  it  up 

with  his  company  till  a  very  late  hour.  This 
was  a  labour  and  an  exertion  too  miich  for 

any  human  being,  and  required  very  great, 

ftrength  of  body  and  mind  to  fupport  it,  even 

for  a  fliort  fpace  of  time.  However,  Mr. 

Macklin  continued  this  laborious  employment 

for  fome  months,  when  he  was  at  laft  obliged 

to  yield,  not  to  fatigue,  but  to  the  diftates  of 

honefty.  Finding,  that,  inftead  of  aug- 
Bb2 
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menting,  he  had  confiderably  diminifhed  his  , 

fortune,  and  was  daily  and  hourly  plundered  by 

his  fervants,  Mr.  Macklin  thought  the  moft 

prudent  ftep  he  could  take,  would  be  to  re- 
linquifti  altogether  the  bufinefs  that  had  c6ft 

him  fo  much  pains,  labour,  and  money.  He 

had,  by  this  time,  difcovered  that  he  was  every 

day  finking  deeper  into  debt,  and  that  it  would 
be  in  vain,  as  well  as  diflionefi,  to  carry  on  the 

trade  any  longer.  He  had  frequently  dcteft- 
ed  his  fervants  in  the  robbery  of  the  Till,  and 

bad  given  credit  to  a  very  confiderable 

amount,  without  the  profpeft  of  any  payment. 

Thus  diftreffed,  plundered,  deceived,  and 

almc^  ruined,  he  perceived,  by  too  fatal  ex- 

perience, the  abfurdity  of  his  whole  fcheme^ 

ajid  the  impoflibility  of  proceeding  any  far- 

ther in  this  road  to  ruin^  without  doing  a 

clear,  manifeft,  and  premeditated  injuftice  to 
his  creditors. 

There  was  nothing  that  he  defpifed  and  ab- 

horred more  than  diihonefty,  and  he  was  con- 

vinced that  honefty  was  the  beft  policy^    He 
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accctnjingly  called  his  creditors  together  in  the 

beginning  of  the  year  1755,  and  difclofed  to 

them,  fairly  and  honourably,  the  aftual  Hate 

of  his  aflFairs.  The  major  part  of  his  creditors 

endeavoured  to  perfuade  him  to  adopt  certaia. 

regulations  that  they  fuggefted,  and  to  continue 

the  bufinefs :  but  againft  this  he  protefted,  fay- 
ing, that  he  fhould  never  be  feen  afting  the 

part  oiF  a  knave  in  fociety,  however  fucceisful 

he  might  be  in  his  endeavours  to  reprefent 

fuch  a  cha*i£ler  on  the  ftag£.  The  bulk 

of  his  creditors  finding  him  refolute,  and  de- 
termined to  oppofe  their  wiflies,  took  out  a 

commiffion  of  Bankruptcy  againft  him,  and 

on  the  15th  of  February,  1755,  he  was  an- 

nounced in  the  Gazette — "  Charles  Macklin, 

of  St.  Paul,  Covent  Garden,  Vintner."  Upon 
the  furrender  of  all  his  effe£ls,  it  turned  out 

that  he  had  property  fufficient  to  fatisfy  all  the 

dehfiands  of  his  creditors.  He  paid  twenty 

fliilHngs  in  the  pound,  and  retired  from  the 
tavern,  with  the  lofs  of  fome  thoufands  of 

pounds.  Thus  ended  the  undertaking  of  Mr. 

Macklin ;  and  thus  were  the  public  convinced, 

that  however  capable  he  might  be  to  fucceed 
B  b  3 
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on  the  Stage,  he  was  not  at  all  qualified  to 
conduft  a  Tavern. 

His  Britijh  Inquifition  clofed  fifteen  days 

previous  to  his  failure,  and  he  was  reduced  to 

the  neceffity  of  looking  once  more  towards 

the  Theatre  for  a  fupport. 

During  the  time  that  Mr.  IVf  acklin  was  en- 

gaged as  a  CofFee-houfe  keeper,  Mrs.  and  Mifs 
Macklin  did  not  remain  unemployed :  they 

were  both  engaged  at  Drury  Lane  in  the 

feafon  of  1754.  At  this  period  Mifs  Macklin 

was  in  the  higheft  eftimation  as  an  Aftrefs, 

and  her  fame  and  fuccefs  proved  a  very  con- 
fiderable  alleviation  to  the  mind  of  her  father, 

in  the  hour  of  his  adverfity.  The  following 

complimentary  verfes,  addreffed  to  Mifs 

Macklin,  appeared,  about  this  time,  in  a 

very  excellent  periodical  paper. 

<^  Since  fprightly  wit  and  humottr  you  poffefi, 

Majeftic  carriage,  and  polite  addrefs ; 

Since  you,  as  if  by  inftindt,  do  inherit 

Your  father's  genius,  and  your  mother's  fpirit : 
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With  kfs  regret  the  lofs  of  him  we  bear, 
Who  left  fo  rich  a  treafure  in  our  care  ; 

While  with  paternal  fondnefs  running  o*er, 
To  our  proteAion  he  refigns  his  (lore  ; 

Who  but  with  inward  forrow  rnuft  repine  ? 

Who  could  refufe  an  ofFet  fo  divine  ? 

Thee  to  admire,  encourage,  and  reward. 

Let  ev*ry  genVous  Briton  have  regard ; 
To  give  that  budding  merit  kindly  heat. 

Which  time,  with  dealing  hours,  (hall  make  compleat ; 

Then  the  rich  produce  we  may  hope  to  fee. 

Of  O1.DF1  eld's  excellence  reviv'd  in  thee.  . 

.  When  in  the  graceful  dance  thy  foot-fteps  move, 

Elegance  bids  each  man  of  fenfe  approve. 

E'en  things  minute  and  trivial  you  adoro. 
And  make  that  pleafe,  which  elfe  would  meet' our 

fcom. 

Thrice  happy  MackRn^  who  can  thus  retire, 

And  like  the  Phoenix  leave  thy  parent  fire, 

Which  muft,  as  long  as  judgment  rules  the  ball, 

Give  (pirit,  life,  and  happinefs  to  all.'' 

Mr.  Macklin  being  now  totally  difengaged, 

began  to  turn  his  thoughts  once  more  to  the 

Stage,  where  it  was  likely  he  would  be  more 

fuccefsful,  and  where  his  abilities  would  ap- 

pear to  the  beft  advantage.  About  the  be- 

ginning of  the  year  1756,  the  Proprietors  of 
Bb  4 
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the  Mufic-Hall,  in  Crow-ftreet,  Dublin,  were 

applied  to  by  Meflrs.  Macklin  and  Barry, 

rpfpefting  th^  purchafe  of  that  building,  on 
the  (ite  of  which  they  inteoded  to  ered  a 

new  Theatre,  by  fubfcription.  Mr.  Sheridan, 

who  was  at  that  time  fble  Manager  of  the 

United  Theatres  of  Aungier-ftreet,  and  Snw>ck' 

alley,  taking  the  alarm  at.  ̂   oppofitioo  h  for- 

midable being  fet  up  againft  him,  difpatch- 

ed  Mr.  Vi£lor,  his  Deputy^Manager,  to 
London,  with  the  view  of  preventing  Mr. 

Macklin  and  Mr.  Barry  from  perfevering  in 

thetafli  enterprize  of  building  a  new  Theatre. 

And  the  better  to  enfure  fuccefs  to  the  nego- 
tiation, Mr.  Sheridan  authorised  Mr,  Viflor, 

at  the  fame  time,  to  offer  Mr.  Barry  very  ad- 

vantageous terms^oo  which  he  ijiight  become 

cither  joint  or  fole  Manager  of  the  United 
Theatres,  if  he  (hould  have  any  obje^ion  to 

a  partnerfhip  concern.  But  the  proportions 

of  the  Dublin  Manager  were  reje£led,  and  an 

agreement  for  the  purchafe  of  the  Mufio* 

HaU  was  foop  after  compleated^ 
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'  To  carry  their  new  plan  into  immediate 
execution,  Mr.  Macklin  ̂ md  Mr.  Barry  fet 
out  from  London,  and  landed  in  Ireland  the 

latter  end  of  June,  1758,  and  foon  after  their 

arrival  in  Dublin,  the  walls  of  the  Mufic- 

Hall,  in  Grow-ftreet,  and  fome  adjacent  build- 
ings were  levelled  to  the  ground,  in  order 

to  lay  the  foundation  of  a  new  Theatre 
there. 

Many  and  various  were  the:  fcheme^  that 

were  now  adopted  for  preventing  the  builds 

ihg  of  Crow-ftreet  Theatre.  The  Proprietors 

of  the  United  Theatres  of  Aungier-ftreet  and 

Smock-alley,  drew  up  a  ftatement  of  their  cafe, 
which  they  had  printed  and  delivered  to  all 
the  Members  of  Parliament.  In  this  ftate- 

ment they  fet  forth  the  great  expence  that 

they  had  been  at,  in  building  and  compleat- 

ing  two  magnificent  Theatres  5  and  moft  ear- 
rieftly  prayed,  that  the  number  of  Theatres 

rrrfght  be  limited  by  Parliament,  as  in  London  5 

and  that  as  two  Play-houfes  were  thought  fuf- 
licient  for  the  metropolis  of  Great  Britain, 

that  one  might  be  fixed  for  Dublin. 
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Mr.  Macklin  inftantly  publiflied  an  anfwer 

to  this  printed  cafe  of  the  Proprietors,  where- 

in he  demanded  with  what  decency  the  faid 

Proprietors  of  Smock-Alley  Theatre,  could 

appear  in  their  Prayer  to  Parliament. 

He  obferved,  that  the  Theatre  in  Aungier- 
ftreet  was  built  by  a  large  fubfcription  of  the 

nobility  and  gentry,  about  theyear  1728,  and 

had  not  been  occupied  above  four  or  five  years, 

before  another  fubfcription  was  opened  for 

building  a  new  Theatre  in  Smock-alley, 

on  the  fpot  where  the  firft  Play-houfe  for- 
merly ftood ;  and,  therefore,  contended,  that 

it  was  highly  unjuft  apd  indecent  for  thofe 

gentlemen,  who  erefiled  a  Theatre  twenty- 
four  years  befwc,  in  direft  oppofition  to  a 

new  one  then  lately  built,  to  exclaim  againft 

an  Aft  which  they  had  themfelves  commit- 

ted, under  the  moft  aggravating  circum- 
ftances.  He  contended,  that  they  ought  to 

come  into  Court  with  clean  hands  j — but  we 

Ihall  here  infert  Mr.  Macklin's  own  words;-— 
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"  But  were  there  no  petition,  no  appeal, 

no  tongue,  or  pen,  moved  againft  him,  (Mf\ 

Sheridan)  can  it  be  conceived,  that  the  Re- 

prefentatives  of  this  city,  (Dublin)  in  their 

Legiflative  capacity;    or  that  a  Maloney  a 
Hutchinfoni  a  Floods  a  Hujjeyy  a  Brotvnlow ; 
or  that  the  Peers  and  Com^ions  of  this  land, 

would  fo  far  forget  their  own  dignity,  and 

their  truj,  their  equity,  and  the /acred  virtue 

of  the  Britifh  Conftitution,as  toftrip  the  City 
of  Dublin  of  its  immemorial  right;    as  to 

make  an  ex  poji  facto  law,  to  take  away  the 

property  of  the   fubfcribers  of  Crow-ftreet 

Theatre  ;  and  for  what  ? — a  public  utility  ? 

No.     To  remove  a  public  nuifance  ? — ^No — 
but  to  fecure  a  monopoly ;  and  for  whom  ? 

Why,  a  Player.— A  RofciusP  ̂ o— A  Sheridan  ! 
And  wherefore  ?  Becaufe  his  father  whipt  the 

fathers  and   grand-fathers,   and  fome  of  the 
Members  of   the  prefent  Parliament ;   and 

becaufe  this  Player  was  educated  in  the  Uni- 

verfity  df  Dublin ;  and  beca^ufe  he  gives  the 

public  to  underftand,  in  his  daily  converfa- 

tions,  that  he  is  the  greatejl  Actor  that  has 

been  for  ages  : — tliat  he  is  the  greatejt  Oraior, 
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Politiciani  Theologijt^  Grammarian^Rheteri^ 

cien — that  he  has  revived  the  long  loft  art  af 
Eloquence ;  and  that  he  will  teach  it  to  the 

Lords  and  Commons^  and  make  them  ni 

great  Orators  as  himfelf.  Upon  thefe  preten- 
fions  he  founds  his  claims  to  ̂   theatrical 

Monopohf ! 

"  When  there  is^  but  one  Tbefttre,  the  ne- 

ceffary  emulation  that  muft  ever  fubfift  be- 
tween rivals^  contending  for  public  favor,  is 

deftroyed.  It  is  this  laudable  contention  that 

keeps  up  the  fpirit  of  curiofity  in  the  Public, 
and  increafes  their  love  fot  theatrical  diver- 

fions.  Let  there  be  but  one  Theatre,  and  the 

fpirit  of  exertion  in  a  Manager  will  foon  be- 

'  come  extin£l.  If  the  Manager  is  an  avari- 
cious xfizxiy  that  paffion  muft  be  fed  by  get- 

ting cheap  Aftors ;  or,  if  he  is  a  vain,  often- 

tatious  coxcomb,  that  wants,  in  fpite  of  na- 
ture and  fortune,  to  pafs  for  a  Lucullus,  or 

the  Petronius  Elegantiarum  of  the  age  j  why, 

then,  to  cover  his  table  with  dainties,  and 

charge  his  goblets  with  wines  of  princely 

price,  he  muft  retrench  the  expences  of  the; 
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Stage,  by  procuring  mre  dancers^  fire-eaters^ 

and  all  the  hallatroni  of  Sadler^s- Wells,  and 
the  cheapeft  A6lors  that  can  be  had  from 

ftrolUng  companies ;  and  like  them,  too,  they 

muft  be  dreffed^  while  the  Manager  him- 
felf  muft  be  fupported  with  wax4ightSy  nez^ 

fceneSj  drejes,  and  other  decorations — *^  By 

defire  of  feveral  ladies  of  quality ''  This  was 
the  head  moft  comn>only  prefixed  to  Mr. 

Sheridan's  Play-bills. 

**  But  let  there  be  a  rival  Theatre^  and  the 
money  which  would  otherwife  be  expended 

in  faucy  prodigality,  mud  be  appropriated  to 

procure  good  A6iors,  and  rational  entertdtt- 
ment  for  the  Public.    • 

"  The  Corporation  of  Dublin  are  bound  by 
reafon,  confcience,  and  focial  fellowftiip,.  to 

aft  up  to  the  end  for  which  they  were  firft  in- 
corporated ;  namely,  to  watch,,  guard  over, 

and  preferve  the  Rights  and  Privileges  of  this 

City,       . 

"  There  never  was' yet  an  opinion  fo  ab- 
flird,  but  had  its  believers  j  nor  a  mind  fo  im- 

4 
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pudent  and  vlfionary^  but  had  its  followers 
and  admirers.  Mahomet  has  eftablifhed  a  re- 

ligion ',  and  Sheridan  has  undertaken  to  make 
the  Houfe  of  Lords  and  Commons,  the  Lord- 

Lieutenant,  and  the  City  of  Dublin,  believe, 

that  he  is  a  modejt  man,  a  genteel  man,  an 

eloquent  man,  and  an  hone^  man — And  many 
think  that  he  will  fucceed  in  his  attempt  to 

prevent  the  building  of  Crow-ftreet  Theatre/ 

"  He  has  undertaken  to  (hew,  that  he  is 
a  great  Grammarian,  Rhetorician,  Politician, 

&c. ;  that  he  has  revived  the  long  lojl  art  of 

Eloquence :  and  that  he  is  capable  of  inftruft* 
ing  a  Mfllone  in  that  art. 

**  Now,  it  muft  be  fliewn  on  what  he 
founds  his  pretenfions.  Are  we  to  be  told, 

that  he  taught  her  Majefty  and  the  Uni- 
verfities  the  Englifh  Languge ;  and  that  he 

has  difcovered  the  art  of  Eloquence  ?  Abun- 

dant inftances  of  his  ftyle,  his  grammar,  and 

his  eloquence,  might  be  given,  that  would 

prove  the  contrary.  And  to  fliew  that  he  is 

better  qualified  to  manage  a  Theatre  than  any 
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other  man,  we  have  occafion  only  to  take  a 

a  retrofpcfl:  of  his  management — his  7iew  en- 

tertainments—  his  wax-lights  —  his  zvire^ 
dancers — his  fire-eaters ,  and  his  debts  J  . 

"  Who  are  the  perfons  that  he  has  gained 
to  his  caufe  ? — ^The  young,  the  unwary,  arid 
the  credulous.  Has  he  gained  Malo7ie,  Perry ̂ 

Floods  BrotvnloWy  or  Hufiey  P^^No.  If  there 

is  to  be  a  monopoly,  is  he  the  man  beft  qua-  ̂ 
lified  to  become  poffeffed  of  it  ?  Is  he  to  be 

preferred  for  the  fzveetnefs  of  'his  voice ;  for 
his  modejly ;  his  gracejulnefs  of  perfon  and 

aftion ;  his  prudence  as  a  Man  and  a  Manager ; 

his  (economy^  and  \i\%  jujiice  f  Sheridan  fets  up 

for  the  Martin  Luther  of  the  Age,  but  he  is 

truly  the  Mahomet  of  it. 

"  He  preaches  up  reformation^  but  his  doc- 
trine is  tyranny.  His  public  good,  that  he 

fo  vauntingly  boafts  of,  is  comprized  in  felfifh 

ambition :  not  a  propofition  has  he  advanced 
that  is  notfalfe.  He  would  enflave  the  Aftors, 

and  give  laws  to  the  Corporation,  and  to  the 

People  in  their  Theatres.  His  policy  ever  has 
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t^een  to  calumniate  every  Aftor's  public  and 
private  character  ;  to  treat  him  as  a  vile, 

contemptible,   low  being ;   to  degrade   the 

profeflion    by  which  he  fubfifted^ — the  onlf 
profeflion  by  which  he  could  have  got  more 

than  a  mere  fubfiftence,  as  it  was  the  only 

one  in  which  he  could  have  impofed  upon  the 

Public  (I  mean  the  Irifli  Public),  for  England 

foon  found  out  his  incapacity,  and  foon  diC-' 
covered  the  diffonance  of  his  voice,  the  la-, 

boured  quaintnefs  of  his  enjphafis,  the  ince/- ' 
fant  flux  of  his  fpeech — his  general  offence. 

The  appellative  "  Aftor'*  he  difclaimcd;  and 
inftead  of  going  by   that   denomination,  he 

ftyled  himfelf  a  Gefitlemariy  and  all  the  reft 

Actors.      He  condemned    Garrick^     Barry, 

Pozvely  and  2uin.     He  has  been  defpifed  as ' 
'an  Aftor  in  England — Was  it  his  merit  that  ̂ 
excited    that     contempt  ?      Moft    certainly 

not.      He    gdve    Attic     Entertainments    in 

London,  in  the  courfe  of  which  he  read  paf- 
fages  from   Milton  and  Dryden :  And  what 

followed  ?    Why,  his   Audience   gaped   and 

yawned — he  dulled  them  even  to  ftupor.      "^ 
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/  "  During  the  courfe  of  the  fame  entertain- 
ment he  gave  a  compofition  of  his  ownto  the 

Fair  Sex.  He  told  them  how  nec^fTary  it  was 

to  read  gracefull)%  This  was  very  novel !  Their 

grand-mothers  had  told  them  the  fame  thing 
,  when  they  were  in  frocks.  His  Audience 

laughed  him  to  fcom-— he  has  tired  out  Bath, 
Oxford,  Cambridge,  and  every  Theatre  in 
London :  as  an  Aflor  he  could  not  live^  The 

Public  would  not  attend  him ;  he  would  be 

a  Manager,  or  nothing— It  is  all  over  with 
him  as  an  A£lor. 

**  Will  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  ftrip  the 
City  of  Dublin  of  a  right,  to  give  it  to 
Sheridan  ?  The  Parliament  of  Great  Britain 

has  made  an  AQ.  againft  Witches ;  and  the 

Parliament  of  Ireland  may  make  qn^  in  fa- 

vour of  an  Impojlor;  it  may,  but  it  is  not 

probable  that  it  wilh 

*'  Roor  Sherry  has  been  actit^  mad,  ha^ 
ranguing  mad,  teaching  mad,  reading  mad, 

managing  7nad,  and  he  is  now  monopoli/ 

mad  !  If  any  gentleman  or  lady  has  any  doubt 
Vol.  L  C  c 
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ftbblQt  his  4il&Dity,  tet  ̂   fub)e£t  be  flafted, 

fthd  -let  him  be  drawn  into  ̂   converfkiton, 

-'llnd  then  it  will  ̂ nty  remain  to  be  obftrved, 

"hdw  he  will  teirangtie  like  a  Madman,  ijit 

^ny^p^ffdn  bilt'obfiirtre  his  cbnfidetioe,  hk  fq- 

^iUfy,  hfs  haughtinefs,  his  percttijitdfinefe, 

and  his '  utter  •  itiatt^ntioti  to  what  others  'ad« 

*Vance  in  ̂argilttient,  'and,  I  fhinfk*  they  witi 

'^bhdbde  ̂ *fat  he  will  die  inaWiaU-kdUfe. 

'^  WdUlii 'titty  Itnm  in  -his^fdnfes  hax^gone 
to  Oxford  upon  the  errand  th&t  he  did  ̂ -j^^-C^f- 

tainly  not.    He  fued  for  an  Aft  of  Parliament 

mtti  ;ye&P8  '*go,  a^d  ̂ Was  then  treated  4s  a 
%adni9h:   histpropo&l  Was  d^fpifed.     >Be 

^ftWs  hdw  *fer  a  Theatrical  Mianopbly,  whi^ 
^iVes^a  mftti  m  opportunity  of  t>ecoming  ato 
oppfeilbr,  an  6xt<irtion^r,  and  a  tyrant.    ($( 

^all  tlife  laws  that  folly,  •  i^fndfance,  or  tyfaritty- 

can  fuggeft,  none  can  befo  oppofite  as  mo- 

nopoly to  the  fpirit   of  juftice,   commerce, 

•^eteukitidn,  *ncdurag*mifet  s  <^r  tolhe  l]^irit 
-and  letter  df  the  Cdnftitittidnr  df  •our'ft^^alif^s. 
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•«  Wben'the  BMfh  P^fJfanient  regokted  the 
Stagfij  it  preferved  all  th«  rights,  aJl  the  powers; 

th^t  the  Law  oi*  the  Crown  b?id  befote  granted 
to  men  refpe^iog  Theatres.  There  ©re  nowr 

three  Patents  ei^tant  for.  siting  Plays  in 

London  i  two  pf  them  are  for  ever,  one,  of 
which  I  remember  to  have  been  fold  for  70/, 

pot  forty  years  ago.  Two  of  thepi  are  noMT 

the  property  of  the  Maiipger  of  CovestI 

Qarden  j  the  oth^r  is  employe^  «t  Drwry  Laa^ 
'Jlieatre- 

''  Suppotfe  the  Houfe  ̂ f  Comnions  wer^ 
t9  turn  Managers  o(  a  Theatre/  ai;i4  that  th^3i 

were  to  pwmpt   their  SubrM^Dager-^wJtui| 
then?  This  kind  pf  government  has  been  ejct 

perienced  in  Aungier4h:ef  t^  and  in  L^ndoni 

and  was  produ£tive  of  nothing  but  cpnfu£on. 

Every  controuling  Manager,   in   fuch  cafe, 

will  have  bi$  Mifti^fs  turned  ioto  ̂   Aftrefs— 

$he  mtift  have  a  ftlary—rmerit  ibe  need  not; 

have  from  nature,  Jcnowl^dge^  gr  experience  j 
flic  will  be  fure  tp  derive  fufficieftt  froi»  hei 

patron.     His  topgue  will  declare  her  merit, 

and  his  plaudits  wiJl  confirm  it— But  to  return 
C  c  2 
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to  the  monopoly  of  Mr.  Sheridan :  Let  us  fee 

how  he  ufed  it,  and  what  improvements  he 

made  in  Public  Amufements,  and  what  for- 

tune he   acquired  during  the  time  that  he 

vrzsfole  Manager.  The  Conduflors  and  Pro- 
prietors of  all  other  Public  Places  hated  him 

moft  cordially.    There  was  not  an  Affembly, 

Mufic-Hall,  Public  Garden,  &c.  that  he  was 

not  at  enmity  with.    He  monopolized  all  the 
mufic  he  could,  in  order  to  diftrefs  Doctor 

Mo/s,    and    every   Mufic    Meeting  —  This 
brought  on  his  ruin.    This  arbitrary  fpirit, 

together  with  his  vanity,  caufed  his  deftruc- 
tion.     If  he  is  to  be  recompenfed  for  the 

lofs  of  his  property,   and  for  offending  the 

Public  in  various  ways,  and  at  various  times, 
let  it  be  done  without  the  eftablifhment  of  a 

monopoly. 

*5  Let  him  be  made  a  Member  of  Parlia- 
menty  a  CommiJJioner  of  Excife,  a  Vicar,  a 

Dean,  or,  if  you  will,  a  Bijkop ;  there  will 

be  no  injuftice  in  that— he  is  eloquent,  lie 

will  be  an  example  for  the  Clergy — ^he  will 

-J 
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manage  a  diocefe  well — ht  will  five  luftrc 

-to  the  Houfe  of  Commons !" 

Mr.  Macklin  urged  and  expatiated  upon 

a  variety  of  other  topics  fo  forcibly  and 

truly,  that  he  turned  the  tide  of  popular 

favor  on  the  fide  of  the  New  Building.  And, 

as  many  of  the  leading  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment were  fubfcribere  to  the  New  Theatre, 

in  Crow-flreet,  and  many  more  well  wifliers 

to  it,  the  ereftion  of  the  Play-houfe  fuffered 
hardly  any  delay  or  impediment;  and  the 

cafe  of  the  Proprietors  of  Aungier-ftreet  suid 

Smock-alley  remained  negle£ted  and  un- 

pitied. 

Both  parties  began  now  to  colle£l  their 

forces,  and  to  procure  auxiliaries '  from  all 
quarters.  Mr.  Barry  made  propofah  to  Mr, 

Woodward,  at  Drury  Lane,  to  become  a 

Joint-Manager  and  Proprietor,  which  were 

accepted.  The  feceffion  from  Smock-alley, 
oi  Mr.  King,  Mr.  Dexter,  and  Mrs.  Fitzkenry, 
who  entered  into  articles  with  Mr.  Barry, 

was  a  fevere  blow  to  Mr.  Sheridan.  To  re- 

C  c  3- 



{>a{r  thi!$  k>fV,  th6  Matiaget  and  his  Depntjr 
came  to  London^  ai^  took  immediate  meak 

fures  to  engage  Mr.  DiggeSy  and  Mr^, 
Wutd. 

Mr.  ThojMlns  Cibber  wis  a)fo  engaged ; 

Atid'atlittfam^  tiiiie,  Maddox^  the  celebrated 
^nt«-Aancer,  iras  artkled  with  fi^r  SOOi 

to  be  tlie  Harlequiny  and  to  exhibit  bis  im- 

|>nMremekits  oa  the  ̂ tire.  A  tiew  Pantotnime 

iiM8  a)fo  fmrchafed  from  the  Manager  <4 

Sadie's  Wells,  widi  the  fcenery,  macbloerjr^ 
toe.  Bat,  unfortunately,  tl|e  ihip  on  board  of 

tHiich  poor  Cibber,  Madd<»c«  andthereft^ 

the  tribe  from  Sadler's  Wells  embarked*  Wap 
overtaken  by  a  ftorm,  and  driven  on  the  eoaft 

«^Scot)ai»d,  where  ihp  foundered,  and  ̂ Very 

^ibu)  -on  board  periflied  i 

Jherp  Hvas  a  Noble  Bad,  v^  A  his  youi^eft 

fon,  aqiKd  about  feventy  p»i|bnf  erSj,  oo  bQa|d 
<this  fatal  (hip. 

The  oqpppihion  b(3tweeii  Criwt^^^/  and 

-Smack-aliey  now  f^omm^cedi  and  w^s  car- 



]fVd  pn,  vn|h*  Angular  i^dullry>  and  mu^;^  y^ 
}fei$\ci^t,  tQt^  mutual  lofs  aod  di(§race  of 

op§nkig  ofi  tb^  N^w  Theatre  in  Crow-ftrei?% 
Mr.  M^l^n>  l»»yiijg  reafito  to  bje  djQft^$$p4 

¥fijth  fe«i^  pa?t  o^  itf r.  9 vry's  cppd^fili,  ̂ ilfc 
^w  bjl:snfelf  from  tbf  majiag^m^^l*  Wli  C^ 

Iwned  tQ  Ei?gl#n4> 

UpoRbwJirriv^iu  Loa<jion,  Mr.  Mapklin 

m^/i^  his  re^ppearajwe  at  Duury  Lane 

TlbiBatre,  fw;  hi%  <te.ughter'&  benefit,  and.  tb' 
neWed  the  Tvarmeft  graduktions  and  iin> 

bounded  plaadits  of  ̂   mofL  briUiant  and 

tn'owded  Audience*  They  bailed  the  return 
of  their  old  favourite  by.  the  moft  rapturous 

applaufe  ;  and  tAr.  Macklin's  feeJings  on  the 
Qccafioin  vfere  fo  overcome  by  this  genelbus 

teftimony  of  an  admiring  i^ublic,  that  feveial 

minutes  elapfed  before  he  recovered  himfelf 

fufficiently  to  difplfry  his  abilities,  and  to  de- 
monftrate,  that  his  powers  of  afting  were  ra- 

ther increafed  than  diminiflied  during  his  re- 

tirement. After  playing  for  his  daughter's 
benefit,  a  circumftance  that  was  always  up- 

C  C  4 
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permoft  in  his  mind,  and  that  he  always  was 

extremely  anxious  of  performing^,  he  cm- 
ployed  himfclf  in  writing  for  the  Stage.  In 

the  winter  of  1758,  Mr.  Viftor,  the  Deputy* 

Manager  of  Smock-alley,  made  propofals  to 

Mifs  Macklin,  who  had 'Stained  leave  from 
the  Managers  of  Drury  Lane  to  accompany 

her  father  to  Ireland,  and  to  play  there  along 

with  him  the  fucceeding  after-feafon.  How- 
ever, when  Mn  Viftor  wrote  from  Dublin  to 

Mr,  Macklin,  the  April  followbg,  and  was 

defirous  of  doling  an  agreement  with  him 

and  Mifs  Macklin  to  play  twelve  nights  at 

Smock-alley  Theatre,  the  very  precaridus 

ilate  of  Mifs  Macklin's  health  induced,  her 
fond  father,  who  was  not  willing  to  fubjed 

her  to  the  fatigue  of  fo  long  ̂   journey,  to  de* 

cline  accepting  the  advantageous  propofals  of 

the  Dublin  Manager, 
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Cf>dp.  xxm. 

AT  the  clofe  of  the  year  1758,  Mr, 
Macklin  fuftaiped  a  very  heavy  lofs  by 

the  denth  of  Mrs.  Macklin.  She  had  been 

for  fome  months  in  a  declining  ftate,  but 

iier  diflblution  was  certainly  haftened  by  the 
loffes  and  misfortunes  of  her  huiband, 

Mrs.  Macklin  may,  by  her  judgment  and 

execution  in  the  parts  that  (he  undertook,  be 

ranked,  with  very  great  prc^riety,  in  the  firft 

clafs  of  AflreiTes.  She  never  fet  up  for  an 

heroine,  or  attempted  to  appear  in  an  impro- 

per light.  She  knew  the  power  of  her  own 
talents,  and  always  (hone  with  unborrowed 

luftre,  without  the  danger  of  being  eclipfed. 

Her  propriety  in  drefs,  for  the  various  charac* 

ters  that  ihe  performed,  was  another  circum- 
ftance  that  fhe  was  peculiarly  attentive  to, 

and  that  was  generally  pafled  over  by  moft  of 

her  contemporaries.    In  her  perfon  fhe  was 
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rather  below  the  middle  fize,  but  extremely 

well  formed :  (he  'had  no  pretenfions  to 
beauty,  but  hQr  gountenaijce  was  un(:om- 

monly  expreffive.  In  ihort|  ihe  was  an  ad- 
mirable Af^refs^  and  underftood  the  fcience 

oS  aSing  a»  welt  as  her  great  Preeeplpr, 
Many  ladies  ftood  i^ry  much  indebted  to  her 
fyr  her  kind  advice  and  inftru^ians.  Befides 

the  feveral  characters  that  we  have  mention- 

ed, Mrs,  Macklin  was  unrivalled  in  many 

other  parts,  namely,  The  Widow  Btackacre^ 
in  The  Plain  Dealer  \  Mrs.  Day^  in  l^he 

Committee ;  The  Widew  Lackeiy  in  Oroenoko ; 

Lady  Pliant^  in  7he  Double  Dealer  5  Daris^^ 
in  JS/op ;  Mrs.  Jmelet,  in  The  Confederacy  i 

tady  Wisfor'ty  in  The  Way  of  the  World. 
To  conclude,  flie  was  an  affeftionate  wife,  a 

fond  mother,  and  a  ftefdiiaft  friend. 

There  was  not  much  more  than  the  ititeiv 
ventioii  of  ̂   few  weeks  between  the  death  of 

Mrs.  Macklin  dnd  Mr.  Luke  0*Meally^ 
the  father-in-law  of  Mr.  Macklin.  Mr. 

0*Meally  died  at  Cloncurry,  at  a  very  ad- 

vanced age,  fincerely  regretted  by  a  very  nu- 

J 



merofas  circle  of  frieiid$  and  acquaiotaBCes ; 

and  Mrs.  O'Meally  {Mr,  MackHu's  mother) 
waskft  afecond  time  a  widow^  and  continued 

to  carry  on  the  bufinefs  of  the  Blue  BcH  htn^ 

at  Cloncurry,  for  feveral  years  aftci)  witk 

great  fupc^fs  and  ability. 

In  the  year  1759  Mr,  Macklin  prefentcd 

his  Farce  of  Love-a-la-^Mo^  to  the  Managers 
of  Drury  JLane  Theatre.  When  Mr,  Garrick 
read  It,  he  declared  it  would  not  do,  but  ofan 

ferred,  at  the  fame  time,  that  if  the  Author 

^x^^^^  it,  the  Farce  fhould  be  reprefented. 
The  opinion  of  Mr.  Garrick  having  gone 

abroad,  feveral  of  the  Players  publicly  fore- 
told its  approac^hing  deftruition  %  nay,  fome  di 

them,  who  had  no  opinion  of  their  own,  and 

who  were  guided  by  their  great  matter,  re- 
fufed  to  perform  in  the  Piece.  However, 
Mr.  Macklin  was  not  in  the  leaft  diflxearten- 

ed  on  this  account.  He  defpifed  the  judgment 

of  Mr.  Garrick,  as  much  as  other  Players  ad* 

flftired  and  approved  it. 
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Befidcs,  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Garrick,  in 

the  years  1756,  1758,  and  1759,  was  firefh  in 
the  recolleftion  of  Mn  Mackjrn,  He  could 

entertain  but  little  refpeft  for  the  opinion, 
the  candor,  or  the  fincerity  of  the  man,  who 

had  fucceffively  rejefted  the  Douglas  of  Mr. 

John  Home,  the  Cleone  of  Mr.  Dodfley,  and 

Mr.  Murphy's  Orphan  of  China.  The  great 
admirer  and  panegyrift  of  Mr.  Garrick 

(we  mean  Mr.  Davies),  fpeaking  of  Mr. 

Home's  Tragedy,  declares,  **  that  great  xvir 
tereft  was  made  for  Douglas,  cannot  be  quef- 

tioned:  the  author's  connexions  with  fome 

great  perfons  at  Leitefter  Houfe,  who  en- 
couraged his  abilities,  and  favoured  his  in- 

tereft,  we  fhould  have  imagined,  would  have 

fuperfeded  all  objeftions,  and  brought  on  the 

Play  without  hefitation;  but  Mr.  Garrick's 
opinion  of  it  could  not  be  removed;  he  thought 

the  plot  was  too  Jimple  and  undramaticy 

This  is  an  extraordinary  proof  of  his  incapa- 
city to  decide  on  Dramatic  worth.  But  let 

us  obferve  what  Mr.  Davies  fays  further—^ 
"  Mr.  Garrick  had  the  double  mortification 
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of  feeing  this  Pky  afted  with  great  appro- 
bation and  fuccefs,  at  Covent-Garden,  and 

of  being    obliged    to  a£l   two   of  Homers 

Tragedies,    written    with    inferior  ability.'*" 
Here  we  find  a  ftronger  proof  of  his  ftallow 

judgment.     He  condemned  the  fterling  merit 

of  Douglas y  which  has  maintained  itfelf  fuc- 
cefefuUy  ever  fmce  upon  the  Stage ;  aiid  he 

extolled   and  approved   "  7he   Agis^^    and 

"  The  Siege  of  Aquiteia,**   two  weak  com- 
pofitions  of  the   fame   Author,    Thefe  tw;o  . 

Pieces  fretted  their  fhorthour  upon  the  Stage, 

and  are  now  heard  no  more.    We  pafs  next 

to  the  Cleone  of  Mr.  Dodflley. 

This  Play  had  been  read  and  approved  by 

Dr.  Johnfon,  and  many  perfons  of  tafte  and 

learning.    That  Cleone  fpeaks  the  language 
of  nature,  cannot  be  denied;  and,  when  it  was 

afted,  was  highly  approved,  and  drew  tears 

from  many  brilliant  Audiences.     But  let  us 

fee  what  Mr.  Garrick's  opinion  was  of  this 
Play.      Mr.   Davies    records    that — "  Mr. 
Garrick  rejected  Cleone ^  with  great  marks 

of  contempt^  and  termed  it  a  cruel,   bloadj/, 

and  luuiatural  Playi^  and  in  another  place 
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the  (ame  Author  writes—*^  6ut  it  mujt  he  can* 
Ajffedf  by  thq/e  who  efieemed  Mr.  G^rmk 

m0j^  that  bis  conduct  in  the  whole  dijpute 
with  Mr.  Dodflej/y  was  unjuftifiabU,  an(| 
that  he  treated  m  worthy  man,  and  an  cid 

acquaintance,  with  feverity  and  unkindfisfiy 

If  Mr.  Dodfley,  the  intimate  friend  of  Mr^ 

Garrick,  couM  not  procure  better  treatmi^^i: 

tbafii  this,  what  had  Mr.  Macklin  to  expe£l> 
{com  the  fame  man,  who  envied  his  taints, 

and  hated  his  |K)pu]arit7« 

His  decifion  on  The  Orphan  of  China, 

which,  befides  the  reputation  of  Mr.  Murphy, 

had  Voltaire's  name  to  recommend  it,  com* 

pletes  the  climax  of  bis  i^noranoe^  his  ihuf* 

flings  and  his  infmcerity. 

After  *he  flay  was  read  over  and  over 

again  by  Mr.  Garrici:,  and  objections  point- 
ed out  Jby  him  were  removed  by^be  Author  3 

and  after  a  variety  of  cavils  and  altercations 

between  the  Manager  and  Poet,  Mr.  Garrick 
at  lafl;  declared,  that  the  Play  was  not  fit  for 

the,  Stagey   .and    recommended  it    to  Mr. 
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Murphy  to  <:hanrge  his  ptati,  or  tnake  fudl 

dterations  a-slie  imaged  t^rould  give  a  much 

bettcfr  Stage  effeft  than  "  The  Orphan  of 

China!*  tould  poiEbly  produce  in  ̂?ts  then 
ftate.  The  Atithor,  tbed  out  with  perpetual 

obje)5Kbns  to  this  Scene,  anfl  that  Aft;  td 

fhjs  Tbcident,  and  to  that  Speech,  aiked  Mr. 

Garri<^,  if  he  woiild  abide  by  the  decifion 

of  Mr.  Wimam  Wkiteheudy  refpctHng  i!he 

mferkof'the  Tragedy;  this  wais  affenrtedto 
by  Mr.  ̂ Garrick.  Now  let  us  q«ote  Mr. 

Davies  again — "  Mr.  Whitehead  accepted  the 
tajkf  and  in  very  explicit  terms  declared 

his  opinionin  faoor  of  the  Orphan  of  China. 

•5r%i?  Manager  was  not  a  Utile  mortified  "to 
Ififid  his  judgment  thus  jcontradicted  by  feis 

friend  4he  Pifet  Laureate* 

The  Tragedy  of  Tke*Orphan  vf  China -VfSLS 

univerfally  approved,  "^nd  performed  many 

'nights  with  the  greateft  approbation 'and  ap* 
'plaiife. 

So  much  for  the  correct  judgment  and  7iSble 

criticifms  of  little  David  Garrick.    But  to  r^- 

8 
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turn  to  Lsroe*a^la*Mode :  Mr.  Macklin  being 
confciou^  of  its  merit,  and  holding  cheap  the 

opinion  that  Mr.  Garrick  had  pronounced 

upon  it,  had  the  Farce  rehearfed,  under  his 

own  immediate  care  and  inrpe£lion.  It  is 

well  known,  that  no  Play  ever  raifed  fo  many 
Performers  into  notice,  as  this  little  Piece. 

For  Mr.  Macklin  always  took  uncommon 

pains  to  inftru£l  every  Ador  that  had  to  per- 

'  form  a  part  in  it,  and  by  that  means  render- 
ed the  performance  corred,  and  improved 

the  Player  ever  after. 

On  its  firft  reprefentation,  Mr.  Macklin 

performed  Sir  Archy  MSarcafm  j  Mr. 

Moody,  Sir  Callaghan  O^Brallaghan^  and 

Mr,  King,  ̂ Squire  Groom.  The  Farce  was 
received  with  unbounded  applaufe,  and  had 

^  very  confiderable  run.  Here  we  have  ano- 

ther inftance  of  Mr.  Garrick's  icife  judgment 
in  Theatrical  Pieces.  The  different  Perform- 

ers acquitted  themfelves  highly  to  the  fatis- 
faftion  of  the  Public,  and  were  well  repaid 
for  their  exertions. 

-^^■r ==i 
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Of  th€  great  merit  of  this  Kttle  Piece  it  is 

almoft  unneceffary  to  fay  one  wordy  a$,it  is 

before  the  .Public*  A  great  proof  of  its 

worth  is,  that  it  has  kept  its  gromid  ever 

fittce  upon  the  Stage,  and  has  been  highly 

approved  by  every  Audience  that  has  feen  it 

reprefented. 

Love-a^-Mode-  conveys  a'  juft  and  fevere 
(d^itt  on  the  bafe  dapKcity,  pride,  and  mean- 

neft  of  feme  Scotchmen  ;  atod  on  the  pemi- 
cioas  attachment  of  our  yofuog  Nobiitty  and 

Ge©try  to  hxxk^tzcmg. 

Sir  Callaghan  is  a  good  portrait  of  a 

brave,  blundering,  honeft  Iriihman,  and  Beau 

Mordecmy  an  excellent  picture  of  a  little, 

cuTming^  Jao  Broker.  The  Englifhman,. 
Irifhman,  Scotchman,  and  Jew,  are  all  drawn 

together,  to  pay  their  addrefle&  to  a  young 

lady  of  very  confiderable  fortune,  whofe 

Guardian,  to  try  the  fincerity  of  their  love  for 

his  Ward,  acquliints^  th^nl  with  the  fud- 
den  lofs  of  her  fortune.  Upon  this  informa- 

tion they  all  declare  off,  e^ccept  the  Iriihman, 
Vol.  I.  Dd 



402  THE    LIFE    OF 

who  exclaims,  "  That  the  lovely  perfon  of  the 

Lady  is  a  fufficient  fortune  for  him  !'* — Her 
Guardian  then  beftows  her  on  the  Irifhman, 

whom  he  gives  to  underftand,  that  (he  is 

ftill  in  poffeffion  of  her  ample  fortune,  to  the 
no  fmall  mortification  of  all  the  other 

parties. 

The  feveral  fcenes,  in  which  thefe  well 

drawn  charafters  are  introduced,  are  full  of 

ihrewd  remarks,  ftrong  humour,  and  poignant 

fatire  -,  and  abound  with  pertinent  obfervations 
on  the  manners  and  cuftoms  of  the  times. 

Some- gentlemen  of  North  Britain  were,  dur- 

ing the  firft  run  of  the  Farce,  highly  exaf- 
peratcd  at  the  charafter.of  Sir  Archy,  which 

they  very  imprudently  declared  was  a  fatire 
upon  the  whole  kingdom  of  Scotland.  This 
circumftance  turned  out  exaftly  as  the  Author 

imagined  it  would;  the  refentment  of  the 

Caledonians  provoked  the  mirth  of  others, 

and  fpread  the  fame  of  Love-a-la-Mode  all 
over  the  town.  That  Scotland,  as  well  as 

England  and  Ireland,  can  furnifli  materials 

to  draw  pictures  of  pride,  flattery,  duplicity. 

J 
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vanity,  and  meannefs,  cannot  furely  be  de- 

nied; but  as  the  diffolutie,  prodigal  *  Squire^ 
Groom  would  not  be  acknowledged  to  be  a 

faithful  reprefentative  of  all  England,  nor  the  , 

blundering  Sir  Callaghariy  of  Ireland,  neither 

can  we  fuppofe  that  MSarcafm  was  draWn 

to  reprefent  the  whole  kingdom  of  Scotland. 

However,  the  prejudices  of  a  few  gentlemen 

of  that  country  were  very  ftrong  for  a  long 

time,  and  were  not  eafily  removed ;  whilft 

others,  of  the  fame  nation,  enjoyed  the  hu- 
mour as  highly  as  the  relt  of  the  Audience, 

The  Farce  is  now  particularly  reH(he4  by  a 
Scotch  Audience. 

George  11.  who  was  then  in  the  77th  year 

of  his  age,  and  had  for  fome  time  difcon- 
tinued  his  appearance  at  the  Theatres,  had 

heard  fo  much  of  Love-a-la-Modcy  that  he 

fent  for  the  Manufcript,  and  commanded  an  ̂ 
old  Hanoverian  officer  to  read  it  to  him. 

This  perfon  fpent  eleven  weeks  in  mifrepre-' 
feriting  the  Author's  meaning.  The  German 
was  totally  void  of  humour,  and  was,  befides, 

not  well  acquainted  with  th^  Englifh  Ian- 
Dd2 



4P4.  THE    LIFE    OF 

guage.  The  Kii^gj,  however,,  exprefled  great 

fatisfa£lion  at  the  Irilhman's  getting  the  bet- 
ter of  lus  rivals,  and  gaining  the  young 

lady. 

About  this  time,  Mr.  Barry^  the  Crow- 

ftreet  Manager,  madQ  very  advantageous  pro-, 

•j^gfals  to  Mr^  MacWio,  which  were  apcepte4- 
l^p  accordingly  made  preparations  to  fqt, 

qqt  'for  IrQls^d,  btut,  previous  tq  his.  depart, 
turn  from  En|^ai;4f  he  rei9lyQ4  to  enter 

ag?im  into.  th«  'matrimonial,  ftaite.  Mr. 
Mack|io,  having  long  enjoye4:  the  cojpat 

fort's  of  a  married  life,  and  being  ̂ jways.  a 
domeftic  map,  felt  very  materially  the  lofs  of 

l^is.  form^  wife.  During  the  tijpe  tb^  he 

VKa^.  Manager  oj[  the  Tbeatrje;  at  Chftfter  he 

fr,eqjuently  met  a  yxiiing  lady  in  company, 

that  garticularly  attracted  Ws  attention  With, 

her  f^thej,  who  was  a  very  refpeftable.  pri- 
vaje  gentkn\an,.  Mr-  MwWin  was  in  habits, 

of  the  clofeft  iptimajcy.  A  treaty  wa^ .  irnxw-* 

diatglyfet  on  foot^  and  the  young  lady,  hay-, 

ing  given,  her  confent,  the  marriage  articles, 

were  foon^  aftex  fettled  by  her  father.    Mr- 

-     •  ti  >r 

-J 
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M^ck^  was  married  6n  the  lOth  of  Septerti- 

hdr,  l169y  to  Mffs  H'tizaireth  Jones,  a  youn^ 
kdy,  yAto  to  great  degance  of  form,  and 

many  polite  acccompiiftinlieilits,  joiited  We 
more  atoiable  viifues  of  the  mitid.  t^  m^¥- 

riage  ceremony  being  over,  Mr.  Macklih  fet 

out  for  Ireland,  to  fulfil  iiis  engagement  with 
Ac  Diiblm  Managers.  The  New  Theatre 

in  Crow-ftteet  feetaed  the  firft  yfeaV  to  pw- 

ttiife  fuccelfe  to  Meffrs.  Barry  iatid  Wcrodttratfl. 

Thty  hati  gained  a  tritimfAi ;  as  Mr.  ̂ Sherldafa, 

after  ettdeavouring,  unfutrcefsfully,  to  ftem 

Mie  current  of  feftiion,  arrd  oppofe  fo  formi- 
dable an  tnettty,  was  obliged  to.fetiVe  from 

the  fcene  of  aftion,  a  confiderable  hkf,  arid 

repair  to  England. 

ftufhed  with  their  fuccefs  the  firft  feafon, 

beiides  engaging  Mr.  Macklin,  they  alfo  hired 

Mr.  MofTop,  at  a  very  confiderable  falary 

and  he  was  extremely  fervifceable  to  his  em- 

ployers, by  afting  along  with  Mr.  Barry  in 

thofe  Tragedies,  in  which  two  parts,  of  almoft 

eqtial  cottfequence,  are  Ikilfally  cohtra-diftin- 
guifhed  from  each  other  by  their  Authors. 

Dd3 



406  ,  THE    tlFE    OF 

The  Dublin  critits  were  highly  gratified  this 

feafon  with  Barry  and  Moflbp,  in  Marc 

Antony  and  Ventidius^  Pierre  and  Jaffier^ 

Cajlalio  and  Chamont,  Tamerlane  and 

Bajazetf  Lothario  and  Horatio,  Phocyas 

and  Cakd.    ' 

The  new  Managers,  being  determined  to 

fpare  no  expence^  entered  alfo  into  articles 

with  Mr.  Foote  this  feafon.  The  novelty  of 

Woodward's  Pantomimes,  together  with 

Foote's  comical  Pieces ;  and  the  amazing  at- 
traction of  Mr.  Macklin,  and  his  attention 

,to  Love-a-ld-Mode,  being  its  firft  reprefenta- 
tion  in  Ireland,  proved  highly  beneficial  to 
the  treafury  of  the  Theatre. 

.   The  Farce  of  Love-a-la-Mode  was  caft  in 

the  following  manner : 

Sir  Callaghan  O'Brallaghan     Mr.  Barry. 

Sir  Archy  M'Sarcafin     .     .     Mr.  Macklin. 
Sir  Theodore     .      ...     Mr.  Walker. 

Beau  Mordecai     ....    Mr.  MefSnk. 

'Squire  Groom   Mr  .Woodward. 
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This  admirable  little  Piece,  thuis  fupported 

hy  fuch  excellent  Aftors,  proved  a  rich  feaft 

for  the  lovers  of  the  Drama.  In  (hort,  Crow- 

Ihreet  had  to  boaft  of  a  company  this  fcafon, 

equal  to  any  ever  feen  in  London.  After 

playing  with  Mr.  Barry  a  certain  number  of 

nights,  Mr.  Macklin  came  to  England  to 

play  for  his  daughter's  benefit,  and  foon  af-* 
ter  entered  into  an  engagement  with  the 

Managers  of  Covent-Garden  Theatre. 

His  fuccefsraifed  up  the  envy  and  malice  of 

Mr.  Garrick  againil  him,  and  he  had.to  encoun* 

ter  again  the  machinations  of  that  great 

A6tor,  but  avaricious  man,  as  muft  evidently 

appear  to  the  reader,  by  the  following  Ex- 
traft  from  the  Memoirs  of  Mr.  Tate 

Wilkinfon,  the  worthy  Patentee  of  the  Thea- 

tres Royal  of  York  and  Hull. 

.  "  About  that  time  (1760)  Mr.  Garrick  had 

"  fome  difpute  and  quarrel  with  my  friend  Mr. 
**  Macklin,  and  had  to  a  certainty  purloined 
"  his  favourite  Farce  of  Love-a-la-Mode,  then 

"  in  high  rage  of  faftiion  with  the  public, 
Dd4 
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<^  both  for  its  nqreky  and  real  MmBiv^  Hie- 

'^  rits;  anid  ib  eager  was  fae  to.bwt  i(if  poffi«> 

"  We)  Mr.  Macklin's  property  ia  tbal  daceJr 
*^  lent  Piece,  ̂ 4^  he  wiflied  to  Mp  it  by  the 

«  means  4f  a  divifion  t^  the  fpoils,  as  Mn 

^^  Macktiii  was  engaged  at.CovimtyGacden. 

^'  Nay,  H  is  erldent,  that  to  liave  obtaii^d 

'^  that  defir^d  obje^,  ht  woold  have  mo 

V  the  hazard  of  a  Jaw-fuit,  though  he  knew 

^^  it  muft  ka'de  ended-  to  his  dijhoncmri  bia4 

"  in  that  inftance,  his  fpleen  out-ran  his  po- 

*<  ficy,  as^the  Jnfeition  idf  tlie  following  Let- 

*^  ters  to  me  {Tate  Wilkinfon)  will  decidedly 

'*  prove.  I  never  mentioned  the  matter  to 
^^  Mr.  Macklin,  as  it  would  have  caufed  miC- 
*^  chief  between  him  a«id  Mr.  Garrkk* 

-"  Dear  Sir, 

"  The  Managers  have  defired 

/^  me  to  inform  you,  that  if  you  play  the 

**  Scotchman  in  LcFE^^-L^^Mopn,  they  tvilt 

^^  give  youy  for  every  time  that  you  Jiall 

*^  perform  the  part,  two  guineas ;  and,  if 

^^^  you  mingle  in  the  other  hufinefs,  you  fhall 
'**  have  your  old  f alary  bejides,  and  u  benefit  • 
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**  m  courfe  of  faiaryy  when  yon  return  fhjofn 

"  Ireland.    I  xoiftiyou  had  called  upon  me 

^  when  in  Town,  for  I  always  think  that 

'*^  matters  arefooner  eidjujled  by  one  meeting  of 
*^  the  Parties  ilian  by  a  thmtfand  letters.  The 

<^  Managers  dejire  their  compliments  to  you. 
"  I  am^ 

*'  Dear  Sir,  , 
"  Your  mojl  obedient, 

*^  Fery  humble  Servant, 

26th  A^ignji,  «  George  GarrickM 
1760. 

**  P.  S.  Pray  fend  an  Anfwerby  the  return 

*^  of  the  Poft,  for  I  am  going  out  of  Toxvny 

**  Dear  Sir, 

*^  /  have  communicated  the  con- 

"  tents  of  your  lajt  to  the  Managers,  and 

' "  they  think  you  are  too  htird  with  them. 

"  They  are  willing  to  give  you  two  gy,ineas 

"  for  every  time  that  you  fhall  play  Sir 

"  4rchy,  and  will  engage  that  you  fhall  play 

*'  it  fifteen  times  at  lea  ft,  and  that  you  Jhall 

.      4  . 
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*'  hotoeyour  old  f alary  \  he  permitted  to  make 

^^  yovT  excurjions,  during  which  time  you  are 

"  not  to  receive  any/alary  ;  but  if  you  return 
**  before  the  benefits^  orfl)all  play  in  any  of 

"  their  nights  at  your  return^  that  then  your 

"  falary  Jliall  be  continued  from  the  time  of 

"  your  return^  and  you  be  entitled  to  your 

"  benefit  into  the  bargain.  They  cannot  poji- 

*'  bly  do  more.  If  the  terms  are  agreeable  to 

"  yoUf  pleafe  to  let  my  brother  knoWy  for  I 

"  go  into  Derby/hire  on  Monday  next,  and 

"  they  will  fend* you  the  part  directly. **  I  amy 

"  Dear  Sir, 

**  Votir  mojl  obedienty 
"  Humble  Servanty 

ith  Septembery  *'  George  Garrick'^ 1760. 

*'  Hamptony 

"  September  18,  1760. 
"  Dear  Siry 

"  I  received  yourSy  and  fhall 

"  anfiver  it  directly.  I  can  fcarcely  think 

**  that  you  are  in  earneft  with  us  from  your 
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^<  loft  proportion.  You  muft  know  that  it  is 

"  impofible^  from  the  nature  of  a  Theatre^  to 

•*  let  you  have  a  ben^t  before  Cbrijlmas : 

**  you  mujijix  with  us,  or  be  off  immediately^ 

*\Mr.  Lacy  and  I  will  agree  to  give  the  txoo 

"  guineas  per  night  for  the  acting  Sir  Archy; 

."  and  during  the  run,  or  as  long  as  that  Farce 

**  continues  to  be  acted,  we  will  allow  you 

*'  your  former  /alary.  When  the  Farce,  is 

"  laid  afide  ypujhall  have  liberty  to  go  (jid- 

"  venturiTig,  and  when  you  return  Jhall  have 

"  a  benefit  as  ufual ;  and  if  employed  in  Sir 

"  Archy,  or  otherwi/e,  your  falary  Jhall  be 

"  continued  to  you.  This  is  propo/ed  to  you 
"  to  hinder  any  more  correfpondence.  Say 

"  AY  or  NO,  in  your  next,  by  the  next  pojl-, 

"  and  we  defire  that  you  will  keep  this  matter 

"  a  PROFOUND  SECRET,  and  ftudy  the  part  in 

"  allhafte,  and  secretly. 
"  I  ain, 

"  Dear  Sir, 

"  Your  truly  well-wijher, 
"  And  humble  Servant, 

"  David  Garrick." 
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Here  is  proof  polftivc  of  the  hafi  de/tgn  at 

this  avaricious  man,  who,  to  injure  Mr. 

Madelines  property,  would*  di%race  Ws  own 
•diarafter,  and  brand  it  wifli  infamy*  feut 
Mr.  Wilkmfon  having  pofAively  decKned  any 

«ngagemetit  whatever,  the  negotiiition  ter^ 

minated  where  it  began,  orfy  with  this  dif- 
ference, that  it  Wfts  ̂ amfed  on  juft  far  enotigh 

to  prove  to  all  mankind,  that  Mr.  Garrick 
itaendedto  be  ̂ Dkontfiy  and  that  it  Wis  not 

hrt  faiilt,  that  his- m/i^/fiff^  was  not  carried 
into  txtcuiion. 

During  this  feafon  the  bufmefsof  Covtnt- 
Garden  went  on  with  fuccefs,  but  the  Dra* 

matic  world  (uftained  a  ferere  lofs  by  the 

death  of  the  celebrated  Mrs.  WofHngton. 
This  Aftrefs  was  born  in  Dublin,  in  1918, 

and  was  educated*  by  Madctmt  Vi^^hantt^  a 
female  Harlequin.  The  reprefentation  of  fe- 

males of  high  rank,  and  of  dignified  elegance, 

was  Mrs.  Woffington's  particular  forte.  She 
was  ppffefled  of  a  good  underftanding,  which 

was  much  improved  by  company  and  books. 

She  had  a  moft  attra£live  fprightlinefs  in  her 



manner,  and  dearly  loved  to  purfue  the 

bagatelle  of  vivacity  and  humour.  She  was 

affable,  good  natured,  and  charitable.  It  is 
well  known  that,  iji^  was  cbofen  Prefident 

pf  a  feleja  Society,  called  ''  The  Beef  Steak 

Club,''  and  was  the  only  woman  in  the  com- 

pany. She  frankly  decjared,  that  fhe  prefac- 
ed the  compaay  of.  men  to.  that  of  w^omen^ 

the  latter,  fhe  faid,  talked,  of  wthing  but 

lilks  and  fcandal.  ThU  affertion.  precluded 
her  from  an  accefs  to  women  of  rank  and 

virtue  ;  but  her  company  was  fought  after  by 

men  of  the  firft  diftinfi^ions.  ajxd  perfons.of  the 

graveft  chara£ter,  and  moft  eminent  for  learn- 
ing, were  proud  of  her  acquaintance,  and 

charmed  with  her  converfation.  Her  attach- 

ment to  Mr.  Garrick  was  certainly  of  a  very 

tender  kind,  and  his  marriage,  and  negleft 

of  her  afterwards,  operated  very  powerfully 

on.bpr;raiud^  Her.  deatJi  w^as^univerfally-re- 
gretb^di  ,     .     . 
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Cfiap.   XXIV^ 

ON  the  30th  of  January,  1761,  ''The 

Married  Libertine^'  a  Comedy,  writ- 
ten by  Mr.  Macklin,  was  performed,  for  the 

firft  time,  at  Covent-Garden. 

It  was  caft  in  the  following  manner: 

DRAMATIS  PERSONJE- 

Men. 

Lord  Belville  (the  Libertine)  Mr.  Macklin- 

Townly  (his  nephew)      .    .  Mr.  Davies. 
Serjeant          Mr.  Buck. 

Corporal    Mr.  Perry. 

Reynolds  (Belville's  fervant)  M-  Wilier. 

H 
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Wx)MfiN. 
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Lady  Belville     •     .^     .     .  Mrs.  Ward. 
Angelica       .     .    \     .     .     •  Mifs  Macklin, 
Harriet     .......  Mrs.  Abegg. 

Lucy  (her  maid)     ....  Mrs.  Green. 

Pert  (Lady  Belville's   maid)  Mrs.  Pitt. 

Lord  Belvilky  a  Nobleman  about  60  years 

of  age,  of  rank— of  abilities — of  importance 
to  his  country,  and  of  eftabliftied  honor  in  all 

the  occurrences  of  life,  is  yet  fo  overborne 

by,  and  loft  in,  an  infatiate  paffion  for  women, 

that  he  is  fuppofed  to  fpare  no  expence,  how- 
ever extravagant;  fcrupleno  means,  however 

villanous ;    nor    eonfider    any  confe<juence, 

however  fatal,  in  the  purfuit  of  his  darling 

inclination.    Nor  is  this  inclination  particular, 

but  general  and  indifcriminate,  for  women  of 

every  rank,  and  every  difpofition ;  having  fre- 
ijuently  feveral  amours  of  this  kind  on  his  hands 
at  the  fame  time,  to  the  ruin  of  his  fortune, 

his  reputation,  his  honor,  and  the  peace  and 
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happinefs  of  his  family.  His  lady,  though . 

perfectly  informed  of  every  ftep  of  his  con- 
du6t,  had  for  many  years  borne  his  behaviour 

with  filent  patience;  till,  at  le,ngth,  exafpe- 

rated  by  difcovering  that  he  had  niined  an  in- 

m>cent  young  creature,  a  tenant's  daughter, 
whcMH  (he  had'  brought  from  the  country,  and,- 

tak'en  under  her  care  and  proteflion,  ahd^ 

that  k'e  had  commeaced  an  amour  with  Mifs^ 
Harriet  Wingfield,  a  coufin  of  her  own  ;  en- 

raged, P  fay,  beyond  fuflferance,  at  thefe 

ttranf^fiVlons,  added  to  a  threat  of  a  feparaf- 

tion-  thrown  out  by  my  Lord,  on  fome  pretty 
warnv  remonftrances  which  (he  made  to  him, 

in*  her  firft*  fceiie  with  him  ia  this  Play,  fee  is* 
at  length  determined  on  fome  method  of  re- 

venge, whereby  fhe  may  be  able  to  expofe^ 
and  fet  him  forth  to  himfelf  in-  the  moft  ridi- 

culous and  contemptible  colours,  not  without 

fome  hopes  of  bringing  him  to- a  fenfe  of  his 

follies,  and  a  difpofition  to  reform  them.  This> 

rs-the  principal,  nay,  indfeed,  the  fole  aftion 
of  the  Piece.  To  bring  about  this  defign,  flie 

is-affiftied  by  Mr.  Tononlt/^  a  jiephew  of  Lord- 

BeUille  ;  by  Angelica^  a  mad-cap  young Jady, 
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with  whom  Mn  TofmAy  fe  in  JdV«i  ̂ md  bf 

iMi^  Harriety  and  her  fliaid,  atfd  thdt  plal^ 
is  laid  as  follDWS : 

Lord  BeiriHr,  ki  his  d^i^  on  Harri^i  t» 

whofe  perfoti  he  was  a  ftrang^r^  and  wfaoiit^ 

he  had  only  m6t  in  the  Green  Paik  qi» 

evening,  without  knowing  her,  had  pat 
fed  hinofislf  (xi  hef  liinder  the  charafb^  of  a 

Mr.  Jaciffon,  a  gfare^.elderly,  Sti^arifidre  gear 

tieman  of  fortune  and  ripufakion  \  tfiittfedifiil^ 

Itave.  to  yifithepi  which  Ae^  knowing /hto 

L9l:dfhip^  and  inclinable  td  indulge  the  ffCM 

lie,  permite,  but  returns  the-impdftune  em^hitft^ 
hf  taking  <ni  htfifelf  the  name  of  Mar§erif^ 
Pofekingtn^  wttirnHiich,  added  io  an  adttHiedk 

broad  WefirCttuntiy  diale£i,  an^  afie^cd  a^wb^ 
waitfdnefs,  ixtA  a  bsiihiial  fimplidfy,  Ihe  paflo 

on  him  ai  a  raw,  ignondnt^  cMsntrjr  g^l,  whoii 

by  fome  aflifianfce  froni'  her  maid,  (to  Tvdiom^ 

alfo,  by  ihe  byCy  he  niaket  vioknt  lord  at*  die 

fame  time)  may  poffibiy  provt  a  very  eafy  coo^ 

queft.  The  co»adjotors  of  Iser  fdheme  are  her 

maid  Lwcy,  and  Townly's  mittrefs,  Angclieaf 
Who,   difgttifbd  through  tibie  whole  Pla}^  in{ 

Vol.  I.  E  e 
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men's  deaths,  is  to  pafs  for  her  brother,  a 
raft,  hot-headed,  young  Officer,  juft  come 
from  America,  to  raife  fome  recruits,  and  on 

the  point  of  returning  thither  again ;  and  a 

real  Serjeant,  with  fome  foldiers  belonging  to 

Jngelicd's  brother,  who  is,  in  reality,  an  Offi- 
cer, and  their  Commander.  . 

.  Thefe  are  the  principal  A6lors  in  the  Plot, 

the  Scene  of  which  is  laid  in  Harrietts  houfe : 
Lady  Belville  and  Mr.  Townly  affifting  with 

their  counfel,  but  remaining  in  an  adjacent 

room,  filent  fpe£tators  of  what  is  to  pafs^ : 

Matters  in  this  manner  fettled, ,  they  thus 

proceed.  .The  felf-made  Mr.  Jackfon,  dif- 
giiifed  in  a  plain  fuit  of  cloaths,  now  comes 

to  pay,  what  he  expe£is  to  be  a  decifive  vifit 

to  his  ruftic  Margery  ;  and,  after  bribing  her 

maid  with  a  bank  ilote,  is  told  by  her,  that 

her  miflrefs's  heart  is  entirely  his, .  and  that  he 
has  no  bar  in  the  way  of  his  defired  happin^fs, 

but  her  religious  fcruples,  and  a  confcientiouf. 
nefs,  which,  however^  may  be  eafily  lulled- 

alfeep  by  the  means  of  a  contradt,  whereby 

he  ihall  ep^gage  to. knarry  her  in  three  months^ 



CHARLES   MACKLIN«  419 

time.  This  he  makies  no  difficulty  of  com- 

plying with ;  fecure,  as  he  imag^nes^  from  the 

confequences  of  it>  by  his  feigned  name  and 

charafter.  Whilft  he  is  engaged  with  Lucy 

in  regard  to  this  affair,  he  is  told  that  her 
brother  is  with  her,  whofe  charafler,  for 

violence  and  rafhnefs,  Lucy  defcribes  in  the 

moft  formidable  manner  poflible. 

This,  in  fome  meafure,  alarms  Mr.  Jackfon, 

who,  to  render  his  appearance  the  more  con- 
fident with  his  affumed  ftatioh,  had  left  his 

fword  at  home,  by  which  means  he  is  entirely 

unprepared  for  any  kind  of  refiftance,  in  cafe 

of  danger,  which  makes  its  firft  approaches 

to  him  by  fome  grofs  infults  from  the  Ser- 
jeant, which  the  neceffity  of  concealing  his 

rank  obliges  him  to  bear  very  patiently.  His 

fears,  however,  are  quieted,  by  being  in- 
formed that  the  Captain  has  left  the  houfe* 

The  Lady  is  prevailed  on,  after  a  great  deal 

of  baflifulnefs,  and  feigned  fimplicity,  to  ac- 
cept his  contraft,  and  confent  to  what  (he  is 

told  is  a  marriage  in  confciencei  Mr.  Jackfon 

retires  into  her  bed-chamber  to  prepare 
Ee2 
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for  her  Fce^eption.  Thus  for  every  thing  fefem* 

to  go  well ;  w])eti^  on  a  fudden,  a-  bra^e  o£ 
piftols  fired  behind  the  (benes  give  the  alarm 

of  difcovery,  and  Mr.  Jackfon  runa  otitj  un- 
armed) and  half  undreiied,  and^  befet  on  one 

fide  by  the  Serjeant,  and  on  the  other  by  the 

foppofed  Captain,  both  with '  their  fWords 
.  drawn,  the  latter  only  withheld  by  the  ftrug- 
gles  of  his  fifter  from  putting  this  injurer  of 
hi»  honor  to  immediate  death.  In  vain  does 

he  plead  that  his  intentions  are  honourable, 

till  the  contra£):  is  produced^  by  which  the 

young  gentleman  feems  appeafed,  on  condi- 
tion, however,  only  of  the  marriage  being 

itnfnediately  folemnized. 

In  this  dilemma,.  Mr.  Jackfon  is  at  laft; 

obliged,  having  firft  obtained  an  affiirance  of 

fafety  to  his  life,  to  own  his  being  already 

married.  The  Captain's  refentment,  on  this, 
i&raifed  tp  the  higheft  pitchy  b(ut  having  his 

hands  ti6.d  by  his  pramife,  he  can  find  no 

other  means  of  revenging  the  injury,  but  by- 
taking  him  to  Anerica  with-^  him  as  a  recruit^ 

for  which  purpofe   he  delivers  him  over   ta^ 
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the  Serjeant  and  men,  who,  in  ipke  of  all  bis 
remonftranees,  Mkd  declaration  of  his  rank, 

which  they  aiFe£l  entirely  to  diibelieve,  Had 

laugh  at,,  hurry  him  off  the  Stage. 

An  account  is,  after  this,  given  of  his  dift 

tra£ted  behaviour,  under  this  dreadful  circum^y 

fiance,  and  without  eveti  the  hopes  of  relief 

But  this  diftrefs,  great  as  it  is,  is  not  the  fum 

total  of  the  punifliment  intended  for  him. 

Another  fceiae  ftill  more  tormenthag  is  referv- 

ed  for  him,  and  executed  in  the  follewiag 

manner : — On  an  interview,  at  his  oWn  t^ 

queft,  with  Z.acy,  he  is  infonwed  by  her,  not 

only  of  the  determined  refoi«tioH  of  the  Cap^ 

tain  to  carry  him  away  the  very  next  morAia^ 

to  America^  but  alfo,  that  his  country  Ina^ 
moratOj  unable  to  ftand  the  ibock  of  her  bro- 

ther's refentment,.  her  Ipfs  of  reputation,  and 
the  lofs  of  a  man  whom  (he  loved,  is  goxft 

diftrafted,  and,  with  a  drawn  fword  in  h€a- 
hand,  is  feeking  for  him  to  plunge  it  into  his 

heart.  This  circumftance,  together  with  the 

increafe  of  refentment  in,  the  brother  in  coa- 

fequence  of  it,  gives  fuch  an  additi<Hi  to  bi$ 

E  e  3 



422  THE    LIFE    OF 

fears,  as  produces  a  fcene  truly  comic.  She, 

however,  gives  him  fome  hopes  of  being  able 

to  favor  his  efcape,  placing  him,  in  the  mean 
time,  behind  a  fcreen,  where,  (he  allures  him, 

h€  will  be  fafe  from  any  kind  of  fearch.  In 

this  place  of  fhelter,  however,  he  is  made  to 

over-hear  numberlefs  threats,  inveftives,  and 

execrations  againft  himfelf,  which  greatly 

heightens  the  fcene, 

At  length  the  finifhing  ftroke  is  to  be 

ftruck,  which  is,  the  entrance  of  Lady 

Belville  to  the  Captain,  by  whom  (he  is  re- 
ceived with  all  the  ardour  and  familiarity  of  a 

lover  J  and  to  whom  (he  declares,  that  her 

hu(band's  ill  treatment,  in  general,  and  more 
particularly  his  threat  of  feparation,  had  at 

,  length  urged  her,  from  motives  of  revenge, 
to  throw  herfelf  into  his  arms.  In  (hort,  from 

fome  former  circumftances,  which  Lord 

Belville  has  qver-heard,  he  is  convinced  that 

a  Bagnia  is  to  be  their  deftination  for  the 

night,  to  which  they  are  in  appearance  pro- 

ceeding, when  jealoufy  getting  the  better  of 

pvery  other  apprehenfion,  his  LordChip  ru(h??, 
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from  behind  the  fcreen,  and  prefents  hinrfelf 
to  them. 

In  vain  are  all  his  entreaties,  or  the  decla^ 

ration  of  his  nearnefs  to  the  Lady,  from  check- 

ing the  young  lover's,  intention ;  who,  armed 
with  a  briace  of  piftols,  and  rejoicing  m  the 

power  given  him  of  a  revenge  in  kind,  equal 

to  the  injury  done  his  fitter,  carries  off  th* 

Lady  in  triumph.     After  two  or  three  fcenesi 

which  Lord  Belville  has  with  the  Captain,Vith 

Lady  Belville,  and  with   Lucy,  all   tending 

only  to  increafe  his  torment,  and  complete  his 

dillraftion,  he  is  on  the  point  of  being  forced 

away  by  the  foldiers,  when  the  real  Captain,^ 

Angelica'^  brother,  fortunately  for  him,  -  ap- 
pears, and.  releafes  hini  for  a  while,  which 

gives  him  an  opportunity,  on  the  entrance  of. 

Lady  Belville   and    her  fuppofed  lover,    to 

fnatch  a  fword  from  the  fide  oiF  the  Serjeanti 
and  run  at  the  latter,  whofe  fenaale  fears  im- 

mediately betray  her,  and  bring  about  the  dit 

covery  of  her  being  a  woman. 

E  e  4 



«i4  T»8  MI**  ftf 

i^  BeJviHe,  wlio,  dnrbg  <h^  flatfrfe  of 
thcfe  difficulties  had  been  rendered  folly  fea^ 

fible  of  the  folly  and  bafenefs  of  his  condud^ 

lMt§9Si99  tntir^ly  f^lmmoA,  and  is  rciconciled 

1»  bH  Lady*  HatnH  and  the  Captain^  and 

Jb^iUcM  and  7i»km/j^,  are  rendeied  mutually 

^Hp]^  i<^  §ft$^H  other,  ftnd  fo  the  Play  termi- 

f)A^»«  Sk^wml^ceptiPBaWepflffages^pomted 

•lit  1^  tb^  Audi^ncf  <at  the  firft  reprefenta* 

t^?l&  ̂ §f^  fix^ifigtds  tjnd  the  Piece  ran  nin« 

Sights-    ii«^f'<hk-M9d€  waa  the  aiter  piece, 

Tjlieve  w%s  ̂   ftreqg'  f^t^o^itioa  naik  to  this 

fjpw^y,  ft4!>ni  the  boJicfs  that  Mn  Macklin 
intfn4ed,  by  his  cbftf«i£li?r  of  Lord  Btbdlkr 

t(3^  fati;:i|if  a  gentlfjawn  thw  Uving ;  hut  this 

(gjtrtwply  vw  Apt  the  cafe.  This  Pl^y  has  un* 

^PU^dly  giwt  iperit-  The  plot  is  regular, 

fhe  fc»i»fs  ai«  weU  arranged,  the  language 

is  pHT^j  a^  i\»  moral  uncKoeptioaable^r 

TbiT  Coropatioa  of  their  Maj^fties,  ill  Sept 

tember,  1761,  was  foilowed  by  a  Sfege  Re^ 

prefentation  of  it  at  both  Theatres.  Mr.  Rich, 

notwithftanding  the  expectations  of  the  Pub- 
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lie  had  been  much  raifed,  fully  fatfefitd  tkek 

warmeft  imaginations,  whilft  Mr.  Garrick  was 

coiUrented  with  reviving  the  Coronation  with 

the  old  dreflfes,  which  hud  been  often  6C(5a^ 

fionallyufed  from  1727  to  1761.  G«mck*i5 
exhibition  was  the  m^aneft,  and  the  moft  un- 

worthy of  a  Theatre,  that  ever  was  feen,  and 

produced  nothing  to  the  Managers  but  dif- 
graoe  and  empty  benches.  The  fhew  at 

Covent  Garden  was,  beyond  all  former  exana- 

ple,  brilliant.  Such  a  profufion  of  fine  cloaths, 

of  velvet,  filk,  falin,  lace,  feathers,  jewels, 

pearls,  &c.  had  never  been  feen  on  any  Stage. 

The  fcenery,  mufic,  and  other  ornaments,  were 

all  correfpgndent  to  the  grandeur  of  the  Ce- 
remony, which  was  fliewn  to  crowded 

Houfes  for  near  two  months  fucceffively. 

Mr.  Rich  lived  juft  long  enough  to  be 

pleafed  with  the  fuccefs  of  his  Coronation. 

He  died  during  the  height  of  the  Public 

eagernefs.  to  fee  it.  He  was  famous  for 

Harlequin^  which  he  played  under  the  feign- 
ed name  of  Lu7i.  Mr.  Rich  was  the  inventor 

of  the  Englilh  Harlequiriy   which  is  a  quite 
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different  character  from  that  of  the  Italian. 

Whatever  he  undertook  to  defcribe  to  the 

Audience  was  as  clearly  and  fully  underftood 

as  words,  added  to  the  a£tion  of  others, 

could  exprefs. 

In  a  Prologue,  written  by  Mr.  Garrick, 

for  an  Entertainment,  in  which  a  Speaking 

Harlequin  was  introduced,  he  thus  fpeaks  of 

Rich— 

**  But  why  a  Speaking  Harlequin  ?  'Tis  wrong, 
**  The  wits  will  fay,  to  give  the  fool  a  tongue. 

«<  When  Lun  appear'd,  with  matchlefs  art  and  whim, 

"  He  gave  the  pow'r  of  fpeech  to  every  limb : 
**  Tho'  maik'd  and  mute,  convey'd  his  quick  intent, 
**  And  told  in  frolic  geftiires  all  he  meant. 

^  But  now  the  motley  coat,  and  fword  of  woodt 

<<  Require  a  tongue  to  make  them  underftood." 

By  his  merit  in  this  way,  and  by  getting 

up  fplendid  Pantomimes,  he  was  able  to  with- 

ftand  the  greateft  force  of  a£ting,  and  found 

means,  with  a  very  bad  Company,  compofed, 

in  general,  of  the  refufe  of  the  other  Theatre, 

to  realize  a  very  confiderable  fortune.     Mr. 
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Rich's  education  had  b^en  grofsly  neglefiled ; 
his  underftanding  was  ̂ ood,  but  his  language 

was    vulgar    and  .  un^rammatical.  ̂   Though 
he  could  not  read  ten  jlines  with  propriety,  he 

was  very  fond   of  infltrufting  young  ASXorSy:* 
and  had  conftantly  a  Richardy  a  Hamlet^  and 

a  Leavy  in  training  for  the  Stage.     He  was 

not  by  any  means  liberal  to  his  Aftors,  but  he 

was  remarkable  for  his  charity  and  humanity; 
A  fhort  time  before  his  death,  a  man  fell  from 

the  upper  Gallery  into   the  Pit  of  Covent 

Garden  Theatre,  by  which  one  of  his  limbs 

was  broke :  as  he  was  a  perfon  in  very  low 

circumftances,  Mr.  Rich  very  generoufly  order* 
ed  that  he  Ihould  have  every  poffible  affiftance^ 

which  was  accordingly  adminiftered  at  Mi:. 

Rich's  expence.     When  the  poor  man  reco* 
vered,  he  waited  on  the  Manager  to  return 

him  Aanks  for  his  humanity  and  goodniefs ; 
on  which  Mr.  Rich  told  him,  that  he  (houldbe 

welcome  to  the  freedom  of  the  Pit,  provided 

he  would  never  think  of  Coming  into  it  in 

tficit  manner  again. 
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To  Mr,  RicTi  the  PubKc  were  indebted  for 

the  intrcduflion  of  Mifs  BeHamy  on  the  pub- 

lic Theatre.  A  ckrfe  friendfliip  having  c6m* 

me^ced  between  Mr.  Kidi*s  daughters^  and 
Mtft  BeHafoy,  they  agreed,  one  evening,  to 

«^  OtheUe,  and  Mifs  Belhmy  cbofe  fe^ 

her  part  that  of  the  Moor;  and,  being 

by  theinfelves,  they  gave  full  fcope  to  their 

feelings.  It  was  in  performing  this  extraor>- 
dinary  charaftcr  that  fhe  was  overheard  by 

Mr.  Rich,  who  iirged  and  excited  her 

from  that  moment  to  adopt  the  profeffibn. 

The  young  Lady  confented,  and  the  Manager 

promifed  t^  fupport  her  in  a  capital  line,  fie 

entered  the  more  readily  into  this  engage* 
ment,  becaufe  he  had  not  another  Lady,  at 
that  time,  fuited  either  for  the  chara6ier  of 

paung  heroines  in  Tragedy,  or  fprightly  girfs 

in  Comedy.  Mifs  Bellamy  was  then  only  in 

her  fourteenth  year.  Her  figure  was  elegant, 

her  voice  powerful  and  melodious,  and  fhe 

difcovered  great  fpirits,  and  not  a  littte 
humour. 

.-.^*i 
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She  had  perfeaed  herfelf  in  the.  Cha- 
ra^^n  oC  Atoninda:  gad  Athenais,  kfid  th^ 

former  was  fixed  im.  for  her  fibrft  atppeaonmce. 

Mr.  Quin  w^^  at  thaJt  tima  the  Ailing  Ma^ 

nager  at  Caveat  Gacden^  and  gov^enied  t&e 

Theatre  (to  ufe  Mifs  Bellamy's  own  words) 
"  with  a.  rod  of  iron."  Rich  wa&  too  indolent 
to  interfere,  though,  when  he  dirl,.  he  was  nut 
to  be  qontradi^ed-  He  was  now  to  i]iM> 

dace  the  new  A^refs/  to  Suin,  wha  had  a 

dreiSag^]:oQm  for  himiHf,  as  he  feidom  mi^^ 
with  an}^  of  the  profeflifin ;.  amil  etea  did  nor, 

or  rather  would  not,  know  any  of  them,  ex*- 

cepjt  Mj/an^  for  whom  he  had  a  fincere  jft^end^^ 

ihip*  This  roqm  the  wags  bad  fliyled  *^^  Tht 

tipvUs  Dcn'\  to  which  Mr.  Rich  repaii^ed^ 
but  was  obliged  to  wait  S^tVa  leifure.  flwm 

had  np  fooner  heard.  Rich:  propofe  K|i& 

Pellamy  for  the  Charaj^her  of  Monimia,  than 

he  dealared— *'  It  will  not  do^  Sir."  Th© 
Manager,  equally  laconic  and  pofitive,  re- 

torted— "  It  JlidU  da.  Sin"  Quin,  turning 
round  to  Mifs  Bellaniy^  who,  during  diia  ver^ 

difagreeabte  fcen^,  wias  almoft  peiti6edi  vdik 

fear,  faid,  with  his  charafteriftic  furlinefs — 

3 
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**  Play  Serina,  child,  before  you  think  o^ 

Monimia'!  Piqued  by  what  Ihe  deemed  a 
farcafm,  ihe  anfwered^  with  a  readinefs  which 

made;  the  old  man's  eyes  gliften— ̂ *'  If  I  did. 

Sir,  I  (hould  never  live  to  play  the  Orphan.*^ 

The  altercation  continued,  and  both  were 

equally  obftinate  5  and  Rich,  before  he  went 

away,   ordered  a  rehearfal  of    the   Orphan 

next  tnorning.     But,  out  of  refpeft  to  Smzw, 

the  moft  refpeftable  Performers  were  all  ab- 
fent.    Rich  did  all  he  could  to  keep  up  the 

Ipirits  of  the  young  Orphan,  by  confulting 

her  humour,  minutely,  in  the  drefs  moft  pro- 

per at  once  for  the  Charaftef ,  and  her  fifft  ap* 

pearance.     At  length,  the  long  wiflied  for 

evening  approached,  when  this  momentous 
experiment  was  to  be  made.    The  Audience 

was   fplendid,  but  humane,  as  they  always 
are  to  a  new  Performer.      Rich  and  Qiiin 

were  both  impatient  to  fee  the  event.     Mifs 

Bellamy,    from    a    thoufand    circumftances, 

felt  herfelf  in  a  very  embarraffed   fituationj 

and  m  proportion  as  (he  failed  in  attention 
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f  ibrfpirit,  Quin  triumphed,  and  Rich  expoftu- 
lated,  which  only  increafed  her  difficulty. 

In  the  fourth  Aft,  however,  flie  had  the 

good  fortune  to  catch  the  true  theatrical  in- 
fpiration — and  Quin,  with  a  generofity  that 
does  him  infinite  honour,  forgetting  at  once 
all  his  averfion,  the  moment  {he  had  finifhed, 

clafped  her  in  his  arms,  and  exclaimed  aloud 

.^^^^  Thou  art  a  divine  creature,  and  the  true 

fpirit  is  in  thee." — ^The  fuccefs  of  a  new  Pan- 
tomime could  pot  have  given  Rich  more  fa- 

tisfaftion  than  the  applaufe  ihe  received  on 

this  occafion*    This  brought  about  a  com- 

plete revolution  in  her  favour  among  the  Plj^y- 
erSj  ilivho  refpefted  her  now  as  much  as  they 

had  fi>t|werly  defpifed  her.     Quin,  ever  after 
treated  her  with  kindnefs  and  efteem,  and 

invited  her  to  all  his  petits  foupersy  where 

Mrs,  Jackfon  often  attended  her,  and  where 

they  mttt  the  celebrated  Mr.  Thomfon,  au- 

thor of  **  The  Seafons:^'  for  thefe  fuppers 
were  meetings  devoted  to  claffical  entertain- 

ment>  to  which  the  gijeateft  Matter^  in  Litera- 
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tufe  aiid»  Art  were  generally  hMted^  anct 
where  the  merit  of  new  Pulsdicatioiis  w&sf 

liberally  canvafled.  Quin,  however,  think- 

kkg  hbnfolf  vat  to&  old  to>  be  cenfuflrtdjt^ 

wasi  GxAoenlelji  cautious  €£  die  imimer  ia 

which  hc^  received  Mife  BellMnjr^s  vtfi<».  He 
had  toU  her,  that  ihv  fliould  fierer  cftlf  up«$^ 

him  aJonfc^^^Tlitts  mada  her  afyprehend  that' 
fhe  mighti  hinder,  dffisndedi  a  msiiiy  whom  ike 

vemrai^  as^a  fiitber.  Notwithftanding  this 

extreme  defiea<gf,  after  a  Reheai^  of  '^  ̂ h^ 

Maid's  "^rtLgtdyr  in  which  ftie  Wd^  to  afl:- 
jyp({fi^%  he  one  day  de£i€fdl  to  fpeak  ii^ith 

her  ifi  his  Dr^fiing-rooni,  where  he  ad^reflS^I 

hw  rteady  in.  tbefe  words :— -*<  Y<M4  ate^  b«s- 

"  coiBe  fin  obje£t  of  mudb.  attention  wilh  tfee 

*'  FuWk,  and  the  tertiptation^  this  trlltl  fex- 

*^  pofe  you  ta  are  hmumerable.  Bi^  ncfl^  in*- 
"  toKicatedt  witb  the  leve  of  finery.  If  t*his^ 

"  pit^eis  yonc  foibl^  it  will  be  edfy  M,  rum^ 

*f  youi-*-JVIoll  men  are.  rafbals— your  youth' 

"  and  beairty  oaght'  tof  make  you  doubly  dau- 
'f  tioim  i  bUt^  whenever  you  want  any  thing^ 

"  in  my  poweir  which,  mone^  cau^  ps^chfife, 

"  come  to  me,  and  fay,  James  Quin,  I  want 



CHARLBS.MACJKLIK.  ^  ,  433 

**  fuch  a  thing— my  purfe  fhall  always  be  at 

"  youp  fervice/' — ^This  admirable  advice  re- 
flects the  higheft  honor  on  the  head  and  heart 

of  Mr.  Quin.  It  is  a  falutary  leffon  for  every 

young,  beautiful,  and  unwai-y  female,  and 
happy  would  it  have  been  for  Mifs  Bellamyy 
if  (he  had  attended  to  the  admonition. 

IN  the  year  1762  Mr.  Macklln  returned 

again  to  Ireland,  and  entered  into  a^  new 

engagement  with  the  Crow-ftreet  Managers, 
who  had  now  a  very  formidable  opponent 

in  Mr.  Moflbp,  the  Manager  of  Smock-alley 
Theatre :  for  after  Mr.  Mojbp  had  finifhed 

one.  fuccefsful  Campaign  with  Barry  arid 

Woodward  at  Crow-ftreet,  he,  unfortunately 
for  himfelf,determined  to  become  the  Manager 

of  a  Theatre.  He  was  encouraged  in  this  un- 
dertaking by  many  perfons  of  falhion  and 

diftinftion,  and  was  particularly  patronized 
Vol.  I.  F  f 



'4^4  TMS    LfTE    O? 

by  Ae  Countefe  of  IBrandon.  As  foon  as  the 

Managers  of  Crow-ftreet  were  apprized  of 

Moffop*s  ititention,  they  endeavoured,  if  pof- 
iible,  to  difluade  him  from  fo  ruinous  an  lUn- 

dertakmg,  and  made  ̂ him  the  kcge  offer  xjf  a 
"Salary  of  One  Tboufand  Pounds  per  aianum, 
and  two  ̂ Benefits,  -whenever  he  chofe  to  take 

them — but  this  was  refufed.  Moflbp  was  a 

man  of  great  pride,  and  not  a  little  obftinacy 

—his  manner  was  pompous  and  referved,  and 

he  was  a  total  ftranger  to  the  eafe  and  demea- 

nour of  a  gentleman.  He  was  refolved,  how- 

ever, upon  theatrical  Sovereignty,  and  he  ac- 

cordingly took  Smock-alley  Theatre  on  a  long 

leafe,  and  expended  a  confiderable  fum  of  mo- 
ney in  altering,  decorating,  and  fitting  it  for  the 

reception  of  the  Public.  This  circumftance 

proved  the  ruin  of  both  Theatres — the  town 

was  divided  between  the  friends  of  both  par- 
ties, to  the  mxitual  lofs  of  Barry  and  Moflbp. 

Poor  Woodward,  after  four  unfuccefsful  fea- 

fons,  returned  to  England,  having  fuftained  a 

lofs  of  above  three  thoufand  pounds,  and 

Barry  followed  him  two  years  after,  a  con- 
fiderable loofer  by  his  undertaking. 

3 
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If  Moffop  had  accepted  .the  Ijihe^l ̂ ^f* 
fer  made  him  by  Batry  apid  Woodwijrd,  !l?ft|;h 

parties  might  have  been  bejaefit^d.  The^fi^pi 

of  a  thoufend  pounds  per  annum,  ,^d  t^o 
benefits,  was  an  immenfe  income  for  an  Aftor, 

when  compared  to. the  falary  of  othet /Per* 
formers,  of  whom  Mr,  Maclflin ,  fpeaks  jn 

the  following*  terms* 

"  I. remember  when  A£tprs,  who  ,pjayed 
capital  parts,  had  but  eight,  ten,  tw,QlY;e, 
fifteen,  eighteen,  and  twenty  fhillijqgsper 

week,  the  higheft.  The  .whole  revenue  .of 
the  Theatre  then  did  .npt  exceed  ,1000/* 

There  is  more  moiiey  taken  now  {11^2)  lat 

the  unprofperous  Theatre,  than  >vas  takep  in 

Tom  Elrijigton^s  time,  when  there  w.as  b]it 
one  Theatre.  The  expence  pfthe  JxjQdpn 

Theatre  Jixty  years  ago  was  but  ,20/.  per 
night,  it  afterwards  increafed  to  80/.  and 

then  to  40/.  and  at  length  it  came  up  to 

120/.  per  night. 

"  The  income  of  the -Players  ̂ tm^rty  "^.as 
fo  very  fipall,  ,tl^at  they,  coirfd  x\o%  fugpprt 

:Ff  2   



436  THE    LIFE    OF 

themfelves  decently — for  inftance,  Layfield 

and  Griffith.  Tom  Elrington  had  a  place 

given  him  under  Government,  and  Frank 

Elrington    fucceeded    Tom  in    the    place." 

Mr.  Macklin,  in  alluding  to  the  misfor- 
tunes that  have  befallen  the  Dublin  Theatres, 

^eaks  thus : 

"  It  was  not  the  oppofition,  but  the  va- 

nity, expence,  and  ignorance  of  the  Mana- 
gers, that  ruined  the  Dublin  Theatres.  For 

inftance — Mr.  Sheridan's  expenfive  manner 

of  living — Mr.  Barry's  prodigality,  and  Mr. 

Moflbp's  litigious  fpirit  caufed  his  ruin— 

*for  he  fpent  at  leaft  in  Law  the  fum  of 

2000/.  He  was  obliged  to  make  his  "houfe 
a  prifon,  in  order  to  (hield  himfejf  from  his 
Creditors.  He  did  not  know  how  to  ma- 

nage his  own  income,  much  lefs  that  pf  a 

'  Theatre.** 

The  Smock-alley  Theatre  opened,  under 

the  Management  of  Mr.  Moflbp,  in  Novem- 

ber 1760,  with  «  Venice  Prefefvedr  The 
part  of  Pierre  was  performed  by  MV  Moflbp, 
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and  Belvidera  by  Mrs.  Bellamy.  As  foon 

as  the  doors  were  opened,  the  Houfe  was 

filled  in  every  part,  for  the  curiofity  of  the 

Public  was  raifed  to  the  higheft  pitch.  On 

Mrs.  Bellamy's  fpeaking  her  firft  line  behind 
the  fcenes,  viz. 

**  Lead  me,  ye  Virgins,  lead  me  to  that  kind  voice  1*' 

It  ftruck  the  ears  of  the  Audience  as  un- 

couth, and  unmufical;  and  when  fhe  came 

upon  the  Stage — **  O  what  a  falling  off  Was 

there  !"  Inftead  of  the  young,  the  gay,  the  once 
lovely  Bellamy y  the  Audience  difcovered  the 

perfon  of  a  woman  whofe  countenance  was 

haggard,  and  whofe  eyes,  that  ufed  to  charm 

all  hearts,  appeared  hoUovyr  and  deprived  of 

all  their  wonted  luftre.  •  Mrs.  Bellamy  had 
left  Dublin  when  in  her  zenith,  and  did  not  re- 

vifit  it  till  November  1760.  .  By  the  end 

of  the  third  AS,  the  Audience  were  difgufted 

with  the  Lady  whom  they  were  formerly  ac- 
cuftpmed  to  applaud  in  the  warmed  manner; 
and  the  other  two  A£ls  hobbled  off  very  lamely. 

The  curtain  dropped,  and  poor  Bellamy  never 
F  f  3 
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after  drew  a  fingle  houfe  there.  MoJJop  was 
very  much affeSledon  this  occafiori,  and  never 

played  Pierre  (one  of  his  befl  parts)  fo  in- 
difterently  as  on  that  night.  The  circuraftance 

of  living  piiblickly  with  Mr.  l!)igges,  though 

at  the  fame  time  fooliftily  wifliing  it  to  be  lin- 
derftood  that  flie  was  wife  to  Mr.  Calcraft, 

funk  Mrs.  Bellamy  into  univerfal  contempt  and 

infignificance.  She  left  Dublin  without  a  (in- 
gle  friend  to  regret  her  lofs.  What  a  change 

from  the  days  of  her  youth-! — and,  as  an 
A£lrefs  olf  note,  her  name  never  more  rankdd 

in  any  Theatre,  nor  did  fhe  ever  again  rife 

in  public  eftimation.  Thus  poor  Bellamy ̂  

^ho  once  lolled  in  her  chair,  and  rolled  iri 
her  chariot,  and  all  the  vanities  of  the  world, 

cpded  hpr  d?iys  iii  a  prifon !— r . 

But  to  return — Mr.  Moflbp  was  fomewhat 

more  .fuccefsful  after  this— -he  vety  wifely 

determine.d  to  propofe  terms  to  Mr.  M acklin, 

who  was  a  tower  of  iftrength  to  Barry.  He 

accordingly  vjraited  on  Mr.  Macklin,  and  re- 
quefted  him  to  name  his  own  conditions. 

The  lofs,  or  the  acquirement,  of  fuch  an  Adiof 
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as  Macklin,  muft  have  been  a  matter  of  con- 

fiderable  importance  to  either  of  the  Theatres. 

For,  belides  his  excellent  afting^  and  his  great 

)ftttra£lion,  he  was  of  extraordinary  value  to 

ajt>7  Playhoufe^  on  account  of  the  unnfua)  and 

fuccefsful  pains  that  he  took*  in  drilling  both 
Managers  and  A£tors,  and  infiruding  them 

in  the  fcience  of  Afting.  ̂   Indeed^  no  man 
wa&  more  liberal  in  the  communication  of 

his  knowledge^  nor  in(lru£ted  more  A£tors 
and  A£lreifes  than  Mr.  Macklin,  without 

the  confideration  of  any  emolument  what- 
ever. It  happened  very  fortunately  for  Mr, 

Mof!bp»  that,  at  the  time  he  made  propofals 

to  Mr.  Macklin,  the  condu£):  of  Mr.  Barry 

towards  the  latter  Gentleipan  was  exceed- 

ingly ungenerous,  not  to  fay  ungrateful.  Mn 
Macklin  had  ferved  Barry  in  many  effential 

points  of  view,  and  was  but  badly  requited. 

He  was  confequently  the  more  eafily  inclined 

to  liften  to  Mr.  Moffop's  propofition,  which 
terminated  in  an  agi;eement  between  them,  as 

will  appear  by  the  following  extraft  of  a 
Letter,  which  was  written  by  Mr.  MaqWiA 

Ff4 
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to  his  daughter  in  London.     The  Letter  is 
dated  Dublin,  Noven^ber  18th,  1763, 

**  Never  were  there  greater  Theatrical  con- 
tefts  than  at  prefent,  nor  were  parties  among 

the. Ladies  higher ;  infomuch,  that  they  diftin^ 

guilh  themfelves  by  the  names  of  Barryijts 

and  Moffapians,  The  contention  is  between 

Barry  and  Sheridan  on  the  one  part,  and 

Moffop  and  Sowdon  on  the  other ;  and  be-r 

tween  Dancer  and  Abington-^iliQ  other  women 
are  neglefted.  Pantomime  and  Pancing  are 

two  good  auxiliaries  to  Barry-r-and  Saunders, 

the  Wire-dancer,  and  Mackjin's  Afting  ip  the 
Farcas,  of  great  benefit  to  Moffop^  "  The 

Beggar's  Opera"  (Polly,  by  Mifs  Catley,  from 
Coven t  Garden)  has  brought  MoflTpp  great 

houfes.  Laft  night,  Macklin,  after  the  Play, 
addreffed  the  Audience,  and  hinted  at  his  hav- 

ing agreed  with  the  Manager  for  half  of  the 
Theatre ;  and  that  he  had  wrote  two  Farces, 

which  they  would  bring  pn  this  feafon— -he 

was  well  received — -B^rry  is  determined  tq 

play  the  fame  plays  that  ̂ foffop  does,  ir^ 

prder  that  the  Town  may  judge  of  the  merits 
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of  the  Performers— Sheridan  is  neglefted— he  ̂ 

intends  to  give  Leftures/' 

The  particulars  of  this  agreement  were, 

that  Mr.  Macklin  was  to  play  two  nights  a 
week,  from  the  month  of  Oftober  1763,  to 

the  end  of  April  1764  5  that  he  was  to  have 

a  fixth  night  for  every  new  Farce  that  he  pro- 

duced ;  that  the  whole  expence  of  a  bene- 
fit was  not  to  exceed  the  fum  of  fixty 

Guineas;  that  he  was  to  have  a  benefit 

as  an  A£tor,  and  a  Drefling-room ;  that-  he 

was  to  have  the  choice  of  any  Play  for  his  be- 
nefit nights;  that  the  fole  property  of  his 

P^ieces  were  to.  remain  in  him,  that  they 
were  not  to  be  afted  without  his  confent; 

and  that  his  Farces  were  not  to  be  played  at 

Benefits,  under  the  penalty  of  500/, 

The  firft  piece  Mr.  Macklin  brought  out 

this  feafon,  was  **  The  True  Born  Iri/liman,'* 
a  Farce  which  met  with  unbounded  applaufe, 

and  was  of  very  confiderable  advantage  to 

Moflbp's  treafury. 



The  following  are  the  Dramatist  Perfdmer : 

Mwrrtmgh  O^Doghertg\  Count  Mujhroam^ 
HamiUmi^  Fitxifiongtel^  The  M(tjor^  CMj/ 

Farret^:  Lmfy  KtvfHgQdy  Mrs.  Jelly,  Mrs. 

Gazette,  iMdjf  B^b  Frtghtfuly  tod  Mrs. 
O'Dogkert^. 

Th^  fcene  of  Adk>iv  is  EVublin — Mr. 

(/Dogkcrtyy  an  eWerly  Irilh  Gentleman,  of 

an  ancient  family  dndf  large  fortune,  having 

married  a  young  Lady  for  lov^,  endeavours 
M  cOmpenfate  for  the  difparity  of  yefars,  by 

ioddrlgittg  her  in  a  continual  round  of  fa- 
fl>ionable  atnufemeftts,  and  at  laft  fuffers  her 

to  go  to  London  to  fee  the  Coronation,  from 

which  (he  returns  wi-h  fuch  a  paiBonate  ad- 
miration of  every  thing  Englift,  and  fuch  a 

ridiculous  afFeftation  of  high  life,  as  make 

her  extremely  contemptible  j  efpeciaHy  as  flie 

labours  under  the  misfortune  of  her  country 

accent  to  a  reniarkabk  degree,  and  has  aa 

uncommon  (hare  of  native,  pride,  with  an 

equal  portion  of  real  fimplicity.     Among  the. 



CHAltliE'S   MACKLIK-  443 

ihoft:  intimate  of  her  acquaintances  is  MK 

MiipirooMy  ah  Englifhman  of  vefy  rhean 

birth,  \rery  great  vanity,  and  very  little'  un- 
derftanding ;  who  is  diftihguifli^d  by  the  til3* 

of  County  and  afFe£ls  to  be  z  perfon  of  con- 
fiderable  connexions ;  though  he  i^,  in  reality, 

no  more  than  an  Agent  to  Lord  Outcaft,  aii 

fenglifh  Nobleman  who  has  large  property 
in  Ireland,  and  has  only  come  over  to 

t^ublin  on  fom6  affairs  relating  to  OutcaJ^s 
eftate.  Yet,  notwithftanding  his  infignifi- 
cance,  he  is  a  great  favourite  of  all  the  Latdies: 

but  Mrs.  O^Jbogkerti/,  who  anglicifes  hef 
name  to  Diggerty,  is  the  principal  objeft  of 
his  attention ;  and  he  bribes  her  maid  Cattjjf 

Farrel  to  give  her  letters,  declarative  of  th^ 

moft^  vehement  patffion,  and  requefting  fom6 

inark  of  a  reciprocal  affeftion.  But  Catfif 

FdrreU  .inftead  of  giving  the  lettets  to  hdt 
Miftrefs,  delivers  them  to  her  Mafter>  arid 

Atr.  O'Dogherfy,  through  Catty's  means, 
carries  on  an  epiftolary^-eorrdfpohdence  With 

MuJIiroomy  as  if  from  his  Lady,  till  an  ap- 
pointment is  It  laft  made  with  him  for  the 

jexitire  completion  of  bi$  wllhes,    The  plac6 
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of  meeting  is.  Mr.  O'Dogherty's  own  houfe^ 
and  the  Count  is  drefled  in  women's  clothes, 

the  better  to  prevent  any  poflibility  of  detec- 
tion. Such  is  the  ftate  of  matters,  when  Mr. 

Hamilton,  Mrs.  O'Dogherty's  brother,  comes 

to  town,  who  is  informed  of  his  fitter's  folly 
and  extravagance,  and,  in  the  prefence  of  the 

Ladies,  fet  down  in  the  lift  of  perfons,  the 

Major  and  Fitz-MorigrelfpYtvents  her  from  en* 
gaging  in  Play,  and  gives  a  fevere  lefture  on 

her  affeftation  and  prodigality :  this  leads  to 

an  explanation  of  Count  MuJhroom\  intended 

fcheme  againft  her,  at  which  {he  is  furprized 
and  terrified,  and  expreffes  a  fincere  concern 
for  all  her  former  errors,  with,  the  raoft  fixed 
determination  of  a  total  reformation.  After 

this,  (he  enters  into  a  plan  for.  expofing  the 

Count,  who  is  at  laft  thruft  intp  a  portmau' 
teau,  in  his  female  drefs,  and  in  that  fituation 

is  made  a  fpeftacle  of  ridicule  to  every  body.^ 

not  only  at  Mr.  O'Dogherty's,  but  carried,  by 
his  order,  to  a  crowded  route,  to  be  a  more 

geneiral  objeQ:  of  contempt ;  this  terminates 
the  Piece.  Mr.  Macklin  performed  Murrongh 

O'Poghrjxf  with  Angular  ability;,  and  inftruft- 
ed  the  reft  of  the  Perfofmers  fo  weli,  that 
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"  The  True  Bom  IrifhrnavT  was  admirably 
and  repeatedly  performed  to  crowded  houfes, 

'There  was  one  circumftance  occured  during 
the  Rehearfal  of  this  Piece  that  we  (hall 

take  leave  to  mention  here.  One  of  the 

Performers,  to  inftruft  whom  Mr.  Macklf n 

had  taken  infinite  pains,  having  occafion 

to  announce  "  Lady  Kinnegad^^  and  not 
pronouncing  the  name  as  the  Veteran  liked, 

he  ftepped  up  to  him,  and,  in  an  angry 

tone,  exclaimed,  "  What  Trade  are  you^ 

Sir  .^" — ^The  Performer  replied, — ^^  Sir,  I  am 

a  Gentleman — "  "  Then,''  rejoined  the  Stage 
Neftor,  "  (lick  to  th^t,  Sh:  \  for  you  never  will 
he  an  Actor  T 

Mr.  Macklin  refided  -  at  that  time  in 

Drumcondra  Lane,  and  was  vifited  by  per-i 
fons  of  the  firft  eminence  and  diftinftion 

in  Dublin.  The  prefent  Mrs.  Macklin  ap- 

peared then  extremely  young,  and  was  re- 
peatedly a(ked  by  feveral  perfons,  who  took 

her  for  Mr.  Macklin's  daughter,  whether  her 
father  was  at  home  ?  and  how  her  father 

did  ?  for  they  could  not  conceive  that  fo  old 

a  man  could  h^y^fo  yomig  a  wife. 
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.  During  th^t  feafon.  Theatrical  contefts  ran 

ycry  high  ;  ̂ nd  early  in  March,  the  two 

Tragedy  Candidates  determined  to  .perfprpi 
Othello  on  the  fame  night  for  their  ̂ bene^t 

Play.  ̂ (^iTop  relied  on  his  .novelty,  and 

Barry  on  his  long  eftabliflied  reputation: 

the  partizans  of  each  exerted  themfelves  to 

.the  utmoft.  Moffop's  great  frienid,  (lie 
Countefs  of  Brandon^  folicited  his  Grace 

the  Duke  of  Northumberland,  then  Lord 

J^ieutenant,  to  command  MoflTop's  night,  to 
which  he.generoufly  affented;  but  wifely  con* 
trived  to  promife  Barry,  >that,  provided  he 

would  poftpone  his  night  to  the  Tuef- 

day,  he  would  alfo  command  that  evening's 
entertainment,  by  which  means  the  town 

would  be  kept  in  good  humour:  and  his 
Grace  alfo  added,  that  he  fhould  not  (by  fuch 

attention  and  compliance  from  Mr.  Barry) 

be  deprived  the  pleafure  of  feeiag  him  in 

his  favourite  charafter  of  Othello^  .which  al- 

ways afforded  him  the  higheft  fatisfaftion* 
Mr.  Barry,  of  courfe,  complied,  and  was 

not  inwardly  difpleafed  that  the  critics  fhould 

have  fuch  an  immediate  opportunity  of  com- 
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jthe  declared  .opponents.  BoJh  Prfiuhjr^t 

and  Smotck^aJley  5:he^re  w(?f^  -SflHftlly 
thronged  on  ;this  remarkable  qcc^iop,}  ̂ aqd 

as  to  the  fuperiority  of  JPerfqrmwc^,  ]^k. 

Macklin  has  declared,  that  Barry's  Othello 

was  fo  excellent,  as;toi»ake  Moffop's  viewed 
at  a  diftance  only.  He  was  as  much  fupe- 

rior  in  the  Valiant  'Moor,  as  Moffop  would 
h^ve  been  to  Barry  in  Richard  or  Zanga. 

Mr,  Moffop  had, that  year  anjtali^p  9P*^^ 

Company,  which  w^s  of  in6nite  fervi<?e'  ,|o 
him.     Xhefe  Jtaliz^n.  Comic  Operas r were  fup- 

'ported  <at  .the  foUowing  , prices:     Boxes,  Pit, 

and  Lattices,  5s.  5d.-r-Middle  Q^Jlery,  ?s.  2d, 

*?-Upper, Gallery,  Is.  Jd.    ̂ Dublin  waS:torn 

.to  pieces  by  .the   perpetual  ra^ppljcation  for 
.4ane  Theatre  or  another  y.  it nwas  reduced  qviite 

•to  a  party TOatter.    This  PiayTbegging.,at.,}aft 

rgrew-extremely  trpublefome,  jOj^d  both  .par- 

ties. fiifFered  much  by  the  inq«ffant,impp^wi- 
ties  of  their  friends. 

.The  Tragedy  of  ̂^  jPhilqfter,  or  J^ovelfies. 

a  Bleedingy'    altered    from    Beaumont    and 
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Fletcher  by  Mr,  M^cklbj  was  performed 

that  feafon  at  Smock-alley  with  confiderable 

approbation.  The  Tragedy  had  a  pretty  to- 
lerable run,  and  aiifwered  the  purpofe  for 

which  it  was  revived. 

Cftap-  XXVI. 

IN  the  feafon  1763-64,  the  celebrated  Aim 

Catley  made  her  firft  appearance  in  Dublin ; 

(he  became  a  Pupil  of  Mr.  Macklin  the  fame 

time,  and  he  procured  her  an  engagement  at 

Smock-alley  Theatre,  where  {he  met  with 

great  applaufc,  and  drew  crowded  houfes. 

This  Lady  is  a  ftriking  example  of  what  merit 

can  do,  unaided  by  birth  or  intereft.  The 

following  fhort  (ketch  of  the  life  of  this  ex- 

cellent Aftrefs  may  not  be  wholly  unenter- 
taining  to  the  reader :  Mifs  Catley  was  bora 

in  London,  in  the  year.  1745.  The  circuih- 

ftances  of  her  parents  were  by  no  means  af- 

fluent--—Ihe  was,  accordingly,  obliged  to  pro- 

vide for  herfclf  in  the  beft  manner  fhe  pof- 



fibly  could.  Her  extraotdmary  vaoil  M^ 
lities  foan  difcovered  themfekti,  for,  at 

the  early  Age  of  ten  yekrs,  (he  fuog  at  pub** 

lie  houfes  in  her  father's  neighbo.iirhbddi 
and  for  the  officers  oii  duty  at  the  Towcn  Hdf 

fituation^  of  courfe,  expofed  heV  to  fedufc* 

tion  j  but  who,  that  confiders  her  then  hap* 

kfs  condition  of  lif^,  will  not  ntpf^b'ate  thd 
feduceti  and  pity  the  fedticed!  Uti  tnunodt 

talents  (oom  fpread  theit  dwft  fam^  f  an4  one 

5tf fe^,  4  fnufickfty  Who  Irved  ik\  th«  Wrtl  ferid 

bf  the  towny  ̂ ntefi^d  into  aviicla*  i^^)4i  ttef 

fethefj  and  took  her  appr*iMid0;  bti*  Adlifi 

and  Catley  couW  «ot  a^fee—^and  the  for- 
mer, it  19  (Siitli  W«  0ric6  fo  pifo*ok6d|  ̂   fd 

fhreaten  to  turn  h^t  otrf  o^  dodrfe/  atid  fue  her 

father^  for  200^.  th^  p*i»Kifty  oi  the  boftd  ex- 

ecuted when  flie  wa^  bound.  Sfe^  ihadt*'  Kef 

firft  appearance^  in  puWit  at  ViuxhaH,  ift^  th* 
fummer  of  \1&i*,  arid  ort  ffie  ffffr  of  Oftob*,' 

m  the  fame  yeaf,  fhe  a^ptatd^'d,  for  th^  fitff  tiii* 
on  the  Sta^e,  at  Covetrt  0afd6n,  m  ttit  cha^ 
rdfter  of  the  Paft6far  Nyftipb,  in  Cbthus,  antf 

gained  uncommon  dpplailfii.  The  ftfcciefcfdfrt^ 
year>  (he  became  tfte  ̂ bjd^  of  ptMife  aift^ 

Vol.  L  C  g 
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tion»  (torn  a  very  remarkable  circumftance. 

Sir  Francis  Blake  Delaval  bebg  charmed  with 

her  beauty,  and  underftanding  that  the  matter 

and  his  fair  apprentice  could  not  agree,  rc- 

folved  on  releafing  her  entirely  from  the  co- 
ercion of  Bates,  and  making  her  his  miftrefs. 

Accordingly-  it  was  agreed,  that  Sir  Francis 

fhould  pay  Bates  the  pt^nalty  of  the  father's 
bond,  and  alfo  give  him  two  hundred  pounds 

more  in  lieu  of  what  ihe  might  earn  for  him, 

by  the  engagement  that  he  had  made  for  her 

with  the  Managers  of  Coyent-Garcjen  Theatre, 

and  Mary*le^bone  Gardens.    For  this  purpofe 
Mr.  Fraine,  an  attorney,  was  ordered  to  draw 

up  a  proper  transfer  of  her  inddntures  from 
Bates  to  Sir  Francis,  and  {he  and  her  mother 

were  remoyed  into  lodgings,  where  Ihe  lived 

publicly  with. Sir  Francis,  w,as  attended  by 
his  fervants,  and  rode  out  with  him  every 

day.     The  attorney  having  made  the   father 

a  party  to  the   articles,  ̂   vvaited  on  him   to 

have  his  fignature  and  feal.     Mr.  Catley  lived 

at  this  time  with  the  very  refpeftable  Mr. 

Barclay,  of  Cheapfidc,  and,  having  got  pof- 
ikSioxx  <>f  the   articles,    confulted    his  mar- 

_j 
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ter  on  the  nature  of  them.  The  honeft 

Quaker,  (hocked  at  the  wickednefs  of 

transferring  a  girl  by  legal  procefs,  for  the 

purpofe  of  proftitution,  advifed  with  his  law- 
yer, who  laid  a  cafe  before  counfel,  and 

the  enfuing  Term  two  motions  were  made 

in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  founded 
on  thefe  articles.  The  firft  of  tliefe  motions 

Was  for  a  Habeas  Corpus^  directed  to  Shr 

Francis  Blake  Delaval,  to  bring  the  body 

of  Ann  Catley  into  Court;  and  the  fecond' 

was  for  a  Rule  to  fliew  caufe,  why  an  In* 
formation  fhould  not  be  filed  againft  Sir 
Francis  SBlake  Delaval,  Bates  the  Matter, 

and  Fraine  the  Attorney,  for  a  Confpiracy 

to  proftitute  Ann  Catley,  under  the  forms  of 

Law,  On  the  following  day,  Catley,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  Habeas  Corpus,  appeared  in 

Court,  accompanied  by  Sir  Franci$,  and  was 

there  difcharged  out  of  his  cuftody.  The 

affidavits  for  the  profecutor  were  read,  and  a 

day  was  fixed  for  caufe  to  be  Ihewn.  On 

the  young  lady's  releafe,  her  father  attempt- 
ed to  feize  her,  and  carry  her  off  by  force* 

Sir  Fletcher  Norton,  Counfel  for  Sir  Fkhvc^s, 

G  g  2 
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irona^diiatdy  complaine4  ta  tke.  Courts  an4 

tfe?  v.ip)p|it  CQpdudt  of  tl^e  ffttjipr  W^*^  f^VCirf  Ijf 

rfp;inftanji«i  |?iy  thcj  Chj^f  Juft^ce,  EiurJ 

M^osfifs^d,  who  ftbferyed,  *b^t  tho^gli  the 

givl  wa$  pot  of  Jf gal  ̂ ge,  ihe  wa^  at  full 

y^ars  of  difcretlon  s  g^d  the  queftion  bicing 

pwti  wbethpr  fl^e  would  return  witk  l^r  fa-, 

tber,  Qx  Sir  Franks,  (he  declared,  h^r  attaph- 

rp^^pt  to  the  latter,  put  hct  hstnd  under  )m 

arm^  and  making  a  ciirtfey  to  the  Ji^dg«$» 

awd  s^npthcr  tq  the  Bar,  walked  with  hisn  out 

of  Wc|la\infter  Hall  to  his  caririagf ,  whijcfe . 

^yaired  at  the  gate,  and  cari^i^d  them  hom^^ 

<Pto  C-^ufe  being  fhevya,  the  Cpurt  were 

ols^f ly  of  Qpinipn  that  t];ie.  information  (hould 

^  gi^an^^d.  Lor4  Mansfield  o^ferve4!>  i^^b 

the  ̂ pyrt  of  King*s  E^n<:h  was  a{/^  mo^u/mi 
qi  the  counjtry  ;  and  had  authority,  efpi^ially 

^Ivfrq  the  offi?nce  wajs  mixed  with  cpnfpiiiacy, 

tp,  pun.ift)^  every  tjiing  contra  bonos  m^ns;^ 

^9.  called  tb?  money  giv^n  by  Sir  Francis: 

tffJiatGJS^  pfemit(inifi?^oJiUiitia2i,iSy  and  cited  the: 
Caijf  of  Sit  ?:ichard  Sedley,  in  the  reigHs 

of  (phaflps  ̂ .  ip:  fvippqrt.  of  it.  The.  cp^fe- 

€is?nce  of;  t%.IJ!|3smatic>p  againft-Sir  Fpap^lfc- 

4  .  - 
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Bates,  arid  Fraihe,  w^s  a  Trial,  anH  atll  tfiif. 

Defendants,  being  found  guilty  by  {hi  3utf; 

T«^^re  fererally  fined  j  the  whole  experifce  Bf 

which,  fogethfer.with  the  cofts  ta  a  very  cdri- 

fiderabr^  aihount,  fell  iipoh  Sir  Fi-ancis: 

After  this  flife  fungf  at 'Mary-le-b6ne  Gardens; 
and  from  theflce  took  a  tYip  to  tftihilti,  wherei 

as  \fre  have  alfeady  mentionfed,  (ht  placdd 
herfelf  under  the  tuition  of  Mi:  MadkKrf, 

and  afted  at  Smock-alley  with  great  ap- 

plaufe.  During  her  ftay  in  Dublin,  a  rher- 
thint,  who  was  a  married  man,  and  had  a 

lafge  family,  became  her  admiref;  fent  Jief 

a  billet  d&ux,  fequfeftin^  ah  apjpolnfment 

to  fupper,  and  accompanie'd  his  requeft 
with  a  large  hamper  of  champaign.  Catley 
retotbed  tT!ie  win«  Untouched,  with  a  direc- 

tion' to  the  afhorous'  trader's  wife,  arid  en- 
clof(id  his  note  under  a  cover.  At  fupper, 

the  merchalit's  fpouf(i'  declared,  that  ̂ 6  had 
a  longing  for  champaign,  arid  muft  have  a 

glafs".  The  hufba'nd  reprobated  fuch  extra- 

vagance—**^ Biit  i  V^rill  treat'  you,  my  d'ekiV* 
faid  the  wife'-^"  yoU  may  fee  t  have  receiv- 

ed a  prefeht-^^'  on  which  £he  puf  CaUey'a 

G  S  2' 
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note  into  his  hand.  It  is  eafy  to  conceive 

the  domeftic  quarrel  that  enfued;  and  the 

perfon  that  we  have  here  alluded  tp,  has  for 

feveral  years  back  lived  in  ̂ London  in  the 

moft  indigent  circumftances.  Catley,  after 

undergoing  a  variety  of  viciffitudes .  in  life, 
died  at  the  houfe  of  an  excellent  and  worthy 

General,  near  Brentford,  on  the  14th  of 

O^ober,  1789- 

The  contention  between  Smock-alley  and 

CroW'ftreet,  was  ftill  carried  on  with  great 
earneftnefs.  The  Countefs  of  Brandon  would 

not  be  feenat  Crow-ftreet  upon  any  account, 

but  attended  conftantly  at  her  dear  Moffop's 
Theatre.  Notwithftanding  the  powerful  in- 
tereft  of  Smock-alley,  Barry  was  fo  eminent 

for  making  love  on  the  ftage,  that  he  con- 
verted the  ladies  two  to  one  in  his  favour. 

Although  Mr.  Macklin  was  v^ry  much  enf^*^ 
gaged  in  his  theatrical  bufinefs  in  Dublin, 

he  never  lofl;^  fight  of  the  intereft  of  his  daugh- 

ter, with  whom  he  kept  up  a  conftant  corref- 

pondence.  We  (hall  prefent  the  reader  with 

the  following  copy  of  an  original  letter,  from 

Mr.  Macklin  in  Dublin,  to  his  daughter  in 
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London,  wliich  breathes  much  affeHionand 

good  fenfe ;  but  the  letter  will  fpeak  for  itfelf. 

It  is  directed  to  *'  Mifs  Maria  Mackim, 

Henrietta  Street,  Covent  Garden,  Londcn^." 

Dubiin,  Feb.  21,  1764.  ̂  
«  Dear  Poll, 

**  Yours  of  the  28th  of  January, 
I  received  fome  time  ago ;  and  this  inftant 

that  of  the  16th  inftant;  and  am  glad  fof 

find,  that  even  the  expeftation  of  a  new 

Farce  from  me,  or  the  hopes  of  feeing  me  in 

London;  to  play  for  your  benefit,  has  had 

fufficient  influence  on  you,  to  make  you 

punftual  in  anfwering  my  letter.  As'  to 
lending  you  a  nexv  Farce,  I  cannot  pay  fo 

ill  a  compliment  to  you,  the  public,  or  my 
own  fame,  as  to  fend  you  One  that  I  had  not 

been  nice  about ;  nay,  rather  more  fo  than 

if  it  had  been  for  my  own  benefit  or  emo- 
lument as  an  author.  Your  charafter  has 

been  nicely  condufted  hitherto,  even  in  your 

profeffion,  as  well  as  in  that  of  real  life ;  and 

I  hope  you  will  fcorn  to  offer  the  public  a 

piece,  merely  to  fill  your  galleries  or  your 
G  4 
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youF  benefils. 

"  Ihave  always  loved  the  confcious  worth 

of  a  good .  a£lion  mopa  than  the  profit  that 

would  arife  from  a  mean  or  ca  bad  obc  ;  'and, 
d$g^nd  up^n  itj^  thoro  is  a  wealth  in  that 

yff^y.  of  l^kjiag  j;  fuad  I  ;£?€!  (be  valu^  of  ilr 

^If  t|pjisi  indent,-  jv^d  in  ewry  yicWTitudeaf  mf 
4f(5^  but,  p^^if  u^ly  iji  tjkof(?  ̂ if  the  adverf^ 

]^ind»  H^d.  it,  Veeq  inray  paw^r  to  havq 

ipn*  yo]if  a^  pi€;ce!  worthy  of  youi;  night  a^(^ 

^^c,.  h^  ̂ flfMired  I  woyld  ̂   but  it  was  iipt) 

ij;^  nyr-  powen  I  b,ave  written  a^  great  d^td 
t^s,  winder,  byt  I  find,  the  naor^  1  write,  ̂ mdi 

tjie  oldejE  I  grow-,  th^  hafdei^  I  anj  to  be^ 

p^eafed.  ]^  do  mX^  know  wfe(>tber  I  told  yoi^ 

in,  my  laft^^  that.  I  am  reduced.  i<i  my  fufte^ 

nap.ce,.  entirely  to  fiflx,  herbage;,  puddingSi,^  oi; 

{poon  meat,  not  being  able  to  chew,  any  meat? 

li^rdej;  than  a  French  boiiilk.  And  now  I 

have  told  you,  wjiat  am  I  the  better  ?  But 

old  age,  and.  invalids,  think  all.  their  friends 

are  obliged  tp  ̂ tt^n.d  to  th^ir  ipfirwilies. 
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•*  I  am  mightily  glad  to  thlok  that  roar 
houfe  will  be  tolerable  at  all  events ;  for  I 

waukl  not  have  you  have  a  bad  one,  for 

more  than  the  value  of  it.  Pray  fend  me 

word  wliat  you  think  of  tafcing  for  your  be- 

nefit, and  your  day,  as^  foon  as  ever  it  i», 
filled.  Do  not  mif^  a  poi1>  and  fead  me  an 

6sa'6t  account  of  the  fate  of  "  Midas,'*  You 
are  the  worflr  correfpondent-  in  the  world. 

You  fent  me  no  account  of  Mifs  Davis'ir 

iljbeis^  and  of  Miis  Brent's,  nor  the  caofes, 
or  theatrical  confequenccs  :  .  nor  .of  Miftf 

Poitier's  engagement ;  Mifs  Haughton's  kav* 

mg  the  Stage ;  Mifs  Bellamy's  promotion  to 
infamy  with  Calcraft — .all  this  is  news — and 
fuch  like  ;  and  all  the  theatrical  tittle  t^ttle^ 

^nd /quibble  fquabble.  With^us,  Mifs  Catley 

is  with  child,  is.  in  great  vogue  for  her  Ting- 

ing, a«d»  draws  houfes,  and  has  been  of 
great  fisjrvice  to  Moffop. 

**  My  True  Bom  Scotchman'*  is  not  ye 
come  out,    but  it    is  highly    admired   both 

by  the  ABotSy  and  fome  ladies  and  gentle- 

metn  of'  ̂ ct  fitA  tafte  and  fa(hion^  to  whoni 
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I  have  read  it,  for  its  fatire,  characters,  lan- 

guage, moral,  and  fable  ;  and  indeed  I  think 

well  of  it  myfelf,  but  not  fo  well  as  they. do. 

On  Monday,  the  5th  of  March,  I  think  it 
will  be  out.  I  have  juft  read  the  Philafier 

that  was  done  at  Drury-lane ;  it  is  a  lament- 

able thing.  Oh,  I  had  like  to  have  forgot! 

The  fhip  by  which  you  fent.  the  box  is  not 

yet  come  in.  Pray,  in  your  writing,  never 

write  couldrCty  Jhan'ty  toouldn^t,  nor  any  •  ab- 
breviation whatever.  It  is  vulgar,  rude,  ig- 

norant, unlettered,  and  difrefpeftful :  couid 

not,  Jhall  not,  &c.  is  the  true  writing.  Nor 

never  write  M.  Macklin  :  Pray  who  is.  M  ? 

It  is  the  higheft  ill-breeding  even  to  abbrevi- 

ate any  word,  but  particularly  a  name ;  be- 
fides  the  unintelligibility. 

"  Pray  how  does  this  look  ? — ^**  I  am,  Sr. 

yr.  mt.  obt.  um'ble  fevt.'*  Mind,  always  write 
your  words  at  length,  and  never  make  the 

vile .  apologies  in  your  letters  of  being— 

**  greatly  hurried  with  bvfinefs s'^  or'**  and 
mujt  now  conclude,  as  the  pojt  is  this,  injlant 

going  out.^'    Then,  why  did  you  not  b^gin 

■~-\ 
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fopner  ?    You  fee  I  am  nothing  with  you,  if 

not  critical ;  and  fo,  at  full  length, 

"  I  am.  My  dear, 

" ,  Your  moft  .afFe£lionate, 
**  And  anxious  father,- 

*^  Charles  Mackliiu 

.  P.  S.  **  Your  account  that  you  are  in  health 
and  fpirits  rejoices  me.  I  never  was  better  in 
health  or  content.  If  I  can  contrive  it,  I  (hall 

be  over  with  you,  but  do  not  depend  on  any 

body  but  yourfelf.'* 

Mr.  Macklin  being  informed  that  the  Crow- 
ftreet  managers  had  permitted  Mr.  Tate 

Wilkinfon  to  mimic  him  on  their  ftage, 

called  on  Mr.  Barry,  and  addreffed  him  in  the 

following  words: — "  Sir,  I  hear  Wilkitifon 
**  took  fome  liberty  with  my  manner  of  aQ- 

"  ing  laft  night  on  your  Theatre.  I  do  not 

"  trouble  myfelf  about  the  boy ;  for  every  af- 

.  «  front  or  joke  paffed  on  your  Stage,  I  fliall 

**  look  upon  as  authorized  by.  you;  and  if 

"  fuch  a  thing  is  again  repeated  or  attempt- 

"  ed,  I  fhall  ferioufly  expert  you  to  anfwer 
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*«  for-  it/'  Mr.  Barry  affured  birii  that  he 

might  depend  on  Mr.  Wilkittfon's  being  ih- 
formed  of  his  complaint ;  and  might  reft  fa- 

ti&fied  that  nothing  of  the  forf  fliould  be  ̂ 

again  exhibited.  Barry  Was  as  good  as  his 
w^tfd.  He  itiftnMeA  iVilkinfon  that  he  had 

ififtwiied  his-  honour  as  a  furety>  that  Wilkinfon 
would  not  be  a  naughty  boy  a  fecond  time. 

*  Now>  my  dear  Wilkinfon/'  idded*  Barry, 

feniKng,  "  I  beg  yoti  will  ̂ be  obfervant,  and 

^  let  roe  really  depend  on  your  not  drawing 

*  me  into  a  fcfape ;  particurfarly,  as  I  hiftt  id 

"  you,  that  I  think  Macklin  MH  cofne  16 

"  church  again:"  which  the  next  feafon  ac- 

ftmlfy" happened,  as  he  once  more  a6ted  his 

Sir  Archy  to  Barry's  Sir  Callaghdii. 

Mr.  Macklin  was  the  chief  fupport  of 

Smeck-aUejf,  Amtng  the  feafon  of  1763-64. 
His  Shtjlock  and  Sir  Archy  did  wonders; 

and  Mip  Catley,  who  then  occafioned  much 

converfation,  gave  the  old  Beggai^'s  Opera 
^  new  run,  and  allured  feveral  Audiiences. 

Mr.  Macklin,  in  Peachuniy  gave  an  infinite 
zeft  to  *he  pieee. 
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When  Moffbp  had  a  good  hotife,  inftead 

of  endeavouring  to  extricate  himfelf  in  any 

degree  from  his  multiplicity  of  difficulties,  he 

grew  defperate ;  and,  inftead  of  paying  either  • 
his  tradefmen  or  performers,  flew  to  the 

gay  circles,  where  he  attempted  to  mend  his 

broken  fortune,  by  the  turn  up  of  a  card,  or 
the  chance  of  a  die.  He  often  left  the  Theatre 

with  an  hundred  guineas  in  his  pocket,  and 

returned  home  from  the  Countefs  of  Brandon's 
without  a  (hilling.  This  condufl:,  ̂ d  a  train 
of  evils  attendant  thereon,  foon  preyed  upon 

his  health  j  involved  his  talents  with  himfelf, 

and  greatly  embittered  that  temper,  which 

naturally  was  far  from  being  one  of  the  beft. 

Several  of  his  performers  were  reduced  to 

the  greateft  diftrefs.  Mr.  Macklin  remon- 
ftrated  with  him,  but  in  vain.  He  often  de- 

manded the  money  that  was  due  to  him,  and 

could  not  get  a  (hilling.  Being  tired  out,  at 

length,  by  Moflbp's  di(honeft  condu£t,  he  very 
unwi(ely  entered  into  a  law  fuit  with  thej 

Smock-alley  manager ;  and  after  a  confider-^ 
able  period  of  time  had  been  wafted^  and  a 

Jarge  fum  of  money  expended,  in  order  to 

recover  a  juft  debt,  Mr.  Macklin  retired  firft -^ 



CHARLES  idACKLlN.  463- 

from  the  Theatre,  and  next  from  the  Court, 

a  very  great  lofer,  although  he  had  ob- 
tained a  verdiSk  in  his  favour,  for  the  defen- 

dant was  not  worth  afingle  guinea.  Thus  ter- 

minated Mr.  Macklin's  engagement  at  Smock- 
alley  theatre, 

Soon  after  this>  Mr.  Macklin  was  called 

over  to  England,  to  fuperintend  the  .The- 
atricals at  Privy  Gardens,  and  fucceeded  to 

the  honourable  diftinflion  of  inftru6ting  His 

jRojial  Highnefs  the  late  Duke  of  York  in 

the  fcience  of  A£ting.  In  the  year  1764, 

feveral  plays  were  reprefented  ̂ t  Privy 

GardenSy  by  perfons  of  eminence  and  diftinc- 

tion,  and  the  performances  were  acknow- 

ledged to  be  equal  to  any  ever  feen  on  a. re- 
gular Theatre,  and  conferred  the  higheflt 

honor  on  the  (kill  of  Mr.  Macklin,  who  in- 

ftrufted  the  noble  performers,  and  managed 

the  whole  bufinefs.  His  Royal  Highnefs  the 

Duke  of  York,  difplayed  a  corre£tnefs,  and  a 

chafienefs  in  afling,  not  at  all  inferior  to  the 

QOLoft  eminent  a^tor.  His  many  amiable  qua- 
lities, and  polite  accomplifliments,  rendered 

him  a  great  ornament  to  his  country,  and  en- 



464  Tjaft   LIFE   6t 

dearea  him  to  fociety.  The  Noble  Duke,  like? 
all  the  wife,  and  all  the  virtuous  of  Greece  and 

Rome,  was  the  diftinguifhed  Patron  of  the 
l>rama  and  its  Performers.  In  the  choice  of 

^  dramatic  preceptor,  the  good  fenfe  of  his 

Royal  Highnefs  direfted  him  to  fix  oil  Mr. 

Macklin,  whom  he  .particularly  patronized* 
But  in  the  zenith  of  his  diftin6lion,  and  wbilft 

he  was  baflcing  in  the  fun-fliine  of  Royalty^ 

and  enjoying  the  beneficence  of  the  Noble 

Duke,  Mr.  Macklin's  profperity  received  st 
mortal  wound^  and  he  had  to  deplore  i  with 

the  nation,  the  fudden  death  of  bis  Royal 
^Patron. 

Shortly  after  thi^  aflFe£ting  circumftancc^ 

Mr.  Barry,  who  rejoiced  at  the  falling' 
out  between  Mr.  Macklin  and  Mr.  Moffop^ 

difpatched  a  confidential  perfon  to  England 

to  wait  on  Mr.  Macklin,  and  to  propofe  to 

him  an  engagement  at  Crow-ftreet*  Theme- 
gotiation  was  brought  to  a  fpeedy  coftclufion^ 

as  Mr.  Macklin  agreed  to  play  with  Mr* 

Barry  for  a  fpecific  time  on  (hares,  and  in 

puffuance  of  this  agreement,  fet  out  fojf 
Ireland  immediately. 
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The  acquifition  of  fo  capital  an  ASktt  ai 

Mackliu,  at  this  jun^^uce^  was,  with  Mr. 

Barry,  a  circumftance  the  more  fealboableii 

becaufe  Mr.  Woodward  had^  the  year  bev 

,  fore  relinquiihed  his  joint^manageiQtnt  of 
Crow-ftreet  Theatre,  and  came  to  London, 

where  he  foon  after  re-appeared,  as  the  Pro- 
digal returned. 

It  was  during  the  feafon  of  1765-66  that 

Mr.  Macklin  brought  out  his  excellent  Co- 

medy of  The  Man  of  the  World,  under  its 

original  title  of  The  True  Bern  Scotchman. 

Of  the  great  merit  of  this  Play  we  need  not 

fay  one  word,  fince'  it  is  before  the  Public, 
who  have  fo  often  borne  teftimony  to  its  fter- 
ling  worth,  by  their  unbounded  applaufe 

during  its  reprefentation.  In  Dublm,  ̂   weH 

as  in  London^  this  admirable  Comedy  did  not 

fail  to  draw  very  brilliant  and  crowded 
houfes. 

By    the    following,  ftatement,    which  we 

have  copied  from  Mr.  Macklin's-papers^  the; 
reader  will  be  enabled  to  form  a  judgment 

H  h 
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of  the  receipts  of  Crow-ftreet  and  Smock- 

alley  Theatres,  during  the  years  1763,  1764, 

.1766>and  1766;  becaufe  Mr.  Macfclin  per- 

formed at  both  houfes,  upon  the  fame  terms 

exaftly,  viz.  a  moiety  of  the  receipts  of  the 

Theatre  every  night  that  he  afted. 

CROW-STREET    THEATRE* 

Nov.  28,     By  Command  of  Lord  Hertford. 

1^65.  The  Merchant  of  Venice,  and 

Love-a-la-Mode,  produced  to 

Mr.  Macldin  the  large  moietyof    57     i     o|> 

Dec.  12.     By  Command. — Rule  a  Wife>  and 

True  Born  IrifhmaQ  29  1 1     3 

Rule  aWife,  andLoTCraJa-Mode     52     99 

Romeo  and  Juliet,  and  True  Bom 

Iriihman        .        ,        •  ^3    6    9J' 

Othello,    and  True   Bora   IriAi* 

man       .        -        .        - 

Mifer»  and  Love-a-la-Mode 
The  True  Botn  Scotchman^  J  ft. 

dme       -        -        •        » 

True  Bom  Scotchman 

True  Born  Scotchman 

A  Benefit*  True  Born  Scotchman 

Dec. 
»3- 

Dec. 
26. 

Jan. 

IJ- 

1766. 

Jan. 

22. 
Feb. 

7- 

14. 

15- 

17    3 

0 

11    7 

6 

40  10 

1 
11     7 

6 

39  >» 

8 49 
0 
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■  After  Mr.  Macklin  had  performed  the 
number  of  nights  fpecified  in  the  agreement 

between  hinl  arid  Bany,  he  did  not  chufe 

to  renew  his  engagement^  and  coilfequently 

did  not  play  the  reft  of  the  feafon^ 

He  applifed  himfelf  during  the  remainder  of 

this  year  (1766)  to  ftudy,  and  to  the  com- 
pofition  of  dramatic  works. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  year  Mrs.  Gibber  and 

Mr.  Quin  died.-  The  former  enjoyed  the 
rank  of  a  celebrated  aOrefs  for  a  confider- 

able  period.  Her  marriage  with  Theophilus 

Gibber  was  againft  her  inclination,  and  the 
misfortunes  that  attended^  it  took  her  firom 

the  ftage  for  fome  time.  However,  (he  re- 
mained in  quiet  poffeffion  of  all  the  capita! 

female  bhara£ters  for  the-  fpace  of  twenty 

years. 

Mrs.  Sufannah  Maria  Gibber  was  the 

daughter  of  a  Mr.  Arne/an  Upholfterer^  in 

King  Street,  Covent  Gamen ;  and  the  lifter 
of  the  celebrated  Dr.  Arne.  Mr.  Macklin 

has  declared,  that  Mrs.  Gibber,  in  the  ex- 

H  2 

^>> 
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preflion  of  lov€,  grief^  teadernefe,  and  jea- 
lous rage^  exceUed  all  the  A€brefle$  he  had 

ever  feen.  What  feenas  not  a  little  furprifiog, 

ihe  played  C^/w,  in  **  The  School  for 

Lffoers^^  whofe  age  is,  mentioned  an  the  Play 
to  be  only  16  years;  and  Juliet,. too^  when 

ihe  was  almoft  in  her  fiftieth  year ;  and  wa& 

allowed  by  every  body  to  become  thefe  cha- 

raflers  admirably.  Her  great  excellence  con- 

^ad  in  that  fimplicity,  which  nee4^d  09  or- 
n^MeMs  in  that  fepfibility^  which  defpifed 

all  art.  Her  figure  wias  el^ant ;  her  coi^b^* 
nance  had  no  great  (hare  of  beauty^  but  her 

features  were  exceedingly  expreffive.  She 

was  a  perfeft  miftrefs  of  Mufic,  and  her  ao- 

compliihments  procured  her  the  acijuaiot* 

ance  a^d  patronage  of  perfons  of  the  firft  di£» 
tin£iioB.  She  died  in  January,  of  a  diforder 

that  arofe  from  ftomach-worms.  Heri^dif- 

pofition  was  fuppofed  by  the  faculty  to  be  a 

bilious  cholic  ;  and  was  confequentfy  Seated 

improperly.  She  was  buried  privately  ia 
Weftminfter  Abbey,. 



CHAULES    MACKLIK.  46£l 

In  the  March  following,  Mr.  Quin's  diC- 
folution  took  place  at  Bath,  where  he  had 

retired  about  fixteen  years  before,  and  lived 

jovially  upon  a  pretty  confidcrable  annuity. 

He  was  feventy-tbree, years  o(  age  when  he 
died.     In  that  interregTmm  (if  wc   may  fay 

fo)  of  the  ftage,  between  the  time  of  Booth 
and  Garrick,  Mr.  Quin  took  the  lead  as  an 
aBor.      He    was  ftiff  in  his    manner,  and 

heavy    in    his    deportment.    Mr.    Macklin 

deemed  his  declamation  fine,  though  forne^ 

what    pompous;  and  in   Falfiqff]  he    faid, 

Quin  was  unequalled;  but  he  had  no  pre- 
tenfions  to  the  title  of  a  general  a£lor.    Mr. 

Quin  was  certainly  deficient   in  literature, 

^nd  laughed  at  thofe    who  read   books  by 

way  of  inquiry  after  knowledge.     On  fuch 

an  occafion,  it  was  cuftomary  for  him  to  fay, 

/5  /  Tiever  read  books — I  read  men — the  xcorld 

is  the  beft  book    to  ftudy''     What    natural 
parts  he  muft  have  been  bleffed  with,  to  make 

the   figure  he  did  as  a    man    of  fenfe   and 

genius  !     The  fate  of  Quin  was  unfortunate  in 

infancy :  his  mother  was   a  reputed  widow, 

who  had  been  married  to  a  gentleman  that 
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traded  to  the  Weft  Indies ;  his  bufinefs  call- 

ing him  abroad,  he  was  abfent  nearly  feven 

years,  and  given  out  to  be  dead.  This  re- 
port was  univerfally  credited,  and  the  lady 

went  into  mourning.  In  about  twelve 

months  after,  a  gentleman  of  the  name  of 

QtfiniipoffeffcA  of  an  eftate  of  lOOOi.  a  year, 

Ti^sis  captivated  with  her  charms,  paid  his  ad- 
dreffes  to  her,  and  married  her.  She  bore 

him  a  fon  (James  Quin)  wTio  is  the  fubjefk 

of  the  prefeni  anecdote.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Quin  lived  very  happily  together;  but,  in 

the  midft  of  their  felicity,  the  former  huf- 
band  returned,  claimed  his  wife,  and  took 

her  to  himfelf;  Mr.  Quin  retired  with  his 

fon,  and  at  his  death,  left  him  his  eftate  i 

but,  the  heir  at  law  hearing  the  ftory,  re- 
covered the  eftate,  and  left  the  poor  young 

man  to  (hift  for  himfdf  as  well  as  he  could. 

In  confequence  of  this  unlucky  accident, 

Quin  went  upon  the  Stage,  acquired  both 

feme  and  fortune,  and  counterbalanced,  by 

his  talents,  the  untoward  circumftance  of  his 

birth.  He  was  buried  at  Bath  ;  an  elegant 

monument  was  erefted  in  the  Abbey  Church 
4 
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to 'his    memory;  it  bears  the  following  in- 
fcription : 

*'  That  tongtte  whscb/ei  the  table  in  a  roar^ 

And  charmM  the  Public  ear,  is  heard  no  moTt%  ' 

Ctos*d  are  thofe  eyes,  the  harbingers  of  wit^ 
Which  (pake  before  the  tongue,  what  Shakfpeare  writ ;  , 

Cold  is  that  hand,  which,  living,  was  (faretch*d  finth 

At  Friendfliip's  call,  to  fuccour  modeft  worth. 
Here  lies  Jama  ̂ um;  deign  reader  to  be  taught, 

Whate'er  thy  ftrength  of  body,  force  of  thought, 

>    In  Nature's  happieft  mould  howerex  call:. 

To  this  complexion  thou  muft  come  at  lafi  !'* 

END    OF    THE    FlIlST   VOLVME. 


