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INTRODUCTION

THE contents of this volume, forming the Collec-
tions for the Year 1881, will be found to be of great
tnterest and utility to the historical scholar in furnish-
ing a rick mass of orviginal information respecting the
history of America durving the eventful period from
1757 t0 1779. In the form of personal narrative by
actual participants, they cast a new light upon many
of the most important occurrences of the French and
Indian War and the War of the American Revolu-
tion, tncluding the capture of Fort William Henry,
the sieges of Louisbourg and Quebec, the expulsion of
the Acadians, the expedition of Bradstreet, the Stamp
Act disturbances of 1765-1766, and the important
operations of the Revolution during 1777-1778.

The journals which are here reproduced with liteval
Sidelity and as far as possible without any modifica-
tion in other respects, whick would lessen their historic
value, comprise those of CoL. JAMES MONTRESOR from
1757 %0 1759, and those of his son, CapT. JoHN MoON-
TRESOR from 1757 to 1778, two able and energetic officers
of the Engincer Corps of Great Britain, whose skill,
bravery, and fidelity weve identified with many of the
emportant works of defence ervected by that nation in
this country during the last century, with its plans of
military operation, with the kardships of pioneer ser-
vice and Indian warfare, and with the heat of conflict
in many a stubbornly contested sicge and battle.



xi1 INTRODUCTION.

The original manuscripts from whick these journals
have been furnished arve preserved among the fa 1ily
records of CoL. HENRY EDWARD MONTRESOR, of Stonely
Grange, Huntingdonshire, England, with whose kind
permission they were transcvibed for publication in
the Society's Collections by its valued corvesponding
assoctate, G. D. ScuLy, Esq., of Oxford, England. In
making this important historical material available to
the student of our nation's annals, the Commaittee for
themselves and the Society they represent acknowledge
the courtesy of Colonel Montresor and the efficient ser-
vices of thetr associale, Mr. Scull, who in fart/fully
copying and annotating the originals and placing the
result of his valuable labors at the disposal of the Com-
miltlee, has manifested a continuance of that scholarly
care and zeal whick has kitherto characterized his nble
researches into the history of his native land.

New York, January, 1882.
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FAMILY OF MONTRESOR.

—— ——— —_— o ——

THE Le Tresors, or Montrésors, were a very old
French Huguenot family, who derived their descent
from Hugues Le Tresor or Hugo Thesaurius, a Treas-
urer of the Duchy of Normandy, as well as of Eng-
land, which office he and his descendants held for
many generations. He accompanied William Courte-
hose, Duke of Normandy, in the First Crusade in
1096. His descendants held the family estates in
Normandy for many generations. After the Edict of
Nantes, the progenitor of the English family, James
le Tresor, fled fron France to England, but eventually
returned to his native country and died in Paris, May
15, 1688.

His son, James Gabriel, of Thurland Hall, near
Nottingham, was born in Caen, Normandy, but natur-
alized by Act of Parliament (12th William IIl.). He
was a Major in the Twenty-first Regiment of Foot,
and Lieutenant-Governor of Fort William, in Scot-
land, where he died January 22, 1724. He married
Nanon de Hautville, daughter of Colonel de Hautville,
of Normandy, but in the service of England. He
commanded a troop of General Monk’s Horse Grena-
dier Guards that conducted the seven bishops to the
Tower (temp. Jac. II.). James Gabriel Montrésor,
son of the above, was born in the parish of St. James,
Westminster, London, in the year 1709. He entered
the army, and was present at Gibraltar at the tak-
ing of that fortress in 1727. He reached the rank of
Colonel, and became the second engineer in England.
Early in 1757 he was ordered to America, where he
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.. planned and built several fortifications in the province
" of New York. His first wife, to whom he was mar-
ried in Gibraltar, was Mary, daughter of Robert Has-
well,* (master attendant of the royal dockyard at
Glbraltar,) and born at Portsmouth. After her deathin
London, in 1761, he remarried, August 25, 1766, Har-
riet, daughter of Henry Fielding, Esquire, and niece
of Sir John Fielding, Knight. His third wife was
Frances, daughter of H. Nickolls, Esquire. By his
journals it would appear that he remained in America
during the years 1757, 1758, and 1759, and before he
returned to England early in 1760 had reached the
rank of ‘“ Chief Engineer in the Provinces.” He died
at New Gardens, in the parish of Teynham, Kent,
January 6, 1776.

John, his eldest son, was born April 6, 1736, at
Gibraltar. He served as assistant engineer under his
father at Gibraltar for four years, and was gazetted as
ensign and chief engineer (October 28, 1754) under
General Braddock, for his expedition against Fort
du Quesne. He sailed December 24, 1754, with the
General, and was wounded in the engagement with
the French and Indians July 9, 1755, receiving, five
days before, his promotion to a lieutenancy in the
Fort -elghth Regiment. From 1755 to 1762 he was
actlvely and widely engaged in his department as
engineer and surveyor in Canada and Nova Sco-
tia (Acadia) and the Middle British Provinces. He
eventually published a map of Acadia in London. He
was at the siege of Louisbourg from its commence-
ment, in 1758, and at the capitulation of Quebecin
1759, and it is to his talent as an artist that we are

* Robert Haswell had also two sons, Robert and William, both in the
Royal Navy. Licutenant William Haswell was the father of Susanna,
better known as Mrs. Rowson, who married, in 1786, Wm. Rowson, leader
of the band of the Royal Guards. In 1793 Mr. and Mrs. Rowson came to
reside in America. She died in Boston, March 2, 1824, and was the
writer of numerous works of fiction, etc., etc. Her novel of ‘¢ Charlotte
Temple ” had the largestsale. In it she assures her readers that with

only an alteration in the names of the characters the whole story ‘‘is
almost literally true.”
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indebted for an excellent likeness in profile of General
Wolfe, taken ‘““in his camp at Montmorenci, near
Quebec, September 1, 1759.” * In 1760 and 1761 we
find him engaged in two scouts across Maine, carry-
ing despatches for Brigadier-General Murray, and in
other services on the river St. Lawrence, and in sur-
veying, etc. In 1763 he relieved Major Henry Glad-
win and the garrison at Fort d’'Etroit with provi-
sions, when they were closely besieged by the Indian
chieftain, Pontiac. In 1764 Lieutenant Montrésor
was ordered to construct a series of redoubts at the
Portage of Niagara before the arrival of troops under
Major-General Bradstreet, on his way to make a treaty
of peace with the Indians. In 1765 he was engaged
in some negotiations at Albany for the removal of old
government buildings and the re-erection of others,
and was stationed at Fort George, in New York,
during the disturbances incident upon the operation in
that city of the obnoxious Stamp Act. He married
in New York, March 1, 1764, Frances, only child of
Thomas Tucker, Esquire, of Bermuda, a lieutenant
in the army (whose head was shot off by a cannon:
ball in an engagement in 1745). Frances Montrésor
was born April 23, 1744, at New York, and survived
her husband, dying at Rose-hill, near Sittingbourne,
Kent, June 28, 1826.

From November, 1766, Lieutenant Montrésor had
leave of absence for six months to proceed to Eng-
land, and the winter of 1769-70 he passed in New
Providence, Bermuda. In 1770 he was engaged in
repairing Fort Castle William at Boston, and some
works at New York. In 1771 he planned and laid
out the fortification at Mud Island, in the Delaware
below Philadelphia. In 1772 and 1773 he was princi-
pally employed in and around Boston and New York,
and in 1774 made an extensive tour to the posts on
the Northern L.akes and returned to Boston, where

® This was afterward mezzotinted and published, July 30, 1783, by B.
Killingbeck, Dover Street, London.
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he was actively engaged in his professional duties
until the evacuation of the town by the British, in
March, 1776. From Halifax he proceeded with the
army to New York, and from thence with Lord and
Sir William Howe up the Chesapeake and on to
Philadelphia, where he at once commenced on the
necessary fortifications for the security of the city, and
also the works for the reduction of Mud Fort, or Fort
Mercer. Lieutenant Montrésor was the principal
engineer during the occupation of Boston and New
York by the British troops, with the exception of a
short interval, when he was superseded by Major
Dixon, on which occasion General Howe appointed
him on his staff as one of his aide-de-camps. On Ma-
jor Dixon’s return to England, Captain Montrésor, (for
he had received promotion,) resumed his former posi-
tion as engineer, and was, December 18, 1775, made
by George III. ¢ Chief Engineer of America.” He was
present in May, 1776, and acted as one of the man-
agers of the celebrated ball, called the ‘ Mischianza,”
which was given by the British officers to Sir William
Howe in Philadelphia on the eve of his departure for
England. He had charge of the fireworks and ball-
room decorations, and was accompanied on that occa-
sion by Miss Auchmuty, one of the half-sisters of Mrs.
Montrésor, whose mother had remarried the Rev.
Samuel Auchmuty, D.D., of New York, whose young-
est son Samuel rose to great distinction in the British
army, whilst the two elder brothers became American
subjects. Captain Montrésor returned to England in
1778 with his family, and shortly afterward retired
from the army. In 1779, at the request of General
Sir William Howe, he gave evidence before a Parlia-
mentary Committee to investigate the conduct of the
war in America, when he fully described the fortifica-
tions around Brooklyn and their strength. Captain
Montrésor had purchased, November 7, 1772, an isl-
and near Harlem and eight miles from New York,
called Belle Isle, formeﬁy Little Barn Island, and
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after Talbot's Island. Since his purchase it has
been known as Montrésor’s, and as Randell’s Island.
He and his family lived on it during the British as-
cendancy in New York, until all the buildings and
outhouses were burnt, January 13, 1777. Eight out
of the ten children of Captain and Mrs. Montrésor
were born in New York. Three of these, sons, died
there, having been buried in “the Nickolls family
vault” in the city. The eldest surviving son, Sir
Henry Tucker,® rose to the rank of General, became,
in 1820, a K. C. B,, and died in 1837. John, his next
brother, was a Lieutenant-Colonel under the Duke of
Wellington in India, and died unmarried at Penang
in 1805. Thomas Gage Montrésor also became a
General and died in 1853. William Robert, also in
the army, died at Gibraltar, unmarried.

After his return to England, Captain Montrésor ob-
tained the rank of Colonel. In October, 1785, he went
on the Continent with his family.and remained over a
year, visiting France, Germany, and Switzerland. In
June, 1786, he is at Berne, Switzerland, and writes
from that place to his old friend and comrade, General
Sir Frederick Haldimand, excusing himself for having
missed seeing him at his home at Yverdun and says
further: *“ My two eldest sons remain on this Continent
one year after us to finish their military exercises and
studies, and to attend the Prussian reviews. Their
residence for the next winter will be chiefly at Vienna.”
Colonel John Montrésor resided at Belmont, Kent, and
Portland Place, London, where his death occurred
June 26, 1799. Colonel James Gabriel, his father,

* This distinguished officer (the father of Colonel Henry Edward
Montrésor, the present head of the family,) was born at New York April -
18, 1767, and died March 10, 1837. In 1795 he was Lieutenant-Colonel
in the Eighteenth Foot, in 1796 removed to the Royal Anglo-Corsican
Corps and actively employed in Corsica. He embarked for Elba, of
which island he was made Commandant. He landed in Egypt in 1801,
and was present at all the memorable actions and received a gold medal
for the capture of Alexandria. In Italy, in 1814, he successfully op-
posed General Murat’'s motions. He was a thorough disciplinarian and
enjoyed a high reputation for courage and skill.
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was on intimate terms with Copley, the artist, who
painted the portraits of his son John and his wife, their
daughters Frances and Mary Lucy, who married, in
1801, Lieutenant-General Frederick Wm. Mulcaster,
and of Lieutenant-Colonel John Montrésor, who died
in India in 1805. The portraits of Colonel John and
Mrs. Montrésor are especially noteworthy as fine ex-
amples of Copley’s best manner. Mrs. Montrésor’s
portrait is a three-quarters length in profile, with black
hat and feathers, and a scarlet coat with military cut
and trimmings.

During Colonel Montrésor’s service in America he
kept journals and made notes of the different expedi-
tions in which he was engaged. Some of these have
been lost, notably the record of the Braddock defeat.
Indeed, consxderlng the risks to which his papers,
during his wide and extended service in America, had
been exposed, it is surprising that any of them should
have been preserved. Many of his maps, plans of for-
tifications, etc., were destroyed in the firein New York
in September, 1776 ; others were lost when the express
and despatch schooner, the Alert, was captured by
the Americans. And again he laments both the death
of ““ my very valuable friend and ever-to-be lamented
Harry Monckton,” * who ‘fell in the action [Mon-
mouth], and what adds to the misfortune—no tidings
of my papers, both public and private.” During his
residence in America he lost his baggage six times;
his house and property on Montrésor’s Island, and
dwelling and store-houses on Cruger’'s Wharf were
destroved by fire. In England he suffered in the same
way, for his country house at Belmont, Kent, was
burnt, and the house of his eldest son, in the same
county, many years after was also consumed and some
of his journals bear marks of this fire about them,
having been snatched from a burning cupboard, in
which they were stored.

* Brother of General Monckton.
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L.

JournaLs AND NoTE Books oF CoL. JaMEs MONTRESOR
ENGINEER IN ““ AMERICA FROM THE 20™ OF APRIL
TO THE 12™ OF OCTOBER 1757 AND THUS EN-
DORSED BY JOHN MONTRESOR, “ My FATHER'S
JournaL Co* Ja®* MoNTRESOR—] M ”

Ne 1.
£ s, d
For Scaling Ladders, Mantelets and Chev- } 3
. 236. I. 5
aux de Frize ......................
To 100 Intrenching wheelbarrows. ..... 118. 3. O
For Sundry Stores for the Expedition... 396. 1. o
For Stores for Fort Edward........... 307. 5. 8
For ditto for Fort William Henry ..... 55.14. 4
Shingles for the works at Albany 81. o. o
Bricksforde................ 558. 0. o
For Freight of shingles & bricks 100. 0. o
° " 739. 0.0
1852. 5. 5

To money advanced by M* Dies to the
Carpenter & Sawyer and for those that » 200
went to Fort Edward ...............
Paid L* Williams for money advanced by
him in carrying on the work at Albany. } 39- 5 9
£239- 5. 9
Received a warrant for £ 1000.
Bill for £360 currency.. 360—-1360.
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1757

April 20. To Mr Cartwright per bill drawn )
on me per Engineer Gordon, | o
on acc' of Paym® made at Fort r 25
Edward, dated April 9. 1757. )
20" To Mr Cartwrlght per bill in fa-

. 1%

vour of Harvey Gordon, drawn 12. O. O

on me per Lt Montresor. .
20" Paid as above in the whole to
M- Cartwright in the following

specie
£ s.
7 Doubloons at 5.16 = f40.12.0
1 half Johannes 3 3= 3 3.0
1 do moidore 1. 3= 1. 3.0
2 coppers 0.2

£44.18.2

April 21. To widow Rutgers clerk for Beer. 5. I.

[ron for the works at Albany.

““ * To John Lansing for Freight of
‘““ 24. To Lewis Wright my servant )’

his wages for 6 months besides ‘ 9.12.

some things owed to him..
“ 26 To Mr Bayard's clerk per bill
drawn by M* Mendez on me for
May 2 Rec® from M Hawkins for 504
sterl. in Dollars 214 Doll™ %.
amounting in currency to

£85.14. 34

Dr. Paid for House rent 75 dollars. 30. O.

*  do forSundry washing 10dol- |

lars ... )

May 4. To M® Demler for to buy Pro-)
visions in the Jersey 4o dollars |

““ D" Toa Carpenter before M Mortier
for a voider and Knife boxes..

2.10.
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May 6. To the house 3 dollars ........

€<

¢

€¢
€€
¢

€€

4 (The Barber began with me).
7 For Handkerchief, Mustard, and
Thread 3 dollars ...........
““ To Harry, for his writing school
2dolls*.........ociiilL,
13. To the wages of the maid 3 doll* .
16 To wood, 1 cord & carriage 4 doll*
““ To Mr Lamb for Parralels &°....
18. ¢ M Lambs acc' for Instruments
made & Mended amounting in
currency to ........ £49.13. O
To Mr Noel for Sta- |
tionary &°...... $
To MrGould for Im-
perial Paper .. .. }

I0. O. O

14. O

per Receipts..... £60. 7. 0

Paid of M* Williams acct
John Vaness Wag-

16.

90 o

goner at Fort} 27.19.10}%

Wm Henry ....

Forrage Stopt...... 30 4. 13

John Hemstreat. . ... 8 5.0

May 21* Fortowelling ................

€€

€e

€6

229 Paid M* Demler on acct of his}

pay per Receipt ............
21* Rec? from Cap' MacNeill being
the ballance of £102 rec! for
the works at the German flats
21" Rec! a warrant from Lord Lou-)
doun for 2194 3* 4¢ N. York
currency for disbursements
made by Major Eyre in work
done by the 44™ & 28" Reg®

12. O.

88. o.

- 219. 3.

and paid in to Major Eyre ...

I3

O

O 00 ©
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May 22™ Signed 2 Receipts & Endorsed

€«

€¢

(X1

€<

[

€<

€<

€6

€¢

€<

€¢

(¥ §

X

the Warrant for the said sum.
23% p! Ensign Webb of the 48" Reg!
for work done at Saratogaper » 34. 6. 6
vouchers for the same.......
24" Rec?! from Mr Hawkins the Bal-)
lance of my pay Forrage, Bag-
gage, Firing & Instruments > 405. 5. o
and Stationary Paid him 1004
lowedhim ................ )
5" Wrote to the Board.
24 Paid Myers the Braziers bill for |
Sundrys.........ccovnuin.n.
25™ Paid Mr Furnis for what Mr"
Montresor took from M~ Bev- f 50. 0. O

3.11.10

erley Robinson on Note .....
25. Paid for chocolate 25 w'........ 1.13. 4
26. Paid M" Willyams for Bisket &c

&e. oo iiii i e 4 00

27. To Serj* Lord per certificate for)

him & others for work done> 8.16
at Fort W™ Henry 11/ 15 in 10100
O 1] o A

27. To Nathan Sy monds for him &
others for work done at Fort L s g2

W= Henry £3.7.0 Sterl®# am®

incurr? ... ...
27. To M* Van Horn’s clerk for M- )
Toye for Bricks made at Fort ; 16.16. O

Edward ...................
27. To the Butcher per receipt. .. .. 8 4. 6
27. To Mr Clarkson for Callico for

lining my Tent............. 7~ 4 ©
28. To Mr Gilchrist Taylor for Sun- 3

drys bought & made . ... .... } 4. © O
28. Tothe Armourers ............ .13. O
28 To the Shoemaker............ 2.10. O
28. To Teacups and Saucers....... 1. 4. O
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May 30. To paid M* Clements for Screens [1c 8
& work done ... .......... 15

“ 30. Tothe Brewer ... ........... .16. O

‘¢ 30. To the drawing Master........ 2. 0. O
““ 30. To Mr Mortier for M* Laroux the 3

silver smith his bill.......... } 13-1-°9

““ 31. To Mr* Mortier for sheeting.... 3.19. 4

‘¢ 31. For Jack Montresor to a Carpen- 18 o
ter fora Table.............. T

‘“ 31. To Levi for Candles & sundrys. 6. 6. 0

Fune 1* To Gilbert Ash Carpenter for
Sundry Jobs to my things. . } 4 210

«“ 2 Gave 2 half Johannes to Mr*

Montresor & left her Four } 166. 6. o
hundred dollars ............

«“ 2" Paid M" Demler for Powder &

Shott that he Bought........ }

““ 2" To Ebert my servant to pay for

a matrass 3.3.0 and took the 2. 0. O
above Serv' June 1* at the rate

of £30 Currency per Annum,

nothing else mentioned except

giving him cloaths if he de-

served them.

«“ 2" Set out from New York at 10 o'clock in the
morning & went over to Hobock where we dined. A
violent gust of wind at 4 o'clock in the afternoon at
N E, notwithstanding went on boardat 6 o’clock,
weighed anchor & got as far as within 3 miles of the
Younkers & anchored.

Friday 3° Weighed at 10 o'clock in the morning
& got near Ver Plancks to the N E of the Tapan Sea
by 2 o'clock. Anchored near the Dans Camber.

Saturday 4. Weighed with the Tide & anchor? near
Kinderhook.

Sunday 5* Breakfasted at Kinderhook. Calm, went
on board at 11 o’clock in the morning, and anchored
within four miles of Albany there not being water
enough on the Overslaw.

.I11. O
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6% Came to Albany between 8 and g o’clock in the
morning. Waited on Gen' Webb and dined with
him.

7% Gen' Webb sent to me to dine with him, which I
did. Orders from him to prepare what is necessary
for the defence of the Forts &¢

8" Dined at home.

9" Dined with Gen' Webb & received orders to send
M’ Demler, Saturday morning with Stores to Fort
Edward and Fort W™ Henry. Wrote to Mrs Mon-
tresor by the Post.

June 10, 1757. Wrote to Mrs Montresor & sent
the valise with bedding back by Hogan.

11" Dined with Gen' Webb. M™ Demler set out
for the Forts.

12® Dined with Gen' Webb by invitation and
supped.

13 Dined at home. Rec? 2 letters from Mrs
Montresor & Mortier. |

14" Dined at home. Wrote Mr* Mortier & Mrs
Montresor but missed the Post.

15" Sent the above letters by a Sloop. Dined at
Gen' Webb's.

16" Dined at the coffee House. Wrote to Mrs
Montresor by the Post in answer to hers.

17" Went to the Cohoes by the River side from
thence to the Ferry. Surveyed it and came home by
the New Road to Albany.

18" Dined at home. Went by Message from the
Mayor to the Council room about the Work to be
done to the Town, they agreed that they would dig
the Trench for the Ditch to put in the Stockades and
when that was finished they would move as far as lay
in their power. Agreed, that, we should square and
point the Stockades. Acquainted General Webb of
this in the Pasture.

19" Dined at General Webb's.

Monday 20* M" & Mrs Mortier, Montresor and
Miss Betsy came from New York here & landed about
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10 o'clock, having dined at Hobok only the Saturday
before. Dined at the Coffee house & Supped.
Tuesday—21* Went to Camp. Gave an order for
Mantelets, ladders, Chevaux de Frize, Sand bags,
Hammers &° for the Forts W™ Henry & E°.
22"% Rec! from Mr Turner on account of a War-
rant for 10004 sterling viz'

27 Bills of £10. 0. 0 ......... 270. 0. O
62 do of 5. 0 0......... 310. 0. O
2 do of 4.0 0......... 8. o o
357 half Johannes at £3. 3. o.. 1124.11. ©
gdollarsat............... 8. 1.12. O
Silver ..., 2. 8
1714. 5. 8

Fune. 22 Wednesday. Paid M* Dies on acct of
the works at Albany in New York bills. .. £270. 0. o

Thursday 23* Left Albany at 8 o'clock in the
morning with Gen' Webb, Major Morris, Capt. Bart-
man, Mess™ Adair, Pitcher &c, Furnis. Arrived at
the half Moon at 12 & baited there & dined. Set out
again at 3 arrived at Still water at half past 7. Visited
the ground for the post both at Half Moon & Still
water. At the former it must be on a rising ground
to the North of the House where we dined and the
store house on the Point, raised 3 feet on Posts for
fear of an Innundation, at the latter the Post to be on
the Burying §round.

Friday 24™ Set out at 7 o'clock in the morning &
arrived at Saratoga at 12. Dined there, examined a
French Prisoner & visited a Post, and found that the
storehouse must be built on the Point, raised 3 or 4
feet from the Ground. Set out at 3 and arrived at
ipast seven. At Fort Edward lay on M* Demler’s
Bedding in his room.

Saturday 25% Dined at Best. Visited the Encamp-
ment & Surveyed for a line. Supped with the Gen-
eral. Lay at M* Gordons.
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Sunday 26. Dined with the General. Went out &
visited the Ground for a line.

Monday 27™ Surveyed & set out the Line.

Tuesday 28. Began the line with 100 men, and
fascined up to the height of the Banquettes at the
East Curtine. Sent 100 men in the woods to cut
Fascines. '

Wednesday 29"™ Continued the work and almost
finished the Ditch of the East Curtine.

Thursday 30* Brought up part of the S E Flank
with 2 Embrasures and continued the Ditch.

July. Friday 1* Paid MT Gordon 700/ Currency
in 222 half Johannes and 14 shillings for)
the works at Fort Edward as per the Re-| £ s d
ceipt. At between 1 & 2 o'clock in the »700. 0. 0
afternoon an Express came from Captain
Putnam that he lay in ambush at South Bay |
& that as 2 or 300 French Indians were coming in
boats he waited for them & gave them a fire which
wounded & killed several. that they landed in order
to surround him & that he gave another fire & was
retreating on which the General ordered a Party of
300 Men Commanded by Gen' Lyman with Ensign
Brown & 36 Regulars of Otways. Cap* Putnam came
back with his Party at 7 o'clock at night having left 15
men to take care of three wounded men. '

Fuly 2" Saturday 1757. Marked out Ground
for two Pickets to the Right and left of the Camp of
100 men each.

Sunday—3© Worked only £ of aday for the Rain.
Dined at the General's. Four deserters (Germans)
came in from Carillon. Examined them all four, and
found that the substance of their Information was, that
Marquis Montcalm was still at Montreal with one
Batallion of Languedoc about 150 Marines & the
sick not fit for service. That he was expected at Ca-
rillon w® that Batallion 500 Indians & as many Cana-
dians as he can muster, with the Batallion of La Saare
at St Johns, and the two of Beare & Rousillon at Ca-
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rillon, with the Cannon & Mortars there, to attack
our Forts. But hearing that we had a Fleet of 8o
vessels in the River St'Lawrence which stops the
communication, he had not marched so soon as was
thought. That they were repairing all their Forts &
facing up with stone that at Carillon, that they had 40
Cannon at Crown Point & that number mounted in &
out of Carillon. I drew a rough sketch of the infor-
mation given. |

Monday 4* General Lyman came in but saw no
Enemy, found one of the remains of the people that
was scalped & mangled of Putnam’s Party. Their
Guides could not find the place but carried them to
East bay. Paid Mr Bestfor myself and ser- ) £ s d
vants messing with him this day included. ... } 3.6.10
Rec! a letter from Mrs Montresor and M* Dies.

Tuesday 5 Rec? a letter from M" Dies. Wrote to
Mrs Montresor by the Post. Rained all day.

Wednesday 6® Report of a French officer having
introduced himself between 9 & 10 o’clock at Night
in the front of the Camp & entered into conversation
with a Rhode Island soldier who had been at the
necessary about the strength of the Line & whether
the Cannon was mounted there & how many in the
Fort & told the soldier if he would come from the
Centrys into the woods he would give him money.
He threatened him & the lad said he would cry out
and made his escape, he was drest in blue trim’d up
with white & had a sword.

Thursday Fuly 7 1757. Set out part of the line
next to the Right of the Camp. Paid Keech for the
York carpenters in part of their pay 39 half Johannes

£122.17.0 as per their receipts. ........ 4121.10. O

Paid Hebert in part of his wages, one half
Johannes.......................... 3. 3.0

Paid for milk and bread this day included. 5. 6

Friday. 8* Coll° Young came here at 8 o'clock in
the evening. Received a letter from Mrs. Montresor

and Mendez.
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Saturday 9* M Pitcher set out this morning for
Albany with two letters of mine for Mrs Montresor
and M* Dies. Gave an order to M Dies for paying
John Felthousen carpenter at F* Edward his pay with
16 days going up & down being his full demand,
amounting in New York Currency to...... £14.14. ©
The Stores with a letter from Albany from M Dies,
came in late.

Sunday 10® The Mohawk Indians brought in a
French Prisoner taken at Crown Point. Brought acc'
that Mons® moncalm was coming & that they had 6
Battalions in all with 300 vessells & all the Cannon
taken at Ohio and Oswego. Senta letter for M* Dies
with one enclosed for Mrs Montresor.

Monday 11" Express came from Fort W™ Henry
that the Party that was sent from F* Edward to South
Bay had been attacked by 200 of the Ennemy, and had
been forced into Fort W™ Henry with the loss of sev-
eral of the Party with one Lieu* killed. Dined and
supped with General Webb.

Tuesday 12* Rec? letters from Mrs Montresor &
M Dies w* news about our Fleet. Wrote to M* Bar-
ons & inclosed one to mrs montresor. Paid Hebert
2 dollars to clear accounts for this day included & owes
me 4 shillings, 6 pence. Paid Best for myself 1A 2
Servant and Extraordinarys this day included } 14

Wednesday 13" Cap* Putnam with a Scouting party
of 100 men went out this morning and sent about 8
o'clock a man in to acquaint the General that his Party
had seen about 25 of the Ennemy in a Swamp about 4
miles off, but he came in soon afterwards himself with
an account that they had escaped.

Thursday 14. Fuly 1757. Paid Jacob)

Long N Y carpenter discharged being
sick his full wages amounting to f1g.10. | .
Due on that to Mf Dies.... £2.16. Cash { r 1114
paid him at F* Edward ,{,’5 = £7.16. Re-| -

mains due and paid him ............... )
Dined at General Webbs.
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Friday 15 Gave a Plan with Profile of a Float to
Captain Ingersoll to be erected for the Lake. Rec?
letters from Mrs Montresor, Mortier, with one en-
closed to him from M* Dies also the newspapers.

Saturday 16 Answered Mrs Montresors letter
- and wrote to M* Dies but not on his last letter for
want of time. M* Demler dined with me at the
mess.

Sunday 17. L' Oughterlony dined with me at the
mess.

Monday 18. Dined with Cap* Littler in his camp.

Tuesday 19® Rec? a letter from my wife and one in-
closed from M™ Hunter to her. Wrote to Mrs Mon-
tresor also to M- Dies with a warrant inclosed for
41000 for carrying on the Works at Albany (Re:
ceived this day from Major Gen' Webb also, the out-
-line of the stockade at Albany sent to be executed by,
per post. Dined at General Webbs.

Wednesday 20* Visited the Hill to the North of the
Fort to the East of the Road of Fort W™ Henry &
found it about 50 feet high from the Plain, about 30 or
40 feet higher than the Fort & 1700 feet from the an.
gle of the line of the Retrenchment.

Thursday 21* Deserter from the Americans Exe-
cuted this morning at 8 o'clock. About 9 a Ranger
came in from his party consisting of a Lieu' and 40
men, that was sent on a scout towards South Bay,
where the Ennemy lay in ambush for them, killed
the Lieu* & 3 men. Some time afterwards the Ser-
jeant & 27 men, who ran away, came in. The rest
missing still. Came home except the Lieu. An ac-
count from Fort W™ Henry that 2 of Cap* M<Ginnis

were brought in wounded, by a serjeant. That
he had killed four of the Ennemy, and was out still on
the scout.

Friday. 220 Dined at Gen' Webb’s. Received let-
ters from Mrs Montresor, Mess™ Baron & Dies with
several inclosed from England which came by the
Packet from Falmouth.
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Saturday Fuly 23% 1757. Wrote to Mrs Montresor
& inclosed the letters she sent me from M* Bodding-
ton & Lucy, also wrote again to my wife & to Mess™
Barons & Dies with an acc* of a body of French In-
dians mostly Otawas by the arrows that were found,
that attacked our carpenters and their covering party,
consisting of 8o in the woods not half a mile from the
Fort at g o’clock this morning just as our troop beat
for Guard mounting. At the first Firing the Provin-
cials & ran without any order in the woods like a mob
to their assistance, but believe that they did the ad-
vance party mischief by firing before they had come
up to them. The Piquet also advanced & Gen' Ly-
man with another body went also. The Ennemy re-
treated after having killed & scalped one Serj, 1 Cor-
poral & 10 men & wounded a few others. Cap*
Putnam with his Rangers went in Pursuit of them, &
came in the next day, having discovered an Encamp-
ment of about 5 or 600 men near Fort Ann.

Sunday 24. Wrote to M" Dies & sent a certificate
& order for paying £23.12.6 to Henry Gullian Sen”
New York, carpenter discharged & signed & re-
ceipted. Paid Michel Tannare & Wharton Rutless
54 each on acc' of their work at Fort Edward. New
York Carpenters ...............ccc0vennn. £10.0. O
This day began to receive orders from the Artillery.
Dined at General Webbs. At 10 o'clock at night came
an acc' that Coll° Parker with his Party that had gone
out from F* W™ to Ticonderoga & whether the En-
nemy had way laid him or been advised of his com-
ing but a party of the Ennemy at his landing attacked
him both on the Lake and by land that he has lost
several officers and 250 out of 300 he took outand 24
whaleboats.

Monday 25" Set out from F*Edward at 6 o’clock
in the morning & arrived at Fort W™ Henry between
3 & 4 o'clock in the afternoon. Stop’t at the Half
Way Run, agreed on a post there on the South Side
of the Run on the East of the Road about 50 yards.
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Lay at M* Williamson’s Quarters. Supped with the
General.

Tuesday 26* Visited with Coll° Young, Johnson’s
Camp, & seemed to come to a resolution to form a
Camp on it, rentrenched.

r

[ Fournal (23 July to Aug’ 6. 1757) of Col. Fames
Montresor, on a loose sheet of paper found among

kis papers.]

That the 25® of July set out for Fort W* Henry
with the General.

26" Visited the Governor where Sir W™ Johnson
was in 1755 to form a camp on, and Intrenchment.

27% On a council of War, Came to several Resolu-
tions, in respect to the defence of this place, and traced
out the Ground for the new camp. had an acct of the
Ennemy being seen in small bodies on the West
side of the Lake.

28" Set out the Intrenchments & order’d it to be
executed according to the Plan given by me.
g® Set out from the s Fort with the Gen' & came
to Fort Edward. (note The camp on which the Troop-
ers were encamped on, being under a hill near the
woods & liable to be cut off from the Fort.

August 2" A detachment of 1000 men with artillery,
was sent from thence to reinforce Fort W™ Henry &
throw themselves in the Intrenchment. The same
night they arrived. Part of the ennemy landed at
about 14 miles from the Fort & that same night in-
vested the Place with their Canadians & Indians &
lined both sides of the road from Fort Edward with
them. .

Aungust 37° Above 300 boats were-seen on the Lake
by 5 o'clock in the morning, with their Cannon &° those
that carried them were Planked on two boats from
which they fir'd on the Fort but at too great a dis-
tance—their Indians fired all day on the Intrenchment
and Fort. §
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August 4" Began to work on the 1* Battery and
continued all night. The Indians keeping a continual
fire from behind logs.

August 5* The Ennemy continued their work in
finishing their Battery, during which time the mus-
quettry kept a continual fire. )

Awugust 6@ Earlyin the morning the Ennemy opened
their Battery of ten guns and play’'d very briskly till
10 o’clock.

Wednesday 27. July. 1757. Sat on a Sort of Coun-
cil of War—1* To know whether there was vessels
sufficient to oppose the French on the water. 27
What number o? men was sufficient to defend the Fort
and oppose the Ennemy in case of a Descent. 3™
Whether a Camp on Fort W™ Henry, Johnson’s
Ground and the West Ground, or one Camp alone on
the retrench’d of Johnson’s.

Answer to Question 1. not sufficiency of vessells.

do do 2. two thousand men.
do do 3. One camp alone.

Wrote 3 letters, one to Mrs Montresor & Mess™
Demler & Dies. Visited the above Ground & shewed
it to M* Lesly for Encamping the troops w® are to be
taken from the West Ground.

Thursday 28* The Troops encamped on the West
Ground marched this morning on their East Ground
next Johnson’s Camp. Visited the Fort with Coll°
Young & ordered that the store house should be taken
down & the Communication stopt with the embrasure
made up for musquetry. The Place of Arms to be
stockaded properly. The top of the Magazine to be
pared off, & sand put over it, also the funnells or air
holes stop* with sand & bags. The Banquetts made
up & several Embrasures to be made for Musquetry.
The advance work to be taken down & the Earth
sloped down. The East Bastion raised one Log,

agreed also for proper Signals between this Fort and
Fort Edward.
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Friday 29" Set out from Fort W™ Henry at 12
o'clock with Gen' Webb &, arrived at the Half way at
3. Met the Carpenter going up, that I had wrote for,
to carry on the work there. Arrived at Fort Edward
at 7 o'clock. No Extraordinays, found letter from
Mess™ Turner & Dies and one from Mrs Montresor
with the papers.

Saturday 30" Signed 3 receipts for 1000 for the
above sum per Warrant of Gen' Webb’s & sent them
to M* Turner having wrote to him, & enclosed them,
also wrote to Mr* Montresor & Mr Dies & sent him
the key of my Secretaire for my Spy Glass.

Sunday 31* Fuly 1757. Dined with Cap*)
Gates. Paid Hebert his acct of milk &c
laid out & also for 19 days Board wages at 'r 1. 3. 6
one shilling per day, mcfudm this day, &
had one shilling over to acc E)

Paid to M* Demler for Matt Mosel, over- )
seer of y* Fascines for 31 days at 1 shilling ( 1.18. 9
3penceperday........... ...........

Monday August 1* Paid M* Mason as
Overseer of the lines, 29 days pay at 3shil- } 7. 5. o
lingsperday .........................

Paid M Geo. Demler on acc* of his pay, }

AS PEr IreClIPtecsecevvvereecencannnnnn. 7-10. 3
Received a letter from Mrs Montresor and M* Dies.
Tuesday 2°¢ Wrote to the Board the letter dated

29" July with monthly return for July inclosed to my

wife to send to England, also wrote to Mrs Montresor

& to Mess™ Hawkins & Dick. Coll° Young with his

detachment of 1000 men & some artillery marched up

to Fort William Henry, in the morning.

Wednesday 3" We were alarmed before 5 o'clock
in the morning with the report of Cannon from Fort
W= Henry two or three shot sometimes within a
minute or two of one another and sometimes above a
quarter of an hour & more till 10 o'cl* The firing in-
creased in the afternoon till 6 o'clock. Two of the
Rangers brought in a French Deserter who declared
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that the French were come down in 300 boats & a
numerous Artillery with 4200 men, 4500 Indians, 4000
Canadians & 3500 regulars & that they had invested
Fort W™ Henry and debarking their Cannon on the
West side about half a league from the Fort. Also
two men that made their escape from a reconnoitering
whale boat, that one of them saw a great Encampment
about 6 miles from the Fort, but were pursued and run
the boat ashore. They declare that they saw Otways
retreat into the Fort, heard no firing or very little after
6 o'clock. Dined with the General.

Thursday 4* No firing all night, a few Guns in the
morning. The firing increased again & kept on till
12 & then decreased. Ordered 2 Barbettes Batterys
made on the Salliant angles of the Bastions of the
lines, a Traverse in the sortie to put the two Guns.
The Stockade to be continued on the left of the In-
campment next the River & carried to the Salliant
angle of the N West Bastion. Saw a letter to the
Gen' from Coll° Monro acquainting him that he was
attacked suddenly by a great Body of French and In-
dians and that the French General sent to him to sum-
mons the Fort, but he answered he would defend it to
the last. No firing this afternoon. Dined at the
Generals.

Friday 5* Cannon firing from Fort W™ Henry, be-
gan early but distant from one another, ’tis imagined
by that, that the Ennemy has not yet established their
Batterys. Great firing in the afternoon but ceased at
night. Dined with the General. Paid M* Gordon for
theworks..... ...... ... iiiiiian... £126. 0. O

Saturday 6 Very great firing from 5 o’clock in the
morning until 8. ’Tis supposed the French had erected
their Batterys in the night. at 8 o’clock the fire stopt
at once except a few guns now and then. Paid the
Baker for Bread to thisday.... .. ........ o. 8 o
Sir W™ Johnson with some Indians & Militia on
horseback came in about 9 o’clock. Paid Mr Gordon
fortheworks .............. .. ... ... .... 63. 0. O
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Lord Howe came in here at g o’clock at night from
Boston. The Militia that came in from Albany,
Schenectady &c computed at 1500....20 half Johan-
nes=634. 62 Bills of 5/ each=3104. 2 ditto of
Af,each=84...........0.ciii... —=381. 0. O

Sunday 7* Paid Hebert his wages to the }

31st of July & 7 days board wages. Very 2. 3.0
lnttle firing this day at F* W= Henry . ....

Monday 8* Rec? 2 letters from Mrs Montresor &
answered them, also one to M Barons. Hibert my
servant went this day for Albany. Went with the
General and Lord Howe to visit the high ground to
the North of the Fort & marked the Trees for an Ab-
batis or Retrenchement to post the troops in, in Case
of an attack, and traced on the 2* high Ground to the
Swamp left & right & brought round the front & on
the right down to the River taking in the Spring.
Visited the Ground for the encamping the Militia on
the West side of the River & found it advantageous
except the Hill that raises above it on one side. Vis-
ited also with the Gen' & Lord Howe the ground on
the East side of the river & found it well situated to
build on it being not commanded by anything.

Tuesday August 9* 1757. Very little or no firing
since 6 o'clock in the morning, was order’d to place
the militia on the hill to the North of the Fort which
I did on the high ground. A Demurs amongst those
that was encamped there for want of water & work
that was to be done. An Express came about 12
oclock & met Lord Howe and the Aid de Camp &
went back with them again. But found that the Mili-
tia instead of working or doing anything to cover
themselves, sat directly to making Bowers &c, shortly
found they were order d back. Visited the hill on the
West side for a total Incampment & by order went to
Sir W™ Johnson to shew him the Ground which I did,
after brought him over to eat with me at the Mess
houses, 4 o’clock in the afternoon. The militia en-
camped all on the west side of the River, and about
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8 o'clock in the Evening, a man made his escape from
the Fort W= Henry, after it was taken & says that
they capitulated about 7 o’clock in the morning.
Wednesday 10* This morning early 2 French ofh-
cers deserted from their Camp & Came into the Line
& carried to the Generals, between 10 & 11 in the
morning. Part of our people that were in the In-
trenchment at Fort W™ Henry came running into the
Camp Extreamly confused at the Indians behaviour
after the Capitulation, murdering every one that they
could lay their hands upon, tearing the cloaths off their
backs, and not prevented by the French, who were
lookers on. A Detachm! of 500 men, commanded
by Major Prevost was sent out in order to meet the
Prisoners who were sent with a Detachment of French
Regulars to protect them from the Indians. Ensign
Portis, Captain Cunningham & L* Collins were of the
first officers that came in Except those that brought
the Colours. In the evening came in M* Furnes’s man
& said that he had left his Master in the rear and had
pulled off his boots, but did not see him afterwards.
Thursday 11* Paid to M* John Dies-on acc' of de-
fraying the work at Fort Edward New York 4
CUrrency.oi e iiiiiie it ieieinanannn. 300. 0. O
About 12 o’clock, noon, saw a large smoke which bore
from Fort Edward N 8° Degrees West supposed to be
Fort William Henry. Deserters came in this morn-
ing with an Acc® that the French were to put fire to the
Fort & that the Indians were going off displeased.
Friday 12" Coll° Fry of the Massachusets came in
thr® the woods last night from the other Fort & Cap*
M<Leod. Gave an order to Mr Dies for paying 514
currency to the expenses of building the Small Pox
hospital, but to be repaid again, from the Contin-
gencys of the Army. Paid this per Order of General
Webb, signed G Bartman.
Saturday 13* Aaron Devoe Carpenter Came in last
night from Fort W™ Henry, his certificate from M Gor-
don is for 56 days at 7 shillings per day, 17 days sick
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and he worked at Fort W™ Henry 16 days—his whole
payamounts tO ........ce0eern.n £28.3.6

Rec? from me £5. from M Dies 54 = 10.0.0. £18.3. 6
The scouts this morning came in with an acc' of the
woods being full of French and Indians. A French
deserter, an Italian Came from the Lake at 2 o'clock
in 4 hours time & said that the French were pulling
down the Fort, that most of their Indians were gone
off and they had embarked their cannon.

Sunday 14 A Reg' of militia march’d back this
morning in spite of the Centrys. Deserters from the
Fort informs that they have demolished the Fort &
cutting down trees to the west of the Lake. In the
evening a party of the French consisting of 30 men
with 2 officers, the one named Marin who commands
some Indians, and a Lieut of La Sarre Savornin,
brought M® Hamilton with a letter from Monsieur
Montcalm to Lord Loudoun & Gen! Webb informing
them that he had granted a Capitulation honourable
for the defence of Fort W™ Henry & was sorry that it
was not performed in all respects, having exposed
himself to remedy the disorders, that he saw the In-
dians Committed, that he had ordered a Detachment
of 2 Companies of Granadiers & 200 Volunteers to
escort the Prisoners to morrow to Fort Edward and
that Coll° Young chose to come and Cap*' Fesh was
left in his stead.

Monday 15" A party of 2 Companies of Granadiers
& 200 Volunteers Commanded by Sub Lieu' de la
Corne escorted our Prisoners from Fort W™= Henry.
The like party was sent to meet them at the half way
run, to receive them & brought them in about 3 o’clock,
afternoon all the officers came in that was wanting
except Cap' Ormsby wounded & Cap* Fesch kept an
hostage.

Tuesday 16* At 11 o'clock in the morning the sev-
eral officers & men that Came yesterday from the Fort
Set out for Albany except Coll° Morris, Young, with
the wounded & Sick. A Gen' Court martial on a
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Lieu* of the Massachusets for exciting desertion.
Received orders to go to Saratoga to set out that
Post. A man came in from Fort W™ Henry who was
a servant to a Cap' of Granadiers of the Reg*' of
Guienne & taken at Oswego, who says that he saw
the last of the French embark to go up the Lake.

Wednesday 17% Rec? orders to send the State of
Saratoga, what is necessary to be done therefor to
lodge a post for a Garrison of one Cap!, 4 Subalterns
& 2 men & when that is proceeding on, to do the
same at Stillwater. Dined at the Generals.

Thursday 18 Lord Howe with Mess™ Ord, Gor-
don, Harrison, and myself, settled the number of Guns,
mortars &€ for the defence of Fort Edward. Dined
with the General. Gave a receipt for the under-
mentioned stores for Saratoga. Felling axes, Spades
Shovels &c &c &c.

Friday 19™ Set out for Saratoga, at past 8—arrived
at one o'clock. Mess™ Wraxall, Dember, and Inger-
soll sat out for Still Water directly. Paid on acc* to
Cap* Ingersoll 4 Dollars—amounting to.... £1.12. o
Wrote to M* Dies by M Hill about the money.
Wrote 2 letters to Mr®* Montresor & one to the Board
being an acc' of the Surrender of Fort W™ Henry.
Brought 3 carpenters, Rob' Dickson, Henry Gilliams
& Bart Taws & begin this day on the work at Sara-
toga.

%S'aturday 20" Set the Carpenter to work on Plumb
Rule leveld 10 foot rod.

Sunday 21* Wrote to Gen' Webb. Visited the
Sawmill & found it all tore to pieces, the trough &
wheels all destroyed to make fire by the Provincials
under Coll° Fry & finished by the Militia Coming up
to Fort Edward. A party of 24 men went to fetch the
Slabs which covered the militias Camp.

Monday 22° Measured & Surveyed part of the
Ground of the old Block house Set the Carpenter at
work & Party to bring the Saws from the Mill and
Some loose pieces of Timber.
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Tuesday 23 Wrote . to Mrs Montresor & Cap*
Bartman about the work house, also to M* Dies his
letters, the one enclosing M’ Gordons about Stores,
the other the Warrant for 10004 Sterling received for
the works of Albany and sent to M~ Dies to receive.

Wednesday 24™ Sent the Party & Carpenter to look
for timber & brought fourteen logs in a Raft.

Thursday 257 ge_nt the Party & 2 Carpenters to
get timber—they cut 18, but Could not bring 11 for
want of Teams. Received a letter from M* Dies, not
having then received the Warrant.

Friday 26". Wrote to M* Gordon about Surveyors
&:. Received a letter from M* Dies with three Re-
ceipts to be signed from M" Turner for the 1000/
warrant. Cumly & 4 Sawyers came from Fort Ed-
ward to work here at night.

Saturday 27". Received a letter from Cap*' Bart-
man. Wrote letters to Mr* Montresor, Mess™ Barons
& Dies with the three Receipts for M* Turner. In the
afternoon Rec? a letter from Jack & my wife with the
newspapers.

August 28% Sunday. Wrote a letter to Cap* Bart-
man. No men at work to day Except the 3 carpen-
ters. Lent Cap* Fletcher a 404 bill & 2*in silver,
there was not a man to be had for work.

Monday 29* Rec® a letter frdm M- Gordon with a
Saw & Chalk line also from Mrs Montresor with one
enclosed from Harry another from Lieu' Comberford.
Wrote to Mr Gordon & Dies. The sawyers came
back from Fort Edward, with the Files. Traced part
of the Fort, and took a Profile through it. Cap*
Fletcher rec? a letter from Cap* Bartman to keep the 50
men that used to go for a Party to Fort Edward, to be
employed on the works here. Also to make Cover
for the Provisions as they Come and to make Still
Water and Ferry proper posts.

Tuesday 30% Sent out a Party of 30 men, 20 to
cover in the Woods with 3 Carpenters to cut Timber,
the Sawyer began this day to saw. 20 men for Stone,
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6 in the foundations, 2 Teams at Work. Wrote to
my wife Floated down 6 logs & had cut down about
20 Trees.

Wednesday 31* Sent for Timber and Boards down
the river. Bricks brought from Fort Edward.

September 1* 1757. Thursday. Rec? a letter from
Cap' Bartman to be one with Coll° Glazier & Cap
Fletcher to survey the Provisions, & answered it by
Lieu* Bell. Party went to the woods for timber &
Boards & pulling down the old Fort.

Friday 2*. The Post came in this morning at 5§ &
brought me letters from Mess™ Dies, Gordon & Mrs
Montresor with newspapers & answered them the
same day, those to my wife & Dies.

Saturday 3. Survey’d with Coll° Glazier & Cap
Fletcher the Flour here, by order & found the whole
bad except a few Casks. Began to lay the first Posts
for the Cover of the Provisions.

Sunday 4®. Signed the report of the above Survey.

Monday 5*. Rec? by the Post a letter from my wife
& also one from Williams Engineer, acquainted me
of Dugald Campbell’s death. Continued raising the
Cover of Provisions & all the Works &c &c.

Tuesday 6 Wrote to my wife. The Party from
Fort Edward Came in to relieve with Cap* Bellew.
Covered the shed as far as the Nails would Serve.
The Post did not come from Fort Edward till late at
night.

ng’nesday 7. Sent my letters by the Post this
morning early to my wife & M* Dies. Paid L' Crary
for himself & Serj* Underwood with the several that
have signed for wading & floating the timber £3.6.9
The Party went at 10 o'clock, to return to Fort Ed-
ward. wrote M* Gordon.

Thursday 8. The Carpenters & Bricklayers sent
up from Albany per M- Igies arrived here about 1
o'clock with the Stores for Fort Edward & this place
sent also by him. rec? 2 letters by him & wrote an
answer.
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Friday g®. Rec? a letter from Mrs Montresor with
the newspaper. Worote to Captain Bartman.

Saturday 10®. Wrote to my wife. A deserter went
off, when Centry & took Cap*' Bellews horse, but
was taken again by a Serj' who rid my horse to
pursue him, he had got near 6 miles towards Still
Water. |

Sunday 11*. Worked this day. Nothing Extra-
ordinary,

Monday 12*. Rec! a letter from my wife & from
Cap' Bartman, with orders to go to Fort Edward.
The letter had been carried by mistake to Albany.
Rec? a letter from M* Dies.

Tuesday 13* Wrote to my wife.

Wednesday September 14. 1757. Set out f'm Sara-
toga for Fort Edward, & arrived there ate3 o’clock in
the afternoon, supped at Gen' Webb’s & ordered to
look into the Works as he apprehended they went on
wrong.

Thursday 15*. Visited the works, dined at Gen'
Webbs & rec! a letter from General Abercromby
dated the 14™ from Albany, with orders to.go on with
the Posts at Saratoga, Still Water Ferry & to make a
report of the State of Fort Edward to Lord Loudoun,
also Rec?! a letter fm my wife.

Friday. 16™. Visited the Ground on the other side
& found it very well adapted for a Post, & Commands
the river & Island & has above a mile behind West on
a levell with good oak & Chesnut & maple Ground
the River running under its Banks 70 feet high & Per-
pendicular. .

Saturday 17®. No Extraordinaries. Dined at Gen-
eral Webbs.

Sunday 18. Forbes & Blakeney’'s Reg' came to
Fort Edward. Dined at the mess and supped with
the General.

Monday 19® Set out for Saratoga & arrived there
at one o’clock & dined with Coll° Grant. Visited the
works &c &c. |

3
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Tuesday 20". Paid Serj* Cady on hisre-] 4
ceipt at his going to Still Water 5 dollars. . } 2. 0. O
Rec? a letter from my wife. The Artificers would not
work for want of Rum.

Wednesday 21* The Artificers would not work nor
take half a Gill of Rum till the rest came & was
obliged to give a Note to the Commissary to pay them
their allowance when they came. Wrote to my wife.
Gen' Abercromby, Major Eyre, Col° Mesarve, M* Dies.

Thursday 222 Coll° Mesarve & Cap* Worden Came
here from Still Water to Consult whether it was worth
while to put the Saw mill in order & it was agreed to
postpone it till the Spring, told him that work was
designed at Still Water & gave him the Dimensions
of the Barrack and Store houses, he returned the
Same day. ‘e

Friday 23? Gave Rob* Dickson Carpenter a Certifi-
cate for 34 days and a half work at Saratoga, with a

Certificate from M Gordon for 6 days at Fort Ed-
ward, he is checked one day & a half and to re-
ceive £12.1.6. Indebted 54. Paid M*Williams for
theworks ............ i, £12. 12. O

Saturday 24" Set out from Saratoga at 4 o’clock in
the afternoon. arrived at Still Water at 7 and found
Coll° Mesarve gone to the half moon.

September 25™ 1757. Sunday. Wrote to Mrs Mon-
tresor.

Monday 26th. Coll° Mesarve came from half moon.

Tuesday 27th. Set out the work. The Post came
in brought no letter. Paid Serj* Cady on | £
acctonedollar ............... .. ..., o 8 o0
And went to Albany with one Donaky to get the tools.
Lt Williams came up from Saratoga.

Wednesday 28* Begun to lay the Ground Sill of
the Store-house. Went on tracing out the Work.

Thursday 29™. Set out from Still Water about 2
o'clock arrived at Halfmoon about 5. Examined the
Ground at the Point.

Friday 30" Examined the Ground about it, at the
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Camp & marked it out but found it incapable of a
good post.

Oclober 1* Set out from Half Moon, but before Set
out the Post on the Point, then came to the Ferry to
the East of the Mohock River and Set’out the Post,
also that on the West side of the River. Dined at
Jacob Kenute and arrived at Albany about 8. pm.

Sunday. October 2. Waited on Gen' Abercrombie
& dined with him. At night with Major Eyre Exam-
ined part of M"™ Campbells papers & Instructions.
found that his Commission & Letters &° tended only
to the Command of an Expedition under Gen' Hopson.

Monday 3. Dined with M* Napier, examined with
Major Eyre the Stationary. Went round the works
found them not so far forward as expected.

Tuesday 4*. Dined at Farells at Major Eyres re-
quest, but he did not come, wrote to him an order per
Gen' Abercromby’s direction for Major Eyres to set
out for Schenechtady to morrow for to Examine the
Barracks & their Condition with the number of men
these will Contain.

October 5. Visited the Works.

Oct 6™ ditto ditto.

October 7*. Dined at M* Schuylers.

Oct 8 Dined at Farrells.

Sunday 9 Dined at Col° Monroes. rec! a letter
from Mrs Montresor, at night rec? the Box of Instru-
ments belonging to the late M* Campbell's Brigade.

tonday 10. Dined at Farrells with Coll° Hunter.
Wrote to Major Morris, Williams & Mrs Montresor,
but the letters did not go, the Post being gone.

Tuesday. October 11" 1757. Wrote to Cap*' L* Wes-
ton, Lt Williams Coll° Mesarve. The two former in
order to relieve Williams on acc' of a Complaint made
against him by Coll° Grant to Coll° Mesarve on
account of the Boards brought from Scorticoke to
Still-Water and ordered to take no more from thence.
Dined at Colonel Provost's.
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[Memoranda from Col°® Fames Montresor's Notes in
Book No. 1.]

Profile thr° the line at Fort Edward with Fas-
cines July 1* 1757.

[See Jllustrations. No. 3.]

' ( Companys of Regulars ............. 19
'S | Massachussets .................. e 17
<< Connecticut. . .. .....coovvevennen. 9
S % | RhodelIsland ..................... 5
I8 [ NewYork.oowovnevnnnnnnnnnn... 3

o . —

For the Camp........... 53

The North line Contains ..Companys 16
The East Line do .. “ 18

The Rentrenchment. ........... ... 10 §3.
The Fort will take up supposing (men)
3 deep { a General Attack............ 1434
d The retrenchment............. 731
3CGCCP Y The Lines ...oovvvveennnnn... 1770
Total. 3931

Rooms for the officers at Saratoga 16 feet by 14
feet. 220 feet running Barracks for Soldiers.
New York Carpenters at Fort Edward

£ s. d
1 at 12 shillings per day........ 0.12. O
1 do 8 do do ........ 8. o
32 do 7 do do ........ 11. 4. O
3 do 6/6 do do ........ .19. 6
1 do 5% do do ........ 5. 6
1 do 36 do do ........ 3. 6
39 at £2.2.0 £13.12. 6

1757 2™ May Carpenters pay begins at Fort Edward
1* Fuly their Pay amounts to ......... £816. o. o
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East Bastion Fort William Henry. |

To be raised one log round in height which will be
covered and prevent from being seeing into from the
Rising Ground at S° E and that at West.

The Powder Magazine to be lined with Brick round
and an arch turn’d at the Entrance to prevent the
Communication of Fire,

Fuly 27" Query 1* Suppose the Ennemy was to
attempt landing, whether the Number of Boats are
sufficient to man them to prevent it.

men

(2Galliots .......covviiiiiien... 200
DT 25€C0WS. ..ttt
2 2. < 5s Whaleboats ....................
S = Batos .........ccoihiiiiiinnnn..

L28Sloops ........oiiiiiiiiiaL.L. 90

men 290

The attempt with the 2 Galliots & Sloops are the
only Vessells which can obstruct their landing.

Query 2*¢ What number of Troops will be neces-
sary to defend this Post and obstruct the Ennemy on
their march or landing and where posted ?

Answer. On Johnson’s Camp and....... 1000
On the West Ground ........ 700
To defend the Fort .... ..... 300

Query 3@ What Cannon for the Breastwork or In-
trenchment in Johnson’s Camp ? |

2 Twelve pounders |

2 Six do do [ For the Intrenchments.

2 Eight do do

That the two 12 Pound™ Brass to be put into the
Intrenchments and that 2 Nine Pound™ in the Gal-
liots.

A breast work to be immediately raised on Sir Wil-
liam Johnson’s Camp, and no other Camp to be made
but that the number proposed of 2000 be put together.
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Memorandum for M* Williamson.

The boards &* of the store house may be carried
up to the Retrenchment, in order to make Cover for
Provisions for the Troops.

That the 2 Six Pounder be put into the Galliot till
the 9 Pounders come up. That the Sloop and Boats
may be made use of on the Lake often within reach of
the Fort unless a leading Gale, & this repeated by
way of deceiving the Ennemy.

Preamble to the following Questions.

The General having produced an Examination taken
from a French Lieu* taken Prisoner at Fort W™ Henry
Wednesday the 3™ instant.

That the French Army under the Command of Gen'
Montcalm consisted of between 11 and 12.000 men &
in that army were 4ooo Indians, 3000 Regulars, 4000
Canadians & Militia & that they had brought with
them in Double Boats planked, 36 Pounders of Can-
non with 4 Mortars. that between 4 and 6000 of that
army came by land from Carillon & & that they
landed about half a league at the West of the Fort
August y* 2™ in the Night time & that the next day
August 3™ they invested the Place. That at different
times there had arrived lately from Europe 30 sail of
Ships with Provisions, Stores & Troops to Quebeck.
Then the Gen' informed us that there were no Militia
come up, and that he had sent several Expresses, but
had no answer to them on which the following ques-
tions were made by the General.

1757. Friday. August 5" 11. o'clock. Met by order
from Gen' Webb at his house in the Fort to give our
opinions on the present situation of affairs, and our
present circumstances

Present
General Webb Coll° Angel
Coll° Lyman Cap* Ord
Major Fletcher Engineer Montresor

Coll° Glazier Engineer Harry Gordon







































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































